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THE SCOTTISH CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
RECEPTION OF CALVINISM IN ENGLAND 

Cecil J . Kirk 

The startling ease with which the English Church broke 

away from t he jurisdiction of Rome may, in general, be attributed 

to two factors . One was the development of nationalism which took 

place during the 14th and 15th centuries and which was as apparent 

in England as i t was on the Continent. As a r esult , when Henry VIII 

took the decisive step of having himself appointed 11the only supreme 

head on earth of t he Church of England" there was no general outcry 

over this act of political expediency. The other factor was ~hat 

t he idea of reformation was not a new thing in England . The 

Leaching of John '.vycliffe and the I.ollards continued to infl uence 

opinion in England until about 1430 and, while persecution t hen 

confined it to small groups within the unlearned, lower clas ses 

of society, it still survived in parts of the country. Furthermor e , 

within a few years of the beginning of the Reformation in Germany, 

and long before the break with Rome in 1534, a group of young 

men met together r egularly at the White Horse Inn in Cambridge to 

encourage one another in the evangelical faith . The political 

decisions of the time only served to give great er impetus to the 

t heological movement that was already afoot. 

Although these event s took place while John Calvin was 

still a boy growing up in France, it is an interesting phenomenon 

that , when he espoused the Reformed faith and eventually became 

its l eadinf exponent, his teaching became the generally accepted 
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theological view in England, even among those who differed with 

one another on such matters as church polity. Calvinism did not 

take the shortest route on its journey from Geneva to England nor 

did it arrive unadulterated. One route ran through Scotland where 

it was adopted and adapted by a reform movement which itself had 

to pass through a period of tumult and struggle before it emerged 

in t he form of the Church of Scotland. The Scottish Reformation 

had a considerable influence on the theological change taking 

place in England and the Calvinism it passed on was one which, 

though it still retained a core of Genevan doctrine and practice, 

nevertheless carried marks of its Scottish environment. 

I. John Knox's Early Career 

wng before Reformed ideas took firm hold in Scotland 

those who had already begun to embrace Protestantism took refuge 

in England . One of these was George Wishart who was later to become 

r esponsible fo r the conversion of John Knox to the Reformed faith . 

A graduate of wuvain, his t eaching and preaching in Scotland 

aroused the opposition of the church authorities and in 1538 or 

1539 he left for England. In Bristol he preached against various 

pr actices of the Roman church and after being convieted of heresy 

he secured his release by recanting. Wishart then went to t he 

Continent where he spent time in Germany and Switzerland. It is 

possibl e that during thi s period he became a believer in t he Swiss 

form of Pr otestantism for while there he translated the "First 

Helvetic Confession" into English.1 In 1543 Wishart was back in 



England ar,ain where he became a member of Corpus Christi College, 

Cambridge . Shortly afterwards he returned to Scotland where, for 

a time , Knox acted as his bodyguard. Probably his greatest worth, 

as f ar as the Scottish Reformation is concerned, is that in the 

final analysis he faced Knox with the responsibility of taking a 

militant public stand for the Evangel 11 •
2 

Foll owing Wishart •s martyrdom, Knox cast in his lot with 

the Protestant party only to be captured a short time afterwards 

and spend the next nineteen months labouring over an oar in one 

of the King of France 's galleys. In i549 he was released, probably 

throueh the good offices of the English government; on April 7th 

of that year the Privy Council ordered the sum of five pounds to 
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be paid to him by way of reward and soon afterwards he was appointed 

minister at Berwick.3 The appointment was an important one both for 

Knox and for England . For Knox it was his first experience as the 

pastor of a settled congregation and he found himself faced with 

new situations which led to his mental and spiritual growth. His 

pr eaching and writings during the two years at Berwick and the 

following two years spent at Newcastle show evidence of Calvin's 

i~fluence on his thinking. 

During this period the border counties were exempted 

rom t · e obligations of conformity to the authorized liturgy of 

t ic Eng :sh Church and Knox used this freedom to devise hi s own 

f orm of public worship centring around the sermon which he regarded 

as the focal point of the service . Knox's "Epistle to the 

Congregation of Berwick" makes it clear that it was in that city 

that the f irst Calvinistic liturgical service was employed in 
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England and it was in the church there that the first Calvinistic 

administration of the Lord's Supper was observed. 

On April 4th, 1550, Knox was called before the Council 

of the Nor t h in Newcastle charged with public attacks on the doctrine 

of t he Mass . He set forth his arguments in the "Vindication of the 

Doct rine that the Sacrifice of the Mass is Idolatry11 : 

"All worshipping, honouring or service invented 
by the brain of man in the religion of God, 
without his own express commandment is Idolatry; 
the Mass is invented by the brain of man without 
any commandment of God : Therefore it is Idolatry . 
••• Disobedience to God's voice is not only 
when man does wickedly contrary to the precepts 
of C~d, but also when of good zeal, or good 
intent, as we commonly speak, man does anything 
to the honour or service of Gog not commanded by 
the express Word of God • • • 11 

This bold and dramatic attack on the Mass gained Knox considerable 

r eputation and a year later he was moved from Berwick to t he 

l ar ger t own of Newcastle . While there he became more involved in 

English publ i c affairs but his forthright manner of speech did not 

pr event him from receiving further honours for, in December, 1551, 

he was appointed one of the six royal chaplains to Edward VI, a 

distinction indicating that he was one of the most prominent figures 

i n the movement for religious reform. 

When he moved south to take up his appointment, Knox 

discover ed that a great change had taken place in ecclesiastical 

ci rcles. The slow movement to reform, adopted by Cranmer and 

supported by Somerset , was being questioned by a more radical 

gr oup led by Hooper . While in the north Knox had been out of touch 

wi th these matters but now he found himself in the very centre of 



things . He soon found that he was more and more at odds with the 

political manoeuverings of Northumberland and, just as quickly, he 

came to regard Cranmer and the others who agreed with his policy 

of "hastening slowly" as compromisers who were not really prepared 

to go the whole way in reforming the church. 

By this time Calvin and Bullinger had reached an agree­

ment on the doctrine of the Lord's Supper and Knox took his stand 

alongside those who wished to bring in similar reforms in England. 

The matter came to a head over the question of the new Prayer Book. 

One of t he requirements in the book was that of kneeling at the 

Eucharist . Knox preached a sermon before the King and Council in 

which he vigorously attacked this addition on the grounds that it 

would be taken as an act of adoration which could be used by the 

unreformed clergy to continue the idolatrous use of the sacrament. 

The new Prayer Book had already been approved by Parliament and 

was being printed but the Council was so impressed by Knox's 

argument that, over the object i ons of Cranmer, they ordered the 

insertion of a statement in whi ch it was explained that kneeling 

at the Lord's Supper was not a superstitious adoration of the 

sacrament but simply a means of showing reverence while partaking. 

"The Black Hllbric", a s it became known to its opponents, thus 

rejected both the Roman Catholic and Lutheran doctrines of the 

Lord ' s Supper and brought the English definition into line with the 

views of the Swis s reformers - and for this Knox was largely 

responsible . 5 

5 
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II. Knox's Exile on the Continent 

The hope of a progressively more thorough reformati on 

in England was doomed to disappointment. Edward VI, 11the English 

Josiah" , succumbed to tuberculosis in the Spring of 1553 and, 

after Northumberland's abortive attempt to divert the crown from 

the Catholic heiress, Mary Tudor ascended the throne. From that 

moment Protestantism became identified with treason and Catholicism 

with loyalty. Four courses lay open to the Protestant 11heretics 11 • 

Fir st, they could acquiesce in the new regime if they were 

dishonest enough to do so. Secondly, they could go underground, 

but the risk of discovery was great. Thirdly, they could openly 

confess their views and suffer martyrdom. Or, lastly, they could 

take refuge outside England and live to fight another day. Some 

eight hundred followed this final course in what has, sqmewhat 

anachronistically, been called "one of the most astute manoeuvres 

that has ever carried a defeated political party to ultimate power 11 •
6 

It is interesting that more than a quarter of t hose who chose exile 

eventually settled in Geneva . 7 

Among t hose who fled to the Continent to escape the 

ensuing per secution was Knox. From Dieppe he addressed "A C'.r0dly 

Letter of Warning or Admonition to the Faithful in wndon, Newcastle 

and Berwi ck" in which he told his congregations that they must not 

have any fellowship with "idolators in their idolatry" and pointed 

out that it is the duty of every Christian magistrate to slay 

idolators. 8 In his letter Knox set his face against all compromise, 

whatever the consequences, 9 a point on which Calvin did not always 

insist . 



Knox's enforced residence on the Continent gave him the 

opportunity to confer with the leading European reformers. In March 

of 1554 he travell ed to Geneva where he took up several questions 

wit h Calvin; they dealt mainly with whether a woman can rule a 

kingdom by divine right and transfer the sovereignty t~ her husband 

and also what obligations there were on subjects to obey t heir 

ruler s . Calvi n gave verbal answer to the questions and suggested 

he take up t he matter with Bull inger in Zurich. Bullinger asserted 

t hat, according to divine law, women were to be subject to men, 

but he cautioned Knox that women who rule in compliance with the 

laws of a r ealm and hereditary rights did not lack Biblical 

sanction. However, if the monarch was not a Deborah but an ungodly 

and tyrrani cal ruler, Christians were to take note of the example 

of Athaliah (2 Ki ngs 11). Knox also enquired whether obedience 

should be given to a magistrate who enforced idolatry. Bull inger 

answered t hat Christians must not obey commands opposed t o God 

but that it was dangerous to make a rule about the right of resist­

ance t o authority.10 
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The situation i n England, and more particularly in Scotland, 

was fo r cing t hese questions on Knox. In all probabili ty he saw 

that the success of the Protest ant cause in both countries would 

r equire a kind of resistance to its enemies which Bullinger and 

Calvin had never been forced to apply. Knox himself was sti ll 

undecided on the matter as his letters to his friends in England 

i ndicate . Having r eceived little satisfaction from ei ther of t he 

Swiss reformers, Knox returned to Dieppe in search of news f rom 

l•:nr land . That news wa s not encouraging. Many of the Edwardian 
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bishops were under detention awaiting trial; large numbers of the 

laity, and particularly the nobles , were conforming enthusiastically 

to the old religion . Knox was constrained to write "Two Comfortabl e 

Epistles to his Afflicted Brethren in England" exhorting them to 

look forward to the ultimate triumph of God's cause in their land. 

Two months later a much more vigorous pamphlet was written entitled 

"A Faithful Admonition to the Professors of God's Truth in England 11 •
11 

The difference between the two documents shows the radical change 

that had taken place in Knox ' s thinking in the short period between 

them. 

The l atter contains a clear presentation of the Calvinist 

doctrine of r eprobation and election but its real importance was 

due to t he bitter tirade directed agaist Mary Tudor . She has been 

referred t o as 11the blessed Virgin" by the English Catholics but 

she has handed the kingdom over to Philip of Spain and the Pope . 

However, the Protestants should leave their cause in the hands of 

God and do nothing that might divide them from the fellowship 

of Christ . 

In the belief that there was nothing more he could do 

for England, Knox decided to r eturn to Geneva but his stay there 

was shortlived fo r in November, at the urging of Calvin, he accept ,3d 

an invitation to become the minister of the congregation of Englis 1 

exiles in Frankfort . Almost immediately he was plunged into 

controver sy over the use of the second "Book of Common Prayer" 

which he had already criticized in England. One of the conditions 

laid down by the city authorities when the congr egation was founded 

wa s that they should share a building with the French congregation, 



led by Poulain, which had been at Glastonbury in England during 

the reign of Edward VI, and that they should use a form of service 

like that u sed by the French Calvinists, or at least one which 

the French would allow. 12 Accordingly, Whittingham, the leader of 

the gr oup, dr ew up a form of service which differed gr eatly from 

the Second Prayer Book. In addition to the creed and form of service, 

provision was made for the exercise of church discipline , including 

the use of the catechism by the young, the election of ministers 

and elders , admonition and excommunication for offenders and other 

basic elements of the Calvinist system. 

The peace of the congregation was shatterd by the arrival, 

in March, 1555, of a new gr oup of exiles hes.ded by the redoubtable 

Dr . Richard Cox, the former Dean of Christ Church, Oxford. Cox and 

his followers lost no time in challenging Knox and Whittingham on 

the issue of the Prayer Book which, they contended, was still the 

official form of service of the English Protestant church. Doth 

parties appealed, in writing, to Calvin, and Knox and Whittingham 

drew up a summary of the English Prayer Book and sent it to him. 

Calvin counselled moderation but agr eed that when true doctri ne 

was challenp,ed resistance was justified: 

11This i ndeed grievously afflicts me and i s highly 
absurd, that discord is springing up among 
br ethren who are for the same f aith exiles and 
fugitives from their country; and for a cause 
indeed which in your dispersion should like a 
sacr ed bond have held you closely united ••• 
Nor do I blame the firmness of those who, even to 
fight i n a just cause, are unwillingly dragged 
into the contest, but I condemn, and with justice , 
that stubbornness which clogs and retards holy 
efforts to form a church. Though in indifferent 
matters, such as external r ites, I show myself 
indulgent and pliable, at the same time I do not 

9 
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deem it expedient always to comply with the 
foolish captiousness of those who will not give 
up a single point of their usual routine. 1113 

In the Edv,ardian Prayer Book Calvin said he saw "many tolerable 

things" but he condemned it on the grounds that it contained 

impurities which might be "endured for a time 11 •
14 

The Coxian faction next wrote an obsequious letter to 

Calvin explaining that they had used legal means to get control of 

the Frankfort congregation and that they were only defending the 

official, establi shed forms of the Church of England. Calvin's 

reply, while it aimed at moderation, made clear his opposition to 

anything in the church which resembled Popish display and extra­

vagance and he further suggested that Knox had been "neither 

piously nor frat ernally dealt with 11 . ~
5 The Coxians remained adamant; 

Knox was a ccused of treason, on the basis of some things he had 

writt en in the Admonition of the previous year, and the magistrates 

r equ~sted that he leave Frankfort. He set out for Geneva where he 

was joined shortly by Whittingham and Christopher Goodman. 

The significance of this whole dispute lies in the fact 

t hat it was a preview of what was to happen in England after the 

r eturn of the exiles at the beginning of Elizabeth's reign. Then 

t he church split into two groups both of which professed extreme 

r espect for Calvin and his views, but the one insisted that i ts 

fi r st all egiance was to the forms of the official church while the 

other mai ntained that God, through the Holy Scriptures, had i ndicated 

the manner in which worship was to be conducted and the church 

or r,anized and that God's will, as they interpreted it, was more 

important than the decrees of the English government.16 



III . Knox and the Geneva Congregation 

In Geneva Calvin was now the undoubted leader; the city 

government was largely composed of his followers and refugees from 

the persecutions in France and elsewhere were welcomed.17 Knox, 

and those of the English congregation in Frankfort who followed 

him there, found an atmosphere that suited them and they set about 

establishing a congregation along true Calvinist lines. This was 

probably the most formative period in Knox's life. He had time to 

study, to increase his knowledge of theology and his understanding 

of the Scriptures, and he also had opportunity to meet with Calvin 

and the other Protestant leaders who visited the city. 

11 

Seldom has there been found such a unique group of people 

as those who made up the congregation of English exiles in Geneva . 

Among them were at least eight ordained ministers: Knox, Goodman, 

Gilby, Poulain, Sampson, the former Dean of Chichester, Humphrey, 

Pilkington, later to become Bishop of Durham, Lever and, in addition, 

Miles Cover dale, the Bishop of Exeter, and John Scory, the Bishop 

of Rochest cr.18 The congregation, which was to have such an 

influence on the l ater Protestantism of England and Scotland, was 

constituted on November 1, 1555, becoming the first English-speaking 

congregation that was purely Presbyterian in its worship and 

discipline. Ministers, elders and deacons were elected annually 

by the entire congregation. The ministers were appointed t o preach 

and administer the sacraments, the elders to supervise spiritual 

matters, and the deacons to be in charge of material affairs. 

Probably on account of the amount of preaching involved, they 

decided to elect two ministers and Knox and Christopher Goodman 
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were selected but, since Knox was at this time absent in Scotland, 

Anthony Gilby was appointed in his place. 

By the beginning of 1556 the exiles had become a settled 

congregation and they now set about composing their order of worship. 

The form that had been rejected at Frankfort now seemed ideal for 

their purposes since there were no Prayer Book enthusiasts among 

them. Thi s order had been based on Calvin's "Form of Prayers"; to 

it was added a preface, a collection of some fifty metrical psalms 

in English19 and an English translation of Calvin's Catechism. 

The preface was really a confession of faith. The doctrine of the 

Trinity is set forth as the basis of belief and the marks of the 

tr ie chu rch arP stat ed to be its obedience to the word of God 

co'ltainecl in t l1e Old and New Testaments, observance of the two 

sacramenti; of llaptism and the Lord's Supper, and the administration 

of eccles i astical discipline. 20 Discipline was designed to bring 

about the repentance of the sinner. If private admonition failed 

then publLc accusation might be used. Excommunication could only 

be carried out by the whole congregation and not by the consistory 

alone. The conf ession also stated that the civil magistrate had 

the right to r oot out all forms of idolatry and heresy with a view 

to t he great er purity of the church. 21 This form of ecclesi astical 

organization was to be used later as the foundation for the 

"classical" or Presbyterian movement in England during the reign 

of Elizabeth. 

A year after the order of worship was settled in the 

Genevan congrer,ation there appeared a translation of the New 

Testament . Although no name is attached to it, the use of the 
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per sonal pronoun in the preface suggests the work of one man and 

i t is generally accepted by scholars that the translator was 

Hhittingham. The success of the translation led to a desire to 

have the whole Bible in the English language and the work was 

quickly set in motion. This time Whittingham had the assistance 

of a number of other experienced translators in the work22 but when 

the task was not finished at the end of the exile Whittingham 

remained on in Geneva to complete it. The cost of the printing was 

borne by the members of the congregation. The finished work was to 

become the household Bible for the English-speaking people for a 

considerable per i od of time. Originally published in 1560, the last 

edition appear ed in 1644, some thirty-three years after the appear­

ance of the Authorized Version. 

One cannot deal with the activities of the English exil es 

in Geneva without r eference to two other publications by members 

of the congregation, works which conditioned the attitude of 

Elizabeth I against all Calvinists. These books were Knox' s "First 

Blast of t he Trumpet against the Monstrous Regiment of Women" and 

Goodman' s "How Superior Powers ought to be Obeyed". Although Goodman 

was an En~lishrnan23 his work is mentioned here because of the fact 

that it was written at a time when he was Knox's associ ate as 

minister in Geneva and because, as a result of it, he found himself 

' persona non grata 1 in England for some time thereafter and was 

forced to return, not to his native land, but to Scotland where he 

r emained until 1565 . Even then he did not return directly to England 

but spent some time in Ireland before being made rector of Aldford, 

near Chester, in England in 1567 . 24 
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During the year 1558 Goodman preached a sermon on Acts 4. 19: 

11\'lhether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 

than to God, you must judge". The eennon was so well received 

that he was asked to publish it for the benefit of the people in 

England. He agr eed, and expanded it into a small book under the 

title 11How the Superior Powers ought to be obeyed of the subjects: 

and wher ein they may lawfully by God's Word be disobeyed and resisted11 • 

He contends that just as Peter and John disobeyed the magistrates 

in order to obey God so the people of England must disobey their 

Queen for the same r easons . He reminds his readers that Mary is a 

Papist and that the authority of the Church of Rome rests on a 

human foundation and not on the true revelation of God in His Word. 

He calls the Papists "cruel butchers11 and "insatiable bloodsuckers" 

and describes the crucifix as a "conjured idol hanging by a cord 

over the altar". He speaks of their "round cake 11 lying in a box, 

subject to moulding and worms, and yet worshipped as their God. 

He can find no Scriptural ground for female sovereignty; f rom the 

bepinninr, of t ime woman was sub j ect to man and so England has 

disobeyed C~d i n crowning a woman as Queen. If Mary has been crowned 

cont r a ry to God ' s laws then her decrees are also contrary to God's 

wiJl and , therefore, her rule must be defied and she her self removed . 

Many examples are give from Scripture to show that ungodly rulers 

our.ht to be r esisted and Goodman ends with an impassioned plea 

t o the neople of England to rise in revolt. 

Knox 's "First Blast" also dealt wit h the elective nature 

of the monar chy and the right of the people to replace an unjust 

r uler. Knox was later to express the same opinion in one pungent 



sentence flung in the face of another Mary, this one the young 

Queen of Scots: 

"The blind zeal of princes is nothing but a mad 
frenzy, and therefore to take the sword from 
them, to bind their hands, and to cast them into 
prison till they be brought to a more sob~~ mind 
•• • is agreeable with the Word of God. 11 

Knox was i n agreement with Goodman. Right religion took neither 

its origin nor its authority from worldly princes but from the 

eternal God alone. 

Both works are prime examples of the influence of 

circumstance on thought . Knox and Goodman thundered against the 

15 

rule of women because they were touched so closely by what they 

considered the ungodly rule of Queen Mary in England and the equally 

unr,odly regency of Mary of Lorraine in Scotland. Would they have 

been so o'.ltspoken had there been a godly "Deborah" on the throne? 

One hesitates to answer such a hypothetical question but certainly 

their opinions were somewhat modified with the accession of 

Elizabeth. Allowing for the extreme provocation to which he was 

subjected, it must be admitted that Knox was somewhat shortsighted 

in not considering the alternatives. If Queen Mary was deposed 

who was next in line for the throne? Was Elizabeth also to be 

passed over because of her sex? Any realistic politician would have 

consider ed these questions. Had Knox stopped to think of them he 

might have been led to a different interpretation of the Scriptures . 

One wonders whether the future history of the English church might 

have been easier and smoother . 

We must also ask whether there was any Calvinist content 

in these writings . Certainly they were denied by Calvin. The fact 
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that both books were published in Geneva rebounded unfavourably on 

Calvin s ince it was assumed that they had his approval and Calvin 

hastened to explain to William Cecil that he had not known about 

their pr i nting and that in his opinion 11it would not be lawful to 

unsettle governments which are ordained by the particular providence 

of God 11 •
26 Nevertheless they do contain a basic tenet of Calvinist 

thought even though it may be phrased in a particular way to meet 

a peculiar s ituation. Both writers base their works on the f undamental 

principle that the supreme law of both church and state is the word 

of God set down in the Scriptures and this theocratic conception 

of t he state is Calvinistic . 

Knox and Goodman, however, went much farther than the 

position adopted by Calvin in the last chapter of the 11 Institutes 11 ; 

they had pushed Calvin ' s principles to their logical conclusions 

and ar r i ved at a monarchomach position. It was this that made these 

books anathema to Queen Elizabeth, a monarch who was determined to 

r ul e as well a s reign over every department of her nation' s life. 

The prejudice thus created against the Calvinists was to have 

import ant r epercussions for the future development of Engl ish 

Calvi nism. As important is the fact that most Calvinists di d not 

wi sh to carry their theocratic principles too far when dealing 

wi t h a rul er like Elizabeth who promised some tolerance for their 

form of t he faith . 

