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COVENANTER RELATIONSHIPS WITH PRESBYTERIANS: SOMMERVILLE AND STAVELY 

Eldon Hay 

Th• obje-ct of this· paper is to outline th• r•lationship b•tw••n 
Reform•d Pr•sbyt•rians and other mainline Presbyterian bodies in the 
British Nor·th American colonies of Nova Scotia. and New Brunswick, as 
exempt ified in the work witness and writings of R•v. Wm. Sommerville 
(1800-1878) and R•v. Alexander Mcl•od Stav•lY (1816-1903). The period 
covered is roughly 1830 to 1880. The relationship is describ•d 
largely, though not exclusively, from Reformed Presbyterian sources, 
from th• writings of SommH·vill• and Stavely. Somrurvill• and Stavely 
have a great deal in common, but th•ir vi•ws on r•lationships with 
other Presbyterians differed, subtly and not so subtly. In this paper 
there is first, an outline- of Covenanter-Presbyterian relations 
before either Sommerville and Stavely came; �•condly, Sommerville's 
ed.rly experier,ce, followed by Stavely's; thirdl>', a comparison of the 
two men's attitudes; finally, an attempt to understand their 
po<E-i tion<E,, par·ticular·ly that of Wm. Sommervi 1 le. 

A. Before Sommerville and Stavely

The fir·st Covenanter missionary to Canada was the Rev. Alexar,der 
ClarKe, who came to minister to a Covenanter society in Saint John, N.B. 
in 1827, Although Cla.rKe established, or re-established the Covenanter 
Sc,ciet>' in that city, hi<E- ministry in Saint John la<E.ted for· only a few 
months, for Clarke found a situation much less. promising than he had 
hoped. Some of the Covenanters, who had been reported th•re, had l•ft the 
city, the remainder were scattered. And Clar-Ke found the attitude of the 
K i r· K c 1 e r· gym a n , t h e Re v . Ge c, r g e 8 u r· n s , o. t t h e 1 e a'=· t u n f r i e n d 1 y , a t mos. t 
positively hostile. Nor· wer·e British governors particulary open to the 
Covenanters. As Clarke notes: 

The spirit of Toryism was • quite rampant in St. John, so much 
so, indeed tt-,at it was not an ea£->' matter for an R.P. minister· to get 
into a church to preact-1 o.t al 1. I asKed Dr. George Burns fc,r the use 
of his church for· a collection ser·mon in aid c,f a ne�• church at 
Hammond River. He said very dryly that I might have the church if I 
could get the leave of the governor. 

No dc,ubt Clarke replied tartly and st-,ar·ply that 

I h ad t h e 1 e .;, v e a n d au t h or i t >' of t h e u n i u e r s a 1 Gov e r r, or t c, p r· e i< c h 
eve-r·;,·wher·e, and wc,uld r,c,t ac::.�: the lea.ve of any local gc,vernc,r tc, 
preach anywhere. 04 course, I understood the doctor's remarK as a 
r·efuc::al c,f thP. ct-,ur·ch . contemptuous. to me 4'.nd the church I 
r· e p r· e s. e n t e d • 1

Yet, according to ClarVe's account, Burns was not wholly averse to 
Clarke's efforts in the Hammond Riu'='r area. 

Doctor t8urn£) advised the people in the country to hold on to me, 
a. 1 1 owe d I vJ i< '= ct g c, c, d t-, a n d t c, g a t h e r t h e p e op 1 e t c, g e t h e r , a d v i '= e d t h '=' m 
to go on with the [proposed new) building, and by the time it would 
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H d·,d S ille',ow the Horton-Cor-nwal 1 is committee feel about ommerv 
respon:>e? All committee members were delighted that he upheld the sam,
essential standards as those of Mr. Forsyth's. Over the second matter,
ther-e was no such unanimity. Cornwallis officially withdrew from th•
negotiations with Sommerville. Horton would have to pr-oceed on its own, 

_Horton continued the negotiations withcaution. They called him for one half of his which meant services on alternate Sabbaths.19

Sommer v i 1 1 e : but w I th du•

time and for one year only,
' 

I 
And Som�erville_came to the Anna.pol is Valley in May of 1033• In thl/

chur7h t�at ts today somewhat ironically Known as the Covenanter �hurch, 
and •n his first ser-vice on May 12 1833 •Sommerville spoke against th•
u-.e of 'uninspir-ed hymns' •• 21 And 'how w;s Watts' version to be handlt'd?

In Sommervi lle's (s1 ightly amended) words:

Th · h · CI le first time I opened the booK in the place of publ ,c wor-s •_P, 
accom�anied Cit] v-•ith a declaration of the principle, that ,n th• 
Cpubl ,c war-ship or) social services of the House of God, 1. could
recognise none other- than the [Psalms of David orl Songs of Zion a�
the divinely authorised matter of praise· that some of Watts'•'
• might be r-egarded as a version of [Hymn; orl Scripture Songs, •�d
as such I used them Conly) till the subject was brought under the•�

particular- consideration ,22 

And Sommer·ville did not let the matter drop ther·e. Again, I ta.Ke u' 
Sommerville's wor-ds: 

Proceeding from house to house, and cc,nversing with the people on t�t 
subject, all manifested a 11.•illingness to have the Psalm'::- of Dav, 
introduced, provided it might be done unanimously, and without 
alienating the affections of one fr-om another. Of this I gave thern 
assurance; as fr·om the beginning I had determined that, if they di 
not agree respecting this matter, we must part company.n 

Obtaining their individual consent, he embodied the decision in 
statement, and then a secc,nd time 'proceeded from house to house,' 
reque<::.ting signatures. "None refused to sign.1124 So that "after only three 
Sabbaths of public wc,rship, or <::.ix 1,1.1eeKs, elap<::.ed • . Watts was shut 
up.1125 Sommer-vi 1 le publ i<:-hed his first pamphlet on the <:.ubject, The Psalm<.: 
of David, Designed for· Standing Use in the Chur·ch.26 It was apparently 
11.1 i de 1 y r· e ad. 

The whole procedure of removing Watts' version, and replacing it with 
proper· Psalms of David ha<:. evoked various responses from historians. 
l,Jat'::.on Ki rk:connel 1 Sc<YS that the Hor·ton congreg-.nts "found them'::-el ves 
suddenly locked in a Scottish refrigerator by an iron-willed >'oung
Covenanter-.1127 v..l.M. Glasgo11.1 write<::- that the Horton congregation •agreed to
sing the Psalms of David and comply to other practices of the church, and 
gr· ad u a 1 1 >' t h e c on gr· e g a t i or, be c am e i n t he or· Y an d p r a c t i c e a Co v e, n an t e, r 
c c,r, gr· e ga t i c,n . "28 

I personally have no doubt whatsoever that the latter is far closer 
to the truth. The proof of the pudding is found in the fact that "on March 
18, 1834, jus.t 10 mc,nths. after· he had a.ccepted an ini..•i tat ion to preach for 
t h em f or a. ;,· e "'· r , t h e c c, n gr· e g"' t i c, n ma de- o u t a f or ma 1 c a 1 1 [ f or Somme r v i 1 1 e J 





of the Missionary Society to provide a pastor for· the people, ariQ 
read a very interesting letter which contained the affectionat, 
invitation of the society to Mr. Stavely to become their pastor, �l'lQ
a pleasing statement of their present prospects.33 

C. Sommerville and Stavely: A Compar·ison

Throughout their ministries in Canada--Sommerville in the A�napol i,
Valley from 1833 until 1878, Stavely in Saint John from 1841 u�ttl 1879 ..
-the two missionaries bumped up against and were in contact with, othe�
Presbyterians. But it is important to remember the beginnings of thei�
respective ministries. Sommerville entered an existing Presbyteria�
:0ngregation, and by· his ministry--as a sympathetic historian puts it-,

gradually the congregation became in theory and practice a Covenanh�
congregation.•34 He held services In a building that had not been erecte�
under Covenanter auspices; and it was not until 1843 that a new, wholl)
Covenanter building, was erected in Cornwallis. From 1843 on,
Sommer·ville's ministry was marKed by the slow but steady incursion Of
0ther Presbyterian congr·egations in communities near and surrounding hill'I,
On the other hand, Stavely's ministry, from the outset, was anchored in
a 

_sm�l 1 but cohesive Covenanter congregation, with its own church
b�ildtng. And that congregation continued to hold its own dur·ing Stavely'i
time there, situated amongst other Presbyterian congregations, both
established and new. 

The str· i ct customs and disc i p 1 i ne c,f Covenanter ism did no\ 
particulary facilitate the gr01A•th of their respective congregations: 

[AJ year· after· Mr·. Stavely's settlement, the Irish members of St, 
Andrew's Church, having • • • became dissatisfied, withdrew from its 
fellowship, went in a bod:,- to thE- RE-formed Presbyterian Church i� 
Lol-\1er Cove and in a single dc1.1' filled thE- little house to 
overflowing. Their children attended the Sabbath school, and on· th, 
whole they appeared well satisfied and many might have remained bu\ 
fc,r· one cir·cumstancE-, In a shc,rt time one after another woulo 
inquire: 'When would it be convenient to christen the little one?' 
Wher1 informed that thE- usage of the Covenanter· Church wa.s tc, baptize 
the childr·en of member·s only and that in the face of the con­
gr·ega.tic,n, they soon left, and identified themselves. with a nei.,; 
[ Pr· e s by t e r· i an J or g an i z a t i on i n t h e v i c i n i t y • 35

E 1 i h u v-1 o o d�1.1 or t h , t he man who f i rs t e n t er e d i n t o c or r· e s p c, n de n c e w i th 
Wm. Sommerville, and who led negotiations to bring him to Horton, gives 
us a quite clear picture of the daily goings-on of Wm. Sommerville in the 
i,,..ic,nderful 1,,1ee work edited by Wat:.on KirKconnel l, The Diary of Deacon Elihu 
Woodworth 1835-1836.� Here's one snippet, in Woodworth's words. 

[Sabbath) Jan. 18. [1835) AttendE-d Mr·. Sommer·ville's [church) 
meeting. Dined at Mr. Sommerville''=·· Went with him about 7 o·'clock 
in the evE-ning to Oliver· Fuller·'s mill, found him grinding wheat for· 
Mr· • Wm • 8 or de n t o t a k e t o Ha l i f a. x c, n Mon day m c, r n i n g . A f t e r I had 
given Mr. Ful lE-r a very severe exhortation on the impropriety of thus 
b r· e a k i n g a d i v i n e c omm an d , Mr· . Fu 1 l e r· so 1 em n 1 y pr om i s e d h e w o u 1 d 
never again grind on the Sabbath. Young Mr. Borden coming for his 
flc,ur· while Mr·. Sommer·ville was a.t the mill r·eceived also a. gentle 
bu t t r· 1J 1 >' [ r e p r· o a c h f u 1 J r e bu k e f c, r· h i '=· c o r1 du c t . Mr· . Somme r v i 1 1 e 
cc,ncl uded hi:- exhort.;,t ion IJJi th a di,,, i ne pr·a:,'er· i ri the mi 11 ,37 
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18. Ibid. I have s.1 ightly amended the text, to make it a statement in the
present tense. The original reads:

with their present practice I ti.•ould nc,t rudely interfere; that I 
could not compromise a religious. obligation for the sake of any 
situation; that in the event of a removal to Horton, I should bring 
the matter immediately before them; and that I was disposed to 
believe them willing with promptitude to choose the better pal"'t, 
having it bl"'ought under their notice. 

19. Letters and Papel"'s of Wi 11 iam Sommerville, Document 'C.c.'

20. Watson Kirkconnell, ed. The Diary of Deacon Elihu Woodworth 1835-1836
<Wolfville: The Wolfville Histol"'ical Society, 1972>, p. 39. Hereafter,
Woodworth, Diary. As Kirkconnell comments:

It is an irony of history that the Meeting House on Kil"'K Hill, Gl"'and 
Pl"'e, built by a Chul"'ch of Scotland ministel"' and his non-Covenanter 
congl"'egations, should nc,v..1 be univer·sally Known a.s. "the Covenar,tel"' 
Chul"'ch," after the sc.Jital"'y alien who dest!"'oyed its New Wol"'ld 
tl"'aditions .• The term is apparently a very recent tour·ist gimmicK, 
u n I< n c,w n du I"' i n g t h e 1 i f e t i me of the c h u r c h i t s e 1 f •

21. Ar· thur· Wentworth Ham i 1 tc,n Ea ton, "The Fi !"'St Chul"'ch Founded .by New­
Engl and People in Kings County, Nova Scotia," The New-England Historical
and Genealogical Registel"', Vol. XLVI, 1892, 219-26.

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

Wm. Sommer·v i 11 e, 

Ibid., 165, 1 6e.,. 

Ibid. , 166. 

Ibid., 167.

"Rep OI"' t , 11 164.

26. William Sommerville, The Psalms of David, Designed for Standing Use
in the Chur·ch (Hal ifa.x, J.S. Cunnabell, 1834),

27, Woodworth, Diary, p. 42. The words are from editor Kirkconnell. 

28. Glasgow, History, p. 173.

29. Robert Sommerville, "Missionaries of the Re-fol"'med Presbyte-r·ian Chur·ch
to the Lower Provinces of Canada: William Sommerville, A.M. 11 01 ive Trees,
1899, 88. Hereaftel"', Robt. Sommerville, "Wi 11 iam Sommerville."

30. Se-e- Minutes. c,f RP Ir·is.h Sync,d, Mor,eymore, ,July 17"f,, 183e,, Item 12
notes that:

Th e F: e v • Th om as H c, u '=· t on , on e c, f t h e Se c r· e t a. r i e s of t h e 11 i s s i on a I"' >' 
S o c i e t y • 1 a :,-' s on t h e t a b l e of S :,-' n o d • • • a l e t t e r f I"' om t h e 
Presbytery of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and a petition to that 
Pre-sbytery from the Congregation at St. John's. 

3 1 • 11 E l e v e n t h Ar, r, u .;. 1 
Missionary Society: 
229-30.

Re p c, r· t c, f t h e Re f c, r· m '=' d Pr· e '=· t, y t e r i a r, Home a n d F c, r· e i g n 
8 r· i t i sh Nor t h Ame r i c z. Co 1 c, n i e s , " Co v e ri -c<. n t e r· , 1 8 3 9 , 







61. "By the great fire of 1877 which swept over St. John, our brother 1 · f . t d b k Ot\ not on�y his church, but also h!s m�nse urn, ure,_an oo.s, and bein 
much discouraged, he demitted hi=• pc\stora.l charge into the hands of th

9
Presbyter·y and returned to Ireland, followed by the best wishes of h·'
people a.nd the whole community." (J.R, Lawson, "Our Church in N1,
Brunswick and Nova Scoti·a," Olive Trees, 1880, 124-6. e1ii

62. "Alexander M'Leod Stavely," 01 ive Trees, 1903, 344-7. A virtu parallel appears in the Reformed Presbyterian Witness, 1903, 361-4. ai 

63. William Gregg, History of the Presbyterian Church in the Dominion 0 Canada from the Earliest Times to 1884 <Toronto: Presbyterian Printing� 
Publishing Co., 1885), pp. 352-353, cites a source which he identifies d 
Year BooK, 1879. I have been unable to f Ind this �ource. a, 

64. A.W.H. 
Press Co., 

Eaton, The Hi story of 
1 91 0) , p • 529 • 

Kings County <Salem, Mass: The Sa 1 e11i

65. Woodworth, Diary, p. 39. The opinion is of course that of Kirkconnell,

66. "Dea th 
1878, 313. 

of Rev. William Sommerville," Presbyterian Witness, Oct: 5 
I 

67. Shared in a conversation with David Carson in Pittsburgh, December,
1987. David M. Carson is the author of Transplanted to America: A Popular
Histor·y of the American Covenanters to 1871 (Philadelphia: Board of
Education and Publication, ?1979), 

6 8 • Somme r 'J i 1 1 e was an a dm i r· e r· of W i 1 1 s c, n ' s • Se e Wm . Somme r v i 1 l e , ' Le t t er 
to Rev. Dr. J.R. l,..lillson, Dec. 12, 1838.' Reformed Presbyter·ian 
Theologica l Seminary, Pittsburgh, Willson papers, Box 7.

