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THE CRY THAT SILENCE HEAVESX

f n troduc ti-on

In their book llone is 'loo .rtanv Harold Troper and Irving Abel-Ia

Iaid a charge a5:ainsL t,he Church in Canada. 'Ihe charge was that

during the liazi regime when Jews were being per.secuf ed and later
exi.err.i na ted - no salvation came fOrtii f rOn lnristian lanada.

In the nidst of the suffering and tragedy of the Jewish HoLocaust

one of the nost deadenj-ng sounds was a silence -- Lhe sj-l-ence of
'l

theChurch.' lhis is a charge that contlnues to iie in the minos

and on tlie lips o f many Canadians , both .Tews itr:d l.lhris t ns. I t
j-s a charge that musL finally be adciresseci: were the churches

trul1' si-Ien t ourin6q this blackest perioo of hun.rn history?

lor several years scholars have considereci the questions

vis ) vis the luropean churches.2 in his booii So It'ias True!,'

publj-shed in I9BO, i?obert Ji. Ross examined the Arnerican Protest-

ant Churchrs response to the iiazi persecution of the Jewso To

date, hov,,ever, no one has attempted an lndepth investigatlon of

the positi-cn taken by the churches in Canacia ciurj-ng r,h1s period.

i:lthough in order to address thls ouestion acecruately a

cor,D.rrative analysis of all- the churches'responses j-s

necessar:,., in this paper we will oni1,' oiscuss the response

of the )resb;"terian Church. Slnce various ccnstr;rinsts precluoe

a conprehensive discussion! only the most, certineni i-ssues wi-rl-

be cons.i ciered, and at that i-n both cursory anci tentative f ornt.

l-ie tir:ie peri-od we are treatln5 ranFes fror i95t to the

end of i94i. rt was early 1n 1933 that l{itler became Chancellor

of (lerliani' anci three rnonths later instj.iuted the fj-rst of the

Arl'an -av:s cieslened to restrict and exclude rf the Jews from

* 'fi ir-e r orro';rei f roli John Keats' Poens. I Stooi Ti-ptoe, 1 81 7, r';i:'i cll
reacis 't. .. tile sinir that silence heaves".



pubiic life, education, government, the arts ano the prol'essions".J
Although the perj-od must be understood j-n its broader hisiorical
context, for our immediat.e purnoses we shal1 work only vritnin
this time f rane, fhar is, lhe period of the liazi reglrre.

In orCer to adequatell'underst.anci the siElnificance ol';nr
Church's response during Lhis period, the tine frame itself has

been subdivideo inio three units. The firsf stens frorn 19jJ,

the yeali of the initial Aryan Laws, to Sepf ernber 195g, vrith lh:
cut'Dreair of the second world war. These are the prewar yealsl ,i :,,;arl

a. time when there v\ras evidence oJ' persecuti_on of the Jer,vs in
both the religious anci the secul-ar press, but j-t was also a

+-ine when lanacia was nof persona_11;r Louched by the evenrc ncr

Gernta.ny as yet the of ficial ene!'rir. Once war was decl areo r

Canadlans coulci no longer remain alool'; they hao beccne persorr;il] :t

involved one v,'ay or another.

The second unj-t ranges fron September i939 to the end oi
1942. ltlong v,tith the nevJs cf lnil-itary canpai-gns anci of those

los.L ir' action came reporis of' ccncenf ration canps, larer
cieafh ca$ps anci nass nurders cf the Jews. These repcr:ts, whi c:.1:

began to arrive in the latler part of 1')+Z, wet'e gencrali;;

received Ly la:-aciians wiLh si<epric-; sr-.. anu increouj-i t.,'. :r_r:.

resDonse was f oster-eci -oy concern l or cauiion in believing
atrccit;,' st,ories such as itiose recor'lec iuring rhe firsi t;cr.l I
v/as, srories '",;hicn proveo lo ile untrue. ,.':re nore hci-ltcli;-r'L.tlt --'--

ie[aile l-en*"a--ivg'l)- repcrleo r:' L,i:e nress, tne frea'-ct' ii:i j]e.l:.:.r-r:
(-

rncreoulit,f i:-lcreased.-' i),tlie enc,i of 19i+2, afier ii1 c :e-i e:-sa,

of 3. jcir'r Cecf.lration b;' eleve: I'cv€rlrror-L:. ccniirr.'r.i :-r;c :: 1..,

nuriers of ,lei';l;, ihere rvas ii.t,r-fe cioubf ]efi *una; ri:e' i*-r'rrc-:



sLorles were true, thougii t,he detail-s remained dif ficul-t to
verl fy.

'Ihe last unii. in our historical l'r'amework ranges from the
'oeginnlng of i94j to the enci of 194, ciuring whlch time the

evidence became increaslne;l.J' crear. ThroughouL this perlod
furlher atroc j-ty storj-es trr-re reported, of ten with caution anci

restraint. r'hough the horrj-b1e details remalned difficult to
verify, tire press continued to publish lhe reporls, unable to
disniss the inforr"irarion out of h,rnd. Iry the summer of 1944

the first death camps were uncovered by the iiussian r"*y.7
lJith the l-iberai.ion canacians were brou5;ht face to face wlth
the fact that thp ronont. tirc.1' haC read and heard abOut were

lndeed true.

The issues examineci within each historj-caI uni-t are grouped

into t,hree cate5rorles: i ) backgrounci; ii) recognitlon; iii)
proferred solution.'.riie"cackg:round"category includes the

church's vlevr of tire,lews; tiieorogicaJ-iyr.lews 1n general and

in canada specificarly, and in terms of Jewlsh-Ohristian
relations. The "recognitj.on" c.iLegory rel'ers to the churchrs

awareness and reco6lnition c1' l"he poli cies of Nazi Gernany, the
persecutlon of t,ire .lews and o'uhers, tne incldence oi Anti-
Senit,isn bofh in.-tJroo€.:ncl l-li ijana.ua. ihe final cate5ory,

"!.roferreci solut.-i.ons'r, consist,s oi' thc ..i:urchts response

accor.iin6 to therr Derce uliln of t.ne prot Iens, 6;enerally 1n

f erns oi iheir aiiitucie towar,.i innigration r r€fu5ees and

Pales tine.

In orcier to g,ather the necessar-v dat,a we have examined



materj-al-s held in t.he Presblrterian Church archives: tne Cnr-rrch

l.rnoac iha L-eqhr-fer-'irn Joeord: ihe AetS and ?f,OCeejinnS Of tifet wf rv r NUv v vvr lall .igvul u. ul19 nv u _

General ttssenbly; the llebrew Evangelist, a builelin pubiisheo

by the Scott Insti--,ute; and misceilaneous materi aj-s j_n ijre

collection entitleci I'j'lission to the Jev,rsrt. Often t,he maberiai

we f ound were reprints of serinons, adciresses, speeches .ltiii t.i,e

like cielj-vered ou-uside ol tjanada ancirlor by non-Canac.ians. liclv-

ever, since i-t was pu'clisjrec.L in the general press ,ri t.ne lhur-:h,

we presumeo that it eiiher represenieci a generai ccnsensr-ls c.ri'

the Church proper or \ras i-r:tended to provide vrorih;'",f :o.. i'c:t-

thoughtt'. Conseouen*.I:', aII reports of rhis na-,ure \'.e:e ccr-
siderecr as viable research ciata.

Period I: 1 o<<-1 95Q

General Eackgrouncl: -lhroughour this perioci 'uhe j-l-esr.'-te rj a:

Church vlewed t,he ,Tew tireologically as burdened anC Llintte;i i:r."

e
fhe l,iosaic i,&rv.'' in a 19J4 article in the Fqes'-'i'ieri-al: ,.;!cl'j

t,he Phariseewas treaied as &T' hypocrit. ani sinl:e:;i '.'t'))',
ariicl-e written 1." ilr. i.H. ?-err rele;"red to the I'ri'i i-iicncs:

f ooii shness of ihei-r- atti tucre" . ' U In I9i8 fhe :-resr,..';1r-i.

:gjlorc publishea i,or"o ltl|eedsnuirrs acioress to ine Ccr:ei;.* i ;ul;-, I

Alliance of leforneci Cnurcnes lvhere he cLef.iried ti:e --:'i-:..rir:-:s a,:

"l-o.;'ai io coriver'rrions which have lcsi ani' :ilrcil:t s!.jr',r.u:.,

f orcel' wnich rr-l s nil basis I'cr virtue."l I In a 1 ,,:) sr.r:'i:,Jil

ent i ileci rrA ['r-eat .i oniess-i-or" , !;everenci .: .!, ,'a.cjiil lutri il:"tri:.;;e c

itie Jeivs crs a grouc lrhc aiiaci:eq a::r-i l-crrar):ei ?a.ul a-.'-e: lle

hacL;Oined the":, fci'a.iew"ish fest-iveril &l,t-l wnC ii-l t-1.'3r- i-:.:r'ci



PauI over to the i?onan governor. The Jews, accordi-ng to this
sermon , "got their wa;r with I fl-attering tongues ' ."12

On the other hancl , this Jewish charac leri-s tic was nof

perceived as irrernediable. In the December 1936 sernon Dr.

lierr reiterated Paul-b feaching that I'in the believing Christian

there is neither Jew nor Gent.ile, neither Greek nor barbarian;

neither bonci nor free."13 Throughout 1g37 references were nade

io the Jewish background of Jesus and the apostles. In a l'larch

serron:Leverenci Lewis Sutherland of Scotland referred to the

aposties as a I'handful of Jewish flshermenrr by whose ef forts

"a1" pagan world was conquered."i4 In a missionary playr

"I-)ax l'le that Bible", the character Reverenci Hamilton naintain

that tne Gospel was first proclaimedrrto the Jews, a people

of real genius, dwe1l-j-ng at the heart of the civilized world."15

A book review of Thomas Wa]ker's

of the iiome of Jesus described the book as an attempt to

ac.;,uain'uthe Chri-stian "wlth religi-on as a ri-ghteous nan like

Joseph must have taught it to his family."'o

in rerns of contemporary relations between Jews ano

Christ,ians the press encouraged such relations prinarily for

the purpose of "evangelizing the Jewsrr. In the article I'The

Preso;,'terian Church and the Jewsrr, published in 193r, i?everend

..iohn Siuart Conning strongly conmended the Scott Instilute, the

'loronto home of the Presbyterian }'iission to the Jews, and its

direct,or Reverend i'iorris Zeid.man. He upheld the' Institute as

a'rsiriking illustration of the accessibility of the Jews at the

present time to a friendly and intelli-gent Christian approachr'.



The onus for evangelizLng the Jews he placed on pastors who

should inforn t,hemselves and eciucate thej_r people more

inteiligently about the Jews so as to be in a better position
f or i;heir evangelization. This is especiali,v impor-rant since

lhe .Iews are falting av/a-v frorn thei-r faith. The emergence of
the Jews fron the ghetto into the neo-pagan ccncj_tj-ons of

mooern life has had a Cisasl:rous impacL orr their traoitiona-L

customs and beliefs. 5till_ tnere is a yearning anonL: earnest

'.rews f or spiri-tual saf isf ac:ion. rhe extent cf anti -ievsi si1

prejudice and Antj--semitisn in canada anci other lands uncer-

scores the urgenc)/ for 'uheir evangelization. Inieea, he argued,
trChristians owe to the .Jevrs personal kindness ancl gcociwiil. in
no other wa;,' can t,he esirangenent of Jews tc the Chr.istian faith
be overcote. ,,1 7

Accoroing to Revercnd Zeicinanrs

iiecord and. the Acts and .:'roceed-i ni:s

reporis r n ihe :rres o.yi;e rian
the i"iission to the Jews rvas

^ ^L; ^dut1-LUv-L1tE)UUUov3rlulr.f1UDf-LLlj.-I.|l.il.aI.eIJUJ.LIIrLJ.t(:

. ecorci ,Januar;' i 9jt Lo ni: :epor; in ';ile Ac!-s aXq j,r'oceecj. inr:s,
! 

,

.']une 1939, Zeidnan emphasizeri lhree factors iir relat:-on rc his

success in evan5elizing ihe ,le\','s. irirsq Inere was a breaking

clol'in of irost,i-I.ii;r ano preJucrice oi' -uiLe 
"Je'J.,s a5:air,sr llliri stian

tat-rrnissj"cnarles'." Srecona-r;;, :l.ele \,.,;: ir'creas in5 sl'r,r1:aihl' alii sut-.port

fron various nenoerg cf rie .leivisn cc:nut,i t-r.,' 7 ani tn'' r'd.i-y,

there were the I unl)r'eceo.-t,i.e;r-.-. vas; f.le-c; t^, i-)e un';c iLarves:tr,

resuLtini- fron iiie concij,;,i cn: unaejr ;iiricl l.iie ,le','/s hf ere

str-16;9l,n6 in i 9j), iiie i 1 siriri l;uai-l- ani nati:riar fari r,e; in

19i3, iireir !ret'e ecu.--i-orr ir f '-i : ali, ie::ir:it-;.- at.L .,Jui:.i:-ia "tJ



Itot everyone afi'ilialed with the Scott Instltute during

this period shared l?evererici Zeidman's enthusiasrn, In a report

on the "Scott Institute ,. i ssion to lhe Jews'r, l'larch i ()JB,

Zej-dmanrs assistant, JaroI;rn licArthur naintained that t.he

cross was stilI a stuml.,Iirr5, r.rl ocli. f or ,-l€ws. trWherever there

is aggressive evan55elizini: Lfrere is opposition.tr She arg-'ued

that I'There is still- wr Lh Lnern that ai'rful f ear of Dersecu tlon ano

they have good reason to fear."2l
During this period Jeu's v,,ere seen not only in lighl of

thei-r evangelistic potential. fn a report in the Acts and

Proceedings, June 1936, the ,)r'esbytery of Chatham requested

that the leaders of the i:'resbl'Lerian Cirurch be forerunners in
invit,ing leaders of Judaisn i.o neet with the view of trcievel-op-

ing a deeper spirit of frienoship between Judaisrn anci Christianj- tr,,.22

Does this mean that t,he Presbyterian Church was actually

aware of the persecution occurring in !,uroJ:e at this tine?

iiecor:nition: In 193, the :rrcsryLerian :,ecord publisheci a series

of articles by Dr. Stanley of Sianford, Connecticut, which

exanined the issue of persecution in iurope. In the Irebruary

address he explained that Lrese days for economic securi-t)'a

"people will surrender everything, even religious 11:erty.I'

Gerrnany rri6 a nation to f e:-,t because of the fantastic proiec ts

of j-ts ]eaders and the susccpLicilit.'r'of the people in their
present distress ...."23

.Jconornlc insecurity ar.o religious enslavenen L rwre not the

onl.y issues treated by the j)resbvterlan llecord. fn I'Iay 1gj6

an artlcle'rGermany and the.lews'brought to light the detairs



and real nature of the persecution of the Jews in Germany. The

article dealt vrith Mr. Janes G. l'lcDonald, forner High Commission-

er for Refugees vrho resi-gned his post in order for the world to

see rtthe horror and tragedy of it al}tl. The articl-e clainned

that the Nazi regulati-ons designed to persecute and destroy

the .Jevuiskr popul-ation were not only an outrage to Jewish feelings

but robbed iews of their rights as human beings. Though life

had been made intolerable for then in Germany, I.lcDonalci asked

the readership, lvhere could they go? He brought the issue to

light as tr? problern of serious iniernational- concerri.'.rrand

pleaded that "vrorl-d opinion...rloV€ to avert the existing and
-l

inpending traged.ies:rrc4 Later tha+" year, with this infornation

at hand, the Fresbyterian Record still published "The Light of

the ir;orlcit' in vlhich Dr. C.H. Kerr asked: rrHave you ever

consj-d"ered fhat the Germans are nov/ treating the Jews exactl;r

as thedevrs once treated other peoples whom they thought might

coni;aninate them? That is to saYr they set out to exterminafe
-r-

1- rr om tl- '/

In spite cf ii.everend Kerrrs c,ueryr ot perhaps because of itt

the ?r.esbyterian i?ecord continued to print reports about the

persecuiion oi the Jews. In an arficle in Februar;; 19iB Reverend

Zercinan spoke of ihe Jew as 'rthe nost hunted, the ncs+" persecutei

and ;he nost lleipless crealure i n ihe whole of Ceniral Europer'.