IV . The Elizabethan Church 

On November 17, 1558, Mary Tudor died, unloved and 

unmourncd . The day was to be celebrated every year by English 

• 



Protestants for more than a century as Queen Elizabeth ' s Accession 

Day. News of Mary's death brought the quick return of many of those 

who had gone into exile during her reign . Unfortunately, in their 

enthusiasm t o r eturn the exiles did not think it necessary to 

take precautions against the possibility of finding a reactionary 

Prot estant on the throne . Elizabeth's private religious opinions 

17 

wer e of the mC!>ngr el variety - no one form of religious orthodoxy 

seems to have appealed to her independent way of thinking. 27 She 

preferred a celibate clergy, and although she enjoyed the pomp and 

circunstance of t he Roman Church, to be a Catholic would have 

weakened her claim to legitimacy, and so to the throne . For practical 

purposes , t hen, she was a Protestant, but at the same time she was 

determined t o avoid any theological stance which might alienate 

pos sible political support . A thorough reformation along Genevan 

lines would certainly work to this end and it would also give other 

countr ies whi ch embraced the faith of Rome an opportunity to 

challenge her supremacy. The r esulting settlement of the Elizabethan 

church was the "via media" , an att empt to steer between the Scylla 

of Rome and the Charybdis of Geneva . 

Only Knox was prescient enough to consider laying down 

terms to the new queen . 28 The Genevan congregation decided t hat, 

in view of the dissent among Engl ish Protestants on matters of 

doctrine and ceremonies , the best advantage could be taken of the 

new oppor tunity i n England only i f they presented a united front. 

Accor dingly, Will i am Kethe was sent with a plea to their fellow 

exiles that past differences be mutually forgiven and forgotten 

and that all strive together to "reach and practice the true 
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knowledge of God 's word, which we have learned in this our 

banishment and by God's merciful providence seen in the best 

reformed churches 11 •
29 Lever, and those who were with him at Aarau, 

wholeheartedly accepted the Genevan proposal, but, as might have 

been expected, the Frankfort congregation replied in the negative, 

stating that it was not up to individual congregations to decide 

on the ceremonies of the English church but that this should be 

handled in Enr-land by the proper authorities appointed by Parliament 

for that purpose . Once again the attitudes of the two groups were 

prophetic of the differences that were to exercise the members of 

the Church of England . The Frankfort conformist group held that 

the English church could be formed only under the direction of the 

state. The Geneva congregation's letter pointed to their belief 

that representatives of congregations could decide what form the 

English church should have and that they could and should do that 

i ndependently of the state . 

The Genevan plan broke down for lack of co-operation. 

Coll ective bar gaining gave way to a series of private contracts 

with each man making what terms he could on his return - and in 

this they vrere at the mercy of a strong-minded ruler. The game 

quickly degenerated into an individual scramble for preferment. 

The Genevan refugees could either stand aloof from this scene and 

continue their exile indefinitely, or participate in it, in the 

hope of salvaging something of their plans. The former position 

was considered but Calvin urged the exiles to hurry home and 

accomplish what good they could. 

The failure of the Genevan exiles to persuade the other 



19 

Enplish- sneaking congregations on the Continent to confer on the 

future form of the English church before returning to their home­

land sugpests th .t they were a special minority and that the majority 

of Englishmen were content to look to the state to take the lead 

in the re-orpanization of the church after Mary's death. However, 

Calvin's influence on England made itself felt after Elizabeth's 

accession through the activities of former members of the Genevan 

conpr egation and through his own writings . The final edition of 

the "Institutes" was published in 1559 and an English translation 

followed two y~ars later . Calvin's writings were frequently 

published in Enp:land and proved to be an important source of 

influence in the theological field . 

,fith a Protestant monarch on the throne, Knox wanted to 

r eturn to England to r esume his work there, but the damage had 

been done . His "First Blast" had so incensed Elizabeth that he 

could not per suade the authorities to permit hi s return. Despite 

r epeated supplications, including a letter to the Queen herself, 

Knox soon realized that there was no hope of him ministering in 

Eneland arain, but even when he accepted the hopelessness of his 

position and that his future now lay in Scotland, he did not give 

up his interest in England. He wrote to Cecil in June, 1559, 

nointine out t he necessity of union between the two countries in 

or der to ~r esent a united front against the dangers which threatened 

from France and Spain. 3° Knox continued to show a keen interest in 

J•:nr:lish affairs to the end of his life and to write words of 

admonition to the leaders of the country reminding them of their 

responsibility to uphold the true faith and of their obligations 
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~s God ' s servants . 

The acceptance of Calvinism by the Church of Scotland 

in 1560 acted as a continuing influence on some parts of the English 

church . There were many in England who felt that the reforms 

introduced by El izabeth did not go far enough; the result was that 

the differences of opinion which had appeared in Frankfort began 

to be r eproduced in the English church. Ther e could be little 

sympathy for Knox and the Church of Scotland among those churchmen 

who formulated religious policy in England but it was natural that 

Knox would retain his close l inks with those who had been with 

hi.min Geneva . 

In 1566 the Vestiarian Controversy broke out again in 

England when the Queen instructed t he bishops that she wished to 

have uniformity of clerical dress enforced . 31 Many of the nonconformist 

ministers in England were unwilling to go along with the Queen 's 

decision and appealed to the Continental reformers for support . 

Knox did what he could on their behalf, persuading his colleagues 

in Scotland to send a request for leniency with the Puritans to 

the bishops in England. Aware that his own per sonal influence with 

the party against whom he had fought at Frankfor t would produce 

the onnosite of the desir ed result, he did not sign the letter 

himself , though it was signed by all the other leaders of the 

Scot tish church. 

The leader s of the nonconformist party in England tried 

to foll ow Calvin ' s teaching and use methods of obedience, 

non-resistance and conciliation; they wished to r emain within the 

church even thouph they were often at odds with the church leaders. 
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There were those, however, who advocated separation and Knox was 

appealed to by one of this group . His r eply must have been 

disappointing in the extr eme because he made it clear that he was 

opposed to separation, pointing out that "it condemneth the public 

ministry of Eneland 11 .32 In this Knox was in agr eement with the 

older f ollowers of Calvin and also with the new generation that 

was r isine in the English church and which had not had the experience 

of exile in Frankfort or Geneva . That group of second generation 

Enelish Pr esbyterians, among them such leader s as Car twright, 

Travers , Field and Wilcox, were i n agreement in opposing separation 

and proposed bringing about the reformation of the church from 

within and were even willing to use the political process to this 

end. 33 Hhen Knox died in 1572, Field borrowed some of his papers 

from Mr s . Anne Prouze, who as Mr s . Anne Locke had been a close 

friend of the Scottish reformer, 34 and published them·. In his 

preface he wrote of Knox: 

"If ever God shall vouchsafe the Church so gr eat 
a benefit , when his infinite letter s and sundry 
other treatises shall be gathered together, it 
shall appear what an excellent man he was, and 
what a wonderful loss that Church of Scotland 
sustained when that worthy man was taken from them" •35 

Knox 's successor in Scotland was Andrew Melville who 

had studied and taught in Geneva and who was closely associated 

with Beza, Calvin ' s own successor. In 1584 he was forced to flee 

to England as a r esult of the, so called, "Black Acts" which were 

passed during the r eaction that followed the failure of the Gowrie 

plot of that year . I n England Melville, and those who had found 

it necessar y to leave with him, were received at Oxfor d and 
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CambridRe and they conferred with the leading Puritans.36 Among 

those whom Melville met was Thomas Cartwright who, together with 

\falter Travers, was one of those whose writings supplied the 

intellectual stimulus for the Elizabethan Presbyterian movement. 

Of them it has been said: "Allowing Mr. Cartwright for the head, 

Mr . \'/alter Travers might be termed the neck of the Presbyterian 

party" . 37 

Cartwright's views on the relationship between church 

and state closely paralleled those of his Scottish friend, Melville. 

On one occasion Melville had quite bluntly reminded James VI that 

there were two kings and two kingdoms in Scotland and that in the 

kingdom of Christ Jesus he was merely a subject . Cartwright held 

an equally high view of the church and this led him. to point out 

that the ruler ' s function in relation to the church is chiefly 

that of a servant of God. This, of course , ran contrary to the 

Queen' s own view of her position, a view expounded by Archbishop 

Whitgift , who maintained that the ruler delegated his authority 

in ecclesiastical matters just as he did in civil matters to 

l awyer s and judges, yet without forfeiting his own supreme authority. 

Traver's position was similar to that of Cartwright but 

his worth to the Presbyterian movement of Elizabeth's reign lies 

in the fact that he can claim to be the first to have systematized 

the tenets of Presbyterian discipline in England in an orderly and 

persuasive form. Following the expulsion of both men from Cambridge 

in 1571 they fled to Geneva where Travers wrote his 'magnum opus' 

on Presbyterianism, the 11Explicatio 11 , a work that appeared in 1574. 

The objPct of Travers' book is to uphold the necessity of discipline 



in the church and he s t arts from the premise that the only 

authority for true and proper church discipline is the Bible 

which is, literally, the Word of God . While he agrees basically 
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with both Calvin and Cartwright, Travers shows one point of departure 

when he divides the office of deacon into "deacon proper" and 

"ruling elder" while the other two held that the deacon had a 

separate office from the elder. 

By 1585 the movement for reform of the English church 

was not propressing as had been hoped. There were still those who 

looked fo r a moderate reformation within the church and so Travers 

was encouraRed to edit a draft Book of Discipline which could be 

used as the basis of the church's polity and discipline. The book 

appeared in 1587 and for the most part was an abbreviated edition 

of his earlier work. The first part begins with the bold assertion 

that Christ has fixed the proper form of church government for all 

time and this form is to be found in the Bible . As he explains it, 

Travers $Ces that form as Presbyterian. The second part of the 

book rives in detail the ecclesiastical discipline outlined in the 

first nart . There is an important alteration in the Book of 

Discipline from what he had written in the 11Explicatio 11 - the 

eldership is now seen as a separate office from that of the deacon. 

There is really nothing new in the Book of Discipline; 

it is merely a reiteration of the statement that government by 

elders is the only right and proper form of church government and 

it is marked by a dogged determination to find in Scripture a 

jud,ificnt,ion for the Presbyterianism advocated by Calvin. But, 

unlike Calvin, Travers identified the discipline so closely with 
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the Gospel that he is f or ced into the position of seeing every 

other fo r m of church government as ant i - Christian (a t r ap Calvin 

did not fall into ) . This only served to inject English Presbyter­

ianism wit h a stubbornnes s and a sense of divine r i ghtness which 

brourht i t more and more into opposition with the Church of England 

and for ced t he Queen to take seyer e measure against it . 

One other Scotti sh theologian must be mentioned. In 

1579 , Geor ge Buchanan published his famous treatise 11De jure r egni 

apud ~3cotos" and this marked the beginning of a conflict which 

would eventually tear his country apar t and lead to the overthrow 

of the House of Stuar t by the middle of the next century. Buchanan's 

views on a restricted monarchy were held by him long before he 

published his book, indeed they occur in another work published as 

early as 1541. 38 Br iefly, Buchanan taught that kings are chosen 

and continued in office by the people, and that they are subject 

to both human and divine laws, and t hat the people of Scotland had 

always claimed and exercised the right t o call wicked ruler s to 

account . He insists that t here exists a mutual compact between 

prince and people; a tyrant who does not observe the duties of a 

ruler and hr eaks hi s compact i s an enemy of the people who creat es 

a state of war so that not only the body of the people, but 

individual s , are justified in killing the enemy. 

Buchanan ' s book is r eally a work of political t heory 

but it is important in that it did much to oppose the idea of an 

absolute monarchy . Cer tainly it goes far beyond the position 

defended by Calvin and the fact that it reflected the spirit and 

pracLice of the Scottish church is of si gnificance . This doctrine 



of insurrection was not championed by many English Protestants 

during the sixteenth century, but it was to have important 

implications for both England and Scotland during the reign of 

Charles I. 
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We gain some indication of the importance of the Scottish 

influence in disseminating Calvinistic views among the English 

theologians when we read the writings of the strongly partisan 

Dishop Bancroft. Richard Bancroft was to succeed John Whitgift 

as Archbishop of Canter bury, but while Whitgift held that See, 

Bancroft was his Bishop of London and his close associate in the 

fight against Puritanism in the Elizabethan church. Bancroft's 

first attack on them came in a sermon preached at St. Paul's Cross 

for the opening of Parliament in 1589 in which he upheld the 

bishops as being of a higher order than presbyters and described 

John Knox as being a man of too contentious a nature.39 In 1593, 

Bancroft published his "Dangerous Positions and Proceedings" in 

which he developed his denunciation of Puritanism. The Puritans 

were likened to seminary priests; they regarded Geneva and Scotland 

as guides to be followed and if the rulers refuse to reform 

r eligion then the magistrates or even the com.man people may, on 

the advice of the ministers, feel free to use force of arms to 

reform it themselves . Bancroft refers to the writings of both 

Knox and Buchanan as examples which the Puritans seek to emulate. 

There is little doubt that Bancroft's views are 

prejudiced and exaRgerated but they do point to a considerable 

obligation which English Calvinism owed to Scotland. Bancroft 

w1s mispuided in his fears; they were based on his knowledge of 



~,h:it, h:id t, ;i.k<'n place i.n ~icotlanci and France . l•:nr,lish Calvini::;m 

wa::; not ;in imitation of the Scot,1,ish variety durinp its r evolut­

ionar y phase . The Scots had been forced to adapt their thought 

to the imnecliate situation in their own country and English Calvin­

ism was as much a product of the conditions that pertained in 

Enr:land as it was of the t eaching of Calvin or the influence of 

0cotland . A study of English Calvinism maNes it clear that though 

many in En"land were receptive to the theology and discipline of 

C;!lvinism the f)Olitical and ecclesiastical situation in England 

led then to r e,ject the doctrine of rebellion which had proved so 

im~ortant to the Scots in acheiving their reformation 
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CONSERVATISM IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA IN 1925 AND 

BEYOND: AN INTRODUCTORY EXPLORATION 

Dr. Ian S. Rennie 
Ontario Theological Seminary 

Conservatism is a word that many people would readily associate 

with historic Presbyterianism, and certainly with the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada in 1925 and beyond. This conservatism would 

perhaps first be thought of theologically, and John Moir would 

validate this outlook in his history of Canadian Presbyterianism by 

affirming that as late as 1908 'the bulk of church members, both 

lay and ministerial, were still essentially conservative in doctrine. 11 

At the same time, it must be kept in mind that the next decade and 

a half or so was going to experience such a shift that D. C. 

Masters could comment that 'the Christian liberals exercised a 

tremendous influence upon Protestant thinking in Canada ... Their - 
ideas constituted a new orthodoxy of the generation which went to 

college in the nineteen-twenties. " Liberalism was so potent that 

even many of those who remained Presbyterian in 1925 accommodated 

themselves to it in some degree or other. As a result, the late 

Principal A. I,. Farris in his article, 'The Fathers of 1925', 

attempted to show that the reasons for people remaining Presbyteriar. 

were more complex than simple conservative adhereoce to Reformed 

theological orthodoxy. 3 

In his article, Farris outlined four major strands in the mainten- 

ance of Canadian Presbyterianism, or perhaps better six, for he 

divided the fourth or theological category into three. The thing 

that Professor Farris did not overtly do was indicate how 
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conservative all the four or six strands were, although their 

conservatism in each case had a somewhat different focus. All were 

concerned to preserve what they considered the best of Canadian 

Presbyterianism, and they were agreed that this could best be done 

by preserving the Presbyterian Church in Canada as intact as 

possible. Beyond that there were the differences. Thus continuing 

Presbyterianism appeared conservative and even defensive, although 

there were distinctly varied shades in the conservative hue. 

The first strand was called .the Anti-Unionists by Farris, and they 

believed that Presbyterianism was superior to all other forms of 

Christianity. And thus the Presbyterian Church in Canada was 

superior to any other denomination in the.Dominion, including the 

new one into which many were proposing that Canadian Presbyterianism 

should enter. These Anti-Unionists were conservatives of heritage - 

the tradition should be maintained so that nothing would be lost. 

The second strand was the Federalists who wanted cooperation between 

denominations but not organic union at the present time. They were 

quite happy to modify Presbyterian teaching, polity, and practice in 

some ways, but they believed that the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 

as an organized entity, was far too valuable a force in the land 

to allow it to be threatened with disruption over the Church Union 

issue. Participation in a United Church of Canada at a future 

date - most certainly; but not as long as it would be at the cost 

of Presbyterian division. This was pragmatic, institutional 

conservatism. In 1925 the Federalists might look akin to the . 
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5: Anti-Unionists, but their reasons for maintaining the Presbyterian 
P 
f 1 Church, although conservative, were significantly different. 

j i  
' 5  

4 Next were the Ethical Critics who believed that the Unionists in 

, their crusading spirit were denying religious liberty and the 

rights of conscience for minorities. This was a moral conservatisn 

I 

I whlch refused to acknowledge that because many believed the proposed 

'I 
i United Church to be the will of God, and anticipated almost quasi- 
I 

1' messianic expectations to accompany its birth, they had any right 
I 

to depart from the path of decency and probity and ride roughshod 

,I over fellow Presbyterians who did not see the same vision. Here 
i 

was the ethical conservatism that would never allow the charismatic 

11 to challenge the moral. Such a view could well comport with a 
:I 

'/ philosophical idealism which would challenge traditional Calvinistic 

theology, but retain, at least for a time, traditional Calvinistic 

I The first subdivision represented those who resisted Church Union 
J 

I 

4 
i 

i.1 
because it appeared to threaten orthodox theology. They were no t  

ethics. 

The fourth strand included those called the Theological Objectors. 

as totally enamoured of all things Presbyterian as the Anti- 
3 4 

:I Unionists, but when it came to theology, they were staunchly 
4 
$ conservative. Institutional forms and structures might change to 
d 
1 some extent, but theology was the great given, and Presbyterian 

i theology was second to none. In order to preserve its theology, 

1 
i 

the Presbyterian Church in Canada must be retained. 



The second subdlvision of the fourth strand, or the fifth point of 

view, if we wish so to consider it, was expressed by Principal 
i. 

Fraser of Presbyterian College, Montreal. He argued that the 

proposed Basis of Faith for the United church was too conservative. 

~t first sight, Fraser might appear to be 'out of synchronization 

with the rest of the defenders of the presbyterian Church in Canada 

with their obvious though varied conservatisms. But on reflection, 

Fraser appeared as one who wished to conserve what he considered to 

be the standard of intellectual rigor and excellence of 

Presbyterianism. He feared that union with Methodism, with its 

stress on the experiential and the practical, would only lead to 

intellectual embarrassment. The Presbyterian Church must be 

maintained as the best hope of Christian intellectual respectability 

in Canada. .. 
: Q  

.,,' 
Finally there was the view of Principal W. W. Bryden of Knox 

College, that in theology both liberalism and traditional con- 

servatism were inadequate. Although this may sound fairly radical, 

and may have been intended to sound so, Bryden's views were 

actually fairly conservative. When he attacked traditional 

conservatism, he meant the very conservative theologies of the 

nineteenth century with their roots in the Protestant Orthodoxy of 

the seventeenth century. This he wished 'to distinguish - usually 
far too sharply - from the theology of the great Reformers of the 
sixteenth century. Here he saw the root and direction for the 

theology of the present and the future. In spite of;  certain 

presuppositions that he may have brought to the study of the 



Reformation, &any theologian that takes the Reformers with the 
t 

/ seriousness that Bryden did is fairly conservative. So Bryden 

wished to retain the Presbyterian Church in Canada because it had 
A I 

E 
direct links with the Reformers which Congregationalism and 

Methodism did not have. Church union-dtith such people would only 

decrease attention on the early Reformers, thus hindering the 

desperately needed revitalization of theology in the Presbyterian 

I 
Church in Canada and in all the Churches. 

t 

Thus those who chose to remain Presbyterian in 1925 and beyond 

stood together. The things they supremely valued about 

1 Presbyterianism may have been somewhat different, but they were 

all conservatives in insisting that they be retained, and that they 

could best be retained in a continuing Presbyterian Church in 

I Canada. Since all continuing ~resb~t&ians were conservative, the 

title of this paper might then suggest that we are going to discuss 
- I 

I all Presbyterians. Although it might be profitable to examine 
I 
I Canadian Presbyterianism in 1925 and beyond in terms of the 
i 
I interrelation of various types of conservatism, such an attempt is 
I 

i 
i 

far beyond the scope of a paper such as this. Thus the concern 

' 1  here is only with those who would be considered theological 

conservatives in a fairly traditional sense. As a result, those 

who 30 not fit readily into this categbky will be omitted at this 

time, which includes the Federalists; *he Ethical Critics, and 

i 
* I tlrosc who shared the views of Principals Fraser and Bryden. Thus . i 

I the field of inquiry is narrowed to the Anti-Unionists and the 
- / first category of the Theological Objectors, who wished to 

i 

I 
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? I  
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maintain orthodox theology in the traditional sense. But in order 

, to begin to understand these two groupings, we will be helped by 
I 

! coming at the subject more historically, by which is meant that we 
' must look at the historic forms of conservative Presbyterianism 

i Canada. 

t k -  

The two schools of Presbyterian conservatism that have most directly 
I 
i 

i influenced the Presbyterian Church in Canada may be called the 

t Auld Kirk and the Free Kirk. The difference between these schools 

! of Presbyterianism, for our purpose, is that the former was an 

establishment conservatism, while the latter was an evangelical 
A 

1 
r conservatism. Auld Kirk conservatism expressed the Scottish and 

t 1 
Scots- Irish version of European ~hristendom. Virtually all 

! 
I inhabitants of a nation were members of both State and Church, with 

/ kach supporting and strengthening the other. Church and State 
i 

were two sides of the same coin, and the Christian civilization 

which resulted was the supreme work and glory of God on earth. And 
I 

for Auld Kirkers of Scottish and Scots-Irish origin, the 1 :  ! 

Presbyterian culture of Scotland and Ulster was beyond compare. 

1 For such people it was the whole heritage that was important. A t  

the same time, continuity of structure and form was a matter of 

supreme importance for it was in this way that the excellencies of 
I* 

the tradition were transmitted. With the structures preserved, 

the Auld Kirk Christendom viewpoint could % -  then allow a measure of 

flexibility as far as the internal components were concerned. 



Doctrine had to be expressed in terms of the Westminister Con- 

fession, but the emphasis in terms of the content could vary 

considerabl-y from one epoch to another and there could even be 
i 

significant theological differences among Auld Kirk people at a 

given time. If we think of the Auld Kirk ethos asyhaving emerged 
,- . 

significantly during the reign of.Moderatism in the Scottish and - , '  

Irish Churches in the eighteenth century, then it is quite obvious 

that the soteriological aspects of theology did not receive major 

stress. As Presbyterians, however, it was absolutely necessary to 

stress the sovereignty of God in Westminister Confession language, 

but among the Auld Kirk Moderates there were those who emphasized 

sovereignty working through divine election while there were others 
I 

who expressed it largely in terms of divine providence. During the 

~Gneteenth century the Auld Kirk bedam2'somewhat more uniformly 

conservative in theological content!;-i$X%hough the soteriological in 

many cases still. did not occupy the 'proportion which it did in the 

Confession of Faith. And the irruption of divine grace in 
i 

conscious conversion was still to many Auld Kirk folk at best an 

ill-mannered thing and at worst a virtual act of treason for 

implicitly queuf:ioning whether all baptised Scots and Ulstermen 

were necessarily in a state of grace. 1n the twentieth century, 

as anti-supernaturalism once again brodght tiemendous pressure to 

bear on Anglo-Saxon and Presbyterian theology, it would be quite 

natural to expect that the Auld ~irk'tradition would accommodate 

itself in various ways, while all the while waving the flags of the 



F. 