69. Elizabeth F. Carson, "An inordinate sense of history"
Wilson 1750-1853. M.A. Thesis, The College of William 
Virginia, 1987 1 p. 2. Hereafter, Carson, Inordinate sense. 

James Rem,,1 i ck 
and Mary in 

70. ,J.D. Douglas, Light in the Nor·th: The Story of the Scottish
Coven2nters <Gr·and Rapid:-, Mich.: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1964), p. 7. 

71. Carson, Inordinate sense, pp. 34-5.

72. I bi d. , p . 51 •

73. I bi d. , p. 11 6.

74. Samuel Crc,ther·:• Murray, A Biograph)'. c. 1940, p. 101. United Church 
Ar·chi•..1e:., Toronto. A 195-page handwritten book devoted to Murray's career ,
including his early days. 

7 5 . ,Joh n Sp r· c, t t , " Th e Fa t h e r· =· of a Pa'=· t Ge n e r· a t i c, n , " Re f c, r· me d Pre st, Y t e r· i � 
Magazine, 1865, 328-9. 
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REMAINING FAITHFUL: 

CHURCH UNION 1925 IN THE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU 

TIM F. ARCHIBALD 

In 1773 the Hector sailed into Pictou Harbour, loaded 

with Scottish migrants who were anxious to make a new start in 

the British Colony of Nova Scotia. Being the first of a wave of 

Scots to settle in the North Eastern part of the mainland, these 

people very quickly established themselves and their institutions 

as the norm in this new land . Scottish Roman Catholics who 

arrived in Pictou, for the most part were ushered farther east 

into what later became the County of Antigonish; Scottish 

Presbyterians were left to people the hills and glens of what 

became Pictou County. The result was the creation of a strong 

Scottish Presbyterian community . 

This paper seeks to examine briefly the rejection of 

Church Union of 1925 by this strong Scottish community within the 

bounds of the Presbytery of Pictou in Nova Scotia . Although the 

majority of the ministers in the presbytery accepted union , the 

greater part of the laity rejected the advice of their spiritual 

leaders. Significant force s in this a ction were the 

concentration of Scottish Presbyterians and the historical 

vitality of the Scottish tradition in this section of Nova 

Scotia. Local newspapers fough t bitterly the battle of union as 

no other newspapers in the province . According to James Cameron, 

prior to 1925 the concentration of Presbyterians in Pictou County 

was proportionally greater t ha n in any other area of comparable 

size in Canada . 1 The actions of the presbytery to minimize the 



influence of the anti-unionist movement in its court added 

f u rther fue l to a fire of discontent. 

In 1925 when it seemed that the United Church of Canada 

would obliterate the Presbyterian Church, the laity of Pictou 

Presbytery responded in defence of their heritage and conv inced 

of the reformed Presbyterian doctrines, they were willing to 

endure the bitterness of division that had been so much a part of 

their past. It was this commitment to the Presbyterian Church on 

the part of t he laity, especially in rural and less industrial 

areas , t ha t allowed for its strong future persi stence in Pictou 

Pr e s byt ery. 

Fi gures from the 18 71 general census of Canada show 
I 

that in that year 82 percent of Pict ou County's 32,114 persons 

identified themselves as Presbyterians and 84 percent c l aimed to 

be Scottish in o r i gin. 2 Sharing a similar home l and a nd 

re l igi ous background did not, however, b ring unity to t h is g r oup 

i n the new world. To a great er ext ent it propagated old 

d ivisions f rom Scotland whic h had little app l icabi l ity i n Nov a 

Scotia. The d ivis ion b etwee n the Secession Church and the Ki rk, 

so pronounced in the o l d count r y , had early f ound expression in 

Ea stern Nova Scotia. As early a s 182 9, t he Kirk e stabl i shed a 

separate p resbyte r y in t he Pictou a rea a nd by 1833 had its own 

Synod. With the Disruption in Scotla nd in 1843 further d ivisions 

were e ffected among Pictou County Pre sbyte rians . By 1850 of the 

47 preaching points in the area, fifteen adhered to t he Secession 

Church, 20 to the Kirk and twelve to the Free Church. 
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After the Presbyterian Church in Canada came into being 

in 1875, Presbyterian divisions remained prevalent in Pictou 

County. Although the Kirk Synod of the Maritimes officially 

joined this union, locally all of the Kirk congregations refused 

to enter the Presbyterian Church in Canada . 3 In 1913 the last 

Kirk Church in Pictou County united with the Presbyterian Church 

in Canada, a time when a larger union was in progress. 

In spite of the friction created by religious division 

D. Campbel l a nd R.A. MacLean argue that this struggle between 

Presbyterians was beneficial: 

... for the tension was creative, new ideas 
did develop , discussion flowed a nd the 
intellectual tone wa s raised to a high 
standard . 4 

As early as 1820 Thomas McCulloch established a Theological Hall 

at Pictou for the training of ministers. Bet ween 1830 and 1920 

the Presbyterians of Eastern Nova Scotia contributed j ust short 

of 500 ministers to the church . 5 The tension present in t h is 

strong Scottish Presbyterian area brought a certain vitality 

which overf lowed the religious boundaries into other endeavours, 

notably education a nd politics. 6 

Early discuss ions concerning a union of the 

Presbyterian , Congregational and Methodist churches in Canada 

began just after the turn of the twentieth century . By 1906 

these talks had produced a proposed Basis of Union. Receiving 

discussion in Pictou Presbytery, object ions to the proposal were 

few. 7 As union moved closer to reality resistance became more 

pronounced . By Janu ary 1911 direct opposition to union was 

voiced in the Presbytery. 
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The local press was quick to take sides on such a 

stirring issue. When the first vote concerning union was held in 

1912 there appeared full propaganda campaigns by the New Glasgow 

newspapers. The Evening News and its associated weekly The Free 

Lance, edited by Mr. Sutherland (an elder of St. Andrew's Church, 

New Glasgow) took the side of union . The Eastern Chronicle, 

edited by Mr . Frase r , (an elder of United (Westminster) Church, 

New Glasgow) took the side against union . 

By the 1915 congregational vote on the Basis of Union a 

split was visible between the church's spiritual leaders and the 

-laity. Th e leadership of the church showed a considerably 

greater enthusiasm for union. 

TABLE 1 

191 5 Voting Results - Presbytery of Pictou 

Status of the 
Voters 

Presbytery 
Elders 
Members 
Adherents 

In Favour of the 
Basis of Union 

76.% 
51. 
35. 
33. 

Opposed to the 
Basis of Union 

24.% 
49. 
65. 
67. 

(Taken from John R. Cameron , "The Story of Church Union of 1925 
in the Presbytery of Pictou," B. D. diss. Presbyterian College, 
1969, p .101.) 

Members and adherents were nearly as opposed to union 

as the clergy dominated presbytery was in favour of it. The 

elders , unde r the direct influence of the ministers were in the 

middle almos t equally divided. 
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Recognizing this gulf between the laity and clergy, in 

1916 New Glasgow United (Westminster) Church sent a memorial to 

the 41st General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

In it was expressed the frustration that the grassroots of the 

church was not being heard. The memorial pointed to a paradox 

that seemed evident in Pictou Presbytery: in the 1915 vote a 2000 

vote majority was recorded against union (65% opposed), yet all 

th e commissio ners to th e 1916 General Assembly from the 

presbytery voted in favour of union.a 

Audrey Walker in her study of Church Union in Prince 

Edward Island concludes that the ministe rs in that province held 

a great influence over the way their congregations voted. 9 This 

was not so true in the Presbytery of Pictou . Church Union within 

Pictou Presbyte r y was largely a clergy led moveme nt which had 

less influence on the laity. It was under the direction of a 

small minority of ministers that the majority of the laity were 

lead in opposition to the movement . 

To help cool off the developing divisions, i n 1 917 the 

General Assembly declared a moratorium on all debate and 

propaganda by either party . By 1921 the union conflict was 

revived. In Pictou Presbytery a group opposing union urged that 

an overture be sent to the General Assembly suggesting that union 

negotiations be broken off or suspended until such time as 

another vote could be taken . 10 The mo tion was not accepted. By 

this time the wid e gulf betwe en th e laity and the church ' s 

leade rship was common public knowledge locally . A writer to the 



Eastern Chronicle states: 

It is certainly a sad, sad sight to see a 
decent church in the hands of conspiraf~rs 
and those conspirators its own ministers. 

In 1923 again a minority in presbytery attempted to 

voice its concern about unrepresentative commissioners to General 

Assembly. A motion was presented declaring the presbytery to be 

against the "coercive measures that were forcing members and 

buildings automatically into the United Church."12 

was de feated. 

The motion 

Throughout Pictou Presbytery "pro-union" and "anti-

union" meetings we re held by both sides . The purpose of these 

gatherings seems to have been more to stir up enthusiasm for the 

side advocated, like a political rally, rather than to present 

facts for the undecided. For example in East River , St. Mary 's, 

the meetings of the pro-unionists and anti-unionists we re held on 

the same night in differe nt buildings of the cornrnunity. 1 3 

By 1 924, as the prospect of union drew near er , conflict 

became evident in a number of congregations throughout Pictou 

Presbytery. On 1 July 1924 the Clerk of Presbytery reported that 

a communication had been r eceived from certain members of the 

Presbyteri an Church opposed t o Churc h Union . This delegation 

advocated th e withholding of funds from the General Assembly's 

budget f o r a time and requested to be heard on the floor of 

presbytery . The request was r efused . This denial added fuel t o a 

burning fire of discontent . The Eastern Chronicle reported: 

I have been in attendance at the meetings of 
the Presbytery for a number of years ; this is 
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th e first time in my experience that a 
delegation of Church Members appearing before 
the Presbytery were refused a hearing.14 

25 

The Eastern Chronicle presented repeated arguments in 

favour of continuing Presbyterians. This position was supported 

on points such as church doctrine, theology, government and the 

church as the tradition of the area's forbearers. The paper 

provided consistent support and encouragement for those who stood 

in opposition to the leadership in their church which one writer 

felt was dominated by unionist "Church Dictators."15 The laity 

of the presbytery grew increasingly frustrated with what they saw 

as "coercive measures" on the part of the clergy to force their 

congregations into the United Church of Canada. 

In accordance with the provision allowed by the Federal 

Government, all congr e gations in Nova Scotia we re given the 

option of holding a vote in the six months prior to 10 June 1925. 

If the majority we re opposed t o an organic union, the 

congregation could legally opt out of the union. On the eve of 

these congregational votes , in November 1924, Mr. P.A.MacGregor, 

an elder, was brought before Presbytery . The church court wished 

to know further details c oncerning his widely circulated letter 

which made allegations about the presbytery ' s clergy. In their 

opinion MacGr egor 's sta t ements had "made serious reflections upon 

the motives and conduc t of mini sters . "l 6 Speaking on his own 

behalf Ma cGregor e x p la ined his main objective as b e ing t o : 

"impress upon the people the necessity of acting for themselves 

in this important matter of Church Uni o n ." 17 P r esbytery's 
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actions added to the frustration of many congregation members and 

made them more determined to "act for themselves." 

paper commented: 

We must congratulate Mr. Peter A. MacGregor 
for his escape alive from this Holy 
Inquisition and thereby failing from being 
the first and last martyr of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada.18 

The local 

After 10 December 1924 congregations throughout the 

presbytery met for votes on the question of union. On 9 January 

1925 the Eastern Chronicle boosted: 

The vote is coming along quite satisfactorily 
and there will be a virile Presbyterian 
Church body left in this section, in which 
over~ century ago there was laid the 
Presbyterian Groundwork whose influence was 
left over Canada.19 

When the results began to come in, it became clear that 

in the Presbytery of Pictou the people had said "no" and the 

clergy had said "yes" to union. The laity were nearly as 

determined to stay out of union as the ministers were to enter 

the union. Of the congregations in Pictou Presbytery - 72% voted 

against union, while 83% of the ministe rs of the churches voted 

to enter the United Church of Canada. 

In none of the areas where the minister wa s against 

union did the church vote to proceed into the United Church . In 

most of these charge s the percentages against union we re over 80 

percent . In one church 99 percent of the member s were r ecorded 

to have voted again s t union . The greatest support for union in 

an area wi th an anti- union minister was in Sherbrooke , where 33 

percent were in favour of union . This was the only church , where 
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considerable unionist momentum was generated a part from the 

minister. The local doctor took the side of Union and a United 

Church was built there shortly after 1925. 

TABLE 2 

Proportions of Rural and Urban Votes - Presbytery of Pictou 1925 

Locale Total# % of Total % Favouring % Opposed 
Voters Voters Union To Union 

Urban 3816 34.% 48.% 52.% 
Rural 7281 66. 31. 69. 

Total 11097 100.% 37. 63. 

(Taken from Presbytery Returns, 1925 - see Appendix) 

There were very marked differences in the vote results 

between rural and urban areas. The greatest support for union 

was generated in the towns. Of the eleven "town" churches, six 

entered union ( 55%). Of the 35 rural churches seven entered 

union (2 0%) . Of the five Presbyterian churche s in the two other 

"established towns" of Pictou and New Glasgow, none became 

property of the United Church of Canada: two in Pictou and all 

three in New Glasgow. In the "ne wer " more industrial and mine 

based t owns of Westville, Stellarton, and Trenton - all the 

Presbyterian Churches went into th e United Church . The mo r e 

completely labouring and less Scottish populations of the se towns 

had less established interests in the area and were more willing 

to join the Uni t ed Church . 

I n the Roman .C atholic town of An t igonish th e 
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Presbyterian Church entered union voting 82% in favour, the only 

other congregation to vote so enthusiastically for union was the 

small chu~ch at Millsville. In the face of this larger Roman 

Catholic presence, Presbyterians in Antigonish County seemed more 

eager to be a part of a larger stronger Protestant Church. 

Whereas before union in the Presbyterian Presbytery 24% 

of the churches had been urban and 76% rural, in the United 

Church Presbytery after union the division was 50-50. Rural 

people in Pictou Presbytery showed a greater tendency to vote 

against union. While urban people were more likely to vote in 

favour of union there was still a majority of them opposed to 

Church Union in 1925 in Pictou Presbytery. 

Although the minister did have influence in his 

congregations, the people in the Pictou area were not afraid to 

question the decision of the minister . No clear reasons emerge 

as to why certain rural churches were more favourable to union. 