In ,)clanii the .Tew is the r.lost niserable of al1 beings, treaied

v,rith Iess consj.jei'ation than animals in Oanaoa. In Gernany, ln

rlounani-a anti. even in Palesti-ne, he continueci, ,iews ar'e sub jeciei

to ':ri;-sica.l- vi cl-ence and persecution.25 in the sarne year



Zeidnan referred to the "hatred let loose in Europe agaj-nst the

Jewish people " .27 o report on ,rrhe Jews in Roumaniau explained
that although religious hatred had been the motive for hostile
action against the Jews for generations, now blood and race had

becorne factors in the policy of persecution, and Nazi propaganda

was adding fuel- to the fire.28
In November 1938 the Presbyterian Record printeci a revlew

of the British publication youth and Anti-semitism. As an

indication of the tirnely nature of this work, the nameless

reviewer wrote: rtThe tragj-c life of the Jews in certain parts of
centrar Europe may well elicit the sympathy of the christian
churches. About this sympathy there can be no d.oubt, ancl the
problen is to give it sultable expressisy1.n29.

An article in January 1939 entitled I'Germany and The Jewsn

repeated the earlier protests of Janes McDonal-d, addin5 that the
horrors described in 1936 was being re-enacted and accentuated.
Not only were the Jews victlms of socj-al- outrage but with this
new outbreak were subjected to very serious physical 

"bu"".Jc
The editor of the Presbyterian Record reported in l,lar.ch of the

sane year that hundreds of thousands have been driven forth frorn

their country through no fault of their o*n.J1 rn July Reverend

D.l'i. MacMillan wrote a statement which he felt the nchristian

people may well take to heart in these tlmes., .rn certain
quarters brute force seems to reign supreme. Hundreds of
thousands of human bej-ngs have been ruthlessly persecuteci for
no other reason than that they have been born Jews .,,32

As for the situation of Jews in canada during this period



we find an articie in the Presbyierian Record cf Februar;'- 1938

in which lieverend Zeidman complaine.l that t'ouring; the last fev;

years r &S missionaries to the Jews, lve have had to engage not

only in preaching the Grspel to the iews but also in combattrn5

anti-semitisn anong Christians. Ol' Iaferlr he r';roter "several

half-baked Bible teachers in the Unitec States as well- as in
l',annaz - rrnrl er tnc nretext of nrnnhr.r.'i cal studles have -ceen
'Jqlr(f,uq t urruv lrr v vv /t v

ar.i'lr1' ^f tri16,_ :n.ri-l, l:fierj-- +.^^;;-- nf ratfr-lrl:fa.itlst" fn';b,UII L.y Ul V-.1--Ls t arr ur-vr.a !u L-Ld.Il ucd.ullijld) uf lla ul sq at]q

.Tevlish peopie .tr))

Solutions: Given the degree of infcrrlalion the Presbyt,erian

Church reported regarding che ccndii:ot.s affecting -,ne icu;s ir

lurope in tiiis period, the stanco itr ,/&s p.reparei tO iake ai

th:-s time is ver)/ significanf . In an editorial in Januar';r 1c;:9

rrJ. i1. Rochester wrote: t!;\ serious question has thus risen whi cii

nusr 5j-ve concern to every lhristilr:, countrJ r namel3', l'o i';hai

place oi'refuge shall- these pecple -u:n?" The arti-c1e ihen

quoted e piea i-ssrred on behalf of t-le ..rchc:-shop oi Santerbur;,',

+-ire l-loderaior of the Church of Scoil ani, the l''loderaior of 'u{rE

I'eoeral f ounci I of lvansel:Lcal- l;'r'ec -lirurches, ani olhcr- non-

C:n-iiia-n re- r :ii-ous leaae rs . I -t re a'-j:s :

Ir Gre;.', ,lernan)I ihere re:liaj-ns ncl fev'Jer than a ni]lion
.Ier','s, ol' wncrrr about haif are ln:,i stians r nan)/ of wnon
are the so-calleci Non-AryanD o . . . '; apneal to clur own
{-lovernrreni and -;o 1-he !cr:-ini orr l.,vernnen ig tc Ei ve a.

I ea.o Lo iire wOr-t d ln -unis :iatter" ,' e be€, rhe:".r rr, the na-ne
naite -oC;l: Of Our lnri si;iern f ar:1- a-nO Of cOmnon humaniilr
t-O open their cioOt s generous'i v tO r"efu5ees bef ore il i s

I - +.,LtrL, Id. UL'. . . .

l'he qucr.ir.ion Soes on to saJ':

:'he 'li.r"i sfian Council f



Centra] Iiurope has been formed for the express purpose
of appealing to lhristians to help these refugees,
especial-Iy Chrj-sLian ref'ugees of .whom there now is
not fewer lhan h.llf a n:i}l-ion. The Jews have helped
their own Jewisii brethern rnost liberally and also
man"v Christians of .Ievrish ciescent. I"lost earnestly
do we entreat our fell-orv Christi-ans to help their
Christian r.rretiiern in Iike manner.

The quotation ends with the critique thattrCanada as a natj-on

rnust not be wanting at1"his time in such a grave crisis when 
i4

manrs brotherhood has such d splendid opportunity for expression.rr

Two nnonths later in:rnother editorial Rochester referred

to the nearly one anci a hal-f nillion people living in lndescribabl-e

nisery who "are xnociri-ng aL the doors of the world for mercyt'.

The knock is heard Loudl-.v at Canadats door; "in the name of our

conmon humanity it must not continue unheeded.rt Very critical

of the Domi-nion GovernnenLrs excuses for preventing refugees

f rom en tering lanacia , :' oc hes ter argued that t'as a Chris ti-an

natj-on we ought not to stanci upon ceremony or be daunted by

material consloerations. Help i-s needeci. Let us give 1t and at

once.rr For those still of a dubious bent, he suggested that

history could denonstra'"e that it might prove profitabl-e to

Canada to provide homes for fhese refugees.

In conclusj-on, he reierred to the resolution passed b.-v

the Conrmittee on Jorresnoncience of Other Churches: "That this

Cornmiitee placed on recorci its conviction that with respect to

these refugees a wise an,.i tvel-l-controlled imnigration policy be

adopted by the Dorni-nion Governnent.nl5 The signifj-cant word here

is rrwiserr, for Troper anC Abell-a will testify that the immigra-

tion policy was in fact wel-l-controlled but hardly wise.

Though the war clouds were gathering durj-ng this period,



T2r had not as yet been declared and Canada remained still

:--=latively u"aorr.hed by the increiiole evenLs occu.rring in

l-*rope. Crnce war was declared, however, Canada arned herself

-u! defencl r-lritain anci t,he All-les and all that stood fcr truth

=-l .iustice. The attitude of tire Canadian Churches l-ikewise

c;anEed at this tine and their concerns tooh nerv oirections.

.Period II: 1919-19U2

Ge:reral Background: Despite increasing xnowleoge of the cerse-

cution of the Jews, Reverend John Pi'"'us of Torcnlo i-nli-i eo in a

rieptember 194O articie that the blinoness of the iews t.tas ihe

ca.use of their present sufferj-ng. In discussJ-ng the term

"i:essiahtr, Pitts suggested that although the iev,'s of c,.L-d be-.1 i-eveci

tLat. God would send His Anointed to deli-ver P-i-s people ano

est.abl ish a kingdom of righLeousness, +-he Jews concei-ve'i ci tre
hing;don in f errns of Jewish domi:lation r so that wnen the ,';essiail

*:it come to inaugurate a kingdcn in which all peoples wouiii

t:qualIy serve God, the iews "in their blindness lr;.'ec t ei alrd

crlciiied hin.")o However, about a )''ear laier- ieverenc l-er.r^1,'

' . i:ici1;i6r'r6r wrote a Very pOignant ar-- cle i-l lhe i''ebrev'' :-var,f er i sr.
-lu'riressec"To t,he .Iewtr, it reads:

,,'ie have ciarnned yc; foi' 'uhe vei.r' atti'uuce l:hi ch v'e
ourselves irave llace i-nevi*'abie. '.':e !:f.';? rc-,:;e-
l;'os and novt critrcrze :icJ iol- : 

" 
LTt€ sec i.? li v€:. .'' a

have ciriven you ioEether lii.-'e siie.:j' j-l ': s-l-'lrl
anci now call You clar:nish.
i,e have accuseci j'ou oi nalerl-al isl :-:caJ.s€.' :.'-i :1 n1.'i
;ee! successful in 'cusiness. I cul' T)r'lc ler- -,i' r--2=

ceeri an evidence of a nercel6-ri' l"l'nci r t"lr3 ar
evidence of ihe iavo,.rr oi Gocj....ll,l-cu:,:'il ai, --lr:

-l.iirisiian centuries oul- r'i-.*:* :'as ::'-'''r *:lf:l
Joursand].nthesecaiscier:-lcnn'-lr--::.'ri'.1-'-r:l-''



vle oiscover once more horv rich yours is but
no intimation of thanks.
i,ie have calleci peace a Christian attituce,
forgetting that it was a .,Tew who first useci 1i
irose ivords, whJ-ch now belong t,o hul,ani l)', ...-'

The Fnarisaic conceptr however, still ilroveo problenatic.

in "The Jourageous Cancior of Jesus" , Augus L 1")42, rieverend iI.

FeverI;r i,-e tchen descrj-bed the Scribes anci Pharj sees not as

hypocrits and sinners but as rrvery conscientious in keeping

ihe lett,er of tire lawil r fi€ticulously carefui ailout alr tradi-

tional reouirenents of the religion of their fa*"]-iers. ":jxternalll'
and rirechanicall-y they were rlghteoustr bu t, he argue c1 sei f -
criticatl;i, they at }east took their religion seriously.

"S peaking generally even of the so-called Christian co:lnuni-t1'
7A

vle have not been even as righteous as the ?harisees. t'-" ilere

we have an apparently subtle change in vj-ew re6ardi ng the

Pharisee. i-rid this subtle change i-n view af fec i Christian

relations with iews during these war years?

Tire earllest r-eference to relarions with.lews in this

peri od is f ounC in the -.\cts and Proceedines cf ,i40 j-n a report

on tne Scott Institute, As was common 1n rnost reporls on

.Tev;:-sh-Christian relations there was a cOncerrr::ere v;r-uh

evan6eli zLr.E t,he ,Iews, particularly in this case wj-ih s-iread-

ing rhe gospel at:ong the refugees when the fl-oco gale ''vcu-l ci

open af ter the vJar. leverend Zej-dman reaf firrnec *rhe Insti tuteb

gooci relai. ons w.-th anc support from the Jewisi, cormuni:; *n rhe

<ocll.ry' .r )

In t,he "l.uarteriy ,ieport on Jewish '{lorkrr in Decernber of

tnp er,.p \/a:]i -onal.-r '.1niri-hrrr. T.eidrnarl^ ^^^';^r^-+ WfOte-,aI'OLJ-Il -:(--+I u.tluI t zrY-Lurrs'rl D dD-*r va'tI v,



that "wor1d conditions have had a tendency to arouse the

Je'rish people...fwho] acl<nowledge their only hope is in God

and they i.ire beginnlng to rvonder if ihey had no'" n:ade a

nj-stake i-n not accept.inr ,Tesus as their lvLessiah."l+O In i"larch

of i941 Revererid Zeidnan reiterateij his optimism i-n an article
entitled '1llvangelizing; the Jewsrr but admitted that f'1t is
still pioneer work. It is sti]l a r,ratter of sof tening lhe

stoney hearis that have been haroene ci oy centuries o1' pre judice

au ci persecution , bu t +-nc hearts are r: eing sof ieneo and rei.id;v

to receive the seeo of fne ilospe}."4l t'As we looh at worlc

conditiorrs f oda;r ,?t wrote Carolyn i'c jirthur i-n her ttOuarterly

iiepoi'1" of August i941 , rrv/e little kncw how long lve nay be

nri rri -i prt(,d t.n -.; '-^ +r-^ ^^^ nel rnesn"se to the Cear iewish}/l rvr:sE)Uu UU tf-LVg VllC ..JL-rL! rrreuL,Je.L v\

people who neea it so ittuch "rr4c

Tr,'ro 6onths lafer the Preslryterran,?ecorci selrerely denounceC

the scarcity of iiebrew and Yiddish New Testanen ts : !'Fi rst f he

sliutoff was affected in i;er-ritan;r for of course everythlng

Jevli-sn or i-ieirrer',1 was unoer ihe Hiil +: i' curse.rr Thi s ienounc€lri{:ct.,

horvever, was rrrerel"v anofner expressi-on of concern for evangel-

izir:g- t,he .ie\'/s. " l'he 1'iaI' ha.s cut deep into the heart of the

,levrish nationf r which lrr-oviietl al-r cpporiunity rar"ely iound
t.2

b1' the Churcli to presen; tjle tiosper :o the Jews.q/

ln the fall of i)i:'; !everend :,e,i cilian resigned f ron: his

pos-i t,ior as su-oeri ntendent of t.no !I-es'[)i terian l'iission to ihe

.lews.4* -iire subsecuent repcrl- on tria nission in 1942 v;as

writfen in .ln enrirel-;,' crriferent tone. lixpressir-lc frustration

in aitenpls io corlver', .i ews, Lhe riarnel-ess writer iindernined



Reverend Zeidmanrs optirnisn: r'[ven the poorest Jews ]ook

upon the Crentiles as Gayin [.1"] heathen and worshippers

of a dead carpenter. lirey ciespise our saviour, sneer at lU_s

miraculor-rs birth and deny His resurrection. To them, He i-s

the cause of all- the sorrows of the Jewish race.'r The wrj-ter

further condemned Zej-dmanrs methods for evangelizing the Jews.

It is'rdangerous to r.rake use of dol-es of any kind or give

financi-al support or proni-se of renunerative ernployment ffor]
the Jews instinctively know where to find their profit anci

readily avail themsel-ves of it. So they come suddenly and

disappear suddenly, just as soon as their profit is exhausted

or they develop into sham Christians without any backbone."4)

Clearly this writerrs perception of the Jews and the Church's

mission to the Jews differed considerably from that of ileverend

Zeidnan. The question arlses as to whether this al-lered vierv

of the Jew affected the Churchfs perception of the perseculiorr

of the Jews i-n llurope.