Presbyterian heritage and the Westminster Confession of Faith. 

In Canada the Auld Kirk people were a large segment of what Farris 

has described as the Anti-Unionists; in fact, as Moir has suggested, 

they were a very influential element in-continuing Presbyterianism in 

~ a n a d a . ~  Yet because of the tendency to stress form in relation to 

content, and thus make theological accommodation possible, they are 

not what many people mean today when *they refer to theological 

conservatism in the Presbyterian Church in Canada. So a large section 

of the Anti-Unionists are removed from our purview as well. 

This now brings us to the evangelical conservatives or conservative 

evangelicals of the Free Kirk type who stood within the heritage of 

the Reformation as resuscitated and interpreted by the evangelical 
' 1  

movement of the eighteenth and nineteenth centhries. The 

positive relation of state and church as embodied in Christendom was 

accepted, but within that, great stress was laid upon doctrine and 

the conscious experience of grace. The national and the ethnic 

were valued, but supremely because in them Scriptural truth of the 

Westminster Confession variety had been taught, which in turn 

brought about repentance, faith, justification, union with Christ, 

and new obedierice. The truth of the Bible in the power of the 

Holy Spirit brought forth life. This was Free Kirk evangelical 

conservatism, and there was a fair measure of it in the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada in 1925 and afterwardst. 

i 
At the same time, we are up against a certain difficulty at this 



point, for there are those in Canada who seem to find it difficult 

to acknowledge the presence of conservative evangelicalism in 

mainstream Canadian Protestantism. The same people may recognize 

the Evanyelicdl party in the Church of England, and similar 

groupings in American Protestantism, but when it comes to Canada, the 
, , 

situation seems to be viewed somewhat differently. The reason may 
t 

be sought in the writings of S. D. Clark, with his tendency to 
. *. L 

equate evangelicalism in Canada with sectarianism, the reputation 

for monochrome liberalism of the United Church, the weakness of 

Canadian Evangelical Anglicanism, and the exit from the Baptist 

Convention of T. T. Shields and his associates. But conservatism 

in the Presbyterian Church in Canada will not be understood unless 

the ongoing presence of evangelical conservatives is recognized. 

Once again, however, the historical approach must be taken, for only 
, L! 

in this way will the nature of what is usually considered conservatism 

in the Presbyterian Church be understood. 

There have been two main types of conservative evangelical 

Presbyterianism in this century, and they bothjgo back to develop- 

ments in the evangelical world of the nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries. These were the Confessional and Fundamentalist 

movements. During the first two generations of the evangelical 

movement, known increasingly by historians as the First and Second 

Evangelical Awakenings, and running from the mid-eighteenth century 

to about 1830, evangelicalism was the most dynamic and widespread 

movement in most of Anglo-American Protestantism, Presbytesianisni 



included. But by about 1830 some evangelicals were becoming 

concerned that evangelicalism in its expansive, optimistic mood 

d might be los inq  some of its Reformation theological moorings. 
-3 

'1 With their critical faculties at work, they were more ready to 

i discern that the great days of the Evangelical Awakenings were 

.& passing and that the future would not likely be a period of ever- 

increasing evangelical triumph. aln''khis context the threat of 

Continental Protestant Liberalism was very foreboding, and thus 

-4 these critical and fearful. evangelicals began to raise their 
J 

ramparts of defense. Profoundly influenced by the Romantic Movement, 

I with its distaste for the nineteenth century and its veneration for 

L a golden age of the past, they sought the answers to the present in 

4 the golden age of their past. This meant the Protestantism of the 

seventeenth century, often called tKe Age of Confessions, and from 

4- which the terrn Confessionalism emerged. In few places was d 
d 
U 
F Confessionalism the numerically domiiiant form of Protestantism, but 

4 
i as it separated itself from its existantjecclesiastical affiliation 

' 3  
1 

in search of its ideal, as it almost invariably did, it was every- 

where a powerfully conservative force. This was true of the section 

of German Lutheranism which in North America is known as the 

Missouri Synod, and those from the Dutch Reformed heritage who formed 

"4 the core of the Christian Reformed Churches. In Presbyterianism 

t the iild School rnovement in the united' States, centering in Princeton 
'1 
4 Seminary, reflected the Confessional impulse, as did the Free Kirk 

in Scotland although these PresbYteri2n Confessionalists also 

- i 



retained much of the dynamism that was characteristic of nineteenth 

century Anglo-Saxon Protestantism. 

Among the Confessionalists there was a serious attempt to 

repristinate the heritage of the seventeenth century according to 

the respective denominational traditions. The theology of the 

Confessions was retained intact, while the Bible was presented as 

infallibly true because it was th;''pJoduct of a verbal inspiration 

which had its special locus in thO'&ry words of scripture. Pan- 

evangelical cooperatioh was eschew6d"and denominational distinctives 

in seventeenth century form were underscored. Social reform was 

feared as the entering wedge of liberalism, and the overspill of 

Methodist methodology and life-style was not appreciated. If only 

the church were faithful to the seventeenth-century pattern then all 

would be well. A more tradition-conscious, theological, 
' i  

denominational, sombre, defensive, ahd combative form of evangelicalism .. 

had emerged. The Free Kirk in mid-nineteenth century Canada 

represented this point of view, although the pressures of other forms 

of Anglo-Saxon Christianity and the NorthjAmerican ethos were mnstantly 

at work upon it, in a way that was not true of its Continental 

counterparts. Nonetheless, there were still representatives of 

Confessionalism among Canadian Presbyterians in 1925 and after, dnd  

they are to be found in the Anti-Unionist category of Farris. This 

is probably the correct place to put them, for they did hold 

inviolate the whole Presbyterian tradition in the form which they 

understood and to which they were committed. So there were Auld 

Kirk and Confessional evangelical Anti-Unionists, the Confessionalists 



;% 

being the much the smaller of the two components. 

Confessionalism was well represented by Ephraim Scott, long-time 

editor of the Record. Although in his editorial position, Scott 

exercised a measure of restraint in the expression of his own views, . 

they nonetheless came through clearly enough. This was true of a 

series of articles in the Record ih S924, which included, 'What 

Presbyterians Stand For' in ~ebruary,'and 'The Confession of Faith1 

in June. Quotations from such wkll-known American conservative 

Presbyterians as Clarence ~acartney'of Philadelphia, Maitland 

Alexander of Pittsburgh, and 0. T. Allis of Princeton also attested 

to his commitments. lo So did a lengthy article against Harry 

Emerson Fosdick, portraying him as something of a reincarnation of 

William Ellery Channing, the New England Unitarian of the previous 

II century. Bi3t in his 1928 volume 'Church Union' and the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada, there was the full expression of 

Scott's Confessionalism. He conceived the Church Union battle as 

another phase of the controversy engendered by liberalism, and as 
.I 

a Confessionalist, the answer to a watered-down Christianity was the . 
complete Presbyterian heritage as he envisioned it. 12 

At the same time, as part of the Anglo-Saxon evangelical world, 

Scott's Confessionalism was inevitably, if at times uncomfortably, 

in touch with the wider forms of evangelicalism, Presbyterian and 

otherwise. As a result, there were constant references in the 

Record under Scott's editorship to evangelistic services and -- 
accounts of conversion ranging from C . H .  Spurgeon to John McNeill, 



the Scottish evangelist who had been minister of Cooke's Church, 

Toronto, for a couple of years around the beginning of World War I. 13 

visits to ~anada of prominent evangelical conservative preachers 

of various communions were continually alluded to-; such as G. 

Campbell Morgan, S. D. Gordon, and F. B. Meyer. l4 And in the battle 

against liberalism, and by implication Church Union, Scott 

regularly drew on material from this wider circle. C. H. Spurgeon 
I 

provided an excerpt entitled 'No compromise', the Bible Union of 
i 

1 

China - perhaps with an assist from W. H. Griffith Thomas who had 
until recently been at Wycliffe College, Toronto - supplied 
'Modernism and Its Fruits' ,16 while A. 2. Conrad of Park Street 

Congregational Church, Boston, gave 'Modernism's Mistakes'. l7 The 

significant fact, however, was that in spite of Scott's prominence, 

the Canadian Presbyterian Confessionalists were few in number, aged, 
- 

and on their way to oblivion. 

The supreme difficulty with Confessionalism in Canada was that its -. 
'I 

fundamentally backward-looking vision had little appeal to the coming 
L 

generation, with its leaders enshrining an ambience of the past. 

Professor N. Keith Clifford of U.B.C., in research which will be 

included in his much anticipated history of the United Church of 

Canada, has discovered that many Presbyterian ministers who opposed 

Church Union from early in the twentieth century had taken at least 

some of their theological training at Princeton Theological Seminary. 

On the other hand, those who supported the United Church concept 

and had studied abroad had usually gone to Edinburgh or one of the 
I 

German Universities where, to say the least, a somewhat different 



1 ;  y 

! theologicaP approach was taken, at least after the 1870's. And 
'i 

those who had attended what came to be known as the Old Princeton, 

or wished they had and were one with it in spirit, were usually of 

the older generation. So that in 1925 Confessionalism appeared to 

have little future as a force for conservatism in the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada. In spite, however, of its weakened condition, 

Confessionalism was regarded as an essential component of continuing 

Presbyterianism in 1925, and effa~tsibere made to draw on the 

resources of this tradition. 

On the one hand, the search for additional ministers which Church 

Union necessitated among the Presbyterians caused approaches to be 

made to the Confessional Highlanders of the Continuing Free Church 

of Scotland. This body was known accurately and affectionately as the 

Wee Frees since 1901, when a tiny minority refused to follow the 

rapidly moderating majority of Free Kirkers into the union with the 

United Presbyterians which formed the United Frees. When the 

commissioners of the Presbyterian ~ h u h h  in ~ a h d a  arrived in 

Scctland in 1925 seeking ministerial recruits, they officially visited 

the Free Church College as well as the other Presbyterian Theological 

institutions of Edinburgh, and preached in leading Free Church 

pulpits.18 This continuing openness to the Confessional tradition 

has meant that there have always been a few ministers in the 

Presbyt.erian Church in Canada who have received their upbringing 

and training in the Free Church in Scotland, some of whom have 
? ,  

occupied positions of some influence in Canada. Young immigrants 

of Free Church stock who were alreahy working in Canada were also 



attracted by this approach, the most,outstanding perhaps being 

George Murray..of the Highland mining icomrnunity in Trail, B.C. 

Upon graduation from Presbyterian College, Montreal, he served 

with great acceptability in both Cape Breton and Scotstown, Quebec, 

where fluency in Gaelic was highly prized along with other 

ministerial gifts. But Murray soon faced the almost overpowering 

attractiveness of segments of American Presbyterianism for 

Confessionalists in Canada. As a result*, he ministered in the 

old United Presbyterian Church in Newton, Massachusetts, for almost 

thirty 1 ears. 
5 

In addition, approaches were also made to representatives of the 

Princeton Confessional tradition in the United States in the hope 

of securing ministers. Although by 1925, the officials at 

Princeton Seminary, represented by President Stevenson, were - 
already seeking to break with Confessionalism, l9 it is interesting 

that it was to Professor J. Gre~ham~Machen, the spokesman for the 

Confessionalists, that Canadian Presbyterians turned, requesting .. > 
him to supply fifty graduates. 20 And ,Machen was also being sounded 

out as a candidate for the principalship of Knox College by at 

least one Presbyterian minister. 21 Machen never reached his quota, 

but a steady if small stream of American Confessionalists continued 

to arrive in Canada, and when Machen left Princeton in 1-929 and 

founded Westminist.er Seminary, Philadelphia, the supply continued 

from the new source. One representative ofthis group was Quincy 

McDowell, who began his ministry on P.E.I., but spent the thirties 

in Sydney Mines, where he left an impact that remains until today 



and which-was well explained by one of the historians of Cape 

Breton Presbyterianism: 'Dr, McDoweLl contributed much to the 

work of the Presbytery ... His message as a preacher was strongly 
evangelical, He was a diligent pastor. Above all, he was interested 

in the spiritual welfare of the youth. '22 However, after spending 

the forties and early fifties at Maissoneuve Church, Montreal, 

McDowell returned to the U.S., undoubtedly seeking a more congenial 

Confessional climate. Although.it+is:true that not all Machen's 

recruits were Princeton men, it~wouldiseem that most shared a 

conservative theology, as expressed by John H. MacGillivray who 
I .  , 

came to Springville, Nova Scotia via   an Anselino, the Presbyterian 
seminary in California. 'I am growing more convinced that the 

disruption will prove a blessing, for modernistic teachers and 

preachers can now go to their own place; and the old Gospel of Grace 
I 

have free course in the Presbyterian Church in Canada. , 23  

Machen not only sent Americans to Canada, but he also attracted 

some young Canadians to study in the U. S., whence\-they returned 

with firm Confessional commitments. T h e  most conspicous group was 

from Montreal and included Stanford,Reid who returned to found the 

Town of Mount Royal Church in Montreal, before proceeding to McGill 

and the University of Guelph; Lyall Detlor, who pastored at Parry 

Sound and Trail before going to the U.S., and Ronald Rowat who 

interspersed his C.inadian ministry with an American interlude, 

concludinq as Superintendant of Missions of the Synod of Montreal 

and Ottawa irl t h e  fifties and sixties. And somewhere in this 

category s h o u l d  be included George W. MacKay from far-off ~ormosa, 



not so youAg as the others, but bearing the imprint of his father, 

the famous missionary, and also of his earnest father-in-law, John 

Ross of Brucefield, who in his sturdy Confessionalism stood almost 

alone on the Free Kirk side in rejecting the Canadian Presbyterian 

Union of 1875. During the forties and fifties a t~ickle of young 

Canadian Presbyterians continued to attend Westminister Seminary, 

which sought to perpetuate Machen's memory and outlook, while they 

increased significantly in the sixties and seventies, although a 

number subsequently left the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

One other distinct source of Confessional recruitment after 1925 

was the McDonaldites of Prince Edward Island. 24 Followers of a 

Church of Scotland minister who had a remarkable ministry on the 

Island for four decades before Confederation, this movement is 

still one of the few indigenous Canadian Christian developments. 

Numbering at least 5,000 adherents in the later ni.neteenth century, 

the McDonaldites did not enter the Presbyterian union of 1875, but 

continued on their own way. This way almost led to oblivion, until 

they linked up with the Free Church of Scotland earlier in this 

c e r ~ t u r y .  The Presbyterian Church in Canada has received several 

congregations of McDonaLdites on P.E.I. since 1925, and in many 

Presbyterian corlgregations on the Island, there are leading members 

with McDonaldite roots. At least one former McDonaldite clergyman 

has also served in the ministry of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Remernheriny that the Presbyterian Church in Canada forms a larger 

percentage of the population of P.E.I. than anywhere else in Canada, 

and that this position is at least in some measure due to 



McDonaldit$'transfers, these people, *with their Confessional faith, 
1 

cannot. be dismissed as altogether inconsequential for Canadian 
L 

I 

Presbyterianism. 

A , I C  so  t'oxlfessior1a.2ists have continued in the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada until today,. Usually having had significant experience in 

other parts of the world, and feeling the power of centrifugal 

attraction, they nonetheless have maintained their noble and 

romantsc view of the Presbyterian heritage - more frequently described 
as the Rer 'or~ed heritage - into our day. Among them will be found 

some of the most loyal and most frustrated members of the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Now it j s  necessary to turn to that other body of theologically 

ciinservative Presbyterians, whom Farris has described as those who 

s i r n p ! ~  wantled ~ludiluted, orthodox theology iq its Presbyterian form. 

A ]  t!-ir-)uqi? lie c ? i c 7  11c;rL tell. us exactly who these people were, 

references to Jc~hn Gibson Inkster and Jonathan Goforth in this 

category lead one to assume thatkin large measure he had in mind 

tilose who were called Fundamentalists. Anglo-Saxon evangelicalism 

was profvund1.y irlfluenced by the Awakening of 1-857-60 and its after- 

math. Sometimes c x l l e d  the Shop-Keepers ' Revival, or the Prayer- 

Meetlriq i~evixt:i.i., i ts  first characteristic was 1-ay-led, 

i r i  t.erclznomj na ti orla1 prayer meetings. These initial manifestations 

wcic f:,i?os(reb ill; d great movement of the laicization and democrat-iza- 

t lc-)n of A;~c;i.u-Sa~:>il Christianity. With D. L. Moody, the lay 

ev,lrlqel  st , ;II i t.s i t l O ~ 1 3  prominent individual figure, the movemenl. 



expressed i4tself in manifold outreach activities at home and 

overseas with..social concern seen as -an inevitable accompaniment. 

participation or even exposure to such a vital form of evangelical- 

ism frequently had an impact on Confessionalism, weaning it away 

from some of its distinctives, and bringing much of it back into 

closer contact with mainstream evangelicalism. But by 1880 

evangelicalism was beginning to feel the pressure of liberalism. Not 

only was it an external threat this time, but many of the ablest of 

the younger generation, who had been raised in the evangelical 

milieu, were finding aspects of liberalism alluring. As a result, 

those who wished to retain evangelicalism ha& to mount their 

defenses. Strict Confessionalism did not appear to be the answer, 

so a new response to liberalism emerged which reflected the era 

from which it came to birth and which came to be known as 

Fundamentalism. 

Fundamentalism existed in most Presbyterian denominations, including 
. , 

the Presbyterian Church in Canada. It valued the basic orthodoxy of 

the Westminister Confession of ~aith and tended to think of the 

Bible in terms of verbal inspiration. The Fundamentalists were not 
I * 

stridently denominational - in fact, they often felt very much at 
home in the interdenominational world of evangelistic campaigns and 

Faith Missions - an ecumenicalism which they saw as a major 
opponent of liberalism. There was, however, one area of newness 

in the arsenal of the Fundamentalists, and that was premillennialism. 

Almost to a man, whether Presbyterian or not, they believed that a 

good deal of the lack of resistance to liberalism in evangelicalism 



stemmed from, such an optimistic, postmillenarian eschatology, with 

its attendant .triumphalisf ic ph~lo60phy of history, that people 

could not even see danger when it sta&d them in the face, and thus 

they were overcome before they knew'wliat had hit them. Premillen- 

nialism, on the other hand, developed a very literalistic 

hermeneutic which flowed naturally if not necessarily out of verbal 

inspiration. It posited a somber philosophy of history flowing on 

to the consummation, in which Christians ought to be prepared for 

the worst before Christ would return personally and manifest His 

victory in subduing all His enemies and theirs,and which explained 

the difficult days that evangeli&ali6m 'was encountering. *' By the 

1880s the Age of Romanticism was largely gone, so the past was not 

seen as holding the pattern for the'-p$&sent. The hope lay in the 

future, which was more in keeping with mainstream evangelicalism, 

but in a future once removed, for it was only after the Second 

Advent that the victory of Christ would in any major way be 

manifested. There was very little 'now' in cGnnection with the 

Kingdom of Christ; it was almost entirely 'not yet'. At the same 

time, the prospect of the near return of Jesus Christ bred 
. 

apocalyptic hope which anticipated a pouring out of the Holy Spirit 

before the Second Coming. 

Perhaps as good a place as any to start in considering this group 

of evangelical conservatives, who in the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada may best be described as proto-Fundamentalists, since they 

did not usually proceed to some of the more extreme positions with 



which the substantive term is frequently associated, is Knox Church, 

Toronto. ~ f t &  all, Henry Martyn parsons, surely one of the first 
C 

premillenarians in Canadian presbyterian history, came as minister 

to Knox in 1880, and among many emph&s, may particularly be 

remembered for the way in which he' drew the congregation into his 

concern for worldwide missions. 26 Then he was followed at the turn 

of this century by A. B. Winchester, a Chinese missionary working 

under the Presbyterian Church in Canada in Victoria, B.C., whose 

ministry was long remembered for its spiritual power. Although it 

may not be valid to draw too strict a division between Confessional 

and proto-Fundamentalist evangelical Presbyterians, it is 

instructive that while the former would be pinning their hopes on 

the Old Princeton, and later Westminister, Winchester was busily 

engaged in the years just prior to 1925 in participating in the 

establishment of a theological seminary in which premillennialism 

would be an article of faith, in Dallas, Texas. 27 

To realize that this proto-Fundamentalist viewpoint was considered 

an authentic strand of Canadian Presbyterianism in 1925, it is only 

necessary to remind ourselves that on the fateful evening of June 9, 
I 

the 'Rump' Assembly met at midnight in Knox, where for two hours 
, *-6 

the minister, the Orcadian Scot, ~ b h n  ~ibson Inkster, commonly 

referred to as 'Jock', had been in his element leading a prayer 

meet ing. 2 0  Knox ' s commitment to conservative theology in its 

Calvinistic expression was also evidenced when Inkster, seconded 

by the great missionary, Jonathan Goforth, who also had strong . 



Knox Church ties, moved that 'this assembly desires publicly to 

reaffirm its faith in our ancient and historic standards - The 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the Westminister Confession 

of Faith, and the Longer and Shorter Catechism, ' 29  At the same time, 

to make its position unequivocal, Knox Session under Inkster had a 

Platform of Principles printed at the beginning of the Annual Report, 

sharpening up their commitment to certain beliefs which were the 

objects of contemporary theological debate. 
30 

Closely associated with Knox Church was Toronto Bible College, a 

type of educational institution which Fundamentalists saw as 
. , 

invaluable for the maintenance and propagation of orthodox 
a . .  -:A,! 

Christianity and which had a special place in training candidates for .. i 
the last, great, missionary thrust. John McNicol was principal of 

TBC from 1906 - 1946, and he continued to have a major influence for 
the remaining decade 05 his life, at least in part because of the 

serious ill health of his successor and fellow-Presbyterian, J. B. 

Rhodes. McNicol., a native of Ottawa, and graduate of the University 

of Toronto and Knox College, closely identified himself and his 

school with Knox Church, although he was always unquestionably his 

own man. 31 He was assistant to A. B...Ylinchester until Winchester 

became Minister Extra Muros in 1920, and thereafter was a lifelong 

elder of Knox, virtually bringing TBC into its parish when it was 

moved to Spadina Avenue in 1928. McNicol was a Council Member of 

the China Inland Mission and the Sudan Interior Mission, two large 

Faith Missions, as well. Where he particularly showed his own mind 



was in the way in which he rejected some of the more extreme forms 

of premillenarianism, expressed in his booklet, Fundamental But Not 

~ispensa,tional, and perhaps most of all in his particular stress 

on the Holy Spirit. In this area McNicol insisted that all corporate 

decisions of student committees and the Board be arrived at by a 

consensus given by the Holy Spirit and that student conduct be 

governed not so much by comprehensive 'kules but sensitivity to the 

Spirit. In this way, McNicol was probably saying what Pentecosta- 

lism was emphisizing in another manner at the'same time; namely, 

that error can best be defeated and truth maintained when there is 

a charismatic dimension to the witness. While the one stressed the 

power of the Spirit, the other emphasized the organic community 

produced and maintained by the same Spirit - both containing a 
reality which was seen as self-authenticating. 