Looking at the congregational votes ge ographically (See Map 

p.12), if one excludes the industry towns of Trenton, Westville, 

and Stellarton, one can see that the area around this Heart of 

Pictou County which represented a stronger Scottish concentration 

was more completely desirous of remaining Presbyterian. 
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Some ministers in rural areas seem to have had greater 

influence. For example: 

Cariboo, Cape John 
Scotsburn, Lyons Brook, Millsville 
West Branch River John 
Hopewell, Lorne 
Bridgeville, Springville 
Glenelg, East River St. Mary's 
Lochaber, Union Centre 

Rev. S.H. Sulston 
Rev. G. Ernest Forbes 
Rev. C.J. Macinnis 
Rev. M.C. MacDonald 
Rev. W.F. Partridge 
Rev. J.H. Kirk 
Rev. H.S. Raynor 

Because they had considerable sway with their people, 

these men were able to secure at least one of the points of their 

pastoral charges for the United Church. This personal influence 

that the minister had was an important factor. J. H. Kirk, for 

example, was able to secure the church in Glenelg for the 

unionists, after a great deal of controversy. He was not able to 

gain the one in East River St. Mary's. Kirk had grown up in 

Glenelg and had a network of extended family in the Glenelg 

congregation. The strength gained for the unionist cause in the 

above areas is proven by the fact that in most of thes e 

minister 's charges, even if some churches remained Presbyterian, 

usually a United Church was later built. 

Because of the greater adherence to union by those in 

the church's leadership roles, by the spring of 1925 some 

congregati ons in the presbytery found themselves completely 

bereft of their former leade r s . In First and St. Andrew's 

churches, Pictou the two minis ters and all s ess ion member s 

resigned in protest because the church members voted to continue 

in the Presbyterian Church . In the few months after the December 

voting the presbytery received the r esignations of eight of its 



ministers. 

At the March 1925 meeting of Pictou Presbytery the 

appointing of commissioners to the General Assembly was 

discussed. After some deliberation it was agreed that the rules 

governing the election of Commissioners to the assembly would be 

suspended for the year. Eight commissioners were elected, seven 

in favour of union and one against the union. Four alternates 

were also name d, all of whom were pro-union. Relations between 

unionist and anti-unionist parties continued to deteriorate. 

This incident in presbytery simply gave further impetus to the 

fire of allegations of "fixing" in presbytery. 

On 10 June 1925 the United Church of Canada came into 

being and th e official parting of the ways took place. The 

immediate outcome for continuing Presbyterians was a drastic 

shortage of ministers. Of the 30 ministers with congregations in 

Pictou Presbytery, only 5 continued as Presbyterians, one of whom 

retired (See Appendix). This meant that four ministers were left 

with th e pastoral responsibilities of the majority of th e 

presbytery's people. Students were used to fill the vacancies 

temporarily where they could be found. 

For some churches it was not immediately clear as to 

whom the church properties belonged. At Glenelg, for example a 

vote had been taken in December 1924. 
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TABLE 3 

Church Union Vote December 1924 - Glenelg Presbyterian Church 

Favouring Union 
Against Union 

Totals 

Members 

47 
44 

91 

Adherents 

8 
17 

25 

Total 

55 
61 

116 

(Taken from Glenelg Papers, Maritime Conference Archives, 
Halifax, N.S .) 

When t he total number of votes (members and adherents) were 

counted the church at Glenelg continued Presbyterian by a 

majority of six. However, when only member votes were counted 

the church entered the United Church by a majority of three. The 

continuing Presbyterians accepted the former figures, while the 

uni onists accepted the latter figures . So on 10 June 1925 both 

t he United Church and the continuing Presbyterians claimed the 

church propert y . 

After a l ocal conf r o ntation the unionists were refused 

entry to the church by the c ontinuing Presbyterians . The i ssue 

was only settled in December 1 925 when the case appeared before 

the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia. The Court ruled in favour of 

the United Church of Canada judging that only member votes we r e 

legal in the pre - union votes. In support of the congre gatio n the 

New Glasgow pa per addre sse d the loss at Glene lg: 

... bu t as l ong as we have congregations the 
q ues t ion of buildings i s a smaller matter . 
Our Fathe r s worshi p pe d under the blue c a nopy 
of h eave n an d in l o g chu r ch e s an d t he 
Pre s byt erians o f today who have go ne through 
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persecution and hardship for their 
convictions and for vital principles, are 
made of the same stuff as their Fathers­
they may take our buildings from us but they 
cannot take away from us •The building not 
made with hands eternal in the heavens.•2 0 

That same month in the County Court at Pictou the 

congregation of Saltsprings found itself deliberating over 

possession of the church property . The congregation had voted 

against union in December 1924 by a majority of fourteen. In the 

summer of 1925 the unionist dominated session declared the first 

vote void . Without official passage of session these unionist 

elders held a second vote , under supervision of the United Church 

Presbytery of Pictou. Continuing Presbyterians did not attend 

the vote and the unionist session declared victory. Taking 

possession of the building they refused entry to the continuing 

Presbyterians. 

The County Court ruled in favour of the second vote and 

the property passed to the United Church of Canada . In March 1929 

this decision was appealed by the continuing Presbyterians to the 

Supreme Court of Nova Scotia. Ruling in favour of the first vote 

the provincial court over turned the earlier action. The 

property was returned t o the Presbyterian s . The United 

de l egat ion appealed this decision in February 1929 to the Supreme 

Court of Canada without success . A second appeal was made to the 

Judical Committee of the Privy Council of London in June 1930 

without success . Th e property remained in the hands of the 

Presbyterians on the basis of the first vote. 

The decades after union brought many difficulties for 
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both the continuing Presbyterians and unionists in rural areas. 

In some locations congregations were reduced by almost half, 

which meant that it was difficult to pay ministers and to keep up 

buildings that seated more people than was needed. 

First Presbyterian Church, New Glasgow was the 

presbytery's largest congregation in 1925, with almost 1500 

individuals under pastoral care . Responding to the increased 

industrialization about the turn of the century in New Glasgow 

the church had erected a new building in 1914. The structure was 

Pictou County's largest church and was built to accommodate 1200 

people. Nearly $60,000.00 was spent on construction and 

furnishings. 

At the time of Church Union it was only by a majority 

of 51% that this church continued in the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada. From 1925 to 1926 the number of families in the church 

dropped from 369 to 210. The remnant faced a debt of $27,400.00. 

The following years we re difficult, particularly with the 

depression of the 1930s . 

In other parts of the presbytery continuing 

Presbyterians we r e faced with the construction of ne w buildings. 

Presbyterians worked t ogether. This is demonstrated by the list 

of contributors t o th e building fund of the continuing 

Presbyterians at Glenelg : 



East River St. Mary's Congregation 
Friends in New Glasgow 
Caledonia and Smithfied Congregations 
Others Outside the Congregation 
W.M.S. (Pictou Presbyterial) 
Anderson's and Sons, Sherbrooke 
Mrs Torrey, Pictou 

$ 243.00 
345.00 
217.00 
520.00 
100.00 
100.00 

20.00 
$1545.00 

s 
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0 
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The Presbyterian Presbytery of Pictou used Glenelg as C 

an example of what continuing Presbyterians were able to " , 

accomp lish working together. The Eastern Chronicle reported wi th b , 

enthusiasm the church's dedication service on 21 November 1925: 

Glenelg was the mecca for Presbyterians of 
Eastern Nova Scotia, when the new 
Pre sby t e rian Church was dedicate d after a 
tru e Presbyterian fashion •••• Perhaps the 
laigest attendance at a church service in a 
rural community within recent years.2 2 

Th e guest preacher in his sermon stressed the 

importance of the continuation of the Presby terian Church, and 

made an attempt to smooth over the troubles within the community 

that continued t o fester for years later. The report quoted the 

preacher: 

This pulpit must put the emphasis on the o l d 
gospel, the Presbyterian doctrines and 
ideals . You p eople in Glenelg have left the 
church yonder rath er than sac rifi ce 
principle . At sacrifice and cost you have 
built thi s church . Canada toda y needs the 
Pr esbyte rian Chu r ch , her ideal s , h er 
doctrines incarnated into t he l ife of her 
people . We must work not to beat a rival 
ch urch , rather t o build up a spiritua~ life 
in our own community and in our nation. 3 

The laity of Pictou Presbytery refused t o l e t go of t he 

Presbyterian Church , and in spite of the advice of their 
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spiritual leaders refused to concur with the United Church of 

Canada. 

In Pictou Presbytery, Nova Scotia, the greater portion 

of congregation members did not follow their ministers into the 

United Church of Canada . Support for the continuing Presbyterian 

Church was especially strong in the rural areas and in the more 

"established" towns of Pictou County . These were Scots who had 

been accustomed to acting on their own initiative in church 

matters. They had lived through church divisions before. These 

experiences, combined with the vitality of the Scottish culture 

and traditions , became important reasons for non-concurrence to 

Church Union of 1925 in Pictou Presbytery. The local newspapers 

provided extra fuel for the fire of conflict and division, as did 

t he r estrictive actions of the Presbytery. It was the strong 

commitment on the part of the laity and the leadership offered by 

a small minority of ministers that allowed the Presbyterian 

Church to strongly persist in the Presbytery of Pictou. 
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- APPENDIX -
CHURCH UNION VOTE 1925 - PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU 

Union Votes 
Place For Against 

Antigonish 86 X 
Barney's River 33 
Blue Mountain 1 
Garden of Eden 2 
Cape John 17 
Cariboo 25 X 
East River, St.Mary's 29 
Glenelg 47 X 
EastRiver-Springville 17 
Ferrona (independent) -
Gair loch 22 
Middle River 19 
Hopewell 87 
Lorne 103 X 
Little Harbour 21 
Pictou Landing 2 
Merigomish 52 
French River 7 
McLellan's Mtn. 8 
McLellan's Brook 5 
Mulgrave 13 
New Glasgow - First 291 

- St. Andrew's 163 
- United 73 

Pictou - First 151 
- St. Andrew's 88 

Saltsprings 55 
West River Station 12 
Scots burn 103 
Lyons Brook 45 X 
Millsville 27 X 
Sherbrooke 24 
Stellarton -St.Johns 137 X 

-Sharon 294 X 
Sunnybrae 
St. Paul's 
Tho rburn 
Sutherland's 
Tre nto n 

Ri ver 

Uni o n Centre 
Loc h a b e r 
West v i l l e - Carme l 

- St. Phil i p ' s 
West Br a nch River John 
Gre e n Hil l 
Durham 

32 
10 
19 

9 
190 X 

58 X 
1 8 

160 X 
18 2 X 

14 X 
41 
31 

19 
103 X 

80 X 
50 X 
40 X 
23 
57 X 
44 
68 X 

1 X 
94 X 
42 X 

107 X 
72 
82 X 
42 X 

111 X 
45 X 
42 X 
17 X 
18 X 

301 X 
287 X 
336 X 
207 X 
214 X 

69 X 
32 X 

117 X 
28 

5 
48 X 

114 
178 

81 X 
57 X 

1 26 X 
21 X 
55 
1 8 
1 8 X 

1 22 
1 68 

9 
58 X 

1 02 X 

Percentage in 
the Majority 

82.% 
75. 
99. 
96. 
70. 
53. 
66. 
52. 
80. 

81. 
62. 
55. 
59. 
80. 
95. 
68. 
87. 
84. 
77. 
58. vacant 
51. 
64. 
82. 
58. 
71. 
56. 
73. 
53. 
62. 
84. 
67. 
55. 
62. 
7 2 . 
8 5 . 
87. 
7 0 . 
78. 
76. 
so. 
57 . 
52 . 
61. 
57 . 
77 . 

(This lis t n o t inc luding Miss i on Po ints) 

Minister's 
Allegiance 

Union 
Union 
Anti-U 
Anti-U 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Anti-U 
Anti-U 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 

Union 
Union 
Anti-U 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Anti-U 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Union 
Anti-U 
Ant i-U 
Un ion 
Un ion 
Union 
Un ion 
Union 
Union 
Unio n 
Un i o n 

X - denotes final deci s i o n on the church property 

1 
K 

2 
1 

3 
p 
C 
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SOME INFLUENCES OF 

THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT 

ON CANADIAN PRESBYTERIANISM, 

1886-1925. 

By C. Mark Steinacher 

The purpose of this paper is to explore some of the 

i nfluences of the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions 

on the Presbyteri a n Church in Canada. While difficult to isolate 

such i nfluence, it may be demonstrated that the Volunteer 

Movement's impact on Canadian Presbyte rianism was as a part of a 

l arger movement with wh ich it shared several features . While 

Presbyterian students actually served overseas in larger 

proportions than the membersh ip of the Presbyteri an Church would 

suggest, in general they d i d not voluntee r d i sproport i onately, 

certain l y not as readily as members of the Method ist Church. The 

record of the Baptists was mixed, while Church of England 

students were significantly underrepresented. This lack lustre 

participation suggests the Volunteer Movement appealed to a 

pa r t icular wing of the Presbyte rian Church . I t is the contention 

of thi s paper that the Moveme nt drew primarily, thoug h not 

e xc lusively, on the fundamental ist el ement in the Presbyt erian 

Church in Canada, e s peci ally upon those wi th what may be called 

"pentecostal" tendencies . 

":! c, 
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Information is sketchy, but the relationship of the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada and the Student Volunteer Movement 

may be traced through three types of evidence. Biographical 

material highlights the lives of Jonathan Goforth (1859-1937) and 

James Gale (1863-1937). Literary evidence, especially the 

published proceedings of the 1902 Student Volunteer Convention in 

Toronto, further establishes the link between the Volunteer 

Movement, the Presbyterian Church in Canada and fundamentalism. 

Finally, statistical evidence of Presbyterian involvement in the 

Volunteer Movement may be traced by examination of the records of 

students sailing for foreign mission fields. These lists, 

cove r ing the period 1906-1923, coupled with Canadian Student 

Volunteer Forms (some dating as late of 1925) on deposit in the 

Archives of the United Church of Canada, are of great value in 

determining denominational participation rates. 

The genesis of t he Student Vo lunteer Movement for Fo re i gn 

Miss i ons was a gather i ng of student s nea r Northfield, 

Mas sachusetts , the birthplac e of Dw i ght Lyman Mood y ( 1837- 18 99 ). 

Later Moody f ounde d two "prep sc hoo l s" there a nd s ponsored 

confe r ences annually, inv it i ng young people t o hear various 

po pular speake rs of the day . At the 1886 mee t ing, the Student 

Vo luntee r Moveme nt f or Foreign Missions was born1 • By 1888 t he 

movement had become f o rma lly organized wi t h J ohn Ral e i gh Mott 

( 1865- 1955) 2 as cha i rman a nd with "The Eva nge li za tion of the 

Wo r ld in t his Generation " a s its slogan. An international uni on 

was f ormed in 18923 • 
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Jonathan Goforth was one of the first respondents to the 

Volunteer call, coming forward in the fall of 18864 • 

Accompanied by the Rev. Dr. James Frazer Smith, M.D., they 
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arrived in China in 1888, followed shortly by Ors. William 
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McClure and Donald MacGillivray and yet again in a year by a 

further eight missionaries5
• Goforth was influenced by D.L.