Recognition: In ijeptember 1 t{O an article appeared j-n the

Presbvterian i?ecord entitled 'rIs Hitler Anti-Christ?tr This

article indj-cates that there vtas knowledge of I'iazi ,oersecution

in Germany and Gerrnan-occupi sd territories. Referring to i]rtIer

as the supreme ruler of the kingdon of evil, Reverend John Pitis

maintalneci that Hitler had made arrcovenant with rieath", art

rragreement with hell'r. Hj-tler, he concluded, j-s "the pinnacl-e

of anti-Christianity". He has elevated himself t'o a position

of a god r arrogates to llimself complete control over the bodies,

ninds and souls of the German people. I'Jot only have tirere been



trcruel outbursts against the Jewsttbut alsorrt,he rape of husfria,

the destructi-on of Czechosl-avakia and now the murderous atfack

upon Poland...."4o Further evidence of llazi- persecutlon appeared

in Februar;r of the following )/ear. An articl-e in the ;'rest'-.'Lerian

Record described the closir-rg: of Czechoslavakian unj-versit.j es

and colleges and the'rphysical tor'uuesrrsuffered by facui-t;u and

students a grim picture of a culture scarcely a year ai'rer

Gern:any's "rrrry.47 A Septernber article responded tc the ne"i

role I'litler irad cl-aimed f or hj-mseIf ; that is, trthe chani,ion cf

Chrisrian civilizationr'. Including a quotation from a. l-;r'iiish

publication ihe article states: I'There are a thousano lvitnesses

ln rlonrr him fhnrrr"h'.hpv ear:nol-. sneak- fnr lherr 2re in ll''"SCnSuv ug:1J rr!lr. t \,Ir\J(tt;rr UrIEJ vqlrrrv v vlJeqr!

and concentration canils under German rule."4B

In these and subsequent articles there is l-ittie crou'b.t about

the nature of the l{azi regine. The I'iazj-s were referreo :o various''y

as irnposing "their anti-social, anti-Christian and anti-ituilan

wills upon much of the worldr'r as using t'fiendish force anu
I a\

Oiar:ol ical schenlingtr.4Y In 1942 an articl e repri-ntea irot:l

l.:c: z.inc )i e"est nresenteci a BritrSh VieW Of NaZi Gernan-"'. ilnOer| \qi.'auLtt u ..rts,vw

f ew i1-lusions, Si-r iioberl Vansj-ttart wrote: I'Of coursc l:re re

have been, ano are, {'ler-nians who naJ* not haVe lii<eci eliecu :'iv the

progranaes of ihe leaOers; but...the fact remains lhat ;he
i: /'

pro€:rannes cf their Ieaciers always have been executeC.t'--

AS for' rire persecuf,i ori of the .Tews durj-ng thi-s ner: i,a le:':i.

io nothing can be founcl 1n fhe Presbyterian i?ecorcr or thc -i.cli;
tne

and -tl'oceedi]r€q. Oni;"'in,/Novenber 1941 j-ssue of The irei'ri:;;

:tvaneeiist was the probl-e:i acldresseci. In "!lehind iire i..,zi l-inesil



ieverend Zeidman related the incident of the nassacre of live
huncired Jews in Jassy, ,lounrania as an "horrlfying example of

Iiazi savageryrr. In addition to reports on the serious anti-
Jei'rish excesses in Kouno anci Vi'lna (tne two iargest cities in
Soviet Lithuania) Zeldman inforrneci his readers of the thousancis

ol' i,it,huanian Jews moved of f to Soviet l4ongolia and llastern

Siceria and the one huncired thousand Ukrainian Jews rrthe

aged and ailing Jews and Jewesses anci the )roung chilcirenil

evacuated to 3inc-Bidisnrr.51
,,hat was to be Oonu, what could be done ciuring this period?

One possibility was presenteci by Reverend 'JiiIliam T. Elmsliet

General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church. In a 1 941

arti-cie, r':iurope in the !-urnacetr, El-msrie describeci what he

felt was "perhaps the nost courageous and sfriking act of aII...

lhe protest against anti-Semitlsnn, formerly presented by ihe

Iearers of the Churcir [i" Hollan{] with the support of alnost

the v;irol-e ritentbership -- a protest which was not ineffective in

sirit,e of the demonstrat,i-ons to which it indirectl;r led ano lhe

sheaiing of nlood in orcier to suppress i-t."2' Yet j-n the

ar.ticle by Vans j-ttart in the f ollovring year, of the three f uil

n2rtr.q nn Qpprl2nrr nnl rr 
^?1 

o Sffal-l- fefefenC€ WaS nfaCie COnCefningva[jLe vrj \;vf :-re-rlvr t vrr4u'

the treatrnenr of the Jews. In h-is conparison of the F-aiserrs

3e rran1' r'lit.h 'Lhat of ;{itler, he wrote: I'Then as now anti-Semitism

w2q qf rnrn' ihnrrph nf en!)rse not so violen X.rt5)ea vi:L.

As for the treatnnent of the iews in Canada,huring this
I

ncri ocl - onl v lreverend ieidman dealt with the question. In his

ar+-icle 'rlresh Aj.r Canp iivangelisntr, he defended his camp f or

"Tervish cnilci.ren on the grounds that 'rthe radical discrirnination



which festers in the most unexpected places, can become very

evident in the more or less lj-mited space of a camp community.

Closing our eyes to this si+"uation unfortunately does not alter

it, and until Chrj-stian hearts become entirely sor our Jewish

children enjoy their holiday best by themselves.r'54 Accorciing

to Zeidman then despite the events in Europe Antj--Sernitisn'r

remained more or less a problen in the Presbyterlan communiiy.

Sol-utions: The evldence, though hardly definiti-ve, indicates that

the Presbyterian Church attempted through its press to inform its

reaqership not only about military events and Nazi actlvities but

also, though certainly l-ess sor about the mass evacuatlons and

persecution of Jews in Eastern Europe. Glven the information

the Church possessed in this regard, what sort of solution, if anlr

did they suggest to their membership?

In his 1939 article 'rPalestine and the Jewsil Reverend John

Strrart e onrinp in enns-i rieration of Jewish rights in Palestine,J VUqI u vVIrrl!116 llr vvrrv4uvr

maintai-ned that: 'rThe interest of Christians in t-he future cf

Jews in Palestj-ne will always be sympathetic and sj-ncere." !'or

Conning the immed.iate and most urgent concern \tias thi: establi-sh-

ment of friendly and co-operative relations with Arab neighbours.

Although he suggested that cordial relations between Jew and Aral,r

vlould have progressed much faster but for Arab self-seekers anc

foreign politi*cal propaganda, he also wonderecl if' lrpiacing of'

Iimits on the rnaterialistj-c ambitions of nati-onalistic Jews nay

nof in the en6 work for the advantage of the v,ihole.Tewlsh p"opi"J'it

Palestine wa-s obvj-ously not the only or the nosf adequate

solution to the problem of war-torn refugees. The quest'icn



remained rt/here coul-d these Jews turn? l{ho would give them

re fuge ?

In a 1940 adoress t.)r. /rdor.f Keller, the Secretary of the

Cent'ral Bureau for tne i?elief of l,vangelical Churches in Europe

presenled the probler:: i n ool-d ligh t : r'cn a thousand Iluropearr

roads a caravan of dr-.suair winds its way sIowly toward an

unknown goal.rr He spoi<e of tel:s of thousands of refugees

"there is no end....:'-rorn destiturion to despair they go homeless,

f oresakentr onI.v because "a dernonic povJer decrees to t-hese ntrnr)'l r-

who are li-ke ourselves: 'Die! There is no pJ-ace for you among

nankind ! | I' This , he argueci, is "an in tol-erabl,e wrong. . , .No cnr.j

of us j-s responsible for this ruin, buf we all share the resporr-

sibility for our fellov,rlna.n 1n ferrible anguish. Perhaps the

travail- of this ti-me will bring f'orth a new worl-d but will the

Refugee llve to see it? Itlot unless \r,e raise our volces for
justice and extend our hands for rnercy.r'20

The only re f erenc e Lo the re fugee probler:r in 1941 was a
r,r^" ^-+-i ^1 ^ i r tha i)y.eq,r'.-f eri-an Record which exanlned the:-lclv d,l L.LUIE -Lr. urrc %

problem and concluded thaL I'Unoccupi-ed -l'rance i-s the gravest

problen facj-ng all tlie :luropean relief organizations tocial' ."5'7
l)r. Kel-lerts " larewell- to iirnerica'r was t,he only a.rticle in al-r

of 1942 that mentloneci i.he refugee prcblen. Here ire discussed

the European countries nost i-n neeq of aici f or refugees, parti-

cularl-y Swi.t.zerlanri , Creat !;ritain anci unoccupJ-ed France. rr,',lave

af fer wave of hapless exi les" are pouring over the fi-ontiers anci

the;; must 'oe a'i cled with food and shelter, he ""gu"d..i8 Af ter
hrs re turn to llurone the problem alnost cilsappeart'd frorn the

pages o f che Irresby teriarr Church press .



Period fII: 1 q43-i o4q

General BackAround: Durj_ng this period the presbyterian church

provided far .t-ess coverage of Jews generally. Theologlcally,
the perception of the Jewvas hardly different. In 1943 an article
on mlssions in the Presbyterian Record remin&d its readers that
rrThe Cross tells us we are in the same condemnatlon, black and

whiter..,JeuI and Gentiletr, a reiteration of the previousiy cited
Pauline tene t.'9 The Pharisaic concept was likewise perpetuated.

A February 194, radio address, printed in the Presbyterian Record,

discussed the question of the salvation of the I'soul that does

not feel any need.rr rrThe Scribes and Pharisees of Christ's time

were not wicked peopler'r claimed J.B. Skene over CBR radio

Vancouver. ttThej-r history had been an honourable one...but the

firm stand they were compelled to rnake at nany tlmes tencied to

harden their hearts.rr As their rul-es crystallized into Iegalism

and formalism, "these virtuous nen became men of closed ninds and

the enemles of Jesus.rr6Q

Reports on Jewish-Christian rel-ations of any nature were

likewise fewer io be found. After Reverend Zeidmanrs resignation

in 1941 , only one further articl-e on the Scott Institute oi' the

Presbyterian I'tission to the Jews appeared in 1942. There were

n^ rennrf s stti'qenrron f -l v rrr{nf gci/On this iSSUe. f n the S lfing Oflrv r v}/vr wu usvu

194r, however, there vras ment,ion of good relaticns befvreen Jews

and Christ,lans. lhis took the fcrm of news regarding Iirotestant,

Catholic anci .'ier,'rish arni- chaplains working together I'in the hell
a.

of war' and thereb;.' welding a srgni f icant unity.o ' t'rrotestant,

Catiroli-c ani ,lei'i uniiei in servi-ce, uniteci in common prayer,



undividec.l i-n death....',oz

;?ecoEnition: ljespite the intensiry of luropean activity
during this perioci, the presbyterian press presenteci the
reacer witir only a fevr reports of llazi persecution anci terror.
lrevertheless, these reports are highly signj-ficant. iieverend
Sanuel ilcCrea Cavert reported in ilarch of 194j that ,,...the
ciiurch lin occupiect trance] af ter a period of confuslon, 1s

rincing l-ts soul again in connection with the issue of the
treatrnent of the Jews. when the vichy regine under the demand.

of its Lazi master adopted the porlcy of deportlng Jews for
forced labour, it vras the church which found ilre cJearesr
voice in their defenc s.1163

Far more signiflcant i-s v/.11. Rochesterrs conmentary in
June of 1943 on the address by Reverend H.J. cockburn of scot-
lano at a rceeting of the Associated Church Press of Canada and

the Linited States in New York, lulay 3-6tn. .lochester argued that
the reaoership nust belleve cockburnrs statements. rn the

address Cockburn trdirected attenti on to the atrocitles which

irave marked the present war....when you think of the tr.eatnent of
the -:'oies, the Jews and others r at the hands of the liazis r you

stanci aghast. It is unbeLievable that such brutish treai,nent,

shouri be accordecl nen by their fel1ovrs. The savagery of iu all
af ri5;nts us.!t rhe reason f or it, rtochest,er explai nect in his
connentary, is that the llazis believe they are a superior race

anci nay therefore deny to other peoples the right of exlstencu.54
The printed words seen hardly able tc convey the profouni sense

of rragedy felt by both Cockburn and Rochester.



The nos t, s j-gni f ican t
the cha rn'e n f " the siienc e

exolrerates the -t;resi:1' tcrian
in the Acts and Proceeclings

statement vrhich in part confi rns

of ihe Churchr! but a-l-so in par L

lhurch from this charge a.ppearei

of .iune 19113. It is a statement

issued 5)r the Presb;-terl' of Sasl-,atoon for t,ransrnisslon Lo the

Generai Assenb1y. ilnirtled t'On lrenalf of the ,Tev/isn lac.,". it is
i-s vrort,h.v oi' being; qucL,ecr nere in fuIl.

.'.'liereas, never L'ef cre, perhape i-n the histor.;; ci'
Christ.i-ani t.y rrav€ r:re ancienr race of Israel beer
iortureci and )ersecutecl as at fhe present itye, i;.I1i
''',hereas, '"he .-i'otestani l:ur-cires cf lurope ir&ve gone
on rec ori as c ein5 s;.':r:laiire t,i-c io tirar r"ac e , ar,c.
anxious to be oi heip '.o lhen in the dreadfui predi*
car?1ent in which rhe;.' fi:,c themselves ip a^l-:los - er/e r'.'
part of Enrope , anci

,'ihereasr ts far 3.s \f,'€- are ewat:e, nc 0hur.ch r1_ .i.;iaia.has taken a l-iiie stand,
i', € e there f cre , ce Li'-ior. ir-2 ,/ei':era:;1c ,'ne Ge nc:"i._
assenbl;.' to e,o on record ti:a.-, vle, as a Churcl . ?Te
s;'rpat,heiic l-o *"he .Te',','i-sn :race in iheir triai-: ar,i
persecutions tn everjr part cf ilurcpe, ".. (i

vt/

Sglut,rcr. : llie sare st,:rter:iren: goes on tc of f er at leas r a

part:iii s:ciution tc L!.e j-ntoier a:,1-e situiati cn f'acir;. -ir u'pzr.!.
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olhers what Reverend lreidrnatn hact referred to as a truly
lhris i.ian he:rrl. vel .rn irticle in irebruary .]944 inci_caf es

tha L this s batetrieri t cl j-.i n ot ltave al wicle-ranglng impaic L on the
Presbyteri-atr cornmunitr' .r.s a wholer. fn t'On the ilamparL -- Open

canacia to Refug;eesrr v/e read that "our board recej-ved a request
from the Canadi-an J'l.itroni:il Cornrnit.tee on defug,ees...thaf v;e

favour the admission oi refugees into Canacia. A sta Lcme-n L had

colne f rorn our l'4ocierator Jr. Ketclrc-:n, Primate Owen, Archlislto p

lulctiuigan ancl l,iocieraf or' 'r'. .i. il. r). r:lclater approvin5,; tire ,sase.

Our l',oard, af ter consiclera lie discusslon of a knott;r point,
agrecci also to approve."''-/ Althouilh the articl.e did not elat,or-
aLe on the "knotty po'inl.", fhe fact that consirierabl-c' discussion

des pi te
vJas requi-red/the supporL of'tire leaciership of the (ianadian

churches in general is als o sigrri f icant. This was thc las r-

vrord in this perioci cor.cerning the pl-ight of lhe .Tews in l{azi
dorninat,erl Europe.

Conclusi-ori
',,hat we have coflV€,r't:.i in lhis Japer must be regaru.){-i as

tentative. Because ser'::,Jns, addresses, minutes and ';hc I j-I"-,er

Itave, in m;rnv caSes trecrr r.e,t:,:rined b','the indiViclual churcj.res,:)l

niin-isters, the coLlec tiorr in lhe :'l'esbyt,erian Church hrchives j-s

sonrevrhat linjt.eC. [,riv.-r:'r ihat. the c-; rculation of the t]]rurc]r press

al that tirne v/as small , it.s i-rnpilct, vuas likeIy corresporrrlinglll

vre.rk. \';rhat we have rela i.ed here then expresses less the of ficial
ai.titude of the PresbvLerian Church than the attitude of its
wrilers anci edltors. :,lill these v/ere men who were honoured by

the Presbyf erian cornmunity and, J-n rnost cases) members of the



Fresbyterian ministry.