I si 

During the Inter-War period, with McNicol in full charge, Toronto 

Bible College rose to a full-time enrollment of 380. Over 200 

students during McNicolts principalship proceeded to ordination, 

fulfilling the requirements for their respective communions, many 

of these being Presbyterians. So it is impossible to travel very 

far in Ontario Presbyterianism without meeting lay persons and 

ministers and their wives who did not have some training at TBC 

or OBC as it now is.32 And the same people very often express 

appreciation for Knox Church and identify themselves with its 

approach. 



Another constituent in this proto-Fundamentalist conservatism was 

a contingent of Irish Presbyterians. Although a significant 

section of Irish Presbyterianism, particularly west of the Ban 

river, never seems to have been too enthusiastically evangelical, in 

the eastern part of the province of Ulster, conservative evangeli- 

calism was preponderant from the 1840's to the earlier twentieth. 

century. Gradually shifting from a form of Confessionalism to a 

more mainstream evangelical position in the later nineteenth century, 

the inroads of liberalism were evident even in eastern Ulster early in 

the twentieth century. Fundamentalism was present among some of 

the ministers of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, but the move- 

ment came into its own during the upheavals in Ireland 

associated with partition. A significant Christian Awakening 

developed among lay people in the early twenties led 'by P.W. 

Nicholson. 3 3  Many of these young converts migrated to Canada to 

escape the 'troubles' of their day, add in Toronto Cooke's Church 

became the spiritual home of many. In Vancouver, Dr. Esler, who 

had once been at Cooke's, drew many of these fellow-countrymen of 

his around him in Robertson Church. And in his report to the 

Record after Union, as he reported on virtually the only congregation -- 

to remain Presbyterian in Vancouver, he appropriately expressed his 

own and the congregation's sentiments: 'Our people feel that they 

must set themselves to Gospel Evangelism as never before. ' 3 4  So 

it is not inappropriate that his daughter Pauline should have been 

deaconess at Knox, Toronto, for many years. On the east coast the 

same emphasis was represented in Nova Scotia by another Irishman, 

Joseph Cathcart, of whom it was said that 'he was a devout man. 



AS a pastor, he was faithful, and as a preacher, he was highly 

evangelical. v 3 5  And in maintaining the succession, his daughters 

are married to Neil J. McLean, for many years minister of Sydney 

Mines, and to Wallace Whyte of West Hill, Toronto. 

This same type of evangelical conservatism appeared at places on the 

Prairies as well, and with strong Bible School links. The district 

of Coleville in western Saskatchewan,,which produced the Farris 

family and others of note in Canadian Presbyterianism, was largely 

maintained after Union by a lay preacher named Joseph Brent, who 

was a graduate of Moody Bible Institute. He was so highly regarded 

that in his old age he was ordained and appointed principal of the 

largely abortive Presbyterian Leadership Training School in Medicine 

Hat. Parkview Church, Saskatoon, was closely associated with the 

Saskatoon Bible Institute, with Mr. Nixon, the principal, being an 

active member of the congregation. And in the dust-bowl of south- 

western Saskatchewan, in the hamlet of Pambrun, an Irish Presbyterian 

farmer named Dickson gave a building and land for what became 

known as the Millar Memorial Bible Institute. 36 One of the local 

families active in the Presbyterian congregation and the Bible 

Institute were the Theobalds, and when Clare McGill, the future 

missioriary to Taiwan, arrived one year as a summer missionary, he 

met his future wife, Grace Theobald. And when the Dicksons began 

to move from Pambrun, as almost everyone would do, it was quite 

natural that they would be found worshipping in Bridlewood Church, 

Toronto, and Fairview Church, Vancouver. 



A study such as this would have no claim to anything like 

completeness without some reference to the above-mentioned Fairview. 

A number of Presbyterians had been converted and revitalized in 

their faith by the evangelistic campaign conducted by French Oliver 

of Moody Bible Institute in Vancouver in 1917. Among the 

minorities that coalesced to form Fairview in 1925 were a number 
-? " 

who had been caught up in the Oliver movement, and when they began 
J 

to search for a minister they thought of a man they had come to 
I 

know well. Walter Ellis was an Englishman who had graduated from 

Wycliffe, Toronto. He proceeded to graduate studies at the 

University of Toronto in Semitics where J. F. McCurdy invited him 

to become an associate at the School of Archaeology in Cairo. 37 

An invitation, however, to teach at Latimer House, Vancouver, an 

Anglican theological college, claimed his interest. He taught 

for five years but was out of a job when Latimer House and St. 

Jude's College united to form the Anglican Theological College. 

This event transpired not long before the Oliver campaign, and when 

one of the outgrowths was the ~ancouver Bible School, Ellis was 

asked to become principal. His Thursday night lectures on the 

International Sunday School Lesson were particularly famous, with 

Christian workers form across Vancouver in attendance, including 

many of the founders of Fairview. So they asked him to become a 

Presbyterian and become their minister, to which he consented, on 

condition that he could remain princip61 of VBS as well, thus holding 

both positions until his death in -1944; And the Church and the 

Bible School had an even closer relation than Knox, Toronto, and. 

1 TBC . 
I 



Walter Ellis and John McNicol maintained very close ties. The 

Vancouver School followed the TBC curriculum and organizational 

structure, and Ellis was invited on one occasion to join the TBC 

faculty. Although a premillenarian, Ellis like McNicol opposed its 

dispensational form. He also found great satisfaction in close links 

with the China Inland Mission. Although many of the VBS graduates , 

became missionaries, and particularly-with the C.I.M., Ted McPhee was 

one who became a Presbyterian minister And Mr. Ellis' son Ted, * t  \ 

although not a VBS graduate, became an ordained Presbyterian minister 

and a missionary in Taiwan. 

Just as evangelical Confessionalism had constant difficulty in main- 

taining itself in the Presbyterian Church in Canada, so did the 

proto-Fundamentalists, although they had no major links with other 

countries which would allow them to retreat at will. But when it 

dawned on them t ha t  whatever the maintenance of the Presbyterian Church 

in Canada had meant, it did not mean victory for proto-Fundamentalism, 

then they were a chastened and sorry lot indeed. In fact, after World 

War 11, there we're signs that this strand of Canadian Presbyterianism 

might be coming to the end of its days. Although the more intensely 

Fundamentalist Bible institutes were experiencing unprecedented growth 

in the post-War era, the quiet conservatism of McNicol, Ellis and 

Nixon seemed doomed. The Saskatoon Bible Institute went out of 

existence in the early fifties, Vancouver Bible School ceased to 

operate in 1956 - only to be resuscitated a couple of years later by 
the Swedish Baptists - and Toronto Bible College began a lengthy 

i 

slide in e~rol l rnent .  Some congregations began to have obvious 



1 difficulty, notably Cooke's in Toronto and Robertson in Vancouver, 
t 

which may at. ieast in part indicate how difficult it was for 

staunchly conservative Irish Presbyterianism to turn cultural 

corners in a new land. The shift of many young potential leaders 

from this attachment to Bryden's almost charismatic neo-orthodoxy 

1 was also a severe blow. But the end was not yet, for in the 1950s 

and early 1 9 6 0 ~ ~  a new group of young,conservatives began to emerge, 

most graduating from Knox. Canadian,,born, 3aised and educated, 

not unduly concerned about millenarianism, some of them have turned 
f 

l out to be among the most effective pastors in the Presbyterian 

I Church in Canada. So the conservative tradition has continued. 
I 
j 

! In recent years, the two strands of conservative evangelicalism 
Z 

1 in the Presbyterian Church in Canada have been joined by a very 
i 

1 sma I 1 Char isrnat i c presence. Although conservatism may appear 
1 
1 
.4 relat.lvely homogeneuus, there are strains and stresses between the 
! 

I various conservative strands. One instance of this occurred in 

I Fairview Church, Vancouver, in the 1970s, when a Confessional 

/ minister, through emphasizing his distinctives, quickly reduced the 1 
i 

i congregation to a fraction of its former self. Although the 

j congregation is n o w  decimated, it is much happier with a minister 
! 

from the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, much closer to its own 

1 brand of conservatism. At the same time, there are signs of a 

i 
4 

growing together among conservatives. Decline in millenarian 

/ i n t e r e s t  on the part of some, a moderate and intelligent charismatic 
! 
k emphasis 011 the part; of others, and a greater amount of ministerial 
P 



training in Canada, with the inevitable accompaniment of 

commitment to Canada and the Presbyterian Church in Canada, all 

point in this direction. Events at Cote des Neiges Church, Montreal, 

have pointed in this direction, until this quiet, conservative 

congregation in recent months has been thrust unexpectedly and 

uncharacteristically into the headlines of Canadian Presbyterianism. 

After the ministry of a Westminister Seminary man, and another 

from the Free Church of Scotland, a4&nister who had grown up in 

Fairview Church, Vancouver, was there for fifteen years. Now a 

young minister with his roots in the 'congregation of St. Andrew's 

Sherbrooke, has been called. As a graduate of Presbyterian College, 

Montreal, he might be thought of as one who would lead the 

congregation further and healthily in the direction of an indigenous 

Canadian conservative Presbyterianism. But this depends on the 

Presbytery of Montreal and the Judicial Commission of the General 
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Catherine Winkworth, 

An Intellectual Evangelical 

Robe r t Wi lson 

Consildering the volume of her hymns translated from the 

German, the quality of her scholarship, the durability of her 

reputation for over a century, Ca1herine Winkworth must be 

regarded as having had extraordinary talent. When we include 

other facets of her wide ranging interests-schemes to aid the 

poor, higher education for women, her distinction as a writer 

in fields other than hymn translation-the appraisal of extraordina·ry 

talent must be raised to one of creative distinctLon. When. with 

these varied abilities we consider the excellence of her intellectual 

capacity suffused wi1ha devoutness of faith, tempered by reason 

and 'tolerance we recognize that Miss Winkworth was remarkable 

not only in accomplishment but in character. Even today, when 

the resurgence of evangelical Christianity is so frequently marred 

by an excessive and rigid conservatism marked by anti-intellectuali sm, 

Catherine Winkworth is an appealing personality. The purpoae 

of this paper is to examine the career of Catherine Winkworth, 

briefly to assess her omtribution to English hymnody and to look 

at some of tt\e irsons who ahaped the outlook of this truly remarkable 

woman. 

Catherine Winkworth was and has remained accepted as the 
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foremost translator of 'the German hymn. John Wesley's translations 

are frequently more poetic but Winkworth's are closer to the 

original. Certainly she outstripped Wesley in volume, she translated 

at least three hundred and eighty-four. Even today her hymns 

are wida_y used. The Book of Praise of the Presbyterian Church 

in Canada, for example, includes eleven of her translations. 

The most popular are probably "Praise to the Lord .the A'ltnighty"(Neander) 

"Now Thank We All Our Got"(Rinkart), "Deck Thyself My Soul With 

Gladness"( Franck) , "Now All the Woods Are Sleeping"(Gerhardt). 

"Now Thank We All Our God" is so established as part of 

our heritage that no occasion of national thanksgiving in the 

English speaking world would be complete wittlout the singing 

of ·this magnificent hymn. All of these hymns are so felicitous 

in nir expression as to be among the greatest in our language. 

Erik Routley, a distinguished hymnologist, has described them 

as " ••• great irreplaceable hymns"1 

Secondly, Winkworttl's interest and work for higher education 

for women is reflected not only in her translation of 

The Life of Miss Sieve kill& but res•lted in the founding of 

University College, Bristol University. On her death her friends 

endowed a scholarship in her name. This achievement is mentioned 

on her memorial in Bristol Cathedral. 2 
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Thirdly, her generosity of spirit to others working in her 

field, her tolerance .for thoee with whom she disagreed in theolou. 

her devotion to social causes and her intellectual discipline 

make her a uniquely likeable mid-Victorian. She remained a devout 

member of the Church of England, even when other members of her 

family embraced Unitarianism. Yet when she wrote on matters 

of faith her views, although clearly evangelical, reveal a profound 

respect for the intellectual integrity of others -an attitude 

profoundly differing from the inflexibility of contemporaries 

who would have been considered "liberal". 

The persons who influenced her development and thought whom 

we shall consider in this paper are, James Martineau, William 

and Elizabeth Gaskell, and Chevalier Bunsen. In his day James 

Martineau was a distinguished theologian and a significant philosopher. 

His challenge to the concept that Scripture must be the sole 

basis of our knowledge of divine Truth was shocking even to his 

Unitarian colleaguea. 

William Gaskell, a scholarly Unitarian minister whose sense 

of style in English prose was so strong that he did not hesitate 

to correct the letters of his more distinguished wife, the 

novelist Elizabeth Gaekell. His lessons in English composition 

and translation from German poetry undoubtably enhanced Oatherine'a skill 

as a translator. 

Mrs Gaskell proved a good friend to Catherine ,providing 

the support d a kind-hearted, intelligent and mature companion. 

One can hardly imagine a more etable person than Elizabeth Gaskell. 

On first meeting the Winkworth sisters were overawed by her reputation 

and her intellectual attainments. In the end "Lily" (Mrs Gaskell's 
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nickname) charmed them by the astuteness and humour of her observations 

of human nature. Her contact with the literary world led to 

their presentation to this 8ociety. Charlotte Bronte, Mrs Carlyle, 

James and Harriet Martineau and the Chevalier Bunsen were all 

introctuced to Catherine by tne Gaekells. 

Gaskell and Martineau, Winkworth's teachers, were responsible 

for rorming her 8eMiblity to the niceties of German and Eng!isn 

and, above all, ror giving the young Victorian a breadth of outlook 

sharply in con~raet with our stereotype of the mid-nineteenth 

century wonan. 

In the field of her specialization, the German hymn, Catherine 

was advised by an illustrious scholar the Chevalier Bunsen. 

Forgotten today, he was in t.ae first sixty years of the nineteenth 

century regarded as one of the most astu~e and skilled diplomatists 

in Europe because of his role in the development of Prussian/Papal 

relations. A man ot great talent as lawyer, historian anct phi101og1st, 

he wae a true cosmopo11tan, equally at home in Berlin, Rome or 

London. As a lay theologian his respect for tradition and faith 

was always counterposed to the new ratio~alstic approach. At 

heart he was a humanist in the tradition of Schiller and Goethe. 

Matthew Arnold said of him, 

I have seen men as holy, as amiable, as able, 
but I never knew one who was all three in so 
extraordinary a degree, and combined · · 
with a knowledge of all things, new and old 
sacred and profane, so rich, so accurate, 

so profound that I never knew it equalled 
or approached by any man.' 
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With such credentials it is little wonder that he was Queen 

Victoria's personal choice as Prussian ambassador to the Court 

of St . James. Would that his equal should arise to lead diplomatic 

iniatlves today. 

Catherine WinKwortn•~ ~oc1a~ concerns seem substanially 

to have been influenced by the practical work of Frederic 

Denis Maurice and to a lesser degree by Charles Kingsley. Both 

were vigorous supporters of social justice for whom the gospel had 

to have application as well as theology. 

Perhaps the moat profound influence on Catherine Winkworth'a 

life, next to her mother, was that of her gifted sister Susanna. 

They worked together as collaborators at first but later, as they 

developed separate areas of interest, they grew independent. 

Nevertheless throughout 1heir lives they were always in touch 

and their correspondence deals not only with their literary and 

social interests but is frequently a searching exchange of their 

spiritual concerne. 

Susanna had a brilliant and inquirin~ mind but lacked the 

independence of tllught that was her sister's. She worshipped 

those whose intellect she admired and seems to have been less 

able objectively to evaluate them in terms of her own intellectual 

analysis than was Catherine. 

Catherine, the fourth daughter of Henry ','v'inkworth was born 

on September lJ, 1827 in London. Her father was a substantial 

though not wealthy silk manufacturer and an ardent evangelical 

member of the Church of England. His father, the Reverend William 

Winkworth as incumbent of St. Saviour's (Southwark) had been a 

close friend of the great leaders of the Evangelical movement, 
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William Romaine, Richard Cecil, John Newton and Roland. It is 

interesting that all of these were hymn writers and indeed hymns 

seemed to have had a special place in the Winkworth houeehold. 

Her maternal grandfather Stephen Dickenson was a staunch 

adherent to Evangelical doctrine as a strongly Calvinistic 

dis senter, He had been turned out of his father's home for his 

theological views and with his brother became a disciple of 

George Whitefield and later joined the chapel of the Countess of 

Huntington at Tunbridg~ .Wells. The brothers were pillars of the 

chapel. Susanna describes them as "men of ardent piety and 

consistent lives" and recalls their concern for family wor~hip. 

Hymn s inging was their constant recreation when the work of the 

day was over,6 

Catherine's mother shared husband's zeal and instructed 

her children in the catechism and the hymns of Isaac Watts. 

Her time was devoted to developing both the spiritual life 

and intellectual capacity of her children. Susanna recounts, 

Thus it will be seen that our childhood 
was passed in the warmest atmosphere of 
Evangelical devotion and our earliest heroes 
were all the great missionaries or preachers. 

While still quite children we. were sometimes 
taken to three services on Sunday besides 
teaching in the Sunday School and a missionary 
meeting at Exeter Hall was the greatest 
delight of our lives. 8 

As a child Catherine was delicate and indeed poor health 

plagued her throughout her life, She was precocious and 

had learned to read by the age of three. 
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Mr and Mrs .winkworth moved to Manchester taking Catherine 

and the other children except Susanna with them. The transfer 

to Manchester wa3 to be of great eignificance. While physically, 

at a slightly earlier period, it may have been depressing if Mre 

Gaskell's description in North and South is to be taken literally, 

at the time of the Winkworth's stay there it had become a city 

of nanufacturers who were certainly affluent and were willing 

and financially able to support culture and a stimulating 

intellectual milieu. 

It boasted as residents James and Harriet Martineau -two 

of the most incisive minds in England. It was the home of Elizabeth 

Gaskell who had already achieved fame as a novelist and wri ter 

of short stories. It was graced by Sir Charles Halle founder 

of the orchestra which still bears his name. 

The society of Manchester was typical of Victorian England . 

Frequently relig ioue beliefs lead to social alienation. The 

Evangelicals did not mix with the Unitarians and the exponents 

of the High Church. The Winkworth sisters tended to move in 

Unitarian circles due partially to the influence of Gaskell and 

Martineau but essentially because they found the Unitarians more 

stimulating . Individuals of thP. Established Church might have 

had a higher level of intellect, but Unitarians were more perceptive. 9 

Many German merchants who had established themselves in 

the cloth industry of Manchester, although not Unitarian in 

doctrine, attended the Unitarian Chapels because of the superior 

preaching. 

This distain for the intellectual capacity of members of 

the Es tablished Church and especially its High Church branch 
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was not limited to Manchester society. Charlotte Bronte confided 

to her close friends Catherine Winkworth and Elizabeth Gaskell 

that Mr Nicholls, her fiance, was certainly her intellectual 

inferior " ••• he is a Puseyite and very stiff. I ·fear that it 

will stand in the way of my intercourse with some of my friends." 9 

There is more than a suggestion that the theology of Pusey was 

antithetical to intellectual vigour. In the first month of their 

s tay in Manche~ter Catherine became " ••• a companion to her mother, 

almost from babyhood a relation which certainly. stimulated 

a t once the natural prococity of the child and also the natural 

goodness of ther disposition."lO 

As her daughter's first governess Mrs Winkworth was an im­

portant influence. Susanna recounts "The doctrines taught were 

thos e of the Calvinistic Evangelical School of Newton, Romaine, 

Toplady. 1111 This austere interpretation of the Gospel was tempered 

by the mother's emphasis on the love of God. "In fact she was 

not altogether so strict and logical a Calvinist as many of her 

religious friends thought she shoul.dbe and sometimes she got 

into disgrace a~ a consequence."12 

By 1841 the family was united in Manchester. Susanna writes 

"Emily and I too were greatly rejoicing tl).at our sadly interrupted 

education was to be resumed in the most delightful manner possible 

by lessons by Mr Gaskell."13 The choice of a Unitarian minister 

to educate the daughters of an evangelical family is strange. 

I'erhaps with the death of his wife Winkworth could not say "no" 

t o his daughters. He certainly had grave reservation not only 

about the teacher but also about the subject matter of the instruc t i on . 



He was apt to think the more solid 
studies on which we were bent rather 

superfluous, fearing in his heart I 
believe, both that they should lead 
lead us into unsafe regions of speculation 
and that they should put us out of 
sympathy with the society in which we 
found ourselves. Both fears were by 

14 no means groundless. 
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Indeed Catheri ne alone of the Winkworth daughters reta ined her 

allegiance to the Church of England. The others became closely 

identified with Unitarianism. 

When Catherine was fourteen she and her s i sters Susanna, 

Selina and Emily attended a series of l ec tures on astronomy given 

by a Mr Wallis. He was a sympathetic teacher who offered to 

review the girls' notes to ensure that they had unde~stood the 

sub ject matter. So brilliant were those of Catherine that Wallis 

felt she had copied from her sisters. On one occasion s he was 

~l one at the lecture. The notes were precise and correct. Convinc ed 

of their originality he spoke to her, "My dear child, do you 

know that God has given you very remarkable abilities ? Proceeding 

with a solemn little lecture on her responsibilities to the talent 

thus committed to her charge, a lecture she never forgot ."15 

The death of her mother must have been a severe loss to 

this brilliant and sensitive child who learned so much of love 

and tolerance in the example of her mother's life and held a 

firmly founded faith based on her teacni ng . 

In 1845 Winkworth remarried. Eliza Leyburn was a warm, 

understanding woman who felt an almost child-like pleasure in 
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marrying into a family with literary promise, Although she lacked 

the intellectual rigour of Catherine's mother she warmly supported 

the work of her brilliant step-children who returned her 

affection although Catherine was drawn very close to her father 

in later years. We may safely assume that Eliza Winkworth 

supported the liberalizing attitudes instilled by the first Mrs 

Winkworth. 

Shortly after her father's remarriage Catherine 

went on an extended visit to an aunt in Dresden, The period 

was important as it gave opportunity to widen her interest in 

music and art. It also was important because she was exposed 

to German rationalism. 