Moody8, and by other prominent conservatives, such A.T. 

Pierson, a leader of the Student Volunteer Movement, with whom 

Goforth shared a "Believers' Conference" podium at 

Niagara-on-the-Lake7 in 1885. As neither Goforth nor Pierson's 

names appear on a list of speakers, it is not clear if this is 

the same "Prophetic Bible Conference" mentioned by Ronald 

Sawatsky8 • On the other hand, both Conferences laid heavy 

emphasis on the Second Coming of Christ9, suggesting only one 

meeting took place. The noted Canadian fundamentalist and 

dispensationalist Henry Martyn Parsons (1828-1913), minister of 

Knox Church, Spadina, was a personal friend of Goforth and 

performed his wedding10 • He provides a further link between 

Presbyterianism and fundamentalism. Parsons' claim that "God had 

but one Son and He made Him a missionary" 11
, parallels the 

assertion of Dr. Adoniram Judson Gordon (1836-1895) that "Jesus 

Christ was the first Great Foreign Missionary" 1 2 • 

Another mission pioneer, James Scarth Gale, shared a similar 

spiritual background. In 1887, Gale listened to Robert Parmalee 

Wilder (1863-1938)13 and a Mr. Forman as they came to Toronto 

as emissaries of the Volunteer Movement14
• Theologically 

conservative, he subscribed to the Evangelical Allian�E's

doctrinal basis. Although anachro�istic to describe it as
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"fundamentalist " , the document included the five basic 

theological touchstones enshrined a quarter of a century later in 

the pamphlets15 • He warm ly praised uncompromi sing men such as 

Hudson Tay lor (1832-1905), founder of the China Inland Mission18 

, the Scottish Reformer John Knox (1513-1572) 17 , and e vangel i st 

D.L. Moody18. 

Gale's faith had a deep, if e xtreme trust in scripture, 

accepting both the e xistence of demons and of Jesus' power t o 

cast them out19 • Thi s eventually e xpressed itself in what may 

be called "pentecosta l " revivali sm20 • The term pentecostal ism 

is coined to d istinguish members of "mainline" de nominations who 

affirmed a present intervention of God the Holy Spirit in the 

affairs of His peop le from advocates of Pentecostalism proper. 

The latter insisted upon the evidence of gl ossolalia (speaking in 

tongues) by each and every believer as the d i stinctive testimony 

of salvation and of "Holy Spir it baptism" . pentecosta ls , in 

contrast, d id not make such an assertion, but we re separated from 

other members of the ir mainline denominations by moving beyond a 

basic orthodox repetition of the real ity of the third person of 

the Tr inity to a viscera l persona l experience of what t hey 

interpreted to be supernatural interventions of God the Holy 

Spirit in the work of the Chu r ch . Admi ttedly the distinction 

must be made subjectively on occasion . 

As an e xampl e of pentecosta lisrn in Gale's minis t ry , one may 

refer t o a long passage from his Ko rea in Tr a nsition wh i ch he 

devoted to de s c ribing a spiri t ual awakening in that As i a n nation 

2 1 When presse d to descr ibe the e Yper i enc e of t he re,ival , an 
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unnamed missionary claimed "the atmosphere here seems like 

Northfield "22 , referring to the East Northfield Conference of 

1886. Goforth came from Manchuria to observe but arrived too 

late. Later as he related eye-witness accounts, however, a 

similar revival occured in Manchuria23. 

lJ 3 

Goforth's own books basically consist of extended reports of 

Chinese revivals. ~ MY Spirit sets out some of his pentecostal 

doctrine. "Though we speak of the manifestations at Pentecost as 

being abnormal, yet we ma i ntain that Pentecost was normal 

Christianity .... My conviction is that the Divine power, so 

manifest in the Church at Pentecost , was nothing more nor less 

than what should be in evidence in the Church today"2 4 • The 

title of Goforth's autobiographical a ccount of Chinese revivalism 

was taken from Zec hariah 4 :6, a verse whi c h also appeared in an 

address to t he Toronto Student Volunteer Convention in 1902 by 

t he Rev . Dr. J ohn Potts, a prominent Canadian Methodist25 • 

That Toronto Convention was the only one held in Canada, 

providing opportunity for direc t Canadian input. As preparations 

f or t he Convention were being made, Caroline MacDona ld, a 

Presbyterian, was President of the Toronto Vo lunteers26 . She 

later sailed t o Japan wi th t he YWCA. 

Pr inc ipal William Caven (1830-1904), who represe nts a link 

wi th fundamentalism in general, spoke on the Movement's influe nce 

27 His "The Testimony of Christ to the Ol d Testament" was 

published post-hurnously in t he Fundamentals . As with other 

figures who d ied before the po lar i za tion between "M:>dernists" and 



"Fundamenta 1 i st·s" which wou 1 d occur in the 192Os and 193Os2 8 , 

Caven does not fit neatl y into either of the catego r i e s 

"fundament a li st" o r "soc ial gos pe l er " . Not opposed t o s c r i ptura l 

c riti c ism, he severely -restricted its use29 . In 1899 Cave n was 

a special lecturer at the conservative Toronto Bi ble Tra i ning 

School 30 . He obs erved that the Student Volunteer Movement's 

benefits included deeper spirituality and increased mi ss i on 

awareness31 . He e ven went as far as to state: "There cannot 

be too muc h zeal. There is no fea r of ... true zeal e ver becoming 

e xce ssive" 32 . 

Robert Elliott Speer ( 1867- 1947 ) , Sec retary of t he Board of 

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church i n the Uni t e d States 

fr om 1891 to 193733 , in a dd it i o n t o g iving t he theme add r ess 

a nd two other messages a t the Toront o Convention34 a l so 

contributed to t he Fundamentals35 . Unlike Caven, Speer oppose d 

higher criticism36 . Other Presblterian contributors incl uded 

Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield (1851- 1921 )3 7 and John Timothy 

Stone (1868-1954 ) , a one-time America n Pre sbyterian moderator, 

who a l so apparen t ly partook of the pentecostal view3s . 

This pneumati c thrust is not simply a retrospec tive i nsi ght . 

Of the earliest convention it was r eported: " I n days when t he 

Church of God is char ged ... with ignoring or d istort i ng the 

teac hing of Jesus about the power of the Holy Ghost for servi ce, 

it 1s notewo rthy that the theme of Dr. A. J. Gordon's address, 

'The Ho ly Sp i r it i n Missions ', was t he subject emphasized as mos t 

irr,portant by nearly al 7 present"3 9 • Gordon a verred "I know 

nothing liKe i t since t he day o f Pentecost" 4 C . 
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Potts evinced a similar pentecostal stream in the Canadian 

Methodism of the day: "The great need of the Church ... is a 

mighty baptism of the Holy Spirit .... Let us rejoice in the 

thought that we are living in the dispensation of the Holy 

Spirit; that ... Pentecost in all its spiritual power may come to 

us in richer measure than ever before" 41 • There was a firm 

expectation of the believer's direct and practical experience of 

the power of God the Holy Spirit. 

Books most frequent ly noted on volunteers' forms were A.H. 

Smi th's Upl i ft of China, Gale's Korea in Transition, Mott's 

Decisi ve Hour a nd India Awake ni ng. Uplift and Transition have 

pentecostal elements, suppo r ting the contention that the Student 

Vo lunteer Movement appealed t o a fundamentalist constituency. 

Gale's Transi tion is the mo re lurid of the two in its e xtensive 

desc r i ption of a spi r itual rev i val 42 • Overall, Uplift takes a 

more s c ientif i c approach , a lthough the author clear ly states that 

those "who a r e needed are t hose who have f i rst been infilled by 

the Spir it of God" 43. 

Of ne ce ssi ty in a limited study , one must po rtray the 

s i tuation with broad brush-strokes . It mu s t be reme mbered that 

not a l l Pr e sby ter i a n vo lu nteers were fu ndamentalists . Thi s 

va ri ety may be demonstrated by comparin g a r ticles by two 

Pr esbyteri a ns who later entered union in 1925 and contri but ed t o 

Forward wi t h China, which detailed United Church work in China at 

t he tim& of mi ssi onary e ~pulsio~s in 19 28 . 



T.A . Broadfoot, who sailed in 190744 , tended to 

fundamentalism, stressing the "deep and sat isfying truths of the 

Christian religion" 45 , and remarking that "the Gospel of God's 

love and saving power [is] being proclaimed to needy and 

sin-burdened souls. Many ... have been born again and the fruits 

of the Spirit are being manifested in their changed lives."48 • 

SVM influence surfaces in an allusion to Speer's address to the 

Detroit Convention4 7. 

At the other end of the spec trum was Andrew Thomson 

(1880- 1957), who sailed in 190648 • Although taking due note of 

the Volunteer Movement's part in Goforth and Smith's arri val i n 

Honan49 a nd ment ioning the "quadrenn i al conferences touching 

e ve ry student generation " , the call for "The Evangelization of 

the Wo rld in this Generation ", the effects of the Laymen's 

Miss ionary Movement, the Woman 's [ sic] Missionary Societies, a nd 

the Mi ssi on Bands 5 0 , one cannot escape the sensat ion that the y 

are but dr y statements of fact. Totally absent from a ny of the 

more than one hundred pages written by Thomson is a ny th ing 

s macki ng of fundamenta lism . The Cross doe s not f i gure and the 

only referenc e to the Holy Spirit is t o the "pneuma t ica" of 

leadership51 • Thomson is also significant, becaus e his chosen 

field was incorrectly indicated in the records of the Rochester 

Convention52 . Th i s er r or , a s well a s two ful ly reg i stered 

volunteers not being noted a s such53 , remind the researcher to 

use t he primary doc ume nt s cauti ous ly. 

No t a l l of t he e vi de nc e l ink i ng t he Pr e s byte r i a n Churc h , the 

Vo l unt ee r Movement and f undamen t a l i s m is su bjec tive . The la r ge 
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volume of Student Volunteer forms (in e xcess of si x hundred ) 

stored i n the United Church Arch ives lend themsel ves to 

quant i ficat i on and compari s on wi t h obj e c tive standards . Various 

level s of comm i tment t o the Vo lunteer movement were possible. 

Many who sa i led d i d not s i gn the volunteer pledge at all. Others 

signed, but did not register with the Canadian organization. 

Those actually registering were few54 • In his treatment of 

Church Union, Claris Edwin Silcox provided an Appendi x listing 

the "Ratio of Specified Denominat~ons to Total Population in 

Census Years" 5 5 from 1871 t o 193 1. Of i nterest to th i s paper 

a re his f i gures f o r 191 1 and 192 1, the he art of the per i od in 

which Volun tee r f o rms have been preserved. 

As only Protestants part ic i pated i n the Student Vol unteer 

Moveme nt, it is inapprop r i a te t o re f er t o the size o f various 

denominat ions in r e l at i on t o t he genera l popul ation . Figures 

must be adjust ed t o ind icate the relative s trengths of each body 

within t he Prot e s t a nt rea l m. When Ad ve ntist s , Buddh ists , 

Confusians , Doukhobo r s , f oll owers of "Easte r n Reli gions" a nd t he 

" I nternat ional Bi ble Stude nts", Roman Ca tho li c, Greek Catho li c 

and Orthodox Chri s ti ans, Jews , Mormons , "pagans" , a nd Un i t ar ians 

a re r emoved from the s ampl e , t he r e mai nder repre s ents the 

perce ntage of the populati o n whi c h could be defi ned a s "o rthodox 

Protes tants ", I n 1911 orthodox Pr ot es tan t s comprised 55.95% of 

the popul a tion a nd rose s li ght ly t o 56 . 55% by t he ne xt census 56 

The t wo larges t Protes t a nt bod i es i n 192 1 we r e the 

Pre s byt er i a ns a nd t he An gli c a n~, bo t h repre s e nt ing a l ittl e more 

t han twen t y-e i ght pe r-ce nt of the narrowe d popula t i on . In t he 

same yea r Method i sts has slippe d t o Just over twenty-three 
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per-cent of the Protestant spectrum and the Baptists had also 

declined t o approx imately eight and a half percent. 

It could be argued that Presbyterians, who represented 

roughly 28% of the Canadian Protestant population in the period 

1911-1921, responded with reasonable enthusiasm, representing 

27.4% of all Canadians sailing57 • Their rate of participation 

was virtually equal what population would indicate. However, if 

fully registered volunteers are considered, eighteen of a total 

of fifty-five (32.7%) were Presbyte rians58 , indicating the y 

were far more likely to follow through on the initial commitment 

than membe rs of other bodies. 

in Canada responded poorly. 

By contrast, the Church of England 

Representing 26 to 28% of the 

population , they accounted for less than thirteen per-cent of 

those sailed, less than half what one would predi ct, based on 

their proportion of Protestant population. Bapt ists tended to 

vo luntee r i n large numbers (almost 26%, cf . App.4), but were far 

less likely to f o llow th rou gh o n that commitment by sail in g: 

on l y 5.5% of fully registered Canadian Volunteers sailing were 

Baptists. 

The greatest rati o of genera l missionary volunteers sa i led 

t o populat i on was achi e ved by the Methodists. The y produced a 

rate of participation roughly one and a third t i mes t heir 

strength in the general population5 9 • If fully reg istered 

volunteers are used , the Metho d i st response appears even 

stronger, accoun t i ng for n i neteen of t he fifty-five registered 

vo l un t eers . This a l most th irty-f ive perc e nt of sailed Vo luntee rs 

equals almost one a nd a ha l f t i me s more t han the i r sha re of t ota l 
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Protestant population. 

One wonders why Presbyterians, while responding strongly, 

did not reach the levels set by the Method ists. Neglect is the 

suggestion of one writer. As early as 1903, W.H. May of the 

Presbyterian College Journal wrote: "The volunteer movement has 

been open to criticism, through the unfaithfulness of many of its 

members, and our Church does well to take some steps to organize 

the volunteers within its fold, and to do what it can to have 

them hold fast to their purpose "eo . 

It is also possible that this situation reflected 

theologica l d i fferences in Presbyterianism. Gi ven the strong 

link between the Vo lunteer Movement and fundamentalism, it 

appears the movement especi ally appealed to thi s narrow portion 

of the spectrum . One must remembe r that not all reg istered 

volunteers were fundamentalists: more than one proponent of 

muscular Christianity offered t o "help as an all-round athlete" 

e 1 

Yet man y volunteers often gave graphic dep ictions of their 

spiritual e xperience. Vivid pentecostal imagery surfaces on the 

f orms of at least two volunteers who ente red Home Mission wo rk , 

whe re the y speak in pointed terms of e xperiencing God 's call . 

Rose Bol ton relates her decis ion was made in "Sept 1908 . Under 

the gui dance of t he Spirit after struggling aga inst it for many 

days" 62 • Similarly , Adeline Sharpe maintains that "the Spi rit 

of God was pleading with me for several days" . No less bold is 

the language of other volunteers , such a s F.M. Walker's cla i m 
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that she had been guided "by the Holy Spirit striving in my heart 

and throug h a revelation in the word of God " . Phrases such as " I 

have not consul ted with flesh and blood " (J. Lindsay), " it was 

the Sp i rit of God which spoke to me " (M. McKnight ); and "It was 

through the Ho ly Spirit working in my heart and mind" (E.M. 