One of the nrost important questions that arises in regard

to t,his research rests on ihe definition of che ter'n ilsilsnss" 58

used in the charge against the Jhurch. Does it nean iack of

rvrlt:en siaten:ents, l-ack of vocal Cenanos? foes it neans iaci':

of attenpt t,o put words i nto ac tion, tc pressul'e fhe Sovernrnent,

io arouse the people? Clearl;- the Presb;"'terlan Church oia not

rernai;: er, tirel;- s.i l-ent; clearly, thoug,h perhaps not f recluenf J-1"

tne;;' -cubl isnea ctenanos of t,heir churcir l-eaders, church neni-cers,

ana ,he Janaclan gOvernnent. liOwever, t,here is nO inolcailCn

thai. the Church attempteo to ol- rias prepared t,o take action in

crder to inptenent their cienancis.

!i-ven the historical- contexi, what ac.tion couid the 'li.urch

have callen? 'Jlha; actiorrs woulq have been ef fective? These

ouesri-cns are of course retrospect-i ve bui must nevertheless ce

acidressec. on cel:alf of Canaqians at large, the lanaciian Ciruicn

as a ivhol-e ai:.cr ihe Presb,vterian corununity j-tsel-f . -,'ased on oui'

rescarch lc ia-ter w€ can artue at' reast' tentat'ively thai tire

?res;y-ueriait lhurch dio not renain virtually sil er-rt in fhe face

cl ti.e iiot ocaus-,r that the Presbyterian Church :ress cii alienpt

;o i;-rfcrl. l-:s reaiersnl-p -- snall though i-t na-' have 'ceen of

the evelis cccurrinS in iurcpe ano rhe persecuti on oi the ie;S'

In i:tj-s reg:arci we can state rhat ine ?resoll'uerian 3furch has

seei- ar ieas; nariiali;r' exoneratec frorn the char5e of ':the siier:c:

^ f !'a n ^;.r r^i.:l
.iI U;:= vliui v-: .
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Canadian Presbyterians and the 

Laymen ' s Missionary Movement 

by 

John S. Moir 

The Laymen's Missionary Movement may be viewed as the 

culmination of North American missionary undertakings in that 

Age of Missions , the Nineteenth Century. The immediate roots 

of the LMM lay in the sense of a divine imperative to cultural 

and political imperialism that took shape in the closing decades. 

Its more distant roots lie in the vast missionary spirit and 

enterprise of Britain that developed after the close of the 

Napoleonic wars. Indeed the two common elements of the whole 

Nine~eenth Century missionary drive appear to have been a measure 

of prosperity engendered by industrialization and, for the first 

time on a global scale, a fervent response to the Apostolic 

"Macedonian cry " made practicable in international terms by the 

Pax Brittanica . In "the climactic phase of the foreign missions 

movement in American Protestantism111 at the close of the nineteenth 

century, Dwight L. Moody's "warm optimistic evangelism" and the 

channelling of enthusiasms into organized action on the model of 

the Young Men ' s Christian Association merged in 1888 in the Student 

Volunteer Movement which recruited the youth of North America , 

especially college students, for missionary service abroad. "The 

Evangelization of the World in this Generation" was both the 

aim and motto of the SVM. The SVM in turn spawned the Foreign 

Missions Conference of North America in 189 3 , to co-ordinate the 



denominational missionary work, and the Missionary Education 

Movement formed in 1902 to promote mission. enthusiasm among all 

church members. 

As this wave of mission interest swelled it became 

evident that the enthusiasm of youth had outrun the financial 

capabilities of the denominations to support such extensive overseas 

work. Traditional mission fund-raising had depended on the free­

will resp~nse of congregations to occasional pulpit appeals, plus 

the quiet but probably more effective work of women's missionary 

groups in the form of teas, bazaars, church dinners, etc. Some 

more lucrative and reliable way of exploiting the material resources 

of an opulent society was required, and the solution proposed was 

the Laymen's Missionary Movement. The three basic objectives of 

the Movement were to enlist lay support "to evangelize the world 

in this generation", to employ "the best business methods in all 

Church Missionary finance", and to promote "greater efficiency" 

. b h h d f ' ' ' ff 2 
in ot ome an oreign missionary e ort. 

The Movement spread quickly from the United States to 

Britain and Canada, but only in the latter country did it make an 

impact proportional to that recorded in the United States. Neverthe­

less there were significant differences between Canada and the 

United States that affected both the organization of and the 

ultimate fate of the LMM in each country. A primary difference 

is that Canada has never been religiously pluralistic in the same 

way as the United States. The 1911 census of Canada showed that 

fifty per cent of the population belonged to just four Protestant 



churches--Presbyterian, Methodist and Anglican claiming about fifteen 

per cent each and the Baptists five per cent. Since another forty 

per cent of the population were Roman Catholic, nine of every 

ten Canadians belonged to one of only five denominations . 

"Churchliness" as Robert T. Handy describes this fact and outlook, 

is both the organizational and psychological hallmark of Canada's 

1 . . . 3 
re igious experience. 

At the beginning of the century Canada's population stood 

at 5.3 million, about one-tenth that of the United States. 

Population growth had been due to immigration, because more 

Canadians had emigrated to the United States than the numbers 

added by natural increase . In the 1890s the Canadian economy 

began to recover from a generation-long depression that retarded 

industrialization and urbanization. A central factor in the 

economic revival was the $800 million of new capital invested in 

manufacturing industry during the decade after 1900, so that the 

value added by manufacturing doubled in this period and Canada ' s 

urban population grew by seventeen per cent. 

The end of the long depression coincided with the filling 

up of the American West, so that immigration was now diverted 

towards Canada. While the majority of European immigrants settled 

in the farmlands of the Canadian West, a significant proportion who 

lacked capital and industrial skills got no further than the 

socially depressed areas in the eastern cities. Wherever they 

settled, however, the three million newcomers to Canada between 

1896 and 191 3 posed, however, a serious challenge for the nation's 

political and religious leaders because most were completely 



ignorant of the Canadian life-style, political traditions and 

values. To protect the Canadian way of life as defined by "old 

Canadians", the new Canadians had to be Canadianized, and the 

churches and schools were the most obvious instruments for 

assimilation. Obviously there was need for intensive home mission 

work in the West and in the cities, as well as overseas missions. 

As a first step to meet this perceived cultural challenge 

from the immigrants, Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregational­

ists had agreed in 1902 to seek an organic union of Canadian 

Protestantism. This dream of a "Canadian Church" had sprung from 

recognition of the similarities in theology, polity and outlook, 

but it was also inspired by the example of "big business" where 

the order of the day was mergers, monopolies, expansion, efficiency. 

Surely the same techniques that succeeded in the busines world 

could create a single, powerful church to speak with authority to 

governments and meet the national challenge to Canadianize and 

Protestantize this tide of non-Anglo-Saxon immigrants. Both at 

home and abroad church union would eliminate wasteful and unchristian 

competition and duplication in missions, and so hasten the day of 

the coming of His Kingdom. 

This same popular admiration of "big business" techniques 

and successes provided the rationale for creating the LMM. Suggestions 

had been heard for several years both in the United States and 

Canada that laymen should support mission work with funds, study 

and prayer. Early in 1906 at a Student Volunteer Movemement 

meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, a Presbyterian layman, John B. Slemon, 

was so stirred by the sight of one hundred young people volunteering 



as missionaries that he conceived the idea to organize men in 

the churches to provide that support. 4 In November of that year , 

in New York city the Laymen's Missionary Movement was in fact 

organized during an interdenominational meeting celebrating the 

centenary of the American Board of Missions. Two months later at 

a Conference in Philadelphia of the Foreign Missions Boards of 

the American and Canadian churches, S.B. Capen, one of the LMM's 

founders, defined the nature and aims of the new group. 

What is it? It is a Movement; it is a Laymen's 
Missionary Movement; it is an effort to get the 
denominations at home to work more closely together. 
The Student Volunteer Movement has to do with providing 
missionaries, the Young People's Missionary Movement 
with the training of the men and women of tomorrow, and 
the Mission Boards are equipped for administration. The 
purpose of this Movement is to furnish more rapidly the 
money, and help push missionary work all along the 
line through a campaign of education among l~ymen under 
the direction of the various Mission Boards. 

In that audience was Dr. Alexander Sutherland, 

Secretary of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Church of 

Canada, who apparently recruited one of the most prominent Canadian 

Methodist laymen, Newton Wesley Rowell, to organize a Canadian 

branch of the LMM. Within five months a Canadian Council had been 

formed with Rowell as chairman and the twelve Canadian members 

of the International Council -as members of the Canadian Council.
6 

This Canadian Council was to act in consultation with representatives 

of all co-operating churches, and its first step was to organize 

meetings in several major cities to assess the missionary needs 

which the Movement might fill. By November, 1907, the field had 

been surveyed and a second meeting in Toronto formally launched 

the LMM in Canada. The next six months were spent planning a 



nation-wide campaign to arouse public interest. Conferences 

were held in larger centres, followed by visits of local groups 

to smaller towns and the countryside. The main meetings were 

addressed by the mission secretaries of the five participating 

Protestant denominations--Methodist , Presbyterian , Church of 

England, Baptist and Congregationalist--and by leading members 

of the LMM Council; 

The format for meetings was standardized--each opened 

with an evening banquet where invited laymen heard speeches from 

a battery of orators, each of whom gave a short talk on a specific 

aspect of the proposed LMM work. The following day these speeches 

continued, with business sessions to allow for the establishing 

of local committees. Finally, on the third day, the audience 

divided into denominational groups, each of which was expected to 

establish its own local committee. The public interest arou sed by 

this "National Campaign" was so great that J. Campbell White, 

general secretary of the American Movement, suggested holding an 

Assembly or Congress to hear reports of the progress achieved, to 

hear addresses by national leaders, and to consider Canada's 

missionary obligations and opportunities.
7 

The acceptance of 

White's suggestion was followed in less than half a year by 

precisely such a Congress, held in Toronto, attended by over four 

thousand delegates, and lasting five full days. 

The Canadian National Missionary Congress opened at the 

end of March, 1909, and after preliminary sessions addressed by 

White and by Robert E. Speer, the two leading American figures in 



the Movement , Rowell presided over the plenary sessions held 

each afternoon and evening. Each session began with devotions 

(a fifteen-page ecumenical hymnbook had been prepared for the 

Congress) , and each session had its own theme - "The Victorious 

Progress of Missions ", "The Place of t he Church in the Making 

of t h e Nation", "Stewardshi p of Life", "Knowledge of Missions", 

and on a practical note, " How to lead the Church to its Highest 

Missionary Efficiency". The closing topic was "The Unity and 

Universality of the Kingdom." Capen and Slemon, the founders of 

the Movement , spoke during the plenary sessions, and Speer and 

White each delivered two addresses . Other speakers represented 

mission work i n India and Arabia , but the guest of honor was Sir 

Andrew Fraser , t h e Scottish ex- Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, son 

of a missionary , past Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in India, 

representative of the Scottish LMM and world leader in missionary 

work . 

The Canadian speakers included prominent lay and clerical 

figures in national life, and of the 4 , 300 delegates more than 

half were laymen . Except for forty-seven Americans, all delegates 

were Canadian males, and Protestant. Of the total of 2500 laymen, 

1500 came from outside the immediate area of Toronto as did nearly 

1200 of t h e 1500 clergy . Almost three hundred theological students 

were registered at the Congress. The missionary interests of 

Canadian women were not completely forgotten . Two sessions for 

women , held in Convocation Hall at the University of Toronto, drew 

8 
overf l ow crowds . Introducing the printed volume of proceedings 



of the Congress, Rowell praised the ecumenical spirit that 

pervaded the meetings and the commitment shown by the delegates. 

That active business and professional men would 
leave their homes and travel hundreds, some thousands 
of miles, at their own expense to take part in a 
missionary congress was evidence of an awakened interest 
among the men of the churches, and an appreciation of 
their missionary privileges and responsibilities, such 
as had not hitherto been manifested. No man could look 
into the intent faces of these men, who, day after day, 
gathered to listen to a discussion of missionary problems 
without being deeply impressed by §he remarkable 
possibilities of such a gathering. 

The programme's basic theme was "Canada's Missionary 

Policy - Home and Foreign," and one of the ten plenary sessions 

considered the problem of preserving the Canadian-way-of-life. 

The problems of English-speaking and European settlers as well 

as Asians were considered, and one speaker spent his time on 

the problem of Canada's native Indians. In the final speech 

of that session James A. Macdonald, former edi tor of The 

Presbyterian and now editor- in-chief of The Globe, summarized 

the motivation of the Canadian Movement--"The Christianization 

of Our Civilization." Virtually every speech by a Canadian was 

permeated with Social Gospel phraseology, suggesting that the 

LMM, at least in its Canadian form, was essentially another 

manifestation of the Social Gospel movement and one that appealed 

to the sense of "noblesse oblige" (as well as richesse oblige) in 

Canada's burgeoning and successful middle and upper classes. 

One important result of the Congress was the formulation 

of a "National Missionary Policy" and its subsequent adoption 

by the five Protestant churches involved. The Policy statement 

acknowledged "the clear duty of the Churches of Canada to evangelize 



all those in the Dominion , or who come to our shores , who have 

not been led into the Christian life , and also to provide for 

t h e adequate preaching of the Gospel to forty millions of souls in 

t h e non-Christian world. " lO Since Canadian ·church members 

gave an average of $1.23 annually to home missions and only 64¢ 

for foreign work, those givings would have to be increased to 

$5 . 00 per member and the four hundred Canadian missionaries in 

t h e field increased fourfold if the objectives of the National 

Missionary Policy were to be met . 

At the Congress the bureaucratic structure and the 

methodology of the Movement also took form. A Dominion Council 

was created, with four laymen and the mission secretary from each 

of the larger communions , and a full-time secretary to direct 

operations. A vice-chairman was appointed for each province, and 

most large cities had an interdenominational "Cooperating Committee". 

Rowell had refused to be secretary but agreed to chair the 

Dominion Council . Paralleling this national organization was an 

independent but co-operating national and regional LMM for each 

denomination . In the months that followed five practical steps 

were widely employed by the Canadian LMM and the participating 

churches to implement that Policy. These steps were the wholesale 

distribution of mission literature, the adoption of the duplex 

envelope for congregational use , the organizing of innumerable local 

prayer meetings and regional conferences (always beginning with a 

church dinner to mellow the audience ! ) , the "every member canvass" 

which meant door-to-door visitations by teams, and finally enlisting 

successful Canadian businessmen for LMM leadership . 



The first step was a continuation of the educational 

efforts started by the LMM in 1907. In two years the Movement 

had already published two books and twenty-four pamphlets intended 

t 1 . ht 1 b t h bl d h 11 f · · ll o en ig en aymen a ou t e pro ems an ca enges o missions. 