On her return to England she found her early beliefs had 

been rudely shattered by her exposure to the works of Goethe 

and had left her "much inclined to replace them by _the worship 

of art and culture."1P James Martineau helped Catherine to 

re-establish her faith. Probably with reluctance her father 

allowed his daughters to enroll in classes in philosophy and 

logic woth Martineau. It was he who lead her from a "Sturm 

und Drang Periode" into an incisive system of logic. She remained 

grateful to him thDughout her lire. 17 (Today James Martineau's 

reputation has been overshadowed by that of his brilliant although 

erratic sie~er ttarriet. She appears to have had little influence 

orr the sisters who found her overbearing and harsh, a Yiew 

shared by Elizabeth Gaskell who resented her niggling interference 

in the writing of the biography of Charlotte Bront~.) 18 

Througholt a long and intimate friendship Martineau was kind 

and underetanding, and always supportive of the literary efforts 
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of both his brilliant pupils. While he did not provide guidance 

or direct criticism his enthusiastic re·ception of The Lyra Germanica 

must, for example, have given satisfaction to Catherine. 

Despite her respect for Martineau not only as a philosopher 

but as a true Christian her sister assessed hl8 influence as 

follows , 

••• Nevertheless, I do not think she at 
anytime adopted Mr Martineau's view with 
regard to Christian doctrine or teaching of 
Scripture and certainly when oy degrees her 
notions of theology grew clearer, and firmer 
i nto forms of thought more or less resembl ing 
those held by such men as Maurice, Hare, 
Kingsley or Baldwin. 19 

Susanna seems rather to have overlooked the profound differenoes 

between her· •s\.Bter's theology and that of either Maurice or Kingsley. 

It was their love tor God translated into social action that 

drew her rathe: than any doctrinal considerations. 

On the other had the rigom;sof Martineau's logic always 

attracted even if it did not always convfnce. The respect of 

the s i sters was expressed by Susanna in a letter to Catherine 

dated March 16, 1857. " ••• What is new that cannot be traced 

to other sources than Christianity. If only one could do it! 

But Mr Martineau can."20 

From Gaskell and Martineau Catherine had received an excellent 

grounding, the one gave her discipline of thought , the other 

refinement of literary skills. It is interesting that Gaskell 

assigned his students German poems to translate into English, 

Both girls developed great co,npetency in his classroom. 

l 
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Susanna reports ",,,she Catherin! had always succeeded well 

with the translation of German poetry which Mr Gaskell required 

of his pupils."21 Catherine was fully aware of her and Susanna 's 

ability. In a letter of April 9, 1851 to Susanna she writes 

"I am reading Oxenford's translation of Eckermann's Conversations 

with Goethe an extraordinarily interesting book, but the translation 

not a bit better nor eo good as we could do •• ,It h&s rather 
22 encouraged me." 

Gaskell, the schoolmaster/critic continued his intereet 

and proposed improvements and corrections to The Lyra Germanica. 
' 2J "Mr Gaekell has found no end of faults for me ••• " Catherine 

showed her gratitude by including hie translation of Luther's 

"Ein feste Burg" in the eecond edition of .The Lyra, Catherine 

had always felt ill at ease with the rougher metres of Luther's 

hymns. Her forte was the hymnody of the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries. 

Dr Martineau, writing to Catherine on October 6, 185), makes an 

interesting comment on what is the essential excellence of her 

translations. 

It is easy to see at once that your translation 
introduces them@erman hymnfilto the English reader 
with the least possible drawback from passing 
out of their own language. The difficulty 
of naturalizing them · arises, I think, less 
from the mere interposition of a foreign 
medium than from a fundamental difference of 
national feeling in regards to religion. The 
extreme inwardness of 'the German Christian 
sentiment appears to the English a little 
sickly and unreal. The more descriptive 



or historical hymns of our own country 
seem to Germane painfully anthropomorphic 
and usually deficient in a close personal 
appropriation of the life and death of the 
Redeemer. A better eervice cannot be 
rendered than such a ~ediation between the 
two, as your volume tends to effect. 24 
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Her comprehension of the German spirit was recognized by 

Bunsen, himself at ease in both cultures. Acknowledging Catherine'e 

dedication of The Lyra Germanica to him he wrote, 

• \I • Mein Liebes Fraulein W1nkworth,-Das Herz 
treibt mich Ihnen Deutsch zu reden, da 
eie mir meine deutschen Lieblingslieder, . ' . die heiligen Gesange meines Volkes so 
herrlich verstanden und wiedergegeben haben. 
Ich danke Ihnen aleo doppelt fur Ihre freundliche 
Zueingnung, es ist mir eine wahre Ehre und 
Freude meinen Namen mit einem so gelungenen Werke 
verbunden zu sehn. Meine Frau und Tochter . , ,, 
theilen meine Bewunderung dafur, und grussen 
Sie herzlich. Ich habe auch andere Beweise, 
wie sehr fromme englische Christenseelen sich 
daran erbauen, als an einem Nationalwerke. 
Das Buch wird seinen Weg machen. Ihre Vorerinnerungen 

" sind sehr zweckma8eig und klar ... 
Da haben Sie mein Angebinde fur eine 

zweite oder vierte oder zehnte Ausgabe! 

•• * * 

BUNSEN. 25 
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Bunsen's feeling that these hymns would become regarded as national 

worlal was extremely prescient. Certainly "Now Thank We All 

Our God" is clearly as much a part of the English religious 

patrimony as of the German. That many of "the eymns have become 

a part of a joint Christian heritage is certainly an important 

aspect of their significance. 

In the mid nineteenth century tolerance was rare, ecumenicity 

unheard of. The evangelicals did not mingle with the high 

church. The dissenting chapels went their own way. Roman Catholics 

were universRlly distrusted if not disliked by all protestant 

groups. Even a man with the tolerance of Bunsen could argue 

about the uniqueness of German theology. Responding to Susanna's 

i nterest in the Deutsche Theologie he wrote, "Only dear friend 

go forward on this path and a greater light will arise for you 

upon Christ and Christianity than is contained in any Englis h 

fo r mularies whatever."26 Maurice indicates the same nationalistic 

att itude. Writing to Susanna and having commended her for not 

attempt ing to nun-Germanize" the Zeichen der Zeiten he cont i nues, 

In spite of Mr Bunsen's long residence in 
England, of his English life, and of all the 
relations into which has entered with Englishmen, 
I do not know of anyone who is so little capable 
of placing himself in our points of view, or of 
seeing things not only as we do see them, but as, 
by the laws which God has imposed upon us, we must 
see them. 27 

Ev i dently man was made in the image of God, but the casting of 

an Englishman was less flawed than others. 



••• and you have therefore done a good to Ger many 

and England, as well as an honour to your author, 
in exhibiting him strictly as a German patri ot, 

strong when he has hie foot upon his own so i l, 
very weak, as I venture to think when he tries 
to lay down laws for others. 28 

We are not emphasizing Maurice becau3e he was more biased 

t han the rest. The opposite is true . This wae a man regar ded 

as tolerant and liberal, a model of br·oad-mindedness. Again 

in 1856 , writing to Sueanna he s ays 

Because I see this tendency ~ualisfil so prevalen t 
among us, becauee I see how the nature of the 
Father and the Son are set in direc t contradiction, 
therefore I feel the assertion of their essential 
and eternal unity in one spirit to be the bus i ness 
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of my life. There is nothing else I have t o maintain 
it, in God'e strength and by hi s sp irit we mus t be 
at war with all sects and we may be instruments of 
bringing about the true peace which shall come when 
they are extinguished. 29 

Such intolerance wae repugnant to both sisters. Susanna 

seems to have espoused a kind of Unitarianism which is always 

coloured by memories of her Evangelical childhood. Catherine , 

except for the the one adolescent lapse from orthodoxy in Dresden , 

stayed close to her church and the teaching of her par ent s. 

Yet she appreciated and admired many aspects of the thought of 

those whose theology she rejected. With Maurice she co~ld not 

agr ee when he insisted that only those baptized i n the Angl ican 

ri te could be saved. For her salvat ion rested in the love of 

God and the redemptive work of Christ. Yet she admired Maurice ' s 
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work as founder of the Working Men's College and his efforts 

to raise the level of the poor. His work was the model for her 

own efforts in the field of education for women. 

Her respect for the social views of Kingsley is expressed 

in a letter of November 1850 to Susanna, 

But reading Alton Locke makes one almost dissatisfied 
with oneself and plunges one into doubts which 
so often rise up whether it can be right to 
devote money and time 1X> anything else than 
striving to raise up the poor and ignorant while 
their condition is so wretched.JO 

Kingsely was sincerely respected by the sisters. Catherine 

would certainly have subscribed to the tribute Susanna paid hima 

••• He has been working himself almost to death, 
what with preaching, visiting the sick and 
holding Bible classes for the young, teaching the 
old men of his parish to read and giving 
the young men of his parish English History. 
He must be a glorious man.Jl 

This description of Kinglsey could almost be of Catherine 

i n her later life. She seems to have dropped her literary 

activities and immersed herself in social and educational work . 

Catherine was always a supporter of women seeking a place in 

society but was never a feminist. Writing to Richard Massie 

in 18641 

Many of those who make so much noise about 
"Women's Wor k" nowadays might learn ••• how much 
may be accomplished by quietly embracing any 



opportunity of usefulness opened to the mind 
and making no necessary stir about it.32 

Her formal work was as a governor of the Red Maids School 

fo r underpriveleged women and on the Council of Chettenham 

Ladies College, but her most important work was visiting and 

encouraging people. In 1874 she wro~~ ~o her sister Emma 

expressing her satisfaction woth her accomplishment and her 

frustration with the fact that she has so little time left for 

literary work • 

••• My sort of visiting ••• is arnone young ladies who 
tell me their love affairs and their religious 
doubts and difficulties and lonely middle-aged 
women who tell me their sickn~sses and trouules 
••• But I am often tossed in 111y mind whether a 
l ife in which I neither write books nor Y.isit 
the poor is rightly arranged for a woman who is not 
married nor an invalid ••• However I can't do more 
I think than I do. 

She continues about her formal educational work, 

As to my educational work. I can well see that 
that is likely to take new forms before long , 
which may require much less of my personal work. 
If the new College of Science · and Literature 
is founded at Bristol by next year, our lectures 
and classes may be absorbed into that ••• JJ 

One of the most enthusiastic testimonies to her s uccess 

as a visitor came from an old man, "Why you could not find a 

single thing in the newspapers that she did not know all about 
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it, I'd liefer listen to her than go to the public house."34 

Moderate in her thought and action it was her tact and patience 

that brought success to her efforts in eaucation. She avoided 

engendering opposition. The idea of educating girls was so 

revolutionary that any failure or public criticism might have 

endangered the whole project, Th.a~ she succeeded is demon:atrat ed 

by the invitation she received to be one of a delegation of 

t hree from England to a Congress of Women Workers convoked by 

H. R. H, the Grand Duchess of Hesse in 1872, That her prestige 

wa s recognized is clear. "She ffhe Grand Duches!l has commissioned 

me to send her all mannner or higher Educational material for 

the benefit of Germany so I must collect them when I get 

home."35 Despite this international reputation she was angered by 

a reporter in the Daily Telegraph who suggested that the delegates 

had gone in for "Women's Rights" and insisted that "Princess 

Al i ce is no more a 'Woman•s Rights' woman than I am1 1136 

The whole group was singularly unaffected by the contemporary 

sc ientific upheaval that arose from the work of Darwin. Martineau 

and Bunsen were rea.Lty eighteenth century philosophers indeed 

Burs en was the epitome of an encyclopediet. That certainly 

why they have dropped from memory, They were in ma.fiy 

anachronisms and the new science made their work invalid 

or at best of antiqarian interest. Maurice's work w th the 

uneducated poor is of mildly historical interest. Kingsley's 

novels are rarely read outside of the universities, Winkworth•s 

work alone has remained valid and still influential, Her durabil i ty 

i s based on the profound and timeless significance of the works 

s he translated. But quality of thought alone could not have 
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en8ured her continuing popularity, It was the brillance of her 

scholarship, the sensibility of her insight into German and English 

and the broad intuitive search for truth that made it possible 

for her to crea~e an iuiom ~rue ~o ~ne or1g1na~ ana yet harmonious 

to ~ng11sn tnought. 

Winkworth's hymn tranEiations appeared in three separate 

volumes, The Lira Germanica, Hymns for the Sundays, and Chief 

Festivals of Christian Year, the second volume was Lyra Germanica, 

Second Series, The Chri8tian Life, Both of these were essentially 

devotional handbooks for the personal edification of the Christian 

rather than for use in public worship, In 1862 following 

Bunse~s further urging The Chorale Book for England was published, 

Charles Halle, unable to aid in the project himself, recommended 

Sterndale Bennet and later Otto Goldschmidt, husband of Jenny 

Li nd, worked on the selection and adaptation of the great chorale 

tunes. Many of the hymns had to be re-worked so that the metre 

and rhythms of original and translation would accord, It was 

this effort that launched these hymns into the realm of congre­

gational use, The chorale book never became generally accepted 

as did Hymns Ancient and Modern, the first true hymnary for con­

~regational use, Nevertheless it la from this source that 

Winkworth's translations have been picked up by all denominations, 

Most critics would acknowledge that Wesley's translations may 

have been poetically more outstanding, but Winkworth especially 

with The Chorale Book was able to tranplant the spirit of German 

protestantism, evangelical, reformed or pietistic and make of 

i t a significant element of the English tradition. 
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We are grateful for her work, but it is in the context of 

her intellect, of her theological tolerance and sensitivity that 

we recognize the importance of this hymnist. This gifted woman 

by the variety of her intere~ts in the service of God and man 

has much to teach us a hundred and twenty five years later. 

Those who feel that the search for truth is a matter of integrity 

of mind and of devout faith must be grateful to the intellectual 

evangelical who demonstrated the possibility of combining with 

theee attributes a tolerance that allows us to discern truth even 

from those with whom we have no absolute agreement and ..... to 

protest in the Church against that spirit of exclusiveness and 

uncharitableness which is too common among the orthodox of all 

kinds." 36 
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End Notes 

1 Robin A. Leaver, Catherine Winkworth, The Influence of Her 
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Translations on English Hymnody, (St Louis, Concordia Publi shing 

House, 1978) 

M. J. Shaen, ~rials of Two Sisters, Susanna and Catherine 

Winkworth 1 (London, Longrnans, Green and Co,, 1908) 

In Memory of 
CATHERINE WINKWORTH 

Who, in her Lyra Germanica, 
The treasU'res of German sacred poetry, 

Opened a new source of light, consolation, and strength 
In many thousand homes. 

Her works reveal a clear harmonious intellect 
A gift of true poetic insight and expression, 

And the firm Christian faith 
Which was the mainspring of a life 

Rich in tender and affectionate ministration 
And fruitful in various fields of active service. 

Her loss is mourned by all who shared her labour, 
And by the many friends whom death has oereft 

0 her rare sympathy, her wise counsel, 
Her bright companionship, and her unfailing help 

In every time of need. 

To commemorate her work, and to perpetuate 
Her efforts for the better education of women, 

A scholarship, bearing her name, 
Has been founded in University College, Bristol 

By friends who now dedicate this tablet 

p. J JO f. 

Born in London, September l J th, 1827 
Died in Monnetier, Savoy, J uly 1st, 1878 
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"The child has now ite Father seen, 
And feele what kindling love may be, 

And knoweth what those words may mean, 
'Himself, the Father, loveth thee'." 

LYRA GERMANICA 

1 Elizabeth Gaskell, The Letters of Elizabeth Gaskell, J.A.V. Chapple 

and Arthur Pollard (editors), (Manchester, University Pres s, 1966) p . )4 
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looked at it and said it was ~slip-shod'-and seemed to. wish 

me not to send it, but though I felt it was not a part i cularly 

nice letter I thought I would send it, or you would wonder why 

I did not write." 
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5 M. J. Shaen, Memorial to Two Sisters 
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P.FN?Y MlF~ YN PA~SONS 

OF KNOX CP.U~CF. , ~OPON~O 

(1 828-1 913 ) 

by Fcnald Sawatsky 

Ss vcra~ years ago, while reading through the late 

::r-.E'st Sa nde:e :1 • s landmark 

:'unda!I' ~~tc:i,_l::. sm: Bri!i2t £!Il.Q 

s tudy, 

1!ll~.L1.£gn 

1hg .E221.§ 0~ --= 

M:..llenarianismL 

~8 00 · 1 930 , my attentior was caught by the following two 

s?"'!t er ces : 

O~e of tb s long-time leaders of the Niagara 
co~:er ~~ce was ?. s ~ry M. Parso~s (1 828-1913), who 
ssr ved a Pr esbyterian Church in Buffalc , New York, 
dur:ng th~ • 870s a!ld moved tc Knox Presbyterian Church 
:~ ~cront0 ir. the 1 880s . Parsons, who participated in 
almcst all of the Niagara conferences and in many othe r 
co~f~reJces which stemmed from Niagara, was only one of 
many : atadian Presbytgria~ , Baptist, and Anglican 
clcrgyme~ acti ve ~n the ccnference .[ 1] 

~ a fcotn0t~ w~ ich followed , my curicsity was piqued e vet 

f urth~r. 

ctter Ca ~adian partic~pants in th~ Niagara conferer.ces 
w~r e th~ 3sverend Thomas Wardrope , one-t~me mcderator 
c: t~ ~ : a~adian Presbyterian church; the Re verend 

( 1]=r nest ~. Sandeen , The Foots of FyndameDtali.§m: 
gritjs~ a~c 1me rican ~illen2r~~nismL 18Q0-1930. (Grand 
?api ds , Micriga~: Eaker Book Fouse, 1978), p. 142-143. 
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m:' r d . 

f~::~am Ste wart , princ~pal of the ~oronto Bible 
ra~~i rg School ; the Pe verend Mau r ice s . Baldwin, 

b:'s l cp of ?uron ; thE Pe verer.d ~lmore Har r is, and quite 
a 1umbe r o: laymen .[ 2) 

~ ~urub~r ~ f in t r~gu~ng questio~s immediately came to 

Whc wer e thes '= m~n ar.a wtere did th~y come from? 

~~at was the ~ature of thei r ~n vclvement in the Niagara 

c cn:e r ~Lces a~d wr.at was their invol vement , in general, iL 

th ~ great~r world around the m. What was the nature of their 

t c. ac!-: : r.g ; w~at , if a~ything was unique in terms of each 

ma~'s c0ntr~bqt1 on tot}'= develcpment of millenarianism in 

t h0 :ate " 9t ~ a~d early 2Ott centuries? Finally , was there 

a u~ i que ly ~:anad~a~•• contribution tc the Fundamectalist 

m0v~m~rt i ~ North Ame rica? Th~s essay on Henry Parsens is 

aL atte mpt t o be g:'n th '= process of answe r ing some of these 

qui;st~ o:-!s . 

':" H't" ?J..FLY YEAPS 

~ 0 Lry Martyn ParsoLs was tor~ Nc vember 13 , 1828 as the 

sec0cd y0u~gest of six children of the ~e v. Isaac Parsons 

( P~. Ya:"' ~8 11) a nd Sarah Budd (Lyon ) Parsons. ( 1) Isaac 

Par soLs , a promine nt Congregatior.al ministP.r , was at that 

[ 2 ]~_!2~g_ . , p . 1 U 3. 
[ ~]QQ~iY~Y ~~f£IQ £! gisQ~s1~~ 21 1glf~ Q~£easeg 

QY£~~~ y~g£ g~gi~g Qyn~ ~~ 1211 , p . 357 . See also 1h~ Ac12 
a nd Proceed i ngs of t be ~h~rty-Binth General As~emba of the 
0 r esbyte r~ar :hurch ~n Canada , Toronto , 1913 , p . 587 . 



poi~ t just begirr.ing tis twelfth year of a forty year 

pastcrate a t th~ First Cor.gregat:.onal cturch at East Haddam, 

Conn~c t ~cut.[2] ~her~ is ve ry litt l€ information available 

abcu t ~e~ry's childhood but it seems that Henry was deeply 

:~f:ue~c ed by his father. !r. 1870 a b:ographer of Isaac 

Pa rsors d~scr:.b~d him as one cf a class of New England 

m~~fst e rs w~c 

w8r e men of rare gualif:cations for their 
tim Es , b~:~g thoroughly educated, imbued with a strong 
s~~SE of the va!u g of sound learning, devout, a~d 
s trictly Christian i n sentiment, patier.t of labor, 
dif~~cult~cs and the hardstips of their work and 
-:.:: _ ["-1 _ .. __ -::- . . 

P~~ry ' s ~ducation , like his father's, was also 

e xce:) ~:-: t. J ur:. r.g 1842-U4 he was "fitted for college " at 

Wil:i s t or Se m:nary, Easthampt on , Massachusetts.[4) ~he next 

year r e ~~ tered Ya:e College and graduated with the class of 

1 844-c8 .[ 5 1 :he years at Yale meant that he received a 

[ 2)~as t Haddam , Con~ecticut is a small town in 
M:.dd:€sc x County ; i t l:.es on the east side of the 
:o~~ec t~cut ?lv~r, about 25 mil e s south of Hartford and 
about 1 5 m:.:es from the Atlantic coast. Isaac Parsons 
b~cdme a pr~ m:~e~ t Congregational mir.ister in New ~ngland. 
:he year 1928 was :mportant as the year in which a new 
co~st~tut~or. wa s accepted in which the Congregational 
churctes wEr e remov ed from State support. I . Parsons went 
c~ t c become a founder in 1883 of the Pastoral Union and he 
a:so s e rvad on the Board of ~rustees of the Theological 
:r.st:tute ~f :onn ecticut (late r Hartford Semir.ary) from 1837 
t0 185 ~. Da v.id s . ErainErd , "Isaac Parsor.s" Ihi 
Co~gr 0 gat:.o~a ~ Quarter:y, Whole No. XLVI~I, Vol. Y.II, No. 
u , Octobe r 19,0, pp . 4'"'7-483. 

[ : ];Qi£•, p . 477. 
[4]~r ~ ~ollowir.g infcrmati0n or. Parsons' education is 

tak~r. f r om th~ 2bituar1 ?ec£rd o: Graduates of Ygle ••• 
o . 25 7 a~d ~h~ ~cts and Proceedings of the Thirty-Ninth 
Ge~era: lsse mbly~ ~ ~L 1211 , p. 587 . 
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t l:or c ughly c:ass ica! educat~on as was usual for those times. 

- ~ 0 r e appears t o be no infcrmation r e garding where he was 

r a~ke d ~n hi s class . After graduatic~ he taught at a s e lect 

s choo: ~ ~ l ym ~, C~nnecticut for t wo years (1848-50). Duri~g 

t h~ s c h0~1 y~ar 1850/51 Parsers taught at tte ~ichmond 

~cade my :~ :~c hmor-d , v~rginia . (6] W~i le in Richmoud, he was 

''bor~ ~r ~m abov e " , and j0ined the Grace Street Presbyterian 

:~urct ~= ~~c~m0,a c~ May 8 , 1851 . (7] He was at that point 

tw~r ty-tw0 years c= agg . 

r~J:~ 0 Ya:e co::ege in~ual Catsl~gueL 1844-45 contains 
a det a~: ~a descriFtion of the course of study for incoming 
: r eshm~:: ;= ~8 44-45 . ~h e terms of admission are 
~. J t Er 1:: st :.::q : ••:and:tlat~s for admissiC'n tc th,; Freshman 
- 1as s , ar e e xam~ned in Cicero ' s Select Orations , the whole 
~ : v~rg:l, Sa l lust, Jacob ' s , Colto~ •s or Peltot•s Greek 
=gader , t~~ ~~rst three books of Xenophon ' s Anabasis, 
! Ldr s ws a ~d Stoddard ' s Greek Grammar , Goodrich's or 
~~ p~ocl~s • Gr9ek Grammar , Andrews • Latin Exercises, Latin 
Pr osed y, ;_ r i thm etic , :Engl:..sh Grammar and Gecgraphy." The 
catalogu e ~cte s that si~ce most ca~didates are deficient i n 
t i: ? '' !.at ir a".l d Gree k Grammar , latin Prcscdy and Composition, 
Ge ography , an d th e theoretica~ part of Arithmetic" , it is 
,ece ssary t r.at th € exami nat: ons in these subjects be ''strict 
and c ompn, l:e"'lsiv -: " . ( l> . 27) :'he education is a classical one 
w:th a s tr2ss or. the prope r balarce between literature and 
s c ~ anc l? . ( ? . 31 ) :'he tu::. t:.on for the first year amounted to 
1: 5~ .00! 