Valens) suggest powerful, almost tangible, e xperiences . This 

profound faith included a belief in God's ability to redirect 

events "opening the way " for service113 • 

Presbyteri an Volunteers sometimes adopted views and 

practices we l l outsi de the denominational mainstream. For 

e xample, Jessie Duff assured t hose processing he r f orms t hat " I 

be l i ve in Divine Healing and have been healed several t i mes " . 

Another unusual prac ti ce noted by a small percentage of 

Presbyterian Vo lunteers was baptism by immersi on 11 4 • Thomas 

Lindores, writ in g in 1923 noted hi s de nomi nat ion as 

"Presbyterian: [ but] I was baptized lately at Pentecostal 

Assembly" . How long he remained a Presbyte ri a n in good stand ing 

is not known. An apocalyptic, d ispensational ist belief that the 

world had entered the "Last Days" is recorded on the f orm 

submitted by Joseph Li ndsay: "While true Christians are 

real ising the i r responsi bilities a nd l iving neare r to Christ, we 

are li v ing i n pe ri lous t imes . Evi l men and seducers are waxi ng 

worse and worse deceiving and being deceived. The world is an 

armed camp. Satan is gathering the nations together f or war. 

The whole world li eth in wickedness and awful doom e xtends ove r 

it. I f t hey believe not Christ's testimony neither will the y 

belie ve ours . The s~a and the wa ve s are roaring - the re is 

d i st res s of n at i on s w i th p e r p 1 e x i t) . " I n a mo re o rt hod ox and 

C 



,art 

" I 

\S 

I 

19 

,e 

,e 

fundamental i st manner he also aff i rmed that the Bible was " the 

Word of t he Livi ng God ... t he i nf a l l i b l e Wor d of Go d ". 

51 

The c onse rvati ve , fu ndamental i st connecti on of 

Presbyter i a ni s m and the Volunteers is strengthened by analysis of 

the co lleges a t tended by Vo lunteers . No strong trend appears in 

the Vo lunteers who sailed: si xteen out of fifty-mention ment ion 

t he i r schoo l, wi th about one-th i rd hav ing attended McGill, 

one- qua r ter Univers i t y Col lege, To ronto and a fifth Victo ria 

Coll e ge . One sailed Vol unteer noted having attended the To r onto 

Bible School ( Laura Mood ie) . 

The pi c tu r e changes whe n the co ll e ge a f f i liat ion of 

Pres byterian Student Vol unt eers who did not s ail i s cons ide r ed. 

Of the f orty-two who provided t hat i nformation , mo r e t han hal f 

(twent y-two) a t tended the Toronto Bible Coll e ge65 and one 

atte nded t he Moody Bibl e Institute (L isa Glenden n ing ) . 

Fundame nt al i s t Knox Church, Spad i na was home t o a t leas t three 

stude nt voluntee rs66 . 

The on ly ot he r insti tu tion noted by mo re than two Vo luntee r s 

was Da l housi e Un iversity , where f ourteen Vo lunteer s reg i s t ered67 

This group undersco r es that the Student Vo lunt eer Movement was 

not t he sol e prese r ve of t he fu ndamen t alis t s . Steeping 

themselves in the wr it i ngs o f Har r y Eme rson Fosd ick ( 1878- 1969) 

and Wa l ter Rauschenbusch ( 1861-1918), they represe nted the Social 

Gospel orientation in Pre sbyterianism . I t is si gnificant that no 

reg i stered Canadi a n Volunteer fr om Da lhousie Un iversity sailed . 



When the Rev . Charles Alexander Malcolm was re f used by the 

Presbyte r ian Foreign Miss i on Board, he lamente d: " I have come i n 

touc h with me n who have gone t o the Foreign field and thei r story 

has been 'I hardly got t he re.' Almost all have the same story . 

Every pos sible obstac le is e v idently placed in the way of the 

miss ionary enthus iast - to t ry his intentions perhaps ... but more 

and more I think the Committees are made up of men gifted wi th 

much bluff and hot air who are not so anx ious as they seem for 

men f o r the far field. Perhaps the Presbyterian Churc h of Canada 

i s alone i n t his - I hope s o f or i f all put up such a mi s l eading 

cry they can e xpect no great res ults in Eva nge l ising the wo r l d 

within t he 20 twenty yea rs or so" . 

When a ll owances a r e ma de f or Mal co lm ' s d isappointment , he 

still provides a cl ue to t he Pr e s byt e r i a ns ' l ower rate of 

participat ion in t he Student Volunt eer Movement . I f indeed the 

l e adersh ip of the Ch urc h was t urning mo r e t o the Social Gos pe l , 

at t he e xpense of the i nd ivi dualism of f undament alism, t hen 

volunteers may have been active l y d iscouraged . These would have 

sought mission p lacements elsewhere. Analysis of Canadian 

student volunteer f orms a dds wei ght t o t h is theory. Only eleven 

of the eighteen r egistered Pr esbyte r ian volunteers sailed under 

the aegis of the Presbyterian Church Chu r ch in Canada . Forty 

per-cent of identifiable Pr esbyterians served unde r d iffe r ent 

boards 6 8 . No other denomi nat ion suffered this h igh rate of 

l oss t o outside organizati ons (the Baptists ' e xper i ence is not 

statisti c a l ly si gn if i cant because of the small size of the 

samp l e ) . Some denomi nat ions , s uc h a s the Church of England and 

t he Congregat iona lis t s lost nc Vo l un tee rs t o independen t boards, 
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while only two Methodists chose to serve outside of their 

denominational structure59 • 

53 

It is impractical · to attempt to trace how many Presbyterians 

went overseas with boards such as the China Inland Mission or the 

Sudan Interior Mission, although this may account for a large 

number of Presbyterians. Goforth's daughter Mary signed a 

vo lunteer pledge form indicating the China Inland Mission as an 

option. Her sister Ruth sailed with the Christian & Missionary 

Alliance7 0 . 

Few Volunteers sought information about miss ions through 

"offic i al " channels. Althoug h four mention the influence of the 

Re v . Dr . R.P. MacKa y , Secretary of t he Foreign Mission Board, the 

less sedate James Gale re ce ived most credit as an influence (nine 

f olk), f o ll owed closely by t he equally free-wheeling Jonathan 

Gofor t h, noted by seven . Only f ive make me ntion of receiving 

missionary intelligence from the Presbyterian Re co rd, none of 

whom sa i1 ed71 • Vo luntee rs tended t o find informati on instead 

t hrou gh books , several of whi ch we r e published in the United 

Sta tes, bypass ing denominational sources. 



In summary, the vital link between the Student Volunteer 

Movement and the Presbyterian Church in Canada was a pentecostal 

fundamentalism. Displayed in the ministries of pioneers such as 

Goforth and Gale, it may also be traced through the writings of 

Presbyterians such as Speer and Stone. 

Not all who sailed as volunteers shared that strain of 

Presbyterianism. Some, like Thomson, represented the practical, 

applied Christianity of the Social Gospel. As this theology 

gained popularity, Presbyteri a ns began to seek other missions are 

avenues of service. Yet, the Student Volunteer Movement was a 

factor in Presbyterians sailing to foreign mission fields at a 

rate slightly greater than the ir representation in the general 

population. However, as it appealed primaril y to a limited 

constituency, its impact was not as great as upon Canadian 

Me thodists. On t he who le, t he Student Volun tee r Movement 

benefitted the miss ions of the Presbyterian Church of Canada from 

the sending of Gofo rth in 1887 unt i l the period immediately 

preceding union. 
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Appendi x 1: 

Breakdown of Canad i an students sailed, 
denom i nati on: 

Year: p M 

1906 9 10 
1907 2 11 
19 0 8 4 13 
1909 9 16 
1910 10 11 
1 911 8 6 
191 2 10 12 
1913 1 1 10 
1914 16 9 
1915 10 7 
1916 6 6 
1 91 7 5 3 
19 18 2 3 
1 91 9 9 4 
1920 13 10 
19 21 13 26 
19 22 4 1 1 
1923 5 2 

Totals 146 170 

As%: 27. 4 32 . 0 

Legend: 
P = Presbyterian 
M = Method ist 
B = Baptist 

B C/ E 0 

5 1 -
2 - 3 
4 - 12 
1 1 8 
2 3 7 
1 5 5 
5 6 8 
2 3 3 
- - 7 
5 1 2 
5 4 3 
2 3 8 
7 4 8 
6 - 7 
1 5 8 
9 3 14 
2 1 8 
- 1 5 

59 4 1 1 1 6 

1 1 . 1 7. 7 2 1 . 8 

55 

1906-1923 , by 

Total 

25 
18 
33 
35 
33 
25 
41 
29 
32 
25 
24 
21 
24 
26 
37 
65 
26 
13 

532 

100 

( I n each of the above, f i gures inc l ude Canadians 
miss ions operated by their American a ffil i ates.) 
C/ E = Church of England I n Canada 

who served with 

0 = Others 
- two indi vi dua l missions make 

- China I n land Mission: 
-Sudan I nt erio r Mission : 

up a si gni f icant mi nority: 
17 ( 3. 2%) 
16 (3.0%) 

All information compiled from the printed r e ports of the Student 
Vo lunteer Convent ions (New York, Student Volunteer Movement For 
Foreign Missions , 191 0 , 1914, 1924.) 
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Appendi x 2 : 

Breakdown of Canadian students, reg i stered with Student Volunteer Movement 
who s a i led between 1906-1925, by denomination: 

Denominati on : Noted: 

Methodists : 19 
Presbyterians: 18 
Church of England: 7 
Baptists: 3 
Congregationalists: 3 
Others: 3 
Not gi ven: 2 

Tota 1 : 55 

Per Cent 
· of tota 1: 

34 . 5 
32.7 
12.7 

5 . 5 
5 . 5 
5 . 5 
3 . 6 

100 . 0 

Per Cent of 
Population 

23 . 3-26 . 8 
27.7-28 . 4 
25.9-28 . 3 
8.5-9 . 5 
0.6-0.8 

N/A 
N/A 

Sa i led w/ 
Different 
Mission 

2 
7 
0 
1 
0 

N/ A 
N/A 

10 

Per cent 01 

denomi nat i, 

10.5 
38.9 

0 
33 .3 

0 

(United Chu rc h Ar c hi ve s : SCM Co llec tion, boxes 84-46 and 84- 134.) 

Info rma ti on regard i ng ratio of Specified Denominations t o Total Populat i or 
range a c co rd ing t o Cens us , 1911 & 1921 was derived from Si lcox , Church 
Un ion ID Cana da, p . 477. 

Appendi x 3 : 

Breakdown of Student s a t Canad ian Univers i t i e s or sa i ling with a Canadian 
Mi ssion , 1906- 1925: 

Method ist s : 186 ( 30 . 3%) 
Pr esbyte ri an s : 174 (28 .4%) 
Bapt ists : 15 9 (25 . 9% ) 
Churc h of Engl a nd: 44 (7 . 3% ) 
Me nnonite : 9 ( 1. 6% ) 
Congregat i onalist: 8 ( 1 .4%) 
Non-denomi national : 8 (1 .4%) 
Not gi ven : 6 ( 1 . 1 % ) 
Disc i l es of Christ : 5 (0 . 8% 
Brethren : 5 (0.8%) 
Others: ( 2 . 0% ) 

Chr i stian & Mi ssiona ry: 4 
Pent e costal : 2 
Associate d Gos pel Chu r ch : 1 
Free Me t hodi sts: 
Naz a r ene: 
Sal va tion Ar my : 
"U nion" ( not spec if ied ) : 

Total : 6 1 5 

( Un i t ed Chu r ch Archives : SCM Col lec ti o n, boxe s 84-46 , 84- 134 ) 
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Appendi x 4: 

Sa i led Reg i ste r ed Canad i a n Student 
Ai nsworth , Fred : Method ist 
Anderson, Marga r e t Og i l vy: 

( Presbyter ian) YWCA 
Annis, Stan ley Ewart : Methodist 
Baythe 11 , John: 

Church of England 
Beaton, Kenneth John: Methodist 
Caldwel l , Mary Anna : Method i st 
Campbell, Martha: 

( Methodist ) YWCA 
Chappell, Martha Jean: 

(Method i st Episcopal) YWCA 
Collins, Stanley Ralph : 

Congregationalist 
Cory , May : Di sciples of Christ 
Dewi e , Ke nne th Willi am: 

Presbyt e r i a n 
Edgar , Annie : Ch urch of Engl and 
Edmonds, Ernest Walter: 

Method i st 
Esta brook, Alice Loss i ng : 

Me t hod ist 
Evans, Edward J r. : Bapt i st 
Ferguson , Marion B. : 

( Pr e s byt er i an ) YWCA 
Foote ( W i l 1 i ams ) , Ethel Maud : 

denominat ion not g i ve n 
For bes , Harr y Stewart : 

Pr esbyterian 
Ganton, Wi lliam Mer r i n : 

(Presbyterian) Reg ions Be yond 
Hell iwel 1 , Paul: 

Church of England 
Hol land, Ethe l wyn J amieson: 

Plymout h Br ethren 
Hyatt, Mary Ran kin: Method i st 
Ki lbo r n, Constance: Method i s t 
Ki lbo rn, Dr . Leslie : Methodist 
Kil bo rn-McCl ure, Dr . Jane t: 

(Presbyt er i a n) Methodist 
Ki l patri c k, Do rothy Hamilton: 

Presbyterian 
Lloyd , Jame s Edwa r d : 

Co ngrega ti o na l ist 
MacGi 11 iv r a y , Ed i th Boot h [ ? ]: 

Presby ter i an 
Mclach lan , Jean ie Shi r a : 

Pr e sbyter i an USA South 
McW11 1i ams , Wi lber t Roy : 

I Methodist 
Mood i e, Laura Isobel Findley : 

( Presbyteri a n) YWCA 
Murra1, Alexa nder: Presbyterian 
Murray, Fl orence: Presoyte:r 1 a i·, 

Volunteers, 1906-1925: 
Powles, Perc ival : 

Church of England 
Proctor, Samuel John : 

Presbyterian 
Reed, Frederick, Methodist 
Rowswe11, Arthur: 

Church of England 
Sanderson, Joseph Roy : 

Presbyterian 

57 

Sc ruton, Ethel: Presbyterian 
Shepley, Beulah May: Methodist 
Smith, Malcolm P.: Methodist 
Speers, Dr. Ada Belle : 

Methodist 
Sutherland , Frances Campbell: 

Churc h of the Nazarene 
Sykes, Grace : Presbyter i an 
Thomso n, Herbe r t Fergus: 

Pres byterian (USA ) 
Ti ppet, Richard: 

Chu r ch of Eng land 
Tri ve t t, Wi lfred: 

Churc h of Eng l a nd 
Tucke r , John Tayl o r: 

Co ngregationa list 
Wal l s , Vi c t o r Be njamin 
Wate rman, Rosa li e Agne s : 

Bapt ist 
West , James Hi ns on: Bapt ist 
Wh it i ng , Me l vin Ma rcel : 
Method ist 
Wi ll mott , Les l ie: Method ist 
Wilson , Loren i a: Method i st 
Zi emann[? ], Percy Patton 