Of these pamphlets six had been written by Canadians. This 

literature was sold in three packet lots, the total cost being 

only $2.00, or $3.00 if the Congress Report was included. 12 Head 

office distribution statistics for the eighteen months ending with 

1910 reported 28,800 books distributed, 7,500 charts, 1,127,000 

pamphlets, and five million leaflets! 13 The second measure to 

fulfill the National Policy, the promotion of the duplex envelope, 

was to make the average church member more responsive to mission 

needs and to encourage regular giving to missions in place of 

occasional special mission collections. If each congregation 

adopted the duplex envelope system the increased givings would 

enable the church to reach that goal of sixteen hundred missionaries 

supported and forty million heathen converted. Thanks to the duplex 

envelopes Presbyterian churches in Toronto reported that mission 

givings increased 252 per cent between 1907 and 1908, and a further 

208 per cent in 1909. (By 1913, 605 Presbyterian congregations 

were using the envelopes compared to forty-seven in 1907). 14 

As a further follow-up to the Congress the Dominion 

Council organized 125 interdenominational conferences across Canada 

in 1910, and in 1911 another series of "trans Canada" two-day 

conferences were held, usually with denominational sessions 

15 continuing on the third day. From scattered statistics it would 



appear that each of the hundreds, if not thousands, of LMM county 

and denominational conferences that took place between 1909 and 

1915 drew an average of two hundred and fifty persons. An 

example of parallel work in the annual denominational conferences, 

were the Presbyterian Church's "Coast to Coast'' campaigns, during 

which one team gave sixty-seven speeches in a thirty-two day period 

during 1910.
16 

As for the home-to-home "every person'' canvasses 

carried on at the congregational level, it is impossible to estimate 

how many people were visited and influenced by this technique. 

From its inception the LMM was predominantly a lay-led 

religious movement . Clergy were involved only ex officio as 

mission secretaries for their respective churches. Among the LMM 

officers laymen outnumbered the clergy by at least three to one. 

More significant than their numbers was the type of laymen involved. 

Since the fifth step was to organize laymen with proven expertise 

in business and management, not surprisingly the list of leaders 

in the LMM reads like a Who's Who of the financial, industrial, 

legal and political '' establishment" of Canada in those prewar days. 

In a sample of thirty-two active office holders in the national 

Movement, eighteen were Presbyterians, five Methodists, four 

Baptists , two Anglicans , one a Quaker and the religious affiliation 

of the remaining two is uncertain. Of the thirty-two no less than 

fourteen were prominent in industrial and commercial life , eleven 

of them millionaires or near millionaires. Three men were in the 

public service and two more were lawyers of national reputation--

only six were clergymen . The most striking social component was 

unquestionable the ''big business" element--five of the men were 



directors of no less than twenty-three major companies, another 

was president of six. 

Canadian Presbyterian interest and involvement in the 

LMM appeared early and grew rapidly. On 4 April 1907 The Presbyterian 

reported at length on the founding of the LMM in New York and on 

the appointment of the Canadian executive (who were also part of 

the one-hundred member Central Committee). Two weeks later The 

Presbyterian recorded fully the dinner meeting of 9 April in Toronto, 

when three hundred "men of action" listened to White and Speer, 

and to James A. Macdonald. This enthusiastic account covered 

three-quarters of a page--the only sour note was a letter from 

Phineas Hophni Burton, manufacturing magnate, urging that LMM 

meetings be held in the evening so that "the King's business" 

would not interfere with daytime profit-making. After a year of 

only casual references to the LMM The Presbyterian announced on 

16 April 1908 that "steady and substantial progress" was being 

made by the Movement in eastern Canadian Presbyterian congregations, 

but not in the West. Ten branches were operating in Ontario and 

one each in Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Half of 

Toronto's Presbyterian churches had adopted the duplex envelope 

and in some places mission givings had increased fourfold. One 

week later more statistics appeared from Toronto where forty 

congregations had held mission dinners and seventeen of them were 

using duplex envelopes. The objective now was to raise $90,700 

in one year, a 225% increase over givings in 1906. 

By the autumn of 1908 a "National Campaign" was under way, 

featuring financial goals two to three times as great as last year, 



and White was starting a seven-week nation- wide tour supported 

by the Presbyterian LMM and the boards of Horne and Foreign 

Missions. No fund-raising was involved--the Campaign was purely 

educational. R.P. Mackay, Mission Board Secretary , reported 

weekly in The Presbyterian on the achievements of the Campaign , 

and funding-goals skyrocketted as the LMM team lectured and ate 

its way across Canada . The tidal wave of statistics still 

rolled in as the LMM reported 209 , 000 members in twenty-four 

cities , with Winnipeg making the highest per capita pledge-­

$10 compared to the $7.38 national average.
17 

The Presbyterian gave extensive advance coverage to the 

National Congress of which the three-and-one-half day "Presbyterian 

Laymen's Convention " was a part . The Congress was intended to be 

"inspirational ", the Convention "practical". One practical question 

was whether the Presbyterian Church should have a full - time LMM 

secretary as the Anglicans and Baptists did . Planning for the 

Convention showed how quickly Canadian Presbyterians had seized 

on the spirit and techniques of the LMM . Robert Speer, Campbell 

Whit e and Charles A. Rowland of the American Southern Presbyterian 

Church would speak on the role of denominational LMM organizations , 

a special luncheon would honour Sir Andrew Fraser , and the Women's 

Horne Missionary Society would hold concurrent meetings for 

18 
Presbyterian ladies who supported the Movement . Of the nineteen 

Canadians who addressed the full Congress , the six Presbyterians 

were Knox College principal Alfred Gandier, F.B. DuVal, the 

social reformer from Winnipeg, C. W. Gordon (who was also listed 

in the programme as Ra l ph Connor) , Robert Falconer, President of 



the University of Toronto, and the ubiquitous James A. Macdonald-­

all of them clergymen. 

The follow-up to the Missionary Congress was the "trans­

Canada" campaign of 1910, fully reported in The Presbyterian by 

F.W. Anderson, former secretary of the SVM, the College Mission, 

and the College Department of the YMCA, and now General Secretary 

of the Presbyterian Church LMM. By his account the campaign 

seemed more denominational than national, and the four-man team 

that held 250 meetings in the West contained no laymen. 19 Although 

for two years after the famous Congress the Presbyterian LMM 

insisted that men were "better than money", by the end of 1910 

money was a diminishing resource. Toronto Presbytery had asked 

for $5 per member towards missions--only $2.89 was collected. 20 

In the last nine months of the year $165,675 had been spent on 

home missions but only $40,623 was received. 21 By April 1911 the 

foreign mission defecit stood at $13,483. Only Hamilton-London Synod 

had increased its givings, while mission offerings from Toronto­

Kingston Synod had decreased by more than $2000. 22 

Contributions from rural areas were now larger than from 

urban, and whereas in past National Movement officers had made 

up a star-studded group of the wealthy and important, the vice­

chairmen for the provinces were unknowns. Nevertheless, when the 

National LMM Council met in October its General Secretary H.K. Caskey 

(another Presbyterian) reported that mission givings by the major 

Protestant denominations had risen forty-seven per cent in the last 

three years and Presbyterian givings were up by fifty-eight per 

cent, the largest increase for any denomination in the period. 



The lesson , Caskey , concluded , was that all should . contribute, 

not just a few rich persons , and again plans were laid for 

th . 1 d . 23 1 · . bl. . a no e r nationa stu y campaign . Dec ining pu ic interest, 

however , was a l ready ref l ected in the press. The Church's 

offici al organ , The Pr esbyterian Recor d , whose interest was 

heavi l y mission- ori ent eq had repor ted the p r ogress of the LMM 

since 1908 but always in briefer form than did The Presbyterian. 

In the summer of 191 0 coverage in the Record virtually ceased , both 

for the nati onal and the Presbyterian LMM. Early in 1911 The 

Presbyterian also began to show reduced interest in the LMM and 

by 1912 its references to the Movement were infrequent and 

perfunctory . 

Despite its r emarkable success in popularizing missions, 

in the United States the LMM was caught as early as 1911 in a 

theological crossfire between liberals and conservatives. There 

is no evidence that this conflict arose within Canadian denomina­

tions - the LMM seemed to advance with ever greater success . 

"Every person " visitations were being held widely, county confer­

ences continued in full swing and everywhere mission givings were 

reportedly on the increase .
24 

Certainly these techniques were 

getting resu l ts. Some sixty per cent of Canadian Presbyterian 

congregations had adopted the duplex envelope and the visitation, 

and in six years missionary givings had risen 134 per cent compared 

to only sixty per cent for general church givings during the same 

period. 25 A variation on the conference techniques was the 

country conference . Beginning late in 1913 over 130 such meetings 



were held across Canada in a twelve-month period, with an estimated 

total attendance of nearly 50,00o. 26 By 1915, however, the Dominion 

Council felt that "the Movement had lost its momentum." 27 As 

early as 1911 the Methodist Mission Board took over responsibility 

for the work of its denominational LMM and a year later that 

branch of the Movement was completely absorbed by the Board in 

the interests of efficiency and henceforth had a clergyman as a 

secretary. The same developments occurred in the other denomina­

tional LMM groups except for the Anglican branch, although even 

there clerical participation seems to have occurred fairly early. 

This gradual erosion of the independence of the Movement branches 

as they were absorbed into denominational missionary organizations 

was accelerated by the outbreak of World War I. In the words of 

Sydney Ahlstrom the LMM had faltered and then failed as a crusade. 

"It began to appear that the foreign missions revival may well 

have arisen as a half-subconscious effort to divert Protestants 

from intellectual problems and internal dissensions by engaging 

them in great moral and spiritual tasks--only to have deeper 

problems and dissensions reappear." 28 The American LMM survived 

its internal rift and the debilitating effects of World War I, 

but it lives on largely as the promoter of a yearly observance 

of Christianity's missionary mandate. 

It can be argued that no comparison with the United 

States' experience with the LMM is possible because the Canadian 

organization had disappeared by the 1920s, yet the causes of that 

disappearance are markedly different from the forces encountered 

in the United States. In the first place, the Protestant churches 



never interpreted mission exclusively either as home or foreign--

to Canadians these terms were but two sides of a very broad 

definition of evangelism . Next, Canada entered World War I almost 

three years before the United States, and missionary organizations 

early faced t he competing demands of a national war effort. All 

the denominations except the Church of England found it more con­

venient and efficacious to absorb their denominational LMM structures 

into existing church-operated mission boards. 

While a casual observer might assume that the LMM in 

Canada was a victim of the War, such is too simple an answer to 

this story of boom and bust. Even before the War voices had 

been heard complaining of unnecessary duplication in mission work 

and also bemoaning the undeniable decline of public interest and 

support for the LMM. Mission givings in all the denominations 

apparently peaked in the year following the Congress--thereafter 

the ambitious fund-raising goals were not met. The tremendous 

enthusiasm raised by and for the Movement, and reinforced by the 

famous Congress, was not sustained for more than a couple of years 

despite all the conferences , visitations, literature and other 

techniques employed. Obviously the LMM in Canada was already 

ailing when the guns of August, 1914, rendered the coup de grace 

to this imaginative but abortive effort to enlist Canadian business 

men and business methods in the King's business of world 

evangelization. 
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BY : MICHAEL OWEN 

"This hydra- headed evi1" (1) : Presbyterians 
and the Liquor Traffic , 169?- 191? 

11 1J.'here are some snukes whose poison is so deadly that the tiniest 
drop, if it gets into the blood, will cause great pain or death . 
Strong drink is like the aeadly bite of such serpents . "(2) 

It is quite possible that no other issue of reform preoccupied the 

Canadian Presbyterian Church more completely than the temperance debate in 

t he period 1~9,-1915. The Presbyterian Church branded both the liquor 

traffic and the drink habit as sins against the individual , the nation and 

God. Drink ' s consequences for individuals, families and the nation clearly 

ident ified the liquor trade as "our great national sin . "U) Presbyterian 

social reformers believed that this sin could be conquered with the 

conventional tactics used to banish other "modern dc:.y" social problems -

education and legislation . Education in the Sabbath school and constant 

moral s uasion through the denominational press prepared Canadian 

Presbyterians to be receptive to the progressive Christian legislation and 

t emperance reform programs advocated by Church reformers in the first 

decade and one half of the twentieth century. 

Rev. W. D. Reid of Nontreal exhorted Presbyterians to "educate, 

educate , educate. Let education begin in tlie home . Educate in the schools . 

Educate in our Sunday Schools . In our 'Junior Endeavor Societies ' , in our 

' Bands of Hope', and in our 'Boys ' Brigades', let us educate , educate , 

educate ; show the sin and crime of drink and the drink traffic and we shall 

raise up a generation of men and women that will one day sweep aside the 

curse from our land . ''(4) Thus did Heid encapsulate Presbyterian temperance 

effort of the building up of a body of information on the physical, social , 

economic and moral effects of liquor; instructing church members and the 

public in the evils of the Liquor Traffic ; and educating the children . 
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Pamphlets, Sabbath School lessons, sermons and the denominational press 

enlightened church members and the rising generation &nd elicited from them 

pledges of abstinence. Although an integral element of the secul&r 

prohibition movement, t Jucation dominateci the Presbyterian temperance 

crusade, overshadowing the denomination's &gitation for reforru of liquor 

licensing luws. The Presbyterian temper&nce endeavours reflected that 

church's procliviti~s to study soci&l problems and to instruct adherents in 

the necessity of social reform while maintaining a tr&dition&l emphasis on 

individual moral reform. 

Reports to the General Assembly, particularly those of the board on 

Moral and Social Reform after 190b , reviewed official Church policy , 

surveyed the provincial temperance fields and the progress of local o~tion 

plebiscites, and outlined further reform e fforts to be undertaken. These 

reports mapped the path to individual and social salvation - education and 

legislation. The press and pamphlets, while more polemical, focused the 

denomination's attention on its moral and civic responsibility. The pulpit 

and the Assembly's committees allied with the press to direct the war 

against drink and to criticize those human frailties and the ~ewer of Satan 

which prevented the achievement of the goal of national salvation. 

The Presbyterian press constantly presented to subscribers, children, 

adolescents and adults alike, the contrast between the ~vils of liquor and 

the benefits of abstinence. The use of liquor which undermineci one's 

health, consumed one's wealth and destroyed one ' s family, is contrasted 

with the moral, social, physical and economic benefits of abstinence, as 

Presbyterian temperance reformers understood them. While liquor delivered 

nothing but destruction and sorrow, abstinence and its logical extension , 

prohibition, promised nothing but good for men and women, their families, 

the church and the nation. The press underscored these divisions time after 
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time . 

* * * * 
Tne pre-war Presbyterian temperance campaign was primarily a moral 

crusade rather than peevish effort ut social control. In bocial ~ovements , 

Paul Wilkinson argues that turn-of-the-century religious reform crusades 

were "desperate" moral reform n1ovements "built upon rational discussion, 

rational persuasion, and drafting of practicable ••. programmes and 

legislative action." 'l'he temperament of such reformist movements was 

"dedicated and determineu;" their methods were "outstandingly realistic , 

intelligent, practical and effective."(~) This certainly describes the 

Presbyterian temperance campaign. Other historians of progressive era 

social movements l1ave not been so understanding of temperance advocates or 

their motives. Americans such as Richard liofstadter and l<obert Wiebe have 

focused on issues of social control und the middle class ' s search for oroer 

and presented the temperance movement as a perversion of the social reform 

impulse . (b) In 'l'he ::>ymbolic Crusade, Joseph Gusfield has argued that middle 

class Protestants , "unable to preserve the status quo," attempteo "to 

impose at least one tenet of their :r,ersonal morality - sobriety - on the 

lurger society ." (?) Gusfield portrays temperance as a crusade which seemed 

"at once naive, intolerant, saintly and silly," us evicienced by the 

"excessive moral perfectionism" of the "devoted sectarians" who were 

" unable to compromise" with human nature. Although these "sectarians" 

displayed " the reputed .American faith in the power of the Law to correct 

all evils," such "morcilism und utopiunism [broughtj smiles to the cynic11l 

and fear to the sinners."(e) 

Whatever they might have thought of the American crusade, for 

Canadian Presbyterians there was nothing silly, naive or "peevish" about a 

movement to dtstroy the power of "Satan in solution . "(<)) Canadian "saints" 
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sounded i11tolerant because they were - they had grown furious at the huge 

cost of the liquor traffic in human lives ,rnd to tne economy . '.i.'heir 

intolerance was ternperea with a humanitarian apJ;eal for the rescue of the 

fallen 1mo their families ana children. ln his analysis of the Canadian 

prohibition between 1~17 anel l~~o, kichard Allen clairus that legislitted 

prohibition was "a ration&! responst to a genuine social E:vil" and 

reflectec.i the Anglo-Protestant belief in the "efficacy of legislative 

reform for moral and humanistic purJ;oses."(1U) larly twentieth century 

attempts to enact legal codes and to enforce liquor license laws mirrored 

the Presbyterian faith in the rule of law. The leaders of the Fresbyterian 

temperance campaign, ho1,,ever, considered restrictive legislatiou as 

supplementary to, not a replacement for education as the primary ceans to 

eliminitte orink. Yet, in the final battle to rid society of this evil, 

legislation became the most potent mechanisru to achitve the goal of a 

temperate society - through strictly restrictive regulations and 

prohibitionary laws. 