( ~ ]~1 ~ a ca de my was ru~ by J . C. P. Bennett. one of 
?a r sor s ' : c ~g-time fr:ends also taught here at the same 
t ~me , t ~E ~ '? v . luthe r Hart Co~e (1829-1906). Cone 
gra dua t 0 d f r~m U~icn ~heological Seminary in 1854. His 
t ~ird past1rat~ , b'?gur. :r 1867 , was at Olivet Church i n 
Spr ~ngf5eld , Mas sac~usetts. Parsons was connecte d with this 
ctur c t fo r a s h~rt t:me. Cone officiated at the fun e ral s o f 
?ar s ~~s• ::r s t twc wiv8s , Mary ~lizabeth and Sarah Johnson 
Pa rso;" s . c:ee ~C? wspaper clippings f i led in the "T" section 
J: tr '? m2mb~rs list of a journal at Knox Church , ~oronto 
'9 ':: t :. t: -:c : "Dr. Parsons , Pecords r:ec. 1 , 1870 , Baptisms, 
!'!arr~ages , D8aths ui: to 1 912 ." 

[~)~ris r • f ar e nce tc Parsc~s • ccn ve rsion i~ 18 50 or 
185~ is :?u~d i ~ the 19 13 Acts and Proceedings •• i and 
i s t h~ o n:y r ~: ~r e r.ce to tt:..s event that this researcher has 
b e~n a b: e t o : i ':; d . 
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:~ tls fal: of 185 1 Retry ~~ t ~red the Connecticut 

- ~eo:cg:cal :~stitute (no w Hartford Seminary ) and graduat ed 

:rcrr th~ r 0 :n 1 P ~U. :n February c~ 1 854 he was lic ensed by 

t~ ~ ~art fo rd couth Associatio~ a~d t hen assum ed his f~rst 

pastorat 0 as thQ associ ate pasto r cf t he First Church of 

:hr :..st (C0 ,gr ega ti cna:) ir Spr i ~gfield , Massachusetts o~ 

~~vs mbe r -~~~the same year. Por tte next eight ye ars he 

w0r\ ed w:.t i: th e i;astor of the c l:urch, t he Ee v. Samuel 

~sq~oc , J~ (RA Da rtm cuth • sos); t h~s continued until 1862 

w~e~ Pars0~s succeeded him upot his ceath .[8] He s taye d in 

t~e Spr: r.gfi~ld chu rch f or :iftee n ye ars, declinitg several 

calls : r om o t ~3r churches . 3vidently h~s fame as a minister 

was spr e ad~~g , and t hese years appear t o be a pe riod of 

p~ r sor a: gr owt h and consolidation fo r t he young mi~ister. 

F?O M ~o ~~o~ ~c EU,FALO 

- ~ • 8~0 , a : t e r fif t €en ye ars in Springfield, Parsons 

accept3d a call t o become the associate pastor with the t he 

~ ev. Ner.t>miah ;. dam~ , nn (BA Harvard 1 e26 ) at t he Union 

c~urcr. ~~ Bosto~.( 1) ~his period c: hi s ministry appears to 

~a v~ b~en l ar1~: y une ve~tful e xcep t that his work in the 

[ e 1~1!.iiJH!!:Y 1 ~£21:g c: Graduates of Yale . ~ ~ 1211, 
p . 3c:: 7 . 

f 1 ]~!2;.1.Yg£Y ~~~cr d of G£2duates of Ial~i• ~ i 1211, 
p . 3 5 ..,. 
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churct Wd ~ fudrked by a specjal concern ~or the growth of t he 

~u,d ay ~c ~oc l . =~ 19~4 , h8 was inv~ted to deliver an 

dddr ~ss t ~ th~ Ninth :onnec ticut Sunday School Convent.:..on ; 

ttE addr Ess was subse qu ~n tly pub2ished at the request of the 

c0~v~~ t ~0n . 

~ t h~ addr~ss Parsens makes a careful case for t he 

~~tr0duct~c r 0f th ~ Sunday School as a separate afternoon 

s ~rvic c o f th~ church rather thar. s.:..mply having a Sabbath 

~chco~ f or a ~alf hou r be t ween t he morning and afternoon 

s.:- rv.:..c -es . :'~ pr asent s ~ine r easor.s why he l::elieves t he 

~u~day ~chool ~.s a~ appropr.:..at~ place of religicus lear~ing 

~sp~c~ a!ly ~or adults ; he alsc stresses that the pastor 

s~~uld be t h~ l~ade r . 

let th~ past or be the l eader and a teacher in this 
s~rv : c ~ [the Bible Se rv.:..c e or the Sunday Scheel], as he 
~s ~r 0m th~ pu:f~t , in one of th 8 services . Onl y vary 
the 7o rm. :r.st ead of one t e xt , us~ the uniform lesson . 
:nst~ad of o~e i~g£h~~ , ---adopt t he system and 
class~~icat~on of the ~abbath School . Ir. traduce as 
t ~acters ~n r adult classes , th e best mind s of the 
c~urch . Give t h~ pastor , in h.:..s class , all the members 
c f t~~ c ~urcr and congregatior. , net enlisted elsewhere, 
a~d :9t the t eaching in all the classes be 
cat~ch~t.:..ca! . Question ar.d a~swe r from the individual 
ar~ what we need to re vi ve an interest ~n God ' s Word 
[§~£], and maks : ta po wer or. t h~ conscience.(2] 

c~ fur th~r iLterest :s Parsons ' cowmer.t in the course 

c f t~ ~ adar~ss t ha t this system was introduced in the First 

f 2]PP1ry M. 0 arso ns, An Address delivered by tte Rev. 
~7.~ry ~ . ~arsons c: Boston at the N:r.th Connecticut Sunday 
Scr00~ c~~v6n t~ ~n~ he:d at Msride~L May 19L 20L i 21L 1874L 
and 2ubl~shed ~t the r e guest of t he Conventicr. , p. 3. 
(:npy :~ th6 :orgregational Litrary , Beston .) 



:hurch 0.c :h r:_st ~n Spr:.ngfield in 18 58 (during Parsons' 

f~ urt h ypar a s associate pastnr). He also notes that the 

syst cw has r. ow b~en operative the r e :or twel ve years and 

that tha c~urch wh i ch was rar.ked as s e ve r.t~enth i n the State 

0f Ma8sacrusetts in 185~ is now ranked as second . "And in 

t~ ~ c~rrespo:id~ng :ruits of be~e volen c e , Christian work, 

carF cf t te foor , use o f th e church se rvices , it star.ds 

tr - nay [§~£] in th~ f ~rst rank o: the churches in the 

Stati; . "[ 3 ) -::"3arly fer Parsons, b:.gger was better , and r.is 

:ntsr ~s t ~~ t h• Sunday Schco~ was one which continued 

t hr)ugtout t h~ r est o : his life . For ~xample , his " Day 

Feck " c ~ e xtra meeti &gs during tis twenty years of active 

m~~is try ~~ ~,ro ~t o :.nc:udes a r.umbe r of r eferences to the 

m~ et i~gs 0: Sunday School associatior.s at which he was a 

sp"'a k<=: r . 

; ft ~ r four years at the ~nion Cr.urchin Boston , Parsons 

r ~s~gr.ed , and f rom t he beginning o~ 1875 t hrough October of 

~877 Parso~ s tried his ~and at a variety of tasks. He 

pr eac t~a a t t te Spri~qfi eld Street Presbyte rian Churc h in 

Pe ster .cc r 9ig~t IT ontl: s, a:id r.e also taught t he 

:~t~rr.at i0nal :esscns fo r two yea r s to large classes of 

Sur.day c,'choo : ti:ach ~rs iP Bost or. , Cambridge a nd 

-::- arlcost c -w :, . [ 4 ] 

[ 3 J~J2_;_9. . , p • E • 

[ ij ] Ob:. tuary Peccrd of Graduates of Yal~ • .!. .!. 1211, 
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:~ Jecembar of 1875 , Parsons was ~nvolved in the 

0 rgar::zat~ ~J o: a ne w Ccngregational church in Beston, and 

~~ Fsbruary of 1 876 he became the paster of t h~ Olivet 

~~-qrc gati)r:a: :hurcr. in that c~ty. W~thi~ r.ir.~ mcntr.s 

(~ov~&b~r · 97, ) he had already bee~ icstalled as the pastor 

~& th9 lafa yett~ Av€r.u e Pr 0 sbyte r~ar Church i~ Buffalo, New 

York . [~1 ·cc~r di~g to on~ source Parsens• pastora tE in 

3u~fa:~ f~ ll~wcd or. the heels o& the church's first pastor, 

Dr . Grc SVE-". •) C w. :teacock . F.eaccc k's mir:i stry was 

a.J?par'7r.t1y '' a hard act t o ~o:lo w".[ 6 ] ':'he Session minutes 

)f th~ churcr. hint that all wa s not well at t he church in 

E0 vAmb er o~ 1 9,~ . 

cord :.al:y 
pas t0rate 
th-=: gl-:-ry 
that ti=nd 

that we h":r aby pledge ourselves to work 
wi t r. our pastor duri~g the rest cf his 

: or th ~ peace and we~far2 of th~s church and 
c: Cr.r~st ar:d re f ra:n from a:1 acts and words 
to se w d:scord ••• [7] 

Py ~arc~~~ 1 980 Parso~s resigned !rem tte chur ch i~ Buffalo 

~n crder tc acceFt a call to serve as pastor of Knox 

Pr Psbyt E- r:a~ - hu rch :n ~oror:to , Ontaric . The Session c: t he 

! afay~tt ~ ~vanue Chur ch accepted the r esignat ior. after 

ray:ng h:gh tribute t o Parso~s and the benefits of his 

mi ~:.stry . [9] 

D . 3~--3:.M. 
[ 5]0b~tuary ~ec~rd o! Graduat es Qf Yale~ ••• 1913, 

p . 358 aLd al~o f r om a l e tter to th e author from Daniel A. 
eorchard , ~1ae r (~mEritus ), Laf ayett~ Avenue Presbyterian 
Churct , Ju l y ~3 , 19E2 . 

[6Jl~tt ~r ~rom Dan~el A. Borchard. 
[~];£~f , t~ ~ mE~ t~r.g was held on Nc vember 17 , ~879 . 



: V • -:- :J::-ON:''."' Y:A~ s 

~ta c c:qr~qat ional ~e'=t ~~g o: Kno x Church in Jan uary 1880 

at wt :ct tr~ m9mber~ we r e discussing the th r ee candidat es on 

th~~ r srcrt l :st fo r a r.e w past~r , one of the promi~ent 

c~urcr m~m bs rs , the se~icr e ld~r, tt~ ~en . Joh~ McMurrich, 

c :a~me 1 r csp~~s~b~lity fo r bri~ging Ee~ry Parsons t o Toronto 

t0 pr ~acr : 0r a cal l .[ 1) McMurric~ went or. tc state the 

r ~asor.s w~ y he t ~~ught Parsens was t~e right f e rson to 

r Ep~ac~ t h~ ~~ v. Ale xar.de r ':"opp , CD , who had di ed " in t he 

s addle " or. Cctoher 6 , 1879 . McMurrich dEscribed Farson s as 

a "gr -:!a t ?U:pit pc wg r , 9c0<1 platform speaker and at home at 

t h-:- s~ckb =- 3. a;.d deathb<? d .''[ ~] Or. J..pr:l 15 , 188 0 Henry 

r s J~b~~, th~ mee t~~g o~ the sess~cn was held on March 
~s , : 8ao. 

[ 1 ) K:-ox Cr: urch , 11 :! nut~s C"f Cor.. gregation and ~rustee-2.L 
~a r . 10L 1858 - Jan . ,,L 1899 . 5ee Jan uary 28 , 188 0. For 
a de t ai l ed account cf th e histcry of Kr.0x Ch urch see Willi am 
?: t ch , Kr o x Ch urcnL :oro~tc : Ava~t- garde L Evange l icaL_ 
~a vanc~~o (Publish~ d by William Fitcl , Toronto , printed and 
b~und by J ohn De yell Ltd ., 1971 .) Also at a jubilee 
ce l ~brat: 0~ ): Pa r sons mi~istry ir. 1904 , the Re v. John 
Pnt ts ~! v:c t or ~a Cclle ge noted that McMurrich " spcke to me ~= nr . Par sJns coming t o Knox Ch urch a~d Dr . Parsens wrote 
ms ! r e m Bu~~alo on the same subject ." Th~s from a packet in 
tr. e K~ox Ch urch Arch~v es ent itled, tt t e tters re : Ee v . Dr. 
?arso~s[§~£] Jubile~ , ~u esday , No v. • 5th ' 04. 11 

[ 2 ]K:1ox -:hurch , M:..nute s of Congrg_gation and Trustees. 
~ ~ , Ja~uary 28 , • eeo . !hare we re three candidates for the 
pos~t =o~ : Parsnns , thP ?ev. F. McL eod o f Stratford a nd 
t~ ~ ~~ v. ~tuar t Campb~ ll (s on of a Presbyterian missionary 
tc !~dia) , a me w.he r of Kr.ex Ch urcr. . 7wo votes were taken on 
JaI1-cary 2P . (1 ) Parsons 86 , McLeod 4:? and Campbell 10. (2) 
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ra r s0rs was ~rd ucted :ntc tha pastorate a t K~ox Church, 

-:-cr~!".t ') . 

~t~ t w~~ty ye ars of acti v e m~nistry cf He nry Parsens at 

K~~x ~~urc~ we r ~ in ~est r espects geed years for the church . 

c ~e way tc m0 asur e this ~s thrcugh the carefully compiled 

statist:cs whic h ParsoLs k~pt . Wle n he took ever as pastor 

~= ~se o th~r ~ we r e 535 me mbgrs . By 1 888 ther e were 1002 

m =:mb<'! r s (a:most a ;00 pe r cent ~ncrease in eight short 

y 0 ars) • U~ Fortunat ely , s~nce the chur ch was located 

d: w~t c w~ , 0~ Que e n Street be t weer Y~nge and Bay , t he 

te~d~rcy -f m~mh ~rs tcward m0 ving t o t he Lewly developing 

s uburbs , l~ k~ tt e ;~nex, in the late 1880s and t hroughout 

t ~e ~89 0s ~ad caused a s lew dspletion cf the ranks of the 

m~mberstir to s uch aL e xten t that in January , 1901 whe L 

Par sors ' successcr , t he 5ev. A. B. Winchester , was 

orda~~gd , there w~r e cn!y 47 3 members . (~] 

Fa r sc~s e· , ~c~ 0 od 54. At th8 close of the me eting, on a 
v0tl r ~gard~~g ~mcderating a cal!'' tc Parsons , 11 9 were in 
&ave r arc 6 were agairst . Professor Mclaren of Kncx Col lege 
aL~Cn!c~~ that he had abstained from voting b ecause he ocly 
kn~w ~r e~~ tt~ candidates . Two weeks :ater , February 11 , 
t hey ~~ld ar.cth~ r ccngre gational meeting. This t~me Parsons 
r ec~iv ed ~4 vot~s and Mcleod had 63 . ~he guesticn of the 
cal~ wa s agair put t 0 the vote ar.d this time 112 we r e for 
acd Len ~ aga~nst . Th e s alary was set st $4000 per acnum a nd 
hy ~arch 11 , i a0 O a group o: fi ve commissioners from tte 
~0rc~to Pr ~sbytery tad i nte r viewe d Parsons ic Hamilton a r.d 
the Fr c sbyte ry had approv~d Parsons • ir. vitaticn to Knox 
Churc~ . 

[ 3 ]~iis mov ~ of the members to suburbia provided the 
o r ~mary ~m~etus ~,r th~ Church ' s r e locatioc to the present 
sit € on Spadi ~a ~cad aft er 1905 . 
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:n sp~ t ~ o f t ~i s loss in me mberstip the internal 

vit a l:ty 0 f t he church t ~roughout t~is period seems to have 

b £ G~ u: d :m~ n: sh~d . 

: s i ~ h ~s prs vious pastorates , Par sons • pe ricd cf 

t '?r.ur c. wa3 r ~• ati vel y un e vent:ul . ~here were f e w overt 

s:g~s wi t~ : ~ t he c t urch adm:.r.:strat: on that gave a n 

i ~d:ca t i o~ o: tte gro w:ng ~orth Am~rican status of the 

pas t o r . ( S~~ Sectic~ V.) A ~ew e v~~ts s hould , hcweve r , be 

m?~t i o, ~d i ~ order to ge t a bit of the fla vcur of Pars ons' 

m:1i s try a t K~ox . 

J ~ly of 1E80 , three months after his arriva l , 

Pars o =s iLaug~ratP~ ar i~t er e stiLg position in the church. 

;ta w~e t~ng J: t t 0 Se s s ~cr o f Knox Church: 

:l- "= moce rato r (Parsor.s) suggeste d t hat t he 
s~rv :c~s of a gcd!.y intel~igent woman sho uld be 
c btai~e d t ~ act as a bi ble r e ader. Whose duties should 
be t o visi t from house to house and assist i r. seeking 
c ut c~il1r~n fer t he Sabbath School, visitiLg the sick 
a ~d bri~g!ng unde r the notice of the congregation at 
t he praye r me etir.gs ir.fc rmati o~ regarding cases 
r "= qu 3.r:.ng s oiritua!. and pecuniary assistance .[ 4] 

: t~ S~ss:~~ a ? prov~d the pro posal unar.imcusly and it was 

s ucc ~ssfu::y : mpl '=me~te d . Not only does the proposal 

de rno~stra t e Pa r s ~ns ' contin ue d conce r~ f or the vitality of 

t~ ~ ~~rd a y Sc ~0c : , but it also l eaves the impress ion t hat 

[ ~ ]~ i ~ut ~s of Se ssi~n o~ Kn2x ChurchL Se£t. 
t ) Dec . 25 L 1893 , July 26 , 1 sao, p . 110. 

1lL 1§75 
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~oth ~a rso~s a~d t he 5ession te~d e d to lave a fairly relaxed 

att~tud ~ r ~ga r ding t~9 r o:e of wo m~n in the wcrk cf the 

cl: \lrc:: . 

- · • 1Aq1 and , ~e~ o~~ of the main r ecurring issues that 

tte ~~ss:.c~ ~ad tc deal with was that of what should be done 

dur~~g t~ ~ c0llect.:..c~ i~ t he serv ice. !he question was not 

:~cusso.d 0n th~ orde r of ser vice but rather on what activity 

was appr)pr~ate f er the collectior. time. 'Ihe first 

s0:utior , p r 0bably s ugg e s t ed by Parsens himself, was to read 

scr~ptures a~d fSalms interspe r sed w:.th br:.. ef organ 

:.'"! t e r:ud<=:s . ?his wa s trie d for some time but was fo und to 

t e u~sat~.sfact ~ry . [c] : r. April of 1ee: it was moved that 

tr"" '.) .rga- :.s t should pl ay thro ug hout t he collectior. "using 

'.)~:y sue~ ?salms a nd ~ymns [§!~] tunes as are sanctioned by 

t r. is sess:c.r. [.;r:.£] ."[ 6 ] ~h e o p.:..:r.ion of the Sessicn wa s not , 

hc w~v~r , una:imcusl y in fa vc ur and so the decision was 

def~rred f0 r d time . The m!nutes d0 not irdicate any 

f urth s r discussion cf t he issue until May 11, 1 885 , (almost 

t~r?e years la t er) w~~n He~ry Parsons reccmmende d th e 

ro.aci ~g c: Scr~pture durin g the col l ection. This was 

approv~a wit r. :ittle d iscuss ion and i t was d~cided that t he 

r ~aso~s ccr t~~ cha~g ~ wo uld 

c~ngr 2gat ~0n by t ~e pas t ~r.[,] 

[ C::J-1·~ ., ~.2:::.g ., p . 
[ f ]~&;!! ., p . 

16 4 . 
16 5 . 

be e xplained to the 
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1 8 8 1! . 

s~m 0 what mer e i mportan t , problQ m appeared in May of 

~t ~ issug in th~s casq wa s th e use of fermented wine 

at c 0m mu nio~ . With almost ~c d!scussior it was rEsolved a nd 

passed t hat the ~hurcr would henceforth use unfermer.ted wine 

wt e~ cs:g~rdting the lord ' s Supper . 

give r. : 
Three reasons we r e 

~rd~~ary wir. e was not th e sam e as the wine that 
J?sus usad , Matth~ w 26-29. (The reasoning here is 
ur.cl~a r s:r.ce th ~ mi r. utes only state that Jesus 
r :-fsrren t c th e " :ruit of th':! vine".) 
2 . W~n3 is t~e cccasio~ cf s tu mbli~g of some, of scme 
t ~mptatio~ to ct hErs and cbj ecti or.ab l e and cbnoxious to 
mar. y . 

3 . r.ar. y cr. ur ches in the Cld Country [§i£ ] and en this 
cJ~t,~~~t us~ cnly u nfe rmen t ed wine . (8 ] 

:t tcok ur.t:: Ju ns ]0 (o~e month l atEr ) for further action 

t ~ b 0 tak en 01 the matt e r . ~n this instance it was William 

N=rttmer c:ark , pr~s!ding e lde r and we ll-kno wn lawy er , who 

1.:;sp'>nd•-d fo re 9 f u 13. y . He objected to the r esolution 

~rig~~at:rg ,rom W~l l!am Galbra!th ard John Kerr , a nd was 

u~happy w~tt th~ suggest~cn that moder~ wine was different. 

~e hav e nc autlcrity ~or such a statemer t but on 
t~~ rttP. r ha nd~~ a l l Sc r ~pture w~ne is spoken of as of 
a s t ~mulat i~g c haracter and we ha ve no r ight tc depart 
: r em t~~ typ€ which Christ tock . 

~lark t h~: wade another motion : 

-- ------------ -
[ 71~lliQ ., p . ~52 . ~t~ r ea sor.s for the change ar€ not 

r~ccra ~n =~ the m~nutes . 