[ ? ] ind i cates ill eg ibl e 
handwriti ng i n or i ginal 
( United Churc h Arc h i ves : SCM 
Co llec t ion , boxes 84- 46 and 
84- 134 . ) 



Appendix 5: 

Presbyterian Student Volunteers who 
did not sail: 

(SCM Collection, boxes 84- 46 & 
84-134) 

Adsett, Charles 
Alguire, William Mack 
Anderson, Bessie 
Anderson, John Franklin 
Anderson, Llewellyn Kennedy 
Appleton, Harold 
Armstrong, Annie Lenora 
Barrow, Albert 
Beamish, Elton 
Bit[?], Grover Livingstone 
Black, Donald McIntosh 
Bolton, Rose Anna 
Bowman , Harry Isaac 
Britton, Sydney William 
Broatch, Sarah Alberta 
Brown, An n i e 
Brown, Nell i e Laidlaw 
Burry, John Ha r ri s 
Busby , Edward Maur i ce 
Campbell, Agnes Wrig ht 
Campbel 1, James El 1 is 
Carruthers, Inez 
Cas sidy , Dimock St anl e y 
Chambe rs , Mar y Lillian 
Chisho lm, Ethe l May 
Cl ousto n, Donal d Murdoc 
Copeland, J ohn Gard ner 
Cousens , He nr y 
Day , Do rothy 
Day , Kath leen Maude 
Duf f , Jessie 
Edmonds , Margaret Wetheral 
Ethe rton, Al fr e d M. 
Faris, Rhoda Susanna 
Ferguson , Dani el J o hn 
Ferguson, Elizabeth Catherine 
Fau l kner , Gwyndolyne _ I loilo 
Fawcett , Sara M. A. 
Fer ris , Roland Boyd 
Fisher, Anna Marion 
Fore ma n, Edgar 
Francis , Ma ry Elsie 
Fraser , Ro bert Howard 
Frost, Elisabeth Stirling 
Fry, Robert George 
Gagnon , Ne 11 i e 
Garraway, Zilla May 
Gearhear t, William He nry 
Gillies, F lora 

Gilmour, S.M. 
Glendenning, Lisa 
Gerrie, William Edward 
Goforth, Mary Kathleen 
Gould, Flora Mi licent 
Grant, Catherine Sutherland 
Greig, Elizabeth 
Gunn, Anna Mary 
Hall, Robert 
Helps, Winifred May 
Heursh, Grace Inglis 
Hogarth, Agnes Kilpatrick 
Hugill, Mary Hannah 
Inglis, George Roy 
Jack, Jessie Christina 
Jackson, Margaret R. 

- Jamieson, Howard Maxwell 
Johnston, Harry 
Johnston, Richard Smith 
King, Alice M. 
Lawrence, John Wilson 
Ledingham, Helen Isabe l 
Leith, James Scott 
Leith, Marjorie Jean 
Leith, Mary 
Lindo res , Thomas 
Li ndsay, Joseph 
Mabon, William Sydney 
Mac Douga 11 , I sabe 11 a 
Mack , Harold James 
Mac Kay , Es ther Elizabeth 
Mac Kay, John 
MacKay, Marguer ite Anna 
MacKe nz i e, Anna Sutherland 
Mac lean, Br enton Va ns 
Mac leod , Jessi e 
Mac leod, J ohn Alex 
Macle od, Ruth 
Mac Gr egor, James Arnot 
Ma lcolm, Char les Alexa nder 
Mat thews, Walter McNeill 
McAu 1 a y , Li 11 i e Margaret 
McC lure , Ma r ga r et 
Mcconke y , ( Prof. ) Oswa 1 d 
Mccurdy , I sobe l Gatherer 
McEown, Ian 
McFer ran, Wi ll i am Thomas 
Mc Gi ll, Ka the rine 
McKerchan , D. Ross 
McKni ght , Mary 
Mc Lea n , Wi lliam 
McLe nn an , Suan Isabella 
McMillan, I vy Jean 
Mc Nab, John 
McNaught , Thomas 
McNei ll, Anna Wil lard 

McNu 
McQu 
Me nz 
Menz 
Mi 11 
Moff , 
Mood 
Mont! 
Morr 
Moth • 

New, 
Ni ck• 

Park • 

Perr · 
Pres1 
Ri chc 
Ri ntc 
Robe r 
RodgE 
Rumbc 
RUSSE 
RuthE 
SandE 
Scott 
Scot t 
Se 11 E 

Si mp:: 
Si ten 
Skinr 
Sm i tr 
Smi tr 
Smi t r 
Ste wa 
Stru t 
St r ut 
Suthe 

, Sylve 
Ti mm, 
Thurr 
Turne 
Valen 
Vi nce 
Wadde 
Walke 
Wa lki 
Walla 
Watt, 
Wilso 
Wood , 
Yates 
Young 

15 6 n 
Volun 



McNutt, Harr iet 
McQueen, Wi ll i am Norman 
Menz i e s , Alexander Morr i son 
Menz i es, Mam i e Jean 
Mil l i ken, Al berta J. 
Moffat, Frederick Wm. Jr. 
Moodie , Alexander Russel l 
Montgomery, Elsie Adair 
Morrison, Danald John 
Mothersill, John Elmore 
New , Wi nifred Mary 
Nickerson, James Stanley 
Parker, Edith Helen 
Perrie, Margaret 
Preston, Edwin Ernest 
Ri chardson, Bl aine 
Rintoul, Andrew Go rdon 
Robertson, Hugh Alexander 
Rodger, Catherine 
Rumba l l , Wilfr i d Glads t one 
Russe 11, John Wil 1 i am 
Rutherfo rd, Kate MacGrego r 
Sanders on , Frede ric Duval 
Scott , John Wi ll i am 
Scot t, Rober t DeW i tt 
Sel le , Cla ire Ho lley 
Simpson , Haro ld Henry Hi l l 
Si teman , Ell a Re becca 
Skinner , Al e xa nder Ross 
Smi t h , Alice Margaret 
Smith, Angus Cha rl e s 
Sm i t h , Oswald J e ffery 
Stewart, Margaret Barbara 
Struthers, Hel e n Ge r trude 
Struthers, May Thomesena 
Sutherl a nd, Mary Catherine 
Sylvester , Susan Burns 
Timm, Hannah Elizabeth 
Thurrott, Elizabeth Hope 
Tu rner, Jean Mabel 
Val ens , Edith Mary 
Vincent , J eanett e Viola 
Waddell , Gl adys Alfre da 

I Walker , Florence Mary 
Walk i nshaw, Wingat~ Robertson 
Wallace, Bryce Howie 
Watt, Pear l Eliza bet h 
Wilson, William Robert 
Wood, Wi lli am James 
Yates , Fran c i s 
Young, Norman Andrew Thomps on 

156 non-sailed Presbyteri an Student 
Vo l unteers 1n tota l . 
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Honan for the Record 

Letters from Honan Missionaries in The Presbyterian Record 
1888-1911 

Geoffrey Johnston 

Introductia, 

The H::nan MissiCTI of the Presbyter-ian Ourch in Canada grew out of the 
gener-al missicnary enttusiasm of the late 19th century. In his autobiogr-aphy 
Twenty Five Year-sin H::nan, f"llrdcx::h Mackenzie, cne of the pia,eer-s, mentic:ns 
such memor-able events as Stanley and Livingstaie, the Cambridge Band, the 
sending of 100 missic:naries by the CIM in 1887, the publicatia, of Joh, 
Pata,·s autobiography, and closer to tone, the NOrk of James f<Jbertsa'l in 
the west and G.L.Mackay in Form:>Sa. Students pr-eparing for the ministry,. 
especially at Cl.Jeens and Knox , were ITD',,IBj to take matters in their hands 
and form a missia,ary society, but, for what:.ever reascns it was the Forei(7l 
Missicns Q:mnittee that secured frcm the Assembly of 1887 permi.ssicn to 
establish work, not in south Diina as first proposed, but in north t-t:nan. 
The first people appointed wer-e a tut gospeller frcm sa..ttlern Oitario ncvned 
Jcnattcn Goforth, and James Frazer Smith, a nedical student at CLEen 's. 
Goforth and his wife left for Diina in Jcnuary 1888 and were followed later 
in the year by the Smiths. 

The next couple of years were spent reccrnoitering and building up the 
staff.By the encl of 1889 the original bo had been joined by five nore, 
l"t:Lur-e, MacGillivray, Mac:Do..gall,MacVicar and Mackenzie, with their wives, 
and ho nurses Misses l"t:Intosh and Graham. a...,t they still had not entered 
1-t:nc:.Vl. Leaming Diinese language and the ways of the land took tine, and it 
was not until 1891) that tt-ey first secured rented premises in a small t.c:w, 

cal led Ch...1 Wang . It was not their first ctuice, but the cne they decided to 
go for at t hat poinP . The fol lowing year they also secured property at a 
seccnd ta,,n ~ Hsi n Chen. Fron these toetolds, the missicn spread Lntil in 
1912, at the encl of the period of study it reported sjx staticns, "S7 
o..,ts taticns, eight Chinese ministers,a for-eign staff of 42, including tw.:, in 
Shanghai and a Christia. camunity of 1773. 

The r:urpose of the present paper- is to try t o outline the pictur-e of 
China the missiCT1ar-ies presented in the pages of the Presbyterian Record, 
the principal missic:nary organ of the Presbyterian Ch...1rch. It is trerefore 
an e xercise in Ccviadian ct-urch hist.or-y. cne which tries to describe the view 
of Diina which Canadian Presbyterians co..1ld have through c:ne of their 
principal windows CTI the outside world. I will pass no judgare ,ts a, the 
trut h of what the missicnar-ies said, b..1t rather ccrlCentrate CTI the texts 
themsel'V'eS, and what they might suggest about the me. wto produced them. 

1 the orig ina l idea was t o settle in the "fu" cities , centres of 
government saret h1.no like cc:u , t v seats . In 1890 thev decided other-wi se, 
because e xperienc e had indicated that resis tance was strc:nger in tt-ose tons 
wi th a high proporticn o f "li terati and official s " Acts and Proceedi ngs of 
t hP gener-al Assemb l y o f the Presbyter ian Ch...ll'"Ch in Canada (GA) 1891. 
Append1 ~: 10, page 14 
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The pericx:I Lnder reviE'W covers the last years of Imperial Diina, from 
the first serious letter writing in the early 1890s to t.he fall of the 
Manch.ts, the Ch' ing Dynasty, in 1911. Tte period is divided almost in the 
middle by the Ebxer Rebellicn of 1900, the last desperate effort of 
ccnservati\l'e Ou.nese to maintain the old ways in the face of- mcu,ting 
pressures, principally fr-an developnents within Ou.na, but also fr-an the 
impatient foreic;JlE!rS en the coast. The picture presented in The Record 
changes ratt-er abruptly after 1900. Before then missicnaries talk of~ 
sledding before Ou.nese indifference. After 1900, W'lile real problems and 
difficulties ccntirue, the prospects seen 11L.Ch brighter. My paper then 
divides into be:>, the bad news and the more or less gcxx1 news, with the 
break coming in 1900. 

For the first par-t, I shal 1 ccnc::entrate en thn!e letters fran ttJrdoch 
Macke,zie, writta, between July 1892 and February 1893. Fran these letters 
it seems clear that Mackenzie and his listeners, al ttough they lived in t.he 
same cc:untry, cx:cupied quite different philosophical i«:>rlds. 

He began his street preaching, he tells us, by finding a spot near a 
temple. When a Cl"'t:Jl,O gatt-ered to see this strange sight, a foreigner in an 
cut of the way village, he wculd begin by asking questicns about the temple. 
Pl:!ople were quite candid aba.1t the fact that they w:::ir-shipped there, but wt-en 
pressed for "treological reflecticn" the ccnversatiai died. "It was not 
their custom, they said, to incp...lire into such matters. Besides they ...ere not 
able to read, and could not be e xpected to know."2 

Rtt, according to Mac:ke,zie~ the idols were all they had. People hlCUld 
refer to cne lao-tien---yeh,the old Lord of Heaven, and say that all Diinese 
i-.orsh.ipped him because he made "the rain to descend and the wind to blow", 
tu t bE,ycnd that their notims serned Vi!!Jl:JUle. He was not even the Crea tor. The 
Creator, called Pau Ku, was an even mo,r-e shadowy figure . In sh::rt, 
Madenzie' s n?Spcr)dents seemed bereft of any noticn that resembled the 
Ct...-istia, idea of God as Cn?ator. Diligent use of the Scx:r-atic methcxl might 
elic it the idea that perhaps there was merit in such a ccncept, but there 
agr-eement ended. Whe<1 he ~t en to talk aba.•t salvaticn the inmediate 
respcr,se was ''Why?'' 

Of sin a s we under-stand it the Dtinese have no ccncepticn. This 
need cause no SL.tr-prise.as they krio,.,r nothi ng r-egarding the tn.1e 
God. It> ad vance is made by speaking to them of a Saviour fron sin 
when they do not believe that sin i~ a very sericus matter. They 
of ccurse· believe in doing gcxJd • in 1 a y ing up mer its for 
themselves. .-tJw? By b...1ming inc:eise, knee 1 ing before the idols , 
revere ic ing pa.rents , and wor-shipping Heaven and ear-th . • • ::s 

2 The Recor-cl , l\bvember 1892, page 295 

::s i bid 
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In the same way. they had no noticn of a life beycncl death. ''"'1en a m.w, . ~ 

dies there is an end of him.-"4 Preaching in such an atnosphere was ta..gh 
sledding, and miSU'lderstanding was e:ISY• Missicnary expectaticns should be 
nodest. 

He (the missicnary) may have spa,t half an h:ur endeavoring to 
lead t.ten to Lnderstand some elenentary truth regarding God and 
Jesus and thinks tE has succeeded fair-ly well. If tE pauses nost 
likely tE will t-ear- the nmarl< "His religicn and curs are tte 
same. He has been exhorting us to ~p ~ven and earth." 
precisely what tE did not say is what they hold tE did. 8 

The people Macke,zie dealt with wer-E for the nost part, ordinary, 
U"leducat.ed cOU"ttry folk.TI-e sctulars left tt-e for-ei(Tl teaching str-ictly 
alcne. " Pts a class they are utterly indifferent to DY-ist and his gospel. 
They are proud and self satisfied. They imagine th:!mselves tt-e people,the 
custodic:W1S of the ...or-ld's wisdan, and not recµir-ing to be taught by for-ei(Tl 
bar-bar-ians or devils"• Q:mnc:n people wet"'E easier- to talk to, but they still 
could not get tt-eir- minds aru..nd Jesus as a Savio..ar, as opJDSE=CI to Jesus as 
sane kind of E.Ltrepean sage. t-br- could they see any real r-easa, to abanda1 
tt-e systematic KJr'"Ship of the traditional deities, even though they wer-E 

hard put to it to e xplain "'1.at good such l<Or"'Ship did. 7 In sh::>r-t," It is 
strictly within the limits of ac:Cl..U'"acy to say, fran our- standpoint, that the 
Chinese are a Godless, 0,,-istless, 1-Dpeless people"8 tt-e Gospel is the first 
need "Lhtil they believe in tt-e Sen of God it is not possible for tten to 
attain to tt-e tn.ie ideal of manhood." c;> After- the gospel comes education. 
Very few people cculd read and even those counted as sctulars "l<ll.tld cut a 
sor-ry figur-e alcngside many ordinary sctuolboys with you in Canada. 1,1,hat 
little they know is of things Chinese, of tt-e o..,tside vorld they krlcM 
practical 1 y nothing. 1110 

9..ch judgements ar-e typical of tt-e letters which appear-ed during the 

.. The Record December 1892,page 3Z2 

7 ibid page 323 and July 1893, pages 187- 188 

8 • The Record December 1892, page 323 

•. ibid 
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1891)s u The Chinese as a gcxtless tq:,eless people is the principal theme. 
El.It there are others, less prominent, tut not to be forgotten. 