"A sufferer to be uplifted" 

Since historians have portrayed the temperance movements of the 

Protestant churches and secular agencies as efforts by the middle class to 

secure its social station, it is most likely that the Presbyteriar, Church 

temperance crusade drew its support mainly from rural and urban middle 

class congregations. The middle class nature of the Presbyterian crusade is 

revealed in the portrityal of the working classes in the Presbyterian 

temperance literature in which "drinking was pictured as a major cause of 

the misfortunes of the ••• poor. Temperance was described as a way to 

copy middle class habits."(11) 

Presbyterian advocates of temperance did not claim to represent the 
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" workingman , " but saw themselves as benevolent philanthropists , patr iots 

and evangelical Christians. They believed that they acted in the btst 

interests of the workingmen and their families when they proposed stricter 

license laws and stricter enforcement of lc1ws, and a ttempted to extract 

abstinence pledges from all classes . Presbyterian agencies, particularly 

Rev. J . G. Shearer's Board on fl1orc,l and !:iocial heform, endeavoured to ensure 

that the message of abstinence was understood by sympathetic officers of 

the 1'rades and Labour Councils. !-'res byteric1n and labour temperc1nce 

advocates appealed to the self-interest of tne working-class with the claim 

that abstinent worke rs found steadier employment , were less likely to be 

involved in industrial accidents, enjoyed greater prosperity c1no devotee 

more time to their families, thus improving their standard of living . 

Abstinent workers were hailed as good Christians and dutiful citizens . 

1'emperc1nce , tberefore, beld out to the working classes the promise of 

economic and social improvement.(1~) 

Presbyte ric1n temperance advocates argued that the economic threat of 

employers' sanctions against the intemperate or even the moderate drinker 

(by preventing the consumption of liquor at tl1e workplace or the employment 

of those who tippled) would prove to be a benevolent cuag~l. Th rough 

threats of economic sanctions, Presbyterian temperance advocates attempted 

to transform temperance from a restrictive moral reform into programmes of 

orderliness and of self-improvement for tl1e lower orders.( 1:,) ln aodition 

to improved working conditions and home life , workers would be more alive 

to their own interests, their employers' interests and those of the 

country . If labour disputes did occur, the worke rs' cause would not be 

undermined by the tragedy of drink-related c rime 1,nd riot . harmony in 

industry , the workers were told, would benefit the whole of the nation . (14) 

The temperance aavocates, as possessors of the truth , urged the labouring 
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classes to adhere to the principles of abstinence for the good of 

themselves and the nation. 
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'l'he Presbyterian campaign was in fact directed more to the employers 

than to the workers. Presbyterian temperance advocates encouraged employers 

to enforce a strict code of abstinence upon their employees . Benefits to 

accrue to the entrepreneurs, the railroads and industrial interests if 

alcohol was eliminated from the work place included improved worker 

efficiency, orderliness and productivity, reduced inciuence of costly 

accidents and c1 more docile labour force.(1?) lt was in the employers' 

interest to support temperance movements and institute strict anti-arink 

regulations for their employees. 

The religiosity and moralism of the temperance movement also appealed 

to the self interest of the rising Protestant middle class and the 

progressive Christian who were "not for fundamental changes in the 

structure which produced the Lsocil:11~ conflicts. What he wanted was for 

institutions to be operated in a more moral mcJ.nner. Ile wanted to ameliorate 

their operation when they proved harsh and unchristian. He was not looking 

for a new model on which to build a new order of things" but to the model 

of the second Kingdom.(16) The social gospel of an imminent Kin~dom of God 

had reshaped traditional temperance programs of individual salvation into 

crusades for social and national salvation. 

In ~ova Scotia, argues E.R. Forbes, the prohibitionists' rhetoric 

utilized the theology of the social gospel and ciS a result prohibition 

acquired "a much wider appeal particulcJ.rly to the young c1nd iaealistic than 

under its previous imcJ.ge of cJ. mere crusade against sin. • If Christ 

died to save society, individual whims and wishes would have to be 

sacrificed for the same gocJ.l. 'l'he reformer only need prove that society was 

being harmed by a certain abuse and it wc1s the duty of the Christian to 
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support its removal."l17) Canadian ~resbyterian youth were taught that 

liquor harmeci society beyond computation. Drink .. c1s a curse to women, 

cbildren and men. 'l'herefore, Hev. H. h. Abrc1ham urged youthful rec1ders of 

The Dominion ~resbyterian, it was "the duty of the patriot and the Church 

member to ao all in their power to remove this common hindrance out of the 

way of national success and the pc1th of the Christian Church."(lb) 

Temperance and total abstinence, however, were not mere ends in 

themselves; tht:q were the foundations for other social reforms as well. 'l'o 

rid society of orink was to go some way in combatting the evils of poverty, 

ill-health, ignorance, vice and crime. Both progressive and conservative 

churchmen, as Forbes points out, emphasized the problem of intemperance. 

"Not only was alcoholism a serious social problem in itself, but it was 

••• an important contributory c&use to a host of other ills, including 

poverty, ciisease, th~ disintegration of the family," and industrial 

accidents.(19) 

Intemperance, in fact, w&s believed to be the foundation for all 

forms of evil in society. The widespre1id conviction that slums, brothels, 

industrial accidents, crime and poverty were "caused" by liquor injecteu a 

militant tone into Presbyteriar, pamphlets, sermons, 1:1nd lessons . While the 

"conversionist tone of the movement portrayed the drinker in the LsaaJ 

imbge of a sufferer to be uplifted," the "enemy to be conquered," the 

Liquor Traffic was portrayed as ruvaging the family and society. Toronto 

cartoonist J.W. Bengough graphically portrayed the rapid decline of the 

"sot" from respectable status to the gutter and to the grave . (20) Others 

taught that the saloon-keeper stole respectability from all classes. 

Anti-drink essayists complained that the "drink habit" kept food off the 

table and clothes off the backs of the children ana wives of 

inebriates.(21) "The effort to bring religion to social action levoked] the 
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sentiments of a Lpious] middle class . • • disturbed by the slums, the 

factory, and the multiple problems of an expanding industrial economy"(22) 

and the suffering of others. Yet, to classify temperance purely as a middle 

class sentiment ignores the large lower class following that temperance 

must have attracted.(23) Otherwise , temperance, in the form of restrictive 

bylaws, would not have succeeded in the electoral contests for local 

option . 

Presbyterian church-goers r esponded to the perceived decliue in 

morals , social relations and religion by supporting temperance education 

and local option initiatives. On the ever-expanding urban and inuustrial 

frontiers liquor consumption a11d its ill-effects were sharply contrasted 

with the ideal Christian life. Transplanted rural Canadian Presbyterians 

decried the accompanying plague of social disintegration - the decline of 

the family and Church , and disr·espect for the l aw and the desec ration of 

the Sabbath.( 24) 

Outraged at the cost in human lives, middle class Presbyterian 

temperance crusaders sympathized ~ith the victims of alcohol, especially 

those of the working classes, (while at the same time blaming the victims 

for their condition) and directed their indignation against the 

m1rnufacturers who prospered by or'ink . (2J) Temperance reformers perceiveo 

the liquor distribution system as an octopus with its tentacles stretcl1ing 

into the rooms of the hotel owners and into the halls of legislatures . The 

"world's Temperance Lesson" in The 'l'eacher' s I'ionthly succinctly s umrna1·ized 

the threat of the liquor traffic to Canada: "lf the ~tate does not control 

the liquor traffic, the liquor traffic will control the Sta te; word s sadly 

true ."( 26) 

Although the ascendency of liquor interests may not have existed as 

potently in r eality as it did in the minds of temperance reformers, 
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historical evidence does suggest tl~t manufacturers exerted tremendous 

influence over legislators and a degree of control over hotel bars.(27) 

Temperance reformers btlieved tJ11,. t bartenders encouraged "treating," the 

practice of the bar buying a patron a drink with tlie expectation tllat those 

"treated" would reciprocate, and thereby fostered the drink h1:1bit 1:1nd 

contributea to poverty, i~1orality ana cri~e.( 2b ) Presbyterian temperance 

reformers believed they h1:1d 1:1 Christian duty 1:1na a aemocratic riglit to 

eliminute th1:1t Tr1:1ffic. Changin6 these conditio11s w1:1s a most important call 

of the l'resbyteri1:1n Cnurcli Le tween 16 ':;i? &nd 191 t>. 

"Ur.to the 'l'l1ird Generation" 

Foresh&dowing Presbyteri&n temperance sentiment for tlie next lialf 

century, Rev . William Ormiston's "P1:1storal Letter" of December 2?, 1bo9, to 

Canadian Presbyterians delineuted the trials of drink: 

The vice of intemperance is 1:1larmingly prevalent, and exerts its 
insidious and malign influence among all classes of society. Its 
baneful effects are seen not only among the poor, the ignorant, 
the degraded and immoral, but also among the wealthy, the 
influential, the respectable, and the professedly religious. 
Neither age nor sex, rank nor class, station nor profession, is 
exempt . It ruthlessly arags its hopeless victims from every 
quarter, and its malignant rei~n c&sts its shadow over all; no 
man is free from dirnger, no home secure from invasion. The vast 
army which, under its fatal spell, mbrches on through indigence, 
vice, impurity, profanity, recklessness and ruin to a dishonoured 
grave ana hopeless future, is being ever recruited from the homes 
of the happy, the prosperous, ana the moral, as well as from the 
hovels of the wretched, the outcast and the vile. 

It is utterly impossible to estim&te the extent and 
magnitude of the evils - financial, moral and spiritual - which 
either accompany or flow from the use of alcoholic beverages.(29) 

The causal relationship between the "traffic in intoxicating liquors" and 

"the loss of life, labour, capital, time and skill " and crime, pauperism, 

depravity and vice was repeated regularly in the Presbyterian press and the 

reports of the Committee on Temperance and Board on Moral and Social 

Reform. UO) 
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Bo th Or mist on and early t wentieth century Presbyter ian r eformers 

condemned the traffic in int oxicating liquors for i t s pe r nicious effects on 

t he spi r i tua l life of the people . The Liquor Traffic , Ormiston lament ed , 

reduced the Church ' s "influence, by relaxing discipline, and lowe ring t he 

tone and standard of vital piety ." 

Its direct tendency is to prevent the liffusion of the gospel 
truth, and to diminish its power on the hearts and consciences of 
men , either by estranging them from the House of God and its 
o r dinances , or by unfitting them for profitting by attendance • 
• • • It is ever the bane of Sabbath Observance, Church 
attendance , Sunday School and Bible Class instruction. It r etards 
and counteracts the work of evangelization at home.(j1) 

The drink habit, Ormiston maintained, excluded men from the Kingdom of God . 

'l'he intemperate man, claimed The Lominion Presbyterian of April b , 1<:10:5 , 

" had the gates of the holy city ... shut against him . "(:52 ) 

Nothing was more ironic to Presbyterian crusaders than a Christian 

society protecting with laws and licenses tl1e fountain- head of crime, 

poverty, r11isery and immorality that wcis the liquor trade . Presbyterian 

temperance advocates repeatedly cited the causal relationship between 

liquor and the evils of society. Rev. H. K. Hamilton , Presbyterian Field 

Secretary of the Dominion Alliance, asked Bible Class Magazine subscribers 

to "note well the f1:1te of men who drink . " 11 JV1ahe a record of how frequently 

the daily newspapers, in recounting the crimes of a day state that the 

suicide , murderer or embezzler had been drinking." ( 33) 'l'he saloon, Hev. 

P •. h . JViacDonald warned youthful perusers of East and We s t , "is acknowledged 

to be the chief cause of poverty , crime and the debasement of society. " (34) 

Mrs . Edith Jacques stressed the urgency of estc1blishing of White Ribbon 

Armies in Presbyterian Sundc1y schools with the claim that "b4:0 of all 

criminal convictions are caused by drink . " U?) 'l'he ren,oval of the drink 

habit , Presbyterian temperance advocates argued , would eliminate much 
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crime. 

The Pre::;byteric1n l\eview of June 1 j, 1 l_;;v1 , expressed confidence that 

"'Temperance Would Transform tt1e Earth." "'l'o inspire each of us to mc1ke some 

effort, mc1ke a list of the houses where the evil influence of strong drink 

has not been felt in any one member of the family. 1 t will surprise u::; to 

find how fe~ there c1re •••• Prison houses and all usylums would be scarce 

were breweries cind distilleries not ::;o plentiful." U&) ',;,'11e link beheen the 

Liquor Traffic and crime and mentc1l illness wus evident in the stati::;tical 

accounts of criminal courts, prison::; and asylums which analysed the 

relationship of im1ates' incarceration to arink. 'lhe ri::;ing maintenance 

costs of gaols and asylums enl1anced the powerful moral ana financial 

argument::; against drink. ?he Presbyterian tem~erance pamphleteer, hev. D. C. 

MacGregor, tallied up the "inuirect costs" of Canada's Greatest Burden in 

191:5: "Hospitals, Asylums, frisons, Costs of Justice !i:14,174 , 571 of wbich 

50P was due to drink, or ;.;7,0b'/,~85 ,"( j7) 'i'11e financial and moral burden of 

the liquor traffic weighed heavily upon society. A more devastating list of 

marks cigainst an economic and moral parasite ~ould have been unlikely and 

few church members would have found its indictment unbelievable. 

Presbyterian temperance advocates reasoned that, since c rime was 

unacceptable, that which contributed to such a massive amount of crime must 

be eliminated. 'l'o underscore this message 'l'he Dominion Presbyterian drew 

the attention of Presbyterians to America's "fearful record" of 

homiciae.(3b) tor did Canada want for examples of liquor-induced crime. 

Rev. !Jr. W.A. MacKay of woodstock, Ontario, decried the amount of 

drink-relatea crime in Toronto. "Drunkenness is on the increase . • The 

police say that cell accommodation is entirely inadequate, even on an 

ordinary night." Police Magistrate Col. Denison was reported to have said: 

"We are having a carnival of crime through drink." All this in Christian 
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Toronto. Again hacKay cited the irony of "bar-rooms, licensed and prottctea 

by a law made by a Cliristian people," destroying the peace and prosperity 

of that people.(59) 

On b 1-'ebruary 19V:,, The Dominion Presbyterian praised prohibition 

Kansas where "forty countits •.• do not have a pauper . ?he jails in 

thirty-seven are without a single inmate."(40) bven closing saloons for one 

day in the week, especially the Sabbatli , had a salutary E:ffect . "Great good 

is resulting from the closing of saloons in ~t . Louis on Sunday ," re~orted 

The Dominion Presbyterian . "Five of the twelve police districts dia not 

have an arrest, ana in general the result was a decrease of fifty per cent. 

in arrests for arunKenntss and assaults to kill." ::iund&y was a u&.y which 

the working classes commonly spent in conviviality. 'me message was clear . 