[ 9 J.:!2;'...g_ . , p . 
c0nde::-.scd :c:-rm. 22~ . The r easons as record ed here ar e in 
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Whe r ~as--~t was agr~ed tc use unfermer.ted wine. 
a~d wr.~ r eas t~e resolution was adcpted hurried ly and 
CJ: t air.s statements by way of recital which the Session 
do [~if] not asse nt tc whi~e fully appreciating the 
m0t~ ves o : the mov~ r atd seconder and agreeir.g with the 
9r cp~sa: 0 ¥ using wi~e of a ~ight quality at such 
s~asc~s--th 0 Session afte r f uller ccnsideration resolve 
t~ r esc~~d the resoluticn i~ guestio~ and agree that in 
the fu ture the wi ~e used at t he celebration of t he 
~~rd' s Suppe r t e of a ~ighter gual~ty than that use d in 
Eor ~~r years and as pure as ca~ be obtained.[9] 

~h~ r ~3u:t :s ~o t r ec orde d directly in the m~nutes but the 

( ~ ]:!?.;..fl. , p . 228 . Jur.e 30 , 188 4 . The context of the 
188U a~bate on wine is also inte resting. Only two months 
e a r li~ r , in Marc~ , tr.e Sessicn met tc answer guesticns 
c~nta~ned i~ a General Assemb~y ~e mperance Committee 
Ci rcu:ar. ~~~ qu estions and ans wers are worth repeating 
:ier ~: 

~- Wrat pr~ portion cf your office bearers and me mbers 
practice t ctal abstine nc e ? Cannot say . 
2 · Pas a~ything bP.eu don~ within ycu r bounds 
th~ establishment of coffee houses or 
~Jt ~: s ? !he r e i s a Coffee Hcuse Association 
w0rk. . 

regarding 
Temperance 
dci=i g t hat 

~- was t ,e subject o f t e ~pe ranc e brought befcre the 
c~!gr~gat~on dur~ng t he year in the manner r e ccmme~d6d ? 
Yes . 
~- De [§;f) th e ~~ssic~ ar.d the co~g r~gation engage itt 
a~y spacial t e mpe rance work and what? No special 
t s mp- ra,ce wc rk but give it ccnt!nual attentioL. 
5- ~s a r. ything don e in your ne~ghbc rhood to secur e 
~.r..trcduct ic:1 cf t ~xtbooks on Temperance (sif] 
s~cular (§l£] Schools? Net to our knowledge unless 
t~F Wcme ~•s :e mpe rance Asscciation . 

the 
i r to 

by 

E- :s t~e fess:on of th ~ opinion that the time has come 
~~r t h~ p~o pl~ tn de ma~d a t~tal prohibition liquor law 
ane ~f s~ , what me thods woul d it r e commend for t he 
s~curi~g o= such a r ~sult? Bel~eve it has--but not 
orEparPd to r ecomm ar. d me thods . 

:¾e a~sw~rs t 0 t he gues t i cns are s ufficiently ambiguous 
t o s ugg ~st t~at t he S~ssicn ~s rot fully beh ir.d t he 
a,t ~-: i gnc r campaign. :s t ~mpe rance , rather than 
pr0h~b~t:c~ , ~~ r e acce ptable , possibly because me mbers of 
t~ 0 $essir ~ th~msel ve s are unwi!ling to maintain total 
absti;. er.c c ? Probatly t he sc ci al pressure for tem perat e use 
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r ~s~ lut~ o~ apparently passe d and tte church coLtinued its 

us~ o: fe rmEn t e d wine at commu~ion . ~h9 matter was r.ot 

m0 ~t~~L ed aga ~n until s ~ven years later , September 22, 1891. 

~he not:c~ :s s~ort and unexpla:ned. " Motion--unfermented 

w:. r.c- wi:.: b E- 11se d at : 0mmun5.cn-- carr:.ed .[ 10] 

: hu s , t ) judge by th e minutes of the various boards and 

rf t h~ c =ss ~nn and t he Ccngregat icn , Ee nry Parsor.s' hacd OL 

t he h~ lm c~ t ~e church admi~istrat ~on was a light hand. 

l lt~ou gt he was usually present at ~eEtings where he was 

~xpect?d t c b~ moderator , his rame appears rarely in the 

mi ~ute s as 0~~ whc was tryirg to impose his ideas e n the 

g r~up . ~rc r~ i s ~o doubt that he tad a geed number cf ve ry 

c a pabl e adm inistratcrs ~ike William Mortimer Clark and John 

~c Mur r:c h : ~ t h 0 church and as such he may ha v a left this 

s~rt ): cc ; c ern tc th ~s e pe rsons . A~cther possib~lity, as 

we wi :.: sf e l a t ~r , is t hat he may tave simply been too 

p r eoccupi~d with his many otter activiti es to spend a lot of 

t: me =~ c t urch a1mir.istrati0~ . 

~tE r ~ w~r e at l e ast t wo ar eas in t~e church, howe ve r, 

wher 9 r ars0 r.s used his :.nflu~cce more directly . The cne was 

rf a lco~cl w~u~d be rat ~er ~ea vy, espe ci ally for promine nt 
cit ~zE~s s uca as Clark or McMurr:ch who were expecte d to 
fu l ~i:l c~rta~n s ccial cbligations . :tis also not clear 
wt at ~s wg a ~t by win ~ of a "l~ght e r quality •• • and as 
p u~c a s c a~ b~ o btaine d . " 

[ 10 ];~~~-, Se pt . 22 , 1891 . p . 435. 
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~~ t~ ~ r i a:m a~ missi0ns and the other was in thgologica l 

cducat::.c'!" . ~! is S ~ Cr. S , fo r eigr. a~d horn~, but especially 

f~ r ~igr. , wa s cne of Parsons ' most prominent concerns 

ttr~ug~cut his tirr~ at Knox Church . Anyone whc takes the 

t :..me t ~ r ~a d througr. the Annual Fe£orts cf Knox Church 

dur~tg t t e pe r:.~a 18~0 to 1~00, will be struck by the great 

F:m phas:.s t'."· !! m:.. ss:.0:1s . -1:i;; mission work in China with the 

G"f~rths , J 1~athan a nd Fosalind , was the centrepiece of a 

s tr~rg ~:ss:~is camfaig~ almost from the start of Parsons' 

t F' '.: U rE' • [ 1 1 ) 

:r. 1 8q 7 , :or e xam pl~ , Parsons appealed to the church 

m? inb~ rs fe r $1 0 , 000 to allow tr.e Foreign Missionary 

C~mmi ttcc cf the ~r esbyteria:1 church to open a new mission 

- - !:c .1ar . • Jo! a t han Gcfcrth wa s r eady tc " go fcrth" and 

Parso~ s alr~a1y had $3000 =-~ har.d f.rcm nir.e persor.s.[12) Ir. 

~saq , · e?: , · q33 a~d esp~cially 189 4, the lnn~Al f§12orts 

pr~ miL gr t!y ::..ste e membe rs of K&ox Churcr. whc were invclved 

:~ t ~me a~d ~0r ?ign misstcns . [1 3 ] 

( ,~ ]ces , :nr ~xampl~ , the Annual Fe£ort of Knox Church 
for 18'3"'. 

(1~]2,r.:,ual ? <212crt, 1887 . 

[ 1? J~ t e ;~n ual ?9J2~rts also list persons whc have been 
me mbers cf Kn0x Church who wen t into pas t oral work . !n 1895 
t~e l~st ~~c:udes 3e names of pastors; the close ccnnection 
~f th a chu r ch to Knox College is likely cne factor in this 
:arge :iumL.,; r. 



101 

~~c f dct t t at the Gofo rths we r e s~nt primarily by Knox 

~hurc~ ; s c2rtainl y more tbar. a coincidence cf their 

~e mb 0 rsh~o . ?arscns ~~~iciated at their we dding; he was in 

c.harqc. - t: .. two gr~at commiss:onir.g service s held at Knox 

:r.urcr fc1 t h ~ ~onan m:. ssionar~es on J ar. uary 19, 1888 and 

~uqust , ~835 .[ 14] ;.1s0 , t~e relat:or.ship betweer. Parsons 

a~d tr s Gr:c rths was clearly s trong a~d mutual!y supportive. 

:t shr u~d b~ noted that Kno x Church regularly 

c0~tr:butcd s uhstantia: arn~ur.ts of mone y to a variety of 

~~ssi0~a ry caus ~s . : r. A890 the church ga ve $2500 to foreign 

rr!_ssic:.~ an-1 i2 000 t :> home m: ssior.s .[ 15] Sudan !P t erior 

~issic~ (eou~ded i~ T~r on to in 1e9e by the Canadian Baptist , 

--.!a~d v . ~~~g~am ) a~d C~~na :nlaud M~ss ion were fa vorite 

caus'=s ~er Pars1,s. Parsons h ~mself was a mem ber cf the 

-:- a~ad~ a: .:r u,c -:' l cf the China :r.la~d Mission which met 

r ~gular~y t o he lp in t e rv~ Fw ng w missionary candidates and 

( 1ll ]W~ll~am Fi tch i~ h~s 1~ox ChurchL :oronto (p. 36) 
rc:c rs tr t~ -= marr:.ag <: of the Gofcrti:s by "our beloved 
Past :, r, U.e -:: 0 v. H. M. Pa rsons " ar.d he also describes a 
FarFwel: ~~r v~c~ ~el d c~ January 19, 1888 in Kno x Church. 
7h. :s wa s th ~ cirst time that t he Gofcrths left for China. 
- t ~ sp~ah 2r s ~c t tP plattcrm included Wi l liam H. Sowland , 
t r. e r mayer of ~~ rc:1t0, ~r incipal Ca ver. aud Prof~sscr Mclaren 
0 & K,cx r~:: •g2 and t h~ Fev. ~~lliam Patterso~ (a close 
~ri~~d e r J~~atta~ G0~orth and a frequent speaker at Knox 
-:: r.urch .) ~ -2 --: a:!.sc 11 ::ecord cf A tte!ldar.ce at Church Services 
'):1 l.ord ' s Lay a:- a Wee k Day S<.:! rv.:.ces" signed by H. M. Parsons 
( 1880-"' -:,00 ) :.:1 tr."' Kncx ::hurc~ Arch::.vEs . ,. second fa r e well 
s~rvic ~ f e r t ~e ~cn an missi on aries !s liste d there as taki~g 
plac ~ cc ~uq . 1 1 , 189 5 . T~e far e well address was given by 
c- . r. '3 cr-:i -=:d; a Dr. :1r. Harris (!lmore? ) prayed; also 
- . P. ~acKay a~1 ~rs . - 0sa lind Gcforth prayed. 

["' :]?rLual ?eEcrtL Kno x ~hurchL ~orontQ , 1890. 

-------
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provide supp~r t fe r t hose already o~ t he fi~ld .[1 6 ] While it 

:s w~l:-k~)W: t ~at t ~~s p~ r icd was a t i me cf extensi ve 

miss~2~a ry 0 ~d~a vo ur fo r tr.g Christ:a~ church, Parsons and 

~:ox cturc~ c~earl y carr~ed 7n at 0 xtraordinaril y strong 

Fiss~~r.s pr~qra ~. 

~- sE-c-:i!' d ar '? a o: miss~ons whi.c:: was of mere than 

·assi~g ~~t~rgs t t: Parsons can only be briefly noted he r e . 

~robavly r:s most :re qu 0 nt partic:paticr in home missions 

was ~~tr t~~ ~:ss~o~ t o the J e ws i~ ~cronto . As will be 

s 0 e~. t }._ o : 0 Xt SECtion , Parsens was an arder.t 

or sffi ~llcr ~~ al~st / d:.sp~nsati onalis t a~d his passi cc f or the 

C("'l".V ~rs:. c-- o: 
charact£- r: s t: c 

r,c r s ua s~ ( r . • r .. , ] 

t h; J e ws , 

'.),: pf:rsons 

God ' s 

of 

chose::: 

th~s 

people , ~s 

t heological 

( i 5 )Farsons ' " r::a y Book II of II Extra Meet:ngs'' r ecords his 
atts nda~ c 0 a t t re regu:ar meet ings cf the Chir-a !nland 
~:.ss~ ~n :ou,c~l a~t er N~ v. 22 , 1888 . J. Hudson Taylor 
spck ~ :-:- K'.":c x C:r urch or. Sept . 23 , 1888 and a l s o en Aug . 4, 
~8 8° w~::~ ~~ vi sits to :cront o en behalf of the Missi on . 
"t;'u rt!1 E:- r mc-r 0 , =- ~v. and Mrs . ~e~ry w. Frost , fo ur,ders of 
t h~ r: rt~. ,mer i car. Pra~ch c: th ~ Ctir.a :cla~d M~ssicr. (see 
-rr.~st c::a- dE. <?': , ""ri c: ~oots .Q: rundamerta:.ism , p . 199 ) were 
m~mb~rs cc K~ox Churc~ in 1 889 and 1 8 90. They are listed as 
fo r f-igr. !ll~ss:..or.a r ies a:t!-.oug~ t he y ".":.i ved in Toront o a s the 
di r e ct~rs , ! th~ China :nland Miss!on ~eceiving a~d !raining 
t• o me , c:: ?O Snut ? r ~t. ( Se": Ji.nnual Pe12ort, 1889 a nd 1890.) 

r· -J ~~e ;cnual se12~rt ~or 1913, p . 5 for a comment on 
Pa r s~rs ' :r. t ~r Es t in Je wish e vangelism . David A. Pausch, 
Zi o~ism ~: t h i~ Zarly American Fundame r.talism~ 1878-1 918, 
:~xt s a~c St u1~Fs :n ?g ~:gion , vo: ume Four. (Ne w York: ~he 
-=-d w:.!1 ME- : l~r. -ori:, ss , 1?"' 9) r e i: a r s specifi cally to Par sons . 
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;~t&r missicns , Fa rsons ' other chief interest was 

the~l0g:ca: ~ducatio~. ~h~s area of his mir.istry occupi ed 

as muc~ oi lis att e~tion as the missions emphasis. For 

na rsors t h~ two we re !ne xtricabl y lir.ked; a strong missions 

pr ogr a m was basg1 or. a st ro~g program cf Christ!ar. training. 

:r this r ~spect he devoted his energi e s tc two institutions: 

Krox Ccl~~gE aLR th ~ T~rcnto Bible '!'rair. ing School (later 

Tor 0:1t? Bi ble Colle ge ). Parsc~s• involvement at Knox 

Col:e g€ was ~xtqns~ ve . For a number of years he was on the 

Poard of Ma~ agem • ~t a~d also en the Setate.(1 8 ] In 1888 the 

r- ,,~9 2 ~v Fn ~ono r~d hi m wit h a Deeter of Di vinity 

d--"grec .[• c ] P. 0 was a r e gular speaker to th e stud9 nt bcdy 

a~d l5s " ~ay Jo0k '' r ecords his r egu:ar attendance at all the 

r equi r e~ mse tin gs which his pcs~tions ~ecessitated.(20] I t 

is c: ea r f r o m th ~ s~urces that he had close, g~nial 

r 2lat ~0!s w~t~ Principa l Cave n and Professor Maclaren . Both 

me~ a ppear ;d nume rous t!mes in the pulp!t of Kncx Church; 

r -~J~l~ e xact dates of h!s participation !r t he Board 
cf MaLag ~me r t a ~d tte S9 nat e still nee d to be established . 
Als~ a p r 0pe r asses sment o~ his r ole at the College needs to 
b E- und.::>rt al<e:1 . 

(~ 9 ]Jct s and Proceedin~s oJ the Thi rt~-Nitth Gene ral 
~sse mb:y c f t~e Frssbyter~an Church ~n Canada , Toronto, 
1913 , p . ~e ~. ~pril 1PP8 was the date Parsens received t he 
D~ . 

( 20 ):-2e '' :'.'? c c rd o:: r.. tt s ndance at Church Services. 
• " no t e tr.at thE> s ectic:n en " Extra Meetings" includes 
~um~r o us r Pf~re ~ces to attendance at KLcx College meetings. 
For '9Xamp: ~, r, . 301: Pa r sons records meet:.ngs ir. 1885 as 
fol:ows : ~pri! ~--K&o x College closing e xercises , 1pril 
~-- K~c x c c:!e ge Se~ate Pr 9s. (Pr esidential or Presiding?) 
0 ~view Commi ttee , May 1~--M eet: ng of Knox College Senate • 
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as a pr omiLe~ t me mt er o~ Knox ~h urc r Maclaren seems to ha ve 

assumEd t t ~ r 0le c f backu p whene ve r Pars o ns was ucable to 

pr':-acr • r 2_ 1 
] :~er e is no doubt ttat t he r e was a close 

r 0 !at !c~sh~p bat ween Knox Col l e ge and Kno x Ch urct in those 

vE- ars. 

~ars~ ~s • and Kno x cturch ' r e latio~ship wi t h th~ ?oronto 

Fib!e -ra ~ll:.., g 5chcol (! . B. ? . S. ) was ce rtainly as close, if 

~0 t c losE r , t~a~ t c Knox Coll~ge . Parsor:s a nd t he fo under 

o: ~ 0 ~ C" 
- • .. , • , • - • I the ?.~ v . Elmore Harr is (also the fo under of 

t1~ g~~grapt~cdl! y near by Wa lme r ~oad Ba pti st Ch urch) , were 

~_nt:..mate -I! • ~ __ r J.. ·H! G. S • ~ v~~ t hough t he Trair.i ng Sc heel was only 

~o u~dFd ~! • q~4 , t he r ~!atio ns hip wen t back e ven more y8ar s . 

For ~xa~p!e , Parso&s spo ke a t t h~ anr. ! versary se rv ice of t he 

P:oor ~tr 0 s t Bap t :.. s t Ch urch en No vembe r 8 , 1885 ; Harris was 

th~ mir:st~r th~re at t he t i me .[ 22 ] 

Farsc:s was vitally in vo lved in th~ : . B. T. S. f r om the 

cu tsFt . Mr t ~~s day ths c hu rc h s till sup Fort s a substantial 

l~ctursshi~ at C:n tar ic Bible College , " The Henr y Parsons 

M~mcr!a~ :~ctur~shiF "-[ 23 ] 

[~~ J: £lJ., seE s ec t :~~ en speake r s at c~ urch services . 
0 r~: . ~clar en appe ars Jn num er ous cccasicr. s thrc ughout the 
t we~ty - yea r l~st . 

304 . 
r: : Jsee Parso~s • tt Da y Eook" of " Extra Meetings" p. 

[:?]Cral i~~ormat ~on f r om bo t h t he Kno x Chur ch and 
n~tar~~ B!ble Co!lege. 

) 
,I. 
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fe was a w~mber of the ~nterd enominaticnal General 

Council wt~ch he lFed t o guide tte sctoo: . [ 24) Together with 

" ~m~rc ~arr:s , t~~ R? v. !-:enry w. Frost (China :nland 

:-i~. s s :~or), tl-: -? FEC v. ~. c . Di:>sEarres (Anq lican), ar.d the Fe v. 

? . B. r yd "' (a c'.:ose fr~ e ~,d and studer.t of D.1. Mocdy) , 

Parso~s taught "Dispe ~sational :ruth'' fo r the first few 

years 0 f t he Sc}00l 1 s exist&~c e . [ 25 ] 

: n c or. r. ~c t ~~n wi t h his interest ir dispensationalism, 

Parsors \ ad extensive contacts wi tt a group 0f Americans 

invo lv e d : t t \e N!agara c on f er enc ?s , each of whom made 

~r~quc~t vis~ts tr ~~r or.to . Mar.y cf these persons were 

guFst ~~ctur ers dt : . a. ~. s . ~r t he e arly years and also 

a pp~ared : ~ t~~ pulF~t a t K~o x Ch urch . [ 26 ] 

[2U]El b~o. ~raini~g Schee~ Recorde r , December 1 895 , p . , . 
r: s 1v~ug:as F~rcy :n t ha secor.d ir. a series cf four 