The first is t-ostility. In Man:h 1891 the Fa:ord published a brief 
accCJLnt of an assault en the missicn premises in Ou Wang. Almost a yea,.­
later, in February 1892 Dcnald MacGillivray desc,.-ibed a simila,.- incident in 
the sec:cnd staticn, Hsin O'IE!n.These were isolated incidents, and were not 
repeated. Fran time to tiJne12 reports appeared desc,.-ibing in a very 
dispassicnate marTier" the state of anti foreign activities in Ou.na as a 
wt-Dle, tut before the d,.-amatic tales of the Bt>xer affai,.-, ncne of them, 
apart fn::m the incidents ne,ticned abc:Ne, directly ccnc:erned the Canadians. 

The sib.Jaticn of Chinese wcmen passed almost without ccmnent in the 
fa:ord dudng the 18905.The cne excepticn is a l01g a,.-ticle in the issue 
for July 1897. It is, h:Jwever, a reprint fn::m an ~ican publicaticn called 
the Missicnary ReviE!W, written by a Mrs 6eor ge S.Hays. It repeats the usual 
horro,.- stories abcut the mistreatment of Chinese girls, fil'""St when their 
feet are boLnd, tut especially by their mothers in law. It also goes en to 
desc,.-ibe a practice of spjdt possessicn amc:ng w::ma,, some by the "wolf god" 
and sore by the "fox god' Cht-istian wonen are of course free from all these 
problems, bn.Jtal t-usbands and mothers in law, foot binding and canine 
derrcns of any sort. 

The picture draw, by the missic:n staff is very gloomy. E\.1t they were 
careful not to paint everything black. In Febn.iary 1895, for e xample, Dc:nald 
MacGillivr-ay spoke very highly of the quality of the 1-tJnanese peasantry, and 
saw a great futur-e for them, if Chr-istianized. In February 1899, Percy 
Leslie argued tha.t, despite recent setbacks, progr-ess had to come to D1ina. 
Tw::i mc:nths later-, Dcnald Mac:Gillivray was positively sanguine aboLtt the 
futur-e. All this cane before the c,.-isis of 1900, when, for a time, 
everything seemed in n..rjns. 

The lkl>:er- Rebel lien was the last gasp of ccnse,.-vative D1ina. TI-er-e had 
been something of a reform ITlC7\IBllef)t in official circles in the 1890s, 
culminating in a spate of reform l egislatic:n in the su,rvrer of 1898.a,t the 
Old E\.ddha, a s the Empress ~ r was called, was too wi l y a r-eacticnary to 
be ta~,en in by a ,.-ash of dec,.-e,ss. "She waited Lnti l nead y everycne in the 
est.ablishreit felt threatened, and tlEn staged a military coup-d'etat.1::s 0-X:e 
in ccntrol, the Empress Dowager sunu..nded 1-erself with the 110St die hard 
ccnservatives. sane of whan were in cc:ntact with a peasant seer-et society 
called i-ho ch ' ua,. Ch ' uan r-efmrs to a traditicnal kind of bm:ingi and i-ho 

.1..1. See, for e xample, Jc:natt-oi Goforth in The Record f or- JLne 1889, 
pages 162-16.3, J.F.Smith , May 1890, pages 129-13(> . D. Mac:GillJ.vray, O::tober 
1892. pages 264-266, J.F. Smith, July 1894, page 186. and F'.C.Leslie 
September 1898. page T-4 . 

.1.2 The Record O::tober 1891, Mat-ch 1892, Mc>y 1892 

.1.3 J orn •·:ing Fc.ir-bank~ The Grecit Chinese revol L•tia-•, 18::ll:.>-1985 ,Harper 
and Ro-,;, 1987 , page- 135 
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means rightecusness and hanrcny. That the court should be in tcuch with a 
secret scciety was most extracr-dinary, because nDSt such sccieties were 
secret because they were anti dynastic. The liaisc:n with the court was, 
t-Dwever t.c:x:> good to be missed; the l:bxer slogans shifted from "CNer-ttTI::Jw the 
Ch· ing, wipe CJLtt the freig,ers, to "S ipp::rt the Ch· ing, wipe CJLtt the 
foreigners" For the ca.art, to·s,ppor-t such an ~izaticn indicated that 
the M.!nc:h..ts were at the end of their tetter-. 

The Ebxers had plenty to wor1< en. l'<rth China is subject to both flood 
and dn:ught, and the turn of the cenb..try was not a good time. Prospecb::rs, 
railway builder"s and missionaries were all very active and very ttreab!ning. 
It did not take 1TUCh to set off the brush fire that swept across t<rth 
China, engulfing the 1-bnan missionaries as it we,t alcng. 

Ttr;ee separate acccu,ts of the flight from t-tnan appeared in the 
~ord,b,,,o in O::tober 1900 , sore ITDlths after the events described, and cne 
in June 1901. Despite the civil disor-der which afflicted nest of north China 
at the time, most of the trip from t-tnan to Hankow was quite U'le\l'entful. a.it 
on &.nday July the 8th, 1900 they were st.trn:u,ded by a nob, and deprived of 
everything but the clothes they stood up in and their- carts. Many in the 
party suffered sane kind of injury, but only Pe,-cy Leslie, the surgea,, 
wh::Jse r-ight wris t was badly damaged, was seriously h..trt. Sunday was the 
i,orst. Tuesday tl"Ey r-eached Hcnkow and took a boat dew, to Sh;anghai. 1 ~ lt>t 
all the mission par-ty i,.ent overland to Hcnkow. A seccrd group, consisting of 
the ttlur-es, James Menzies and Dr Mar-garet Wal lace went east rather than 
so...1th, reac hing relative safety at Chefoo. il!l 

It was all very dramatic , the sort of tale that is likely to sticlc. in 
peoples ' mi nds, at least for a while. B..1t in the Sc:11T1e Cctobe,- 1900 issue 
Dcnald MacGi llivray , wro by this time was worl<ing for the 0,,-istian 
Literature Society in Shanghai, a Ieng way from tl"E e xciting even.ts of 
l\brth China, published precises of ancient stories of filial piety , almost 
as if nothing was happening at all. Aid before Ieng , the tone of missicnary 
letters begc111 to change, beginning with the return t o ~ in SeptentJer 
190 J. 

A good deal of space in the first letters from I-man after- tl"E return 
deal with the nitty gr-itty of missionary life, the state of the buildings 
end the f urni tur-e. a..,t b.o things stand o..tt in particular . The fi rst canes 
in a private letter fn:m Joh, Gr-iffith t o the Goforths. 

Every deference was sh::wi t o us end since a.Jr- arrival i n 1--t:nan we 
have been visited and f easted by officials until we are tired o f 
it . These thirty five cCJLtr-se feasts \lloO..tld ruin 0..1,- ccnstitLtticns 

u F'.C. Leslie in The Recor-d 0::tober 19()(>~ pages 314-317 . Rosalind G 
Goforth in Gofor-th o f China and M..1n::b.:h Mackenzie in Twenty Five Year-s in 
H::nan a l so g ive acco..uits of tt-e trip. Both Mackenzie and Mrs Gator-th tool-: 
par--t in the tr-ip south from H::nan t o Han~;o,, ( i.l.1hcln) 

-'-~ . James Menzies in The Record June 1901, 2 44- 248, 



in a short tine. At ( Du Wang) we were escorted fn:m the boats to 
a specially fitted up klng-kwan by a great guard of t-orse and fmt 
soldiers, while official carts carried ourselves and our stuff. 
The Nei ~ Hsia, and otter officials entertained us in great 
style. u. 
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The fuicticnaries wtDSe attib..lde a year earlier had been at best 
cautious and at WOl'"St tostile were ncM t.nifonnly ca..lrl:.eoJs. Griffith took it 
all with a grain of salt, tut it was gcxx:t nEWS to begin with. A gcx:Jd deal of 
stolen missicn property was returned, tut most encouraging of all was the 
state of the ch.Jrch. The missia,aries had been able to leave, the Dlinese 
had to stay and face the nusic. 

The sufferings of the native Ctristians, ttuugh not nearly so great as 
in sane places have yet have yet been a severe test of their faith and 
faithfulness. Their houses and gardens have been pillaged. They have 
been beaten by neigl"b:urs and by the magistrates. 5cm? have been 
suspended fron trees for l"D..lrs by their t.h..wms, or by their hands tied 
behind their backs t.nti l they consented to pay fines or eve, to sel 1 
all their land to satisfy their enemies. loner, have been insulted and 
terrified Lntil they attenpted suicide. All have been persecuted in the 
various mean and e xasperating ways which suggest themselves to a 
heathen mi nd. 

R1t,in spite of it all, we know of no real rent.neiation of the Truth. 
17 

a,t Griffith ,,.ould not let himself get carried away . At the end 
l ong acc a.nt of the situation in 1-blan, written for the Record and 
the Goforths , he describes an aristcx::ratic fl.neral procession he net 
way bac k f n:m the coas t 

of his 
not for 

on the 

The body in a great catatulque with an inmense dragcn head and tail 
which }C)()Ked very fierce as i t ITOVed alcng the road was carried by 48 
bearers , in fa.tr relays, dressed in ,oourning. It was accompanied by the 
wife and sen and other nembe,.-s of the famil y of the deceased and by a 
large ccmnµany of soldiers and carts. The toil and trouble involved in 
this Ieng and difficult over land ja.1rney of nearly a thouscv1d miles 
fran Hsian to the ancestral h::me in Peking were very suggestive of the 
saiti.ment or superstition which O'lclkes it necessary.18 

Thi s kind of gua rded optimism was characteristic of the Record f o r the 
remainde r of the period under review. 

1h. Joh, Griffith in The Record, January 1902, page 18 

17 • Jotn Gr~i ff i th in The Record , April 1902, page 159 . See also J. 
Gof o rth in The Record, May 1902~ page 194 and D. MacGi lliv,.-av in The Rl::cord , 
J ul y 190~, page.; 309- 311. 

1a. Jot,-, Griff1L~, ibi_g 
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lhtil the abolitien of the Imperial exaninaticns in 1905, the 
li t.erature works a cmtrast between u,regener ate and cmvert:ed Olina. 
Traditicnal Olina remains bad news, t::ut there are signs of hope amcng the 
DTistians. We may take a series of letters that appeared during the st.mner 
of 1903 as typical. 

Every year the missicnaries made a point of having a stra,g ccntingent 
at the fair, as they called it, "'1ich took place at Hsu, hsien stDrtly aft.er 
the New Year at the end of January. The arrual fair was a great centre of 
idolatry, they said, and the greatest centre was the ~le of Lao Nai Nai, 
the Old Grandmott-er. 

Prayers are continually being offered to t-er (Lao nai~) in the hope 
of obtaining male childrs,. It is the nost beautiful temple I have yet 
seen, and consists of a score of great t::uildings with many SCCJn:!S of 
idols . We saw m.YlY ycLng me, kowtowing before the Lao Nai Nai and 
turning before her small b..ndles of sticks of incense. Che ya...ng man 
left ~ bt.ndle of incense turning in the front cOJrt while he enter-ed 
the inner sanctuary to bow before the idol and offer his prayer. "'1en 
he returned, his incense was gene, having been stolen by the priest. He 
irmediately began to revile the priest, and a great cutc ry was raised. 
a,t he was told that the Lao Nai Na.i would accept his offering jus t as 
if it had not been sto len. 1 ~ 

Bruce had earlier described briefly the acti v i ties of the mission 
par t y , wi th partic ular reference t o the energetic activities of Jcnath:rl 
Goforth, the hot gospeller of the team. Readers of the RecOf""d had heard fn:wn 
Goforth a few m:nths earlier. 

There were sane of tender years becaning ccnfinned in the ways of 
idolat ry , bt.1t so very many had passed the limi t s of tlreescore and ten. 
SotTe of them seemed to be m the verge o f et.emi t y . • . I saw cne old 
~ led-: wis tfully to cne of the stcne grottoes and heard her nunrur , 
"I can ' t c limb that s t eep way ." She had t a tum away cmt ent wi t h that 
ITLC h 1 ess merit. Pi t y t hem! They f eed en ashes; a dec:ei ved heart hath 
t urned them a s i de . • • • 

So nuc h for the bad news . a,t the good news was not f ar to seek . 

r-.bw a s t.o the apf)c\rent effect o f t he Gospel en tt-ese idolatra..1s c rc:w::ts , 
I have had cmsider able e >:perience in handling Chi nese crc:w::ts and have 
seen cn:iwds ,roved deep l y by t he Spirit t.hro._tgh the truth, bt.1t I have 
never seen s uc h mani f est ,ooving by t he Spirit a s a t t imes di.iring the 
l a s l few d c1ys of t h i s f a ir . • As cne of t he native preachers 
retMr •~ed c:ne eveni ng a f ter I had f inis hed cV1 address to a c rowded room: 
"They jus t s t • cxj t here wi th thei r mo.1th::- open a s if e ~pecting to eat 

.1.9 J • H . Bt""'l.lCe in The Record , A_,g u s t 19().3 ! page ~.:;:? . 
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OM? of tte u,ique features of the 1903 campai(71 was tte ~e of a 
large nunbet-" of Oti.nese prea::ters supplementing the missicnary effort. J.H. 
Grant pt""OVided a th..mtrlail biography of them al I. H.J. I Ow3ng is a 
reasc:nably typical example. 

I first tea.rd the gospel in 1890 when I visited~ MacGillivray and Dr 
l"tl.ure in the irn at Oi'u Wcv--ig.He..-e I saw the Ten Conmandments hanging 
a, the wall, and I said, this doctrine is right •••• [For the next 
ten years, caitact with the missicn was slight] My trotter, wtD was 
i 11 , believed and said it was a good doctrine. I replied that it was 
good encugh for him, but I was not ill and did not need it. 

In 1900, after the missicnaries had fled , I fell ill, and felt if Dr 
t't:Lure or Dr Leslie were here no-1 I ••.ould soa, be cured. Ttey reb.Jrned 
in September 190 1. I went to Chang Te and was cured. There I heard nore 
of the gospel cYld believed. I was recorded as a catect-unen in April 
1902. IE have dail y fami l y ....or-shi p in our f-DTE', my two wives and hired 
man joining with me. 1121 

The ttere of hope thro..tgh ccnversicn is picked up again by Dcnald 
MacGillivray . He t o ld a story, which te assured the readers was at..1thentic, 
of a Sc:o t in tte Imperial postal service wtD declared "The minute you tell 
me a 0ii ne¥nan is a Christian, I want nothing nore to do with him. He ' s no 
good" .His interlocutor,""1o was both an Englishnan and a Dv-istian,tt'Bl 
l isted five Chinese i n t he posta l service, all of ..ton i.,,ere highly regarded 
by t he Sc:o t , and a l J o f wh::m were Dlristians . "Oh, keep sti ll, [said the 
Scot] That' ll do." 22 

Althcu g h the mi s s icnary literature does not menticn it, refonn had been 
in the works since the f ailure of the Eoxer n?bellicn. The first event to 
cat c h thei r a t tenti on ,as it were,was the abolitiai of tt-e imperial 
e :<ami nc1ticn syst em in 190 5. 