If the saloons wert closed entirely, the c rime rate woulu plunge and the 

life of the working class f&mily would be enhanced immeasurably. 

Canadian municip&li ties and couritits whicli strictly enforcea loci,.l 

option bylaws reported greatly reduced rates of crime . 'Ihe Iiowinion 

Presbyteriim had proclaimed the effectiveness of "the f.E.I. pronibitory 

law": Charlottetown's "peace and order ana quiet .• . are m11intained by & 

much smaller police force than in the years of license."(41) After 19Ub, 

the annual reports of the Board ou l•,or&.l ana ~ocic;l heform traced the 

salubrious relationship between prohibition or local option bylaws and 

their strict enforcement, imd the reduction of crime , vice ana pauptrisr.1. 

In aaditiou to linking crime to drink, Presbyte rian temperance 

reformers asserted that urink would aestroy the mental and moral char&.cte r 

of the nation. Drink affectea not only the imbiber, but also, if a man, the 

heal th of nis wife, chilaren and grandchildren . 'i11e Presbyterian Heview of 

1j June 1901 informed s ubscribers thc;t "in one home &.n accomplished 

daughter is hopelessly insane through the influence of strong orink; in 
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anot he r the youngest son is a victim • • • . " (42) The February 1905 

Pr esbyterian · Record described "How the brain is Affected" by the 

"continuous use of alcohol. " Liquor "so alters the texture of the brain 

cells the change in them can now be precisely demonstrated by our modern 

microscopic methods of examining them" after death . (4,) T. ~. Clouston, 

M.D., claimed that alcohol use by the parent inhibited the child ' s defence 

mechanisms against disease and increased the tendency toward mental illness 

and breakdown . 1here is, Clouston divulged , 

an alcoholic risk which all men and wo:nen who have any love for 
their country and race should well ponder over - • • • the 
tendency to the transmission to unborn future generations such 
lack of moral and physical fibre as results in mental ana bodily 
degeneration and weakness . Few surer ways exist of killing all 
the strong, manly 1:md heal thy characteristics of any race than 
widespread alcoholic excess in its fathers and mothers . It may 
not take the exact form of alcoholic excess in the children - it 
often does - but general deterioration and decay is a certain 
result . How can it be otherwise, when the germ plasm is poisoned 
and the children neglected and allowed to grow up in an 
unfavourable physical and mental environment.(44) 

The October 1905 Presbyterian Record warned its readers that the "son of a 

drinking man or woman has less a c hance of health and active mental 

facilities than of total abstinence parents . Statistics show alarming fucts 

in this particularity. Parents, give the boys a chance • • . and a start 

without a hereditary peril."(45 ) 

"The whole matter of using alcohol as a •• • medicine is a fallacy," 

declared The Dominion Presbyterian. "Let it be understood th1:1 t ••• 

alcohol is the deadly poison ." (4&) When the British Ji1edical Association 

endo r sed temperance at its 190b Toronto convention , its stand wus praised 

by Presbyterian editors . C. Blackett kobinson reported that "these 

distinguished men gave surprising informl:l.tion as to the present trend of 

medical opinion respecting the uselessness, and indeed harmfulness, of the 

use of alcohol even in meaicine and surgery ." The value of alcohol "as a 
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drug was practically nil."(47) This opinion of eminent physicians 

buttressed Presbyterian temperance enthusiasm. As late as 1913, Rev. D.C. 

MacGregor preached to church members ou the meaical consequences of drink, 

especially mental illness.(48) The Church could not in good conscience 

allow the Canadian people to continue to poison their chilaren. 

Encouraged by the findings of medicine, Presbyterian temperance 

reformers could assert with confidence that "science" i.as on the side of 

temperance. ( 49) 

The dictum of science on tlie subject of moderate drinking is by 
no means ambiguous, says a physician of wide experience. It 
cannot support the plea that alcohol is a harmless, pleasant 
beverage. It cannot support the plea of the moderate drinker that 
alcohol is an aid to health, but it does support the position of 
the total abstainer with an emphasis which is culpable to 
disregard. It shows that the abstainer can do more and better 
work, live longer and healthier than the moderate drinker. 
Science , in short, shows that the abstainer lives a normal life, 
while the moderate drinker lives the abnormal,(50) 

The liquor traffic's most baneful impact, however, was on the social 

relationships in the family. "The fearful effects of intemperance on the 

hopes and happiness of the family, who can depict? ", Ormis ton rhetorically 

queried.(~1) The International Sunday School Lesson for 16 November 1b95 

portrayed how alcohol rent apart the natural relations of the family. 

Nothing about this curse of drunkenness is so sad as the 
home-coming. Children, that should rush with outstretched arms 
toward fill eager loving father, shrinking away from him. No loving 
word for the pale wife and trembling mother. No cheery meal, no 
pleasant evening around the household lamp, nothing but growls 
and blows or driveling and sottishness •••• No man is so low 
but drunkenness can degrade him still lower. There is no sin so 
vile but drunkenness can add to its iniquity. Our tears fall 
thick when we think of the widow's broken heart and the orphan's 
cry, the blows, the curses, the fearful deliri~ the dismantled 
home, the prison bars, the soul whirling madly down to hell.(52) 

Intemperance destroyed the social and religious life of the family. Time 

after time, Presbyterian observers condemned the outrageous cost of drink 
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to the family. lntemperance mbde even the mother misplace her priorities . 

In "rihat Whiskey I•iakes A Mother", the abuse of alcohol is succinctly 

stated: "Can a .!-,other forget her child? Yes, when she is c:iddicted to the 

habit of strong drink. Poverty cannot make her forget. Suffering cannot, 

but strong drink can . "(5j) Could there be a greater indictment of the use 

of alcohol? 

Editorials which caricatured wives pleading with husbands, children 

with fathers as the latter entered the tavern to spend their wages, 

lampooned any suggestion that the saloon was a workingman ' s club . (?4) 1110ney 

that should have been expended on food, clothing &nd rent was misspent in 

the saloon, grog-shop or liquor-selling grocery store. Reports from 

OntHrio's Houses of Refuge, kev . D.c. MacGregor revealed, "showed thc:it in 

61. ) per cent . of the cases of inmates, drink was the cause of 

poverty."(??) Although "it is doubtless true that there are many other 

causes leading to poverty," MacGregor acknowledged, "anyone who fails to 

see intemperance LasJ one of the contributory causes, closes his eyes to 

facts plainly visible in every community." 'l'he Committee on Church Life and 

Work between 1b95 and 1907 revealed that presbyteries believed that 

in temperance was a major cause of poverty. 'l'he Board on Moral and Social 

Reform, after 190b , etched this belief ir, stone.(56) ln summary, the 

Presbyterian reformers argued that drink created a continuous breeding 

ground for criminc:ils and future degenerates. Drink debauched family life 

and with it religion and the nation. home missionaries on the urban, 

industrial and agricultural frontiers confirmed that nothing so muc h as 

drink contributed to irreligion and hindered the Church's progress.( 57 ) 

" 'Iue Plan of 'work" 

If drink caused such havoc in the cities and fronti e r towns, why had 
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the legislatures and the churches done so little to solve the problem? The 

answer, Presbyterian temperance supporters claimed, was power and money . 

The Liquor Traffic corrupted voters and politicians with bribes and drink. 

In addition, alcohol debauched the young men and prevented them forming 

favourable opinions. Finally, the church 's educational campaign had not yet 

produced overwhel~ing results, despite the proliferation of temperance 

pamphlets and se rmons. Presbyterians who demanded that these conditions be 

altered gained confidence and strength after 189~- The Presbyterian press, 

the Assembly's Committee on Church Life anti ~ork (C . C.L.W.) ana Board on 

Moral and Social Reform, and the Sabbath Schools were the Presbyterian 

educational agencies in the battle against tl:e liquor traffic. The reports 

from the sessions and synods to the Committee on Church Life and Work 

claimed "a very general consensus that Temperance principles LwereJ making 

headway among our people.'' Conviction "that the liquor traffic is an 

unmitigated evil, and that the fidelity to Christian duty, and compassion 

for men, forbid any compromise with a foe so terrible , or any method of 

settling the controversy short of its utter extermination" deepened within 

the Ct1urch . ( 5&) 

While the Committee on Church Life and Work was assured that the 

moral aspects of temperance were never "relegated to a subordinate place by 

our ministers and people," many presbyteries apparently did not support the 

temperance reformers' initiatives to introduce public school students to 

compulsory scientific temperance instruction. This ambivalence of the 

presbyteries t estified to sharp divisions within church membership's 

attitudes toward temperance.(59) The C.C.L.W. conveners failed to offer 

explanations for the contradictory opinions of the presbyteries presented 

in its reports.(60) 

By 1897, at least Presbyterian Sabbath schools and Christian 
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Endeavour Societies had been organized ~or aggressive temperance work. The 

"Plan of Work," directed by Rev. D. Stiles F'raser, called for the 

distribution of pledge cards , books, and manuals and the creation of Bands 

of Hope and juvenile ~otal Abstinence societies. His reason: "With a 

generation of total abstainers the liquor traffic will die for lack of 

customers, and there will spring up a society that will know nothing of tbe 

drinking customs that still have so strong a hold on the social life of 

many people."( 61) Prophetically, Fraser claimed that the rising generation 

would enact prohibition laws and enforce stringent regulations. 'l'he " Flem 

of work", apparently the Church's most successful educational project, 

proved that the Church knew where and how to influence the future history 

of the nation - through the children . (62) 

The Presbyterian plan of work is to be found in the church ' s 

periodicals . These publications printed the temperance lessons of the 

International Sunday School Committee for use in Sabbath Schools, Christian 

Endeavor Societies, Bands of Hope and the home, as well as articles on the 

progress of temperance and prohibition. The most fascinating aspect of 

these lessons was their didacticism and the many scriptural excerpts , which 

often appeared without explanation. Both lessons and scriptures were 

intended to form strong attitudes in the children against drink and equally 

strong predispositions for prohibition . In Sabbath School classes these 

scriptures were embellished , but their message remained stark . Drink led to 

Hell. 'l'he 31 Ja.:uary 190:5 Y.P.S.C,E. lesson in East and West, "Benhadad's 

Defettt," taught that "many penalties" followed "in the train" of 

intemperance . "Some affect the body, others the soul. ~ome belong to time , 

others are eternal."(t.ij) Lessons on the Children's Pages of denominational 

journals strengthened tl1e lliessage that alcohol wrecked by destruction of 

the body, the character and the soul , (64) 
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T.lle 1? July 1 b9? , "ln terna tional Sunday School Lesson," in 'l'he 

Presbyteri1:1n Heview, had as its central truth "Total Abstinence." The 

"Golaen 'l'ext" was Lev. X,l;i; "Do not drink wine or strong drink, thou, nor 

thy sons with thee," and informed fresbyterian young people that 

No stronger prohibitive languuge could be used than that of our 
lesson •••. If ""e must abstain from wine or ::.trong drink when 
goin6 into the tabernacle, how much more necessary is it thc.1.t we 
should e1bstain from taking in to these sacr·ea temples of God the 
forbidden thing? ..• Drink darkens the mind, clouas the 
conscience, unsettlus the judgment , anu dulls the moral sense; 
therefore abstain •••• A clear mina, e1nd 1:1 good example are two 
essentials of successful teachin6 that strong drink ruins. 

What C1:1n I Do? 

BE A TOTAL ABSTAINER 
BE A PHOHIB1TICNIS1. - Nothing short of total prohibition will 

ever solve the liquor problem •••• tany of us are ••• trying 
to regulate the traffic, to mop up the evil, to carry it away in 
a pail, when the solution is 'turn off the tap' . (b?) 

In March 1 b<:J? the Review editor haa recited verse after verse outlining the 

damning consequences of and the scriptural prohibitions against drink. 

"Scriptures Are The Truest and Best upon Which 'l'o 'l'each Total Abstinence" 

and made unnecessary "the many debat1:1ble arguments upon which temperance 

teaching is often based and disputed •••• Do not let us forget that where 

the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, liberty not to be used as an 

occasion to the flesh, but, in regard for bodies which God has made the 

Temples of the Holy Ghost."(66) The message to Presbyterian children, youth 

and adults was, do not desecrate those holy "temples ." 

Six ye1:1rs later, in "For Our Young People," 'l'he Review condemned as 

the causes of intemperance the treating practice and the unsatisfactory 

example of elders. "Nine-tenths of the drink appetite ••• had its origin 

in the example of some other man •••• It was awakened by the invitation 

of a companion to take a glass, or by the offer by some fair hand of the 
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pleasant wine, and from this beginning it grew till the man or woman has 

become a wreck." The body and spirit proved to be easy prey for the 

corrupter. The lesson then provided statistics on the destruction of 

families, the rise of crime and the increase in the number of gaols and 

asylums as a result of drink.(67) Rev. W.J. Clark, of London, prepared tlie 

"World's 'l'emperance Sunday" lesson for The Dominion Presbyterian of 16 

November 1Y06 , using lsaiah 2b :14-15. Citing God's wrath for those who 

defied his commandments, Clark reviled drink; "Here is a power that is 

constantly destroying the fairest and noblest work of God, does it not 

deserve to be hated by us with a holy, burning , undying hatred?'' The key to 

reform, Clark asserted, was "Precept • • • upon precept . • • In,pression::; 

are deepened by rep1::ti tion. " (6b) 'l'hus did temperance advocates keep the 

issue before the children. Repetition of temperance principles and 

scriptural prohibitions was the plan of action. '!'he issu1:: was not allo\lled 

to die. 

Youthful church-goers 't.ere taught that total abstinence was in 

accordance \llith the word of God, but even more often were they instructed 

of the destructive power of the saloon. " Tne saloon is the most terrible of 

sins against the brotherhood of man. • As the only permanent cure for 

poison is no poison, so the remedy for the saloon is no saloon."(6~) That 

Christians were their brothers' keepers was another temperance lesson . 

" During the year ending June 30 , 1905 , the amount spent on intoxicants, 

throughout the DominionL,J was i54 , 547 , 3b2 . In the manufacture of liquor, 

;> ,700 ,uOU bushels of grain, which might have gone to feed the hungry were 

destroyed. At a very low estimate the loss of 4,000 human lives ••• can 

be traced to the drink traffic. ~} , 534,60b of the amount spent in caring 

for the neglected, helpless, insane and criminal classes may be fairly 

charged to the traffic in drink, " (70) Nuch expense and misery could be 
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avoided if Christian Cctnadians were more concerned about the welfare of 

their fellow citizens and bbolished the traffic in drink. From an economic 

viewpoint, Presbyterian temperance advocates held a strong hand . From the 

humanitarian viewpoint, illustrations of the human cost of the traffic in 

drink were very powerful. 

"why Not ~top 1 tl ! j" the editor of Tne Presbyterian Record demanded 

poi~nantly in September 1Y14, "The great cause of socictl crime is arink. 

The gre&t cause of poverty is drink. When 1 hear of b fctmily broken up , l 

ask the cause - drink,"(71) 'l'!1e young people were instructed ho,.. to rid the 

society of this evil - through total abstinence. !:>ince "patriotism should 

be a part of your religion," and since drink destroyed the nation by 

degrading its families, disrupted the economy and disturbed church 

missions, its removal was portrayed as a pa trio tic C!1ristian duty. ln the 

November 191 :, The fresbyterian Record, Rtv, D.C • .MacGregor, bonding togetl1er 

patriotism, religion and temperance, once again decried the cost in lives, 

social relationships, religion and lost production to the Doruinion.(72) 

It is in the youth, Rev. D. Stiles Fraser had claimed, that "the hope 

for the future success of the 'l'emperance effort" lies. (73) The 1b99 

C.C.L.W. was of the opinion "thbt in training the young, self-control 

requires to be strenuously insisted upon in regard to • sinful 

tendencies." In some presbyteries, the Quarterly Lesson was the only 

opportunity embraced to instruct the children in temperance principles , in 

others Bands of Hope exerted "a wholesome influence among the children." In 

others, the Temperance Committee of the Y.P. S.C.1!;. did "good work among the 

young." This 1699 report of Committee on Church Life and Work claimed that 

"the rising generation in the Church is being diligently taught by parents, 

pastors, and Sabbath School teachers, on the subject of 'Temperance'." 