FClr t hirt een h..ndr ed years Chinese educa t i cn had been based en the 
1nc1St ery o f t he c.cnf uci<Yi end other classics. Thr"ough an elaborate system of 
e xaminaticns a t the ca...nty, provi ncia l and imperial levels ambitia.ts ya..ng 
men were prepared for the tt-e nost prestigi ous of careers in Diina , the 
civi l service . Tt-e system had been under s train for yea.rs, a s can be seen 
f n:m tJ-e- pracbce of allowing peopl e o f weal t h b..• t not learni ng to b..1y 
degrees, <Y1d in 1'105, t he co...trt f inally recognized that i t ca.tld not 
ccnt.inue. The missicnary reacticn t o this memento.ts clevel opnent was 

= . J. Gof orth in Tt-e Record, JLne 190-3, page 259 

2 1 • J . H . Grant in The F,:ei:::ord~ Jul y 191)3, page 307 . Grant adds that H..• 
Wei~ a literary man, and had bEat a writer of Chinese plays for sone fifteen 
years. 

:z::;> D. MacGi l livrav in The Recorg . September 191)3, 404=4(J:, 
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e xtraor·1:hnari l y matter of fact. MacGillivray seemed more ccnc:erned with the 
logistica l problems created for the Dlristian Literature Soci ety by this 
shift to western style ed.cation. His ow, staff ca.Jld now get better 
salaries than he ccuJd afford; the demand for books of all sorts would 
quickly cutn.n the limited reso..irces of the Soc:iety.J.A. r-t:Jwatt, the other 
mis sicnary to camient on the chi3nge,stressed the need for a " thonJughl y 
equipped" teacher to take up the opportu,ities that were already appear ing 
at~ O,'ing, but his discussion of the abolition of an ed.caticnal system 
that was over- a milleniun old, extended tha...gh it was, came in the ccntext 
of the harvest, a bomb attack at the Beijing railway station and routine 
11«:)f""'k amcng adolescents and "'°1B1. :z:s 

MacGi llivray had been en leave, and csme back to Ori.na after a st..mner 
in CcW"lada. Never tt-eless, he sensed that sanethi.ng had happened while he was 
aHay . 

The f i r s t i mpressi cn, tten, stro-igly borne in on us as we set foot cnc:e 
more on Chinese soi l is that Oli.na i s changing at a more rapi d rate 
t han wtE'r'I we left. As t i lTE' goes on, the inertia agains t c hange is 
g i ving way , the desire f or refonn is growi ng , and the pace begi ns to 
get positive l y ala nning .=-

After 1905, the s igns o f hope i n China lay not onl y i n conversj on , tut 
in c hanges i n t he whole scx:iety . Ccnsi der, a s O"'le e xampl e , a 19<::R lettet- frcm 
l"urdoch Mad;enzie. 

Tt-e Empire can no l cnger be call ed " the c hangeless Chi na ". Even sane of 
ynn-- Canadj~ Presbyterian missicnaries ""°1dered years ago whetrer t t-ey 
mi g ht Jive t o see many changes ...orth noting in the Province of 1-t::nan . 
They can do so no lcnger . • 

Madenzie tt-e, ran throug h a lcng lis t of novel development s . The 
col l apse of the old educational s ystem, the f l cxxl of s tudents first to 
J apan , wt-ere they".imbibed radical ly revol uticnary ideas , got little ...urt hy 
of t he name of r-Ea l education , and came back p:x:n--er, b..1t not m..teh wiser.". 
t"bt-e recentl y, and 1TDre t-opeful l y s t udents had been going t o Europe and 
ATerica. He then went en t o the campaigns against f oot bi nding c.V"ld opiLm, the 
r apid e ;:tens ion of the rai lway s yst em, and the freq..ient a ppear-ance of 
f oreign travellers i n the int erior . The Chinese, he continued are ack)pting 
a l 1 sort s of wester-n CLts tcms , cigars, newspapers, boycot ts, indig,aticn 
meetings, s t rH,es , c c:mnis s ions o f inquiry and perhaps, a f orm of 
par] ianentary government . Mad,enzi e was tocJ good a Presbyterian to get 
car-r-ied away 

It i s with mingled feelings that many tr-ue wel 1 wishers of t he Dunese 
view sane items in this lis t. They ITl.lst be confn:nted with t he best 

= D MacGi 1 1 i vray in The Record . l\b, 1ernber- 1905 ~ pages 404-4(15, J • A. 
M::lwatt in The Re::ord~ January 1906~ page,:;; 14- 15. 
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things knew, to the Oristian civilizaticn of the west. The Chinese 
should see and know the many and varied fruits of the beneficent gospel 
of the crucified Nazarene. 

Naturally the letter closes with a reference to the grcwth and 
development of the ctun:h, and a call to prayer for Di.ina "Drina now needs 
the daily presence of God 's believing people in every land •••• " and 
conpared the situaticn in China to that en the eve of Cc:nstantine's 
cawersicn.~ Dcnald MacGillivray covered m..ch the same gn::a...nd, making 
reference to the pranising beginnings of parlianentary gc:,-.,en,ment, g~t 
strides in ~caticn, the shift from Japan to the west as the lcx:aticn of 
ch:>ice for Ori.nese studelts, the spr-ead of post offices, and the campaig-15 
against darestic slavery and opit.m. A-lCi like Mackenzie~ he was careful to 
end his letter m an appropriately missicnary note, 

In these days o f social schemes, we do we] 1 to renind cursel ves that 
Christianity is deeper than benevolence for it enables the poor to feed 
and clothe 1:temselves, and for this reascn that it ta.tet"es the springs 
of manhocx:1 and self r-espect and transforms the whole man. Th.ts wherever 
the full light of the gospel shines, the blessings of the gospel abound 
also.2>b 

In SOTe respects the quote has a curiOl.lSly ncdern ring, tut there is 
reascn to suspect that the e xclusive 1~ was not just the custom of the 
tine. The letters refering to the changes in the status of wooei in this 
peri cd, like those before 1900, are reprints, not from the hand ' of the l-b1an 
missicnaries. In May 1909, for e xample The Record reprinted an article from 
the China Recorder "'1ich surmed up the case admirably. Because of the work 
of Christian missioris , Chinese wonen were now appearing "changed from head 
to foot, for they now appear with unl:x:x.rid feet cV1d Lril:x:x.v,d minds." Educatia, 
for girls was the main reascn for this change, b.Jt the article acknowledged 
that men had to change as well, for there was no suggesticn, in 1909, that a 
normal life for an educated ..anan e >:cluded a family. 

"'-hat then was the picture of China presented by these meri in the twenty 
odd year s Lnder review? 

The first m.tst be of the Chinese as barbara.is and LnConprehending, far 
from s.alvatia, whether cultural or spiritual. They were carefu l not to say 
there was no hope, for that i,,,a_tld have bro...ight the e >:istence of the missia, 
into ques ticn, tut the stress before 1900 was c l early trat H:nan was hard 
..orJ.: .• After, 1 9(X) tt-e i,ori,. got a bit easier, b...1t the point was stil 1 the 
sane: China· s pn::,gress depended a, ccnversicn. 

The sec:cncl point i s that as the pace of trans formatia, pid.ed up afte,-
19C>5, a sea change ta}.~es place in the literature . f\tl lcnger is ccnversicn 
the pre,-equisite o f change. Change is clea,-Jy happening of its °""1 accord. 

= 1'1..trdoch Mackenzie in The Record, June 1909, pages 252-:.~ . 

~ Dena) d MacGi 11 i vray in The Record, ~igust 1911, pages .:.,7'd- 379. 
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Ccnversic:n becones the means whereby the chcn;;Jes taking place are kept a, 
the right track . This leads to the third point. 

The missicnaries ne,,.er- delLded themselves that they were in caitrol. 
China K1.tld be China despite them. They might be able to shape its 
developTEnt in sane measure, 11..it ft.ndamentall y they were spectators. It is 
true that many letters B'lded with appeals for m:::w-e staff to do l1IJf"-e shaping, 
tut cne does not get the feeling that they really believed they ca.Jld manage 
the empire. 

Finally the letters I have cited appear ala,gside many others, some 
describing routine missia, work, and, after 1907, a series a, Goforth' s 
revivals. This is a ch.Jrch journal, writta, by cturchnen for ch.Jrch people, 
and it seems fair to say that the authors in questia, were evangelical 
liberals. 

They were evangelicals in that the starting point of their message was 
the importance of a direct, probably rather existential kno,.,ledge of God. It 
is Lnclear fran this material whether they believed that that know]edge had 
to involve a deep sense of sin and repentance or not. Ce,,-tainly Goforth's 
revivals laid a great stress en that point, tut Goforth ' s revivals usually 
tool-- place cm319 the ccnverted. a 1t the impressic:n is stn::ng fran the Record 
that the problem with China Wcl.S ido]atry, and cc:nversic:n to some fonn of 
biblical nrnotheism was the essa,tial starting point. Th.is the cc:mnent fron 
the preacher~ cited above, that the sign of his cc:nversic:n was that he began 
to worship, not thcit he repe,ted of his sins. His came,t is typical of many 
others in the sane letter. My point,h'.:iwever,is that a perscnal e xperience of 
God was an essentia 1 starting point. S~rting fron a perscnal e >:perienc:e of 
God c:ne i s led naturally t o approval of perscnal achievement, whether it be 
ettiic c1l, a s in shaking the opium habit, or secular. nus men like 
Mac-Gillivray could point with pride at the appearance in China of the 
ac hie.....-ements of nineteenth century individual a,terprise, railways end 
degrees frcm ~tern un i versities . Achievement per~ se WclS not an end in 
itself~ MacGj1Jjvrc1y and others were at pains to stress the imporl:ance of 
steering the new China in the directic:n of right achievement . a1t it seems 
fa j r t o SclY t~t the mj ssicnary conm..1r1i t y saw the gospel .-.or-1<.ing itself a.it 
nost comfortab l y in a liberal society, that is~ a society in which 
indi vidua l decis icns , and therefore individual liberty are cc:nsidered the 
corner stc:ne of civ ilization. 

In June 1896 the Recor d publis hed a speech entitled Freedom, Perscnal 
and Scx:.i.al , o i ven by Princ ipe>] Mac:Vi car- o f Presbyterian Co llege a t Eglise St 
Jean in M::ntrea l the previa.tS naith. His text was Galatians v :1 "Wi th 
freedon Chris t set us free; stand fas t therefore, and be not entangled again 
in a yoke of bcndage ." All tn...e freedan, Mac:Vicar argLIE'd , canes fn:rn DY-ist. 
We are therefore f ree f r o ri guilt a<ld cc:nderrna ti01 . f r ee f ron the tyrarY1y of 
sir, in 0_1r heart s and lives . f ree f rom burdensome r itual, and free from 
servi le s utmissic:n t o the doctr-iries and coomandments of IJE'n. Fina ll y , to,.erd 
t he end o f the speech, he c ame t o soci c>l freedan. 

where jri does i t c ons ist ? Negativel y , in e ~ceptic:n from arbitrat")- , 



despotic, or autcx::ratic central, especially in civil matters. 
Positively, it ccnsists in the exercise, with:ut nolestaticn, of the 
right of private judgement and the right of free speech in the pr-ess 
and en the platfonn, in l"'E!gl.llating our cw, affairs and those of the 
ccmn..nity and naticn in which all are nub.Jally ca,cerned, the right of 
the free use of our pruperty, or the products of our labcur, subject at 
all tines to certain well knew, legal Ii.mi taticns and restricticns 
essential to the e >:istenc:e and well being of scx:iety. • • • 

There is, he cent.in.Ed, a true Christian 
demagogues of the day had missed, b...1t which could be 
men like Olarles Kingsley, F.D.Maurice, Themas .-t.ghes, 
prepared to follow them en every questicn, b...1t, 

socialism, which the 
fa..nd in the work of 
and others.He was not 

They were right, towever, and in line with what I have sought to teach 
this afternoa,, in t-olding that Oristianity,in relaticn to the social 
fabric ••• shculd be carried into e'llel'")lday life, and be applied with 
vital ccntrolling force to all forms of tuman activity; that its po,,er 
sha.tld be felt in regulating the producticn and distrib...tticn of al 1 
camodities for the use of society; that all men and naticns shculd act 
as brothers in the cne Lniversal family; that the Oristian h::uset-old 
st-ould be the Lni t and rrodel of the social cc:mpact, that the strife 
between capital and labcur- sha.tld be terminated by acting cn the cne 
principle which Joh, Lcx:ke, lcng ago, reccg,ized as sufficient for the 
settlement of all social questicns, namel y, that we sh:1.Jld love air 

neighbours as ourselves. 

Tl-En let tt-e state be asked to make void all legislaticn tostile to 
this positicn, c:V1d to eiact, fr-cm time to time, suc h reg..1laticns a s 
shal 1 effectually restrain individuals and corporate bodies from 
injur-ing and cn.tShing cne another.27 

It is a nobJ e v1.s1.c:n, th::ugh fe.iw today "°-.tld thin•.: it realizable. B..it 
it also rings tn.te to the li terab..tre we have surveyed. That li ter-ature, like 
MacVicar's address ,is p,-imarily interested in salvatic:n. Scx:iety cones 
secr.nd, in the lat ter par-t of the speech, and society is seen as best 
f o...tnded en the decisic:ns of Dlristian individuals, people wto will love cne 
another a s themselves . MacVicar- insists that society nust be liberal, in 
order- to give roan for Ov-istian dec:isic:n. a,t it m..1s t be shaped by 
Christians , for withcut restraint,preferably Christian, liberty beccmes 
lic ense.:.ae 

27 • O.H. MacVic ar in The Record Ju,e 1896~ pages 143--145 

28 • The JX)Si ticn of the t-mc:.¥1 missic:naries i s dis tinc t fn::m , but not 
i nco,sistBit wjth the positic:n of most of their cc:ntemooraries in o tt-Er­
Canadi ""1 Presby terian miss icns. Jom t1:lrtcn ~ the picneer m.issicnary in 
Tri n i dad was somewhat more co,serva tive than his c ol leagues. See J .D.Mad ,ay. 
Lhde,- the Scv .t hern Cross ed. Geoffrey Jornstcn ,in the Presby ter i an Ar chives, 
Ton:ntc, ; The Tr injdadian mi ssicn i s di scussed in G. J o rnstcn , Tt-e Canadian 
Missio , in T,- i nidad . unp._ibl ished ThD thesis~ Torcnto ~ 1977 ; Also usef '-1] f or 
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License tt-Ery mean whal tt-ey say liberty; 

For ...to has that nust first be wise and gocx:t.=-

TI-e 1-tnan staff,includ.ing Harvey MacVicar, would have heartily agreed. 
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