Apparently, continued convenor Rev. Robert wright, the Church's efforts to 
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inculcate the principles of temperance "have not been put forth in vain . " 

Should the same rate of progress maintained in recent years be 
continued, the day is not far distant • •• when our country 
•• • will not depend on the favour of the government to protect 
the people from this great evil . Defence will be found • •• in 
an enlightened public conscience.(74) 

Wright's prophecy that the temperance ideal would "inevitably find 

expression in such wise and righteous law 1:1s the country requires," was 

fulfilled two decades later . 

In 1900 convenor Rev. John Pringle demanded that the "work of 

educating our young people in the principles of temperance should not be 

allowed to relax . While we may strive for the best laws to suppress the 

sale of liquors, the work of education must continue with zeal . " why? ~ince 

tlie saloon was "ever busy making recruits for the ranks of drinkers and 

drunkards, • it is of greatest importance that our cliildren and youth 

should be well instructed in the principles of temperance as based on the 

teachings of the ~criptures" and science . (??) Pringle and his colle&gues 

realized that governments would not enac t laws which preceded public 

opinion, but usually lagged far behind that opinion. The country would be 

made s&fe only through strong temperance opinions and habits among the 

rising generations . Although the pro-drink forces had attempted to 

contradict the prohibition sentiment in the scriptural lessons, by the 

reference to other scriptural passages, the Sabbath Schools and youth­

oriented columns ignored these challenges and continued to marshal evidence 

against drink, scriptural evidence in most instances but also scientific, 

moral and economic . 

Presbyterian publications , especially the Sabbath School Publication 

Board ' s East &nd West , also countered anti-temperance sentiruent with 

support for local option and proliibition. Presbyterian temperance advocates 
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argued that it was the responsibility and civic duty of every elector to 

vote and to vote for righteousness and the b~st man. Corrupt mtn and 

policies did not deserve the support of the Christian citizen and 

responsible electors. hen who refused to do the will of the people, those 

that refused to consider the public good, i.e., temperance policies, did 

not deserve to be voted into office.(76) ~he disappointment of the Cnurch 

with the failurt: of tbe Dominion Government to &ct upon its prohibition 

mandate of 1b~b and the provincial governments to stringently enforce local 

option by-laws was clearly registered in the denominational press.(77) 

Edi to rials and morality stories such as "'i'he House That Jack Drank" and 

''Licensed To Destroy" embellished the prohibition sentiment and affirmed 

the crusaders' commitment to prohibition. 'l'he lesson for the youth of 

Christian Endeavour Socie ties and the ~abbath School was that liquor must 

be eliminbted from Canadian society.(78) 

The temperance campbign's focus on the cliildren created an abundance 

of instructional materials. The Church's faith in education as the panacea 

for society's ills complemented the growth of public schools during this 

period.(79) The 1~01 Committee on Church Life and work , however , did not 

portray this work as promising. Fifteen sessions regarded cause of 

temperance "as stationary or declining," while seventeen regarded 

temperance "as making progress." 'l'he Commit tee claimed that "in the older 

sections of the country and in the rural districts, there is a strong 

temperance sentiment ••• , a continuous protest and agitation kept up 

against any increase in the traffic, and a steadily growing restriction of 

it."(bO) It was the urban centres and the newly-settled frontier districts, 

with their large foreign and non-Protestant populations, that sentiment 

unfavourable to the Church's message was most often registered. Therefore, 

the greatest impact of the Church's message of education and temperance was 
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on the "converted ." Those adults and children who , from the Cnurch ' s 

perspective , most required temperance education and other forms of 

religious and cultural training , did not receive the Church ' s instruction . 

"It cannot be expected that in these newer districts the same views and 

customs should be found , as in these localities wl1ere people have undergone 

a long process of education on the subject , " the Committee explained . "This 

unfavourable condition is temporary . "(b1) Evidently the Committee believed 

that as the public school and the Church missions began to make their 

presence felt more among these peoples, the sentiment for temperance, even 

among the foreigners , would rise . (b2) 

Rev . D. Stiles Fraser criticized presbyteries and the Sabba th ~chool 

for not presenting temperance issues except through unimaginative quarterly 

temperance lessons. Critics demanded, however , that these lessons ought to 

be revitalized, not abandoned. As late &s 1S,12 , tlie Board on Social Service 

and Evangelism demanded that "total abstinence shoulu be constantly taught 

and practiced , especially among the girls and boys in the ~abbath 

School . "(b3) The problem in 1~1 2 , as in 1901, was inconsistency of effort 

among all congregations . In 190::> , several sessions had reported that some 

members, including children, were involved in outsiae temperance activities 

and organizations, especially ti1e w.c .1.u. and the Knights of Templars . Yet 

within the Church , the temperance advocates argued, the Bands of Hope or 

the Christian Endeavor Socie ties did not receive enough direction from the 

elders and the pastors. 

Rev. A. B. winchester, pastor at Knox Church, Toronto , criticised the 

congregations in the 1904 report of the Committee on Church Life and Work . 

Winchester asserted that whi le "all are united in faithful testimony 

against tl1e accursed drink traffic, yet no very aggressive work , certainly 

no organized work within the Church, is matched against it •••• ' The 



Page 24 

congregationlsJ seem content to express Ltheir] disapproval of the evil, 

without doing anything to suppress the cause'."(84) ~~y did the 

congregations do no more than express their "disapproval of evil"? Perhaps 

the inertia of the presbyteries represented the true local opposition to 

this r efo rm within the Church . Congregational leaders, while they 

recognized the importance of the young people of the Church as the future 

leaders of the temperance campaign, seemed, therefore, to disregard the 

potentially most powerful force in the temperance crusade. "The training of 

a pledged band of young child ren and youth as an army of abstainers 

enlisted to exemplify and ex tend the blessings of sobriety and godliness 

would be more effective in one decade than the preaching and teaching of an 

occasional sermon or Sabb&th School lesson would be in a century . "(8~) 

Despite the apparent lack of impact that a decade of temperance sermons had 

had for the cause, in future battles vie tory would be achieved through the 

"dedication" of the children and youth educated at this time. 

The Boara on l>ioral and Social Reform re-activated in 1908-09 the 

church temperance education effort which had languished since 1904- 05. The 

Board, keenly aw&re that the anti-temperance opposition had not faltered, 

did not doubt that temperance principles eventually ~ould be enforced by 

the children and young people as they entered "upon the responsibilities of 

political life."(86) In the 19 November 1896 Presbyterian Record Rev . David 

James Burrell, of New York, spoke for all temperance reformers when he 

claimed that "an army of young citizens is pushing to the front •••• 

Their attitude with respect to current questions of public morality will 

largely determine the character of our • Commonwealth for the next 

hundred years." The Church, therefore, had to be certain that "all young 

Christians should stana in readiness to serve the commonwealth 'in 

respect to the dram-shop.' We may differ as to the best method of dealing 
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with intemperance , but all right -minded people are agreed as to the saloon . 

It is an unmitigated nuisance and abomination: it has done evil and only 

evil all the days of its life ." (87) The Dominion Presbyterian provided an 

appropriate epitaph for the would-be drinker : "How to ruin your hope of 

eternal life - Inquire of the nearest saloon- keeper."(88 ) 

One temperance paper , Rev. Winchester reported , " says pi thilj, ''l'he 

Bar would abolish the Church if it could, and the Church could abolish the 

Bar if it would . " '(b9) 'l'he Church could abolish that "whole viper- brood of 

which the accursed drink evil is the undoubted p&rent,"(90 ) if it 

instructed its children in good hygiene , the effects of alcohol and the 

" result of abusing it ." (91) Such a claim focused the crusade on the future 

political action of the yout h then being educated in the Church. 

Did the lessons in the Sabbath School and Chr istian .8ndeavor 

Societies have any impact on the children and youth of the Church? Juveni l e 

pledge- signings in the Sabbath schools ana Bands of Hope were reported by 

the Board on Moral and Social Reform. Did the educational efforts 

contr ibute to the progress temperance t.3de in 0ntario? Which of the 

provinces and territories ~ere hindering the forces of r e form through 

political intransigence? What evangelical efforts had advanced temperance? 

'l'hese broad outlines of "temperance intelligence" presented in the 

denominational papers and the reports of the Board on Nort1l and Social 

Reform contributed to the formation of positive attitudes toward 

prohibition and political action. By the outset of the war in 1~14, the 

temperance forces were well placed for the penultimate struggle with the 

liquor traffic and seemed poised on the edge of certain victory. A question 

which remains to be answerea is , how much of the success of the temperance 

cause may be traced to the Church ' s pre-war educational efforts?( 92 ) 

Years of educational effort by the church press, bubbath schools and 
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Bands of Hope, as well as secular temperance societies and press, had 

prepared the mind of the public and the "enlightened" electorate for the 

great sacrifice. To many within the church, the elimination of liquor from 

society would not have been a sacrifice, but the will of God and a 

necessary change to ensure the health and prosperity of many thousands of 

children. The one campaign that did much to shape public opinion was the 

annual local option debate . (93) The Presbyterian press heralded the 

phenomenal progress of the local option in all Canadian provinces after 

1902 as vindicating the allegiance of the majority of the Canadian public 

to the Christian ideal of temperance. Each year the temperance forces 

claimed greater victories. Bach year more municipalities voted to be dry . 

Since only men voted in these elec tions , and the electoral bbse had been 

broadened in the late nineteenth century, we can submit that temperance was 

a majority-held attitude in many regions early in the twentieth century . 

The balloting was held at the time of the municipal elections, when a ward 

or municipality could vote to eliminate licenses or reduce the number of 

licensed establishments from that ward or municipality. This yearly contest 

gave the temperance forces in the Church the opportunity to reiterate 

before the public the scientific, social, moral, economic, political and 

religious polemics against licenses; "BAN ThB BAR, SAVE THE BOY!'',(94) was 

the frequently heard slogan of the Church in the local option campaigns. 

By 1915-1916 the electorc.1tes of Ontario , Saskatchewan, Alberta, and 

the Mari time Provinces were leaning towards prohibition. 'l'he public, 

exposed to nearly two decades of annual battles over t emperance locally , 

royal commissions, provincial and federal plebiscites and discussions pro 

and con in the public and denominational press, was ready. The dire 

predictions of the anti-prohibitionists did not bear fruit . Statistics 

demonstrated that crime and poverty were reduced through temperance. 'l'he 
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Battle Against the Bar-Room of 1911 r evealed t hat of b22 municipalities in 

Ontario , 442 had no bar-rooms and 3b0 were under license . The prospect for 

the Janua ry 1Y12 Local Option vote was t hat upwards of 100 more 

municipalities could choose to eliminate the evil from their boundari es . 

Despite occasional setbacks (and there were the few municipalities that 

repealed local dry laws once they were voted in), the movement toward a dry 

society steadily marched 011. ( <:h) Victor·y, however , was not savoured by all . 

The "unenlightened" struggled to maintain t he forces of evil - democracy , 

they said, was not served through electoral restrictions. A study of the 

voting pattern might well show that by 1914 an overwhelming major ity of the 

electorate , even more of the population, had rejected the liquor 

manufacturers' plea . Clearly , the Church as a major force in the temperance 

coalition , could accept some c r edit for the success of the issue. 

* * * * * 
The Great War rapidly pushed the interests of t emperance ahead . 'l'he 

prohibitionist plea for sacrifice and patriotism had been employed by the 

Presbyterian temperance party for over a decade before the War - the effect 

of the war was merely incremental . Rober t Craig brown and Hamsay Cook a r gue 

that the war appealed to "the spirit of p&triotism and sacrifice : liquor 

production did nothing for the wc1r effort; it consumed products better used 

for food ; drink reduced indus t rial and military efficiency ." By 191? these 

arguments .l"wd a wider public impact than any previous prohibitionist 

plea.(96) Yet they give too much credence to the rhetorical questions of 

the Toronto journalist H.Y. Gadsby , who wanted to know whether prohibition 

was a "mood all blue" - or a matter of conviction? Did Canadians give up 

drink because "giving up things was the fashion ••• " or "because it was 

the easiest , long distance way of martyrizing ourselves - of suffering 
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something for tlIB war which implied personal discomfort?" 

Brown and Cook's acceptance of Gadsby's rejection of the commitment 

of Canadians to temperance underestimates the power of the temperance 

sentiment of the pre-war period and the impact of educational campaigns 

carried out by the schools, secular temperance societies, and the churches. 

Children who were educated in the "evangelistic" temperance campaigns of 

the first decade of the twentieth century, especially women, acquired the 

vote at precisely this time. Moreover, the appeal of the "mission" of 

temperance - the establishment of a 'brave new world', or in the 

Presbyterian vision, His Dominion - was great. Richard Allen captures the 

commitment of temperance workers to this vision. 

Prohibition in America in fact has been the direct outcome of the 
recognition ••• of the insistent injunction of the ~an of 
Galilee himself to the effect that the social order was his 
objective and that the changing of that order through the 
establishment upon earth of a Kingdom of righteousness and peace 
was the mission whereunto he was sent. The effect of such a 
movement as that of prohibition of the beverage liquor traffic of 
that kingdom of righteousness among men cannot be adequately 
measured or even estimated.(97) 

It was known, however, that "prohibition" did, in fact, deliver on its 

promises. ( 98) 

The efforts of the temperance forces did not end with the 

introduction of prohibitionary laws and regulations. The men and women 

behind the drive to temperance knew that the enemy would not rest his 

efforts to subvert the law and to reestablish Satan's sway. Temperance 

advocates accepted that education and evangelism would have to continue. 

These were the efforts that won the battle, that advanced righteousness. If 

favourable sentiment was not curried continuously, the true kingdom of 

righteousness, both religious and social, would never be ushered in. In 

1910, 1917 or 1921, the 1906 message in The Dominion Presbyterian still 

rang true. 
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The Church of God and the drink traffic have nothing in common. 
Instead they are d~trically opposed to each other. The church 
stands for righteousness, is to bless men and promote every good 
and pure thing. The liquor traffic is the enemy of all 
righteousness~ is the enemy of God, debauches all on whom it can 
lay its cruel hands, and is the master curse on humanity. It is 
the church's duty to make unceasing war on the liquor traffic, to 
smite it in the name of the Lord, and to destroy it. "There is no 
discharge from this war."(99) 

Yet temperance was but one front of this all-inclusive war against 

evil. "In the wise fight against other evils - Sabbath desecration for 

instance - the same principle is to work in practical ways along the line 

of least resistance, making one piece of s uccess the stepping stone for the 

next," C. Blackett Robinson of The Dominion Presbyterian insisted in 1904. 

"We do not see that the fight against the evil of intemperance differs in 

principle from any other moral fight • ; its prosecution needs as much 

self-restraint, coolness of judgment and common sense, as any other part of 

the general warfare against evil."(100) The prize was the same: the 

salvation of society and the souls of man. This was not a battle for the 

weak nor the peevish, but the fight of those, including the Presbyterian 

temperance campaigners, committed to the establishment of the Kingdom. 
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