" u~st or i cal Sk etches c: the To ronto Bible College's Sixtieth 
; ;n~vf r sary", :nro~to B~ ble College ?eccrde r , 1954, p. 11. 
~~~ ?t v. ~.c . t esBarrP.s was closely connect ed with 
Wyc:iffe ~c lle ge and S. H. Blake. !he Pev . ~.B. Hyde 
(l~s t 0 d :n ~or gan ' s Canad~at ~en ard Womer. of t he Time , 
~01: , p. 65 4) was torn :n :reland, was a graduate from the 
~oo]y sc~~ ols ir Northf ield a~d the Moody Bible Insti tute in 
Chicagc . ~=t ~r :cur years as pastor of the Moody Memorial 
rhurct ~ t (hicago he came tc Torontc in 1893 as paster of 
t ~e Nc rt t~rt =~ng r e3ational Ch urch . He r esigned iP 1907 
hs cause c~ ~~: ~~al t h . ~e was a memb er of the Ccmmittee on 
Churcl " n~c~ ~n 19 06 and a lso wa s Pres!dent of the 
Cc~gregattcr.al ~or~ i g~ M!ssio~ary Soc~ety for several years. 

[:6 ]Sc~ " ?.e ccrd cf Attendance at Church Serv~ces. 
." l corrpar:son ~f ti~ ~ames of many cf the guest speakers 
s hows a s:gni:~cant correlation w:tl the ir visits to 
,.... . B. ~.S . 
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C!.~ ~: t h~ most i~t~resting archival "finds" in the 

cours~ ~f th ~ r 9search fer this paper ir. volved discovery of 

a hara writtcn j curnal k~ pt by Her.ry Parsons from 1880 to 

· 90~ .( : ~] ~tis a r eco r d of al: the Sunday church services , 

m?rr:rq , a!tqrna~L and ~ ve~ing , noting e spec!ally the name 

~ ~ tt e speak~r ar.d th~ attendance ; Parsons also r ecorded 

t!s past~ra: v:.s:. t s f r om 188~ t o 1901 . of equal, if not 

or:atc r, ~r t 9r e s t i~ tr.e same jou r r al is a r ecord that 

~arsors k=p t ~f all h:s "Fxtra Meet~r.gs'' fro m 1885 to 1900. 

r':'ao t t r)ugh thos~ :orty- two pages is fascinat!ng. The 

~xtra (outs~d~ o~ Ktcx :hurct) me e t irgs r eveal a mac who !s 

~ccup~~~ w!th a wide var i~ty of c~v!c and religicus causes. 

" ~:ya :ew c~ t~~ mcst f requently r ecurring ones can be 

~=nt:.c~~a ~e r ~. ~he mo1tr.ly mee tir.g cf the Toror.to Heme For 

:~cur ab~ es appears tr. 6 most frequ ently. (This r esea rch&r 's 

Fffnrt s ~ ~ v ~ ~ot as y~t b8en able to shed any light or. the 

c- rgan: za t ~ O ". . ) 

~ts - c r ~nt o W~lla r d ~ract Depcsitory , fouLded and 

n,a::agcd ty ~ - -:, · Eriggs in 19~3 , is also h:gh on th~ list of 

~~et:rgs . r: s J :t was a ~ ihstitution wh i c r. was committed t o 

t~~ pub~ica t ~or a!:d c :.rcu2.at ior. cf "Gcs pel lit e rature '' and 

~t h0ast~a a var~aty of promine~t cle rgy and laymen on its 

( 2"' ]"~ ':-c or d cf' Att~!l danc i: at Churcr. Services. • • • " 
(2 6 ]~ ~~ 0bituary a nd ~u~ eral r e ports in t he Tcron t o 

~12D~, ~~~ day , Sept. S, 1887 ; a l sc ~uesday and W~dnesday, 
~a pte wbe r 6 and.., ~f 19 9 7 _ 
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foard cf Dir~ctors a ~d a:s -:> as sharercldgrs . (29] !he list 

~~ c:ude~ May0r W. H. 9o wla~d (Presidert cf the Deposi tcry), 

Joh:- Ea rv:' E- (SecrEtary of th e Uppe r Catada Bible Scc~ety), 

~~1::..am I-lc:ul:-:>c~ ( ':ecr~tary 0f the Y. M. C. A.), T . J. Wilkie 

a~a ;::r e ~ s a~ahan c~x Secretaries of the Y. M. C.A.), the 

?o:: . S . :-l . s:ak~ , t te Fe v . 'O p 
4 . .. . MacKay (Presbyterian 

c!cr~tary '~r Poreig~ Miss:..cns), W~lliam Gooderham and 

c t h~ r s . Par3or.s was a star e hclder and a member of t he 

Ecar1 . !~othe r ~rgan~zat~o~ which appears frequently on t he 

'' ~xtra r-=t~~gs" l ist is th ~ Upp e r Cat ada Bitle Soc iety. 

-~ ~ ~xact ~ature cf Parsot s ' !~ vcl vem~rt in this important 

~oc:~t y :s :ct y 0 t cls ar . 

Fars ~~ s • conti~ui~g r elationship with a variety of 

prnm!~ er t Ca~ad~ans ~s al s o no t e wcrthy . Fer e xample , the 

r~cc.rd r ~v~als t~at Parsor.s freguent~y s pcke at the Saturday 

e ven~rg adult B~ b: e :lass c onducte d by the Hon . S. H. 

2 :akc:; • ~:so , Pa r so~s • cc~ t acts w:.. t h E~ias Eogers, an 

:.mp~rt ar t ~oro,tc c ca: m~rchant and a Quaker , r esulted in 

tim sp~ak~ ~~ to tte Qua ker a ssembly i~ :oronto or. several 

c ccas:~!'.s . )n~ ccu ~d cite th e ~ames of othe r pe r scns in 

~0r0~ tr w~t l who m iars~~s participated in a variety of 

=td~avours but th e l~st wou:a he too long for the sccpe of 

r :9 J~t° F~::cwing abbre viated list is taken from the 
:~rcrtc 2~£Q~ , S"=pt e mbe r 7 , 1 887 wtich reporte d on the 
Briggs ~q~E r al . Fe nry Parsons :ead i~ prayer atd Mayor 
!:~wl a~ a '' spo k -= w:.th f"':C?ling c-f th P. h:gh Christian character 
::: :: th € a <: c '?as .ad . " 
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t ;-.~D fap =r. : t w::1 prc bab~y b~ suf:icient at this point to 

s ~mply s tat~ that t~~ ~xtreme:y wid e r.e twork of religious, 

00l~t ~ca:, busi~ass and scc~a! relations that Henry Parsons 

partic:.pat~d ir. ~n :cr)nto prcvides ample justification for 

s tr~ss!rg ttat this facet c! Car.adiar l~fe still ceeds to be 

s tud~~n :~ muc~ great er a~pt h . 

v. ~t:'C" 1:~G;~A G?OUP A~D P~!M!LLENN:Al: SM 

!s a:r~aa y :~dicated , ijenry Parso~s achi~ved r.is r ea! 

c rcmir. ~rcs o~ t ~e Jcrth ~me rtcan r eligious scend thrcugh his 

:r.v~lv ~m~1t with what came t o b~ known as the Niagara Bible 

a~a ~r ~ph: cy ror.f~ r 2nc 0 s. Anyo r.e whc ~s fam~liar with the 

~am~s ~~ t\E :arg~ grcu p of pe r s0~s i~ vclved ir. the American 

pnrt~c~ ~ f t~= rocve m~~t w~l l be s truck by the conti~ual 

r=curr e~c~ ~~ t hese nam~s ir. the reccrds kept by Henry 

~arso~$ . [ ·1 ~ars~~s • r ~c o r d o: h~s me etings shows that he 

a t t=~d ~d a~1 )f th~ an~ual i~ternatior.a~ summer ccnfer€nc e s 

r~ pr0 p~~cy ~~ ld at Nlaqara-~n- the -Lake , Chicago or Clifton 

Sp r ~~gs , ~• w York . 

(1): s • ~rch ~f the : i st cf guest speakers at Kr.ox 
-hurct f r ~m 18 30 t ~ 1900 re v ~als more t r.an a dozec persons 
: r om 1 •.1:- ~·~ aqa r a grcup . See " Fecord of AttendancE- at Church 
~,2 rv:.c -=-s r:,r. 'I.r.rc! ' s ray ar.d W:~k Da y ~e-rv.:.ces . . 11 

• 
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wt:..:~ m~r~ asscciation w~th a certain group of persons 

:nay :.. r.a.: cat? a c ,ar ta.:.r. level c: participat~on and 

comraitmErt , t~~re are ~umerous other e xamples of Parsons' 

d~'=r p~rsc~a: ir. vclvem~~t =~ the debate o ver bib::cal and 

9 r cphe t:c ~r.t~rprgtatio~ !~ the :atF nineteentt c entury. 

~!: of th~ maj~r writers c~ the roots of fundamentalism 

r 0 ~~r t 0 ~~m as an important contributor to the 

e~sc~ss~c~.[ 2] ~ r~cPnt PhD t}es!s by Walter U~ger analyses 

the ••~~l ~ ~ f t~e N!agara Bible Confere~ce In t he Emergence 

rf ;~ ~r~ca~ ~u,damental!sm''.[ 3] Dr.ger mentions Parsecs at 

s~ va ra: ?~~~ts:~ ~is study . For examplE>: 

fe~ry ?arso ~s was d prominent Niagara propccect cf a 
~arby i. t ~ d:..sper.satio&al appr0ach tc the Scriptures, as 
was W~l:~a~ Elackstane a~d C.I. Scofield. Parsons' 
:ecturc at th e Prophe t:..c ~or.ferer.ce of 1878 was 
=: t itl~n "~he ?r esent Age and Development of the 
;~ t ~chr ~st ." fP spcke of at least five dispensations. 
:: a l e cturg at Niagara :n 1886, Parsons mentioned 
E'~qtt r'l.is~ensati)ns . In 1889 he gav,a a lecture 
e:t~t:~d '' !he nispe~sat~ona: Progress of 
rad 0 mpt l~, ."[ 4J 

,,~_ger a: s? .:; t at0 s: 

[ ~ ] ?e~ ~rn~st Sa~dee~ , ~he Roets of Fur.dame~tal~sm 
(r,C'a:: c -:-ao:ds , [1ic:1 igar. : Baki;r Book !-Yous"? , 1 978 (1 970)), er 
1~0rg~ w. iollar , ~ 9istoC'J of Fn~damentalism ir. America 
(Gr~erv:: 2~ , s~u th Caro:ina : Bob Jones Universi ty Pr~ss, 

.., 97?. ; f"'r Gq 'Jrg '=' M. Marsd en , Fur.dame r.talism ar.d 1-.merican 
: ulture : -~~ 5r a12:.r..9 Q: !'w':!~tie-th Century Eva!1_9e:-licalism 
~875- '79 25 (Now y,-,rk: Oxfcrd Un:.v':!rsity Press , 1980.) 

[3)Wa2.t=-r TJ :-: ge r , '"--;,ar!"Le stly Cor. tending For The Faith': 
-~ ~ ~~: ~ of t he Niagara Bible Conferences in the Emergence 
o: ?,. !1' <:=r:ca:-. Pu:-idam~ntal:.sm, 1875-i900", PhD Thesis ir. 
~istory at S~m~~ Pras9r ryniv9rs!ty, iugust 1981 . The thesis 
:eeks 0~ly at th e Am~r:ca~ rart cf the:- roove meLt; the 
c aradia~ p0 C't~on st~:1 a waits sericus scholarly analysis. 
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,~r~aps t t 0 most rotabl~ cf the early Niagara 
c~spc~satio~al:sts was Henry ~- Parsor.s, whc in t~e 
~ssos was paster of Kr.ox Fresbyter~an Church , Toronto . 
-~ a~ • ass Niagara 1~ct ure , Parsons charted out eight 
d5spe~&ations . [~] 

C. N,,rma::-. Kra\ls in his classic volume, 

P~§£~r sat~0~g:~~m i~ 1merica , also r ~fers to Farsor.s 1 1885 

hddrsss a~d h~ summariz~s Parsecs' eight d!spensations as 

: --llows: 

~. E~~:n~22 . :his was as ind~finite period of time 
durirg whicl Ada m li ved in the Garden of Ede, i~ 
per!ect rightecusne ss. 
2 . !~ t ad iluvign . !his age lasted 16 50 years and 
~arrcd ''tne intr0duction cf si~ and man ' s ccndemnation, 
acd also the r e v~lation 0f the redemFtion plan." 
~. ~l~ ~nstdiluv~an ag ~ lasted uso years and covers 
t ~~ y~ars f rom Noah to Abra~am . 
~ . : te natr~archa~ ag~ also l~st~d 450 years covering 
tt 0 t i m~ :rom )braharn to MosPs . 
~- -~~ J2~~§h d~spensation includes the p~riod ~rom 
~0s~s t~ Chr~st , w~i ch hP figures at 1450 years. 
~. ~~~ ~hr~st~an ag 0 ~s r e ck~~ed as 2000 years 
b;gi~~ ~~g with Chr5st •s asce~sion and endi~g with Eis 
S? CO~d c~mi ng . 
- . ~he ~~J.:encia~ dispgnsaticn cf 1000 years follows 
a:a ~~e s in th€ fi~al victory of Christ . 
~ - ~g~ ~~ght ~s also labelled EQ1in§§§• It is 
a~s cr~b~d as a r~turn to the pristinE state which 
~x:st8d before t~~ fall . [6] 

Kraus ~o t ~s that Parsons was r eally the first of the Niagara 

d~sp~rsat i 0Lal~sts to forrnulata such extensive schemes; 

[ u ]~.Q~Q . , ? • 

( cc; J.:h:..£ • , P • 

70 . 

11 6 . 

( E l ~ - ,~rma~ Kraus , D5sfensat~cna~isrn 
-~s: a!:d :-t= v ~lo12ment (Fic~mond, Virginia: 
195~), p . 32- 3~ . Note also Kraus • comment 
us-'! l)f tr. f" t ~rms "agg" ar.d "d::.s~-=nsaticr. 11 • 

;n Amer~ca: :ts 
John Knox Press, 
on the varying 
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?ar sor s ~~ms e lf changes ~r om a !ive - fold t o ac Fight-fold 

disp ~rsat~c nal ~~rmulat~on . 

f o r stud~nts of th ~ fu~damental~st movement in Canada 

an ~ v ~~ t o ~ e xtra0rd~na ry in t eres t took place en July 1~ tc 

17 , 1685 at n!_aaara-oc-th~- Lake , Ontaric . :hat event was a 

sp~cial :aradian-sFc~sored confe r en c e or the " Second Coming 

~f : ur lc rd . " ~ volum 0 ccnt a~ning all the papers read at the 

c~nf~ r 2nc~ as well as a br ief h5.. s t ory c f the reascn for the 

c o ~v e~i rg ~~ the me~ ting and a list of the memb~rs of the 

r-,:a-:-:n:.:-q comm~tte€ was s ubseguectly publ~shed by S. E. 

? r~qg s ' ~or cnt o W~llard Tract tepos~tory . 

~t~ arra,g~me~ t s pr~cr to the ccrfe r e~ c e are important 

3~oug~ t o me r ~t ~ur atte ntion hs re . 

:ONFE?ENCB COMM:~!~E 

; ta meet !cg held at th a r ~sid@Lce of the Rev. 
F. ~. ~arsons , ?crontc , April 6t h to cotsider a 
prc pcsa: or a :o~f 0 r e~ce , by tte f riends who believe 
t l-. 0 '' C:m5..r.g cf th e 10r d" tc be i mminent , it was 
r ~scJ ve d to invite suet a Cocfer ence tc meet at 
N :.a qdra , )nt [ §1:£ ], in July , and tl:e fcllo wir.g 
:omrn: tt e~ was appo~r.t~d tc per f~ct the arrangEments for 
t :1::.s pur pos~ . 

M~ . W. TI . ?CWlAND , Chai rman . 
IE . S. ? . EF::'.GGS , 'Treasurer . 

M7 . J:F . SlND?AM , Secrttary . 

~'? V. J . Denovan I Dr . J. Robinscn ,, "T ,.. D<?sBarres I Judge MacDonald .. . -. 
" F. • !'1 • ParSCT'lS l Mr . W. M. Clark 
" J . ril'? xand8 r I It Fabert Kilgour 
" ~. J . Rur:te r I " H. B. Gordon 
" J chr. Muter: I ti J . L. Blaikie 
" John 5al mo:1 I ,, F. Fenton 
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It WIT' . Fr~ ZZ <? l: I " J .J. Garthshore 
" '5cbt . Fi:-dg<? rs I " Henry O' Bri.?r. 
" Walt e r ~ffi')S I " W. A. Parla:1e ,, w. ~-:! !'ry Barr.<:s I " ~. J . :1Eyr!Clds 

l J l"' '1 • ~ . ;: . s :ak e I 
,, :=:lias Pog€rs [ 7] 

~t ~ c:mm~tt ~~ [ € t ~o r s~ v€ra l sess~ons a~d i~vited the 

:::.:0w.:.1!g spE:akers t o g:. V'? papers at thE>- co:1.f1:rer.ce: the 

-: ~v. J~r:- :·1utc1. , r-,!. , "'oront0 , " P.ist0ry Of :'h~ DcctrinE: Of 

? re - ~:..1: ~~~!a:~s m"; t he t::: v. J . R. 

~_:, ,1:s , !·,.;sscur:. (ed:..t cr ~f :h~ :£Q!L), 

:'hr '.st: " ~r so~a l ;~d ? r '? - ~ille~n!al" ; 

Rrcok':.'S, DD , St . 

" ~he Coming Of 

th e F~v . H. M. 

Pa r so:-s , •• :-:, <=- :;-ccr.a C::im:.ng Of Chd.st :She ~v P.rprese r,t Hop<: 

:, :' - he ,- }- tlr c '1 " ; t!1£ :c v . W. J. 1: rclma :: (orig:.na:l y f r om St . 

-at~Qr~r ~s , c~ t ., c~i n.e tt e ~d~tcrs cf the Scof:..eld Eible , 

fa t h~r cf c~a r:~s F. ~rd man), •• ~he Practical Power Of This 

, • ..,P " :~ - r-=- -:-,....rl'lat~ :n :::>.e :hr:.st:.afl C!-aracter " ; the Fe v . 

i:' "-s'l a r r-:s , :or o:i t o , " ... h~ S<.='cr-r.d Com:..r.g Of Cr.ris t As 

7 <.atc.J : - :-r. .::; -:-:. rst Fesnrr~ct:cn 1-.nd ': r.<:.> r.nd Of 'This i-.ge "; 

P,rnb., r J:-s:ua ')e~cvan , - o r0r1to (Bapt:. st ), " ':he Second Coming 

~ f :t rist ~0 1ated ~0 !h 0 Establishm~nt Of !ht Comi~g 

K: -.gd-- m'': t:v., :i::- v . s . l-: . R~ll')gg , DD U merica:;, 

" r f's byt '= r ::'..,1.:. 1 a!lout t ..) b'?come past-:-r of St . JamEs 

0 r~sbyt a r~a~ :~urc~ , ~o r on t~ ), 11 :ha S~coPd Coming Of Christ 

•. s - 0 : at c.d ;') :srae 1": a r.d Ma urice Ra l d wir: , DD , t he Bishop 

r, )"-: . .: _::;~c? r.n Com .'.. :..g 0: C·ur l o rd " Being Pa.12ers ? ead At 
~ ~o~F _r ~,c ~ Ee:a ; t ~5 dgarai On t . July 14th to 17ttL 1885 . 
c-or0r.tc , ra1a aa : : . ?. Pr~ggs , !oronto Willard ~ract 

"-=? p::,s~trry , :1 L} , p . 3 . 
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,_:- '1111"<''"' ( "·• n 1 '. , n'; ), "'"'h n rC" w.:- r oc "'"Ids '"' rut h :o 't'n co uralj( 

' ' ! ( l ' '. I . ill II • d t l .. h ,, - 1i11 r c l. In 11 :-. a .., n ,,. h '" Wcr ~ Of 

- va-q E' l: zati c-:-. ". 

~arsrPs ' pape r c~ ttT~e ~verpres~rt f0pe Of The Churct '' 

t~r~s t c b::> s,m 0 what d~votio~a l ~r characte r wi t h litt le 

r v ~d~:cr -~ a s tr! ct disoensational f rame work. He clsar l y 

Ftc~ss0~ tt~ ~r ~m il l=>=n ia l r e turn o! Chri st a nd espec i ally 

~o t ~s t}at t ~0 r a turn is ~mm!ne~ t- - liaLl~ t o occur at any 

l"l"' m => : t . 1 a r s)1s goes en tc d~ p:c- r € d ate s ~tting and the 

11 111:scr:.ot nrai. f:. x:.": g of t h-=; P. xact c rde r of t !-:12 ' l a s t 

tri--:.gs 1 1
• . ("] '!is '? mphas'i.s t '!; rcugh out r ests pr5. mar i.ly or. t r.e 

or ~rni&; t~at th~ 2ve r pr ~se~t ~££f ~s a pr i ma mot i vation fo r 

-~r:st~a~ ca~t\c u: ness , watch f uln~ s s a nd evangeli s m. 

-~~r ~ ~s nC" t hiig i~ t he mat e r 4 a ls en Parso~s t c s uggest 

t~ at ~ C ~v ~r 1rof p€1 hi s i~ t ~r ~st ii d~ s pensat iona lisrn or 

t ~at l ~ ral~ca:: y ct a~q~d h:s vi~ ws . :~ f act , re cor. t i~u~d 

dS t~~ c ~a:rma, 0f t h 0 :~ca l Ccmm ~tt~e fr r th ~ Niagara Bible 

~J-c2r : :c u:t~l a t l~ast 1 8?6 . Fr o~ h~s diary i t ~s c l ear 

t hat t~ att 0 ~a~a a l m0 s t a l : 0 ! t he prophet~c confe r e Lces 

t ~at w: r - hP !~ ~n 1ntar~ ~ a ~d t ~e e as t er n " ni t ed St a t es 

thr ; UC;-, q00 . co CJ~t ~n u e n t e acting o n proprecy i n t he 

"Ju1 t ?a-~a y ~chc c: c!a ss at KLc x Church 

r.:. t: r '= m.,;, t . 

r 8 r::11~g_ . , o . c 1 . 

unt ~l his 
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: t ~s rbv:nas , t h~~, f r c m the f or~ gci~g d:.scussicn ttat 

,. _..,,._r y f ;:ns"~.s wds a:1 :.mpcr ta n t :igure ::.. n t he de ve :o pme:P.t o f 

" 11 :-L:am=:->. t c11-.: sin i. 11 ,:anad a and also :.r: th i:: United Stat es .[ 9 ] 

- t ~s t ~~s =~ t ~rr 0 lat~d qrcup of perscns , beth c!6rgy a nd 

l d~t y, ~ ~~ fn rm t }~ backbc~= 0 f the fu~damental:.st mo vement 

. ··~ ::a :.ae a . 1 arsc~ ~, al t ~oug h pr om:.~ Ert , is , of course , ne t 

i~~ o r ly : ~ct i ? r \~ t h ~s ta:e:te d , powe r ful a~d mcne ye:d 

<; r )1.! P . ~urt~~r ~~ - a ~~tt ~~ vest~gat :c, i s scre!y ~eeded i n 

, r1:. r t r -~s tab::. '.sh ma r s c~ early t t e param ete:rs of the 

c -=: v~::,p rr.~ '"t a:-id ~~c1u~:1ce o f t t e Car adian porti on o f t he 

~u~iam ?:ta, ~s t m~v9 rr e nt ~or e cl2arly. 

V: . -')r - ::; S : •;N 

~- -,. r. r: y 

''.0rt >i 

· s ~ as b P ~~ stated s~ ve ral times ~arlie r ~n th~ s pape: r, 

r ar$~ns wa s a ~a = o: co ns:.ie rab:e :.mporta~ce c~ the 

; m~r~ca ~ rel~g:.o us s c e~e . s~rc e si.gnifica~ce is 

a: wav s ~.a r: d t o measur ~ a ~d ~s usua: l y ske wed be cause o: 

[ ,1n- :r rt ·1:· at ~ :y sp ac i;, :1 cE: s not p,:,. rm:t mor E: thar. a 
oass: :- g r ~~~r • ~c e t ~ ~th e r tbem~s takc L up by Parsons. RE 
~ad cr~s ~J ~rdb: 0 co~ t act w~th the Keswick roo v~ment . H~ 
i~ c t ur ~~ ~xt ~ ns~ va!y 0~ t t~ ~c:y Spir~t at ~. B. ~. s . He was 
:r,:,. qu- :-~t:y .: :1 v);_v '?d 5..:-'. '' B::..b: "? ? s adings "--a Plymcutr, Brethr e:r. 
-~spi r ; C lli ~t h~~ cf 3~ b:? t each~~g wtich wa s e xtre me ly 
j' :"> p:i~a r w: t :. t '1<:> 1;i agara gr c. up . (A P:.bl~ ~e adi rig is "a 
s tr~~c, c ~ r ~: at e d t ~xt s er passages bri efly comment e:d upo r. . 
. . . " (~r ,, ~st ~and,:;~- , '"'h e F:n t s o f Fundamentalism, p. 
• : t-~ 1 ~Cl . 



115 

p~rs~ra: p~rspective s , it is difficult tc truly assess the 

vP. ry f ru i t =u1 caree r of this mcst energetic minist~r. 

~t ~s clear that he cam e to his work well prepared; 

'!-. !.S ~ducati on was anythi~g but mediccre. His ability to 

w~ rk as a past or ~n the church a~d build the church both in 

rumbers a~d ~~ s pir~t also seems to be proven . The Tcronto 

vsars sePm to be the halcyon years of h:s ministry. !t was 

:1 ~0rcnt~ that he was able to prcmote many of the causes 

that r.ad b~come so dear to him . ~vidently his passion for 

Chri s t ~ar. missions an d h:s strong support of theologi cal 

~ducat icn ~~ sev ~ral l8 vels were given almost free r eign 

w~i~e ~e was paster o~ Kno x Church. :here is little doubt 

t hat'!- ~ made co~siderab:e impact thrcugh tis participation 

~- :1 t r:~ Chi~a ~n:and Mission, the ~oronto Home For 

=~curab~Ps , J r the ~or~nto Willard Tract Depository. 

Obviously his wi de re ligious, political, social and business 

contacts i ~ ~oronto a~d e ven in the United States gave him 

~ume r 0us opportun!t: es to serve in a variety of ways. If 

the ~:~ete~~ t h century was truly the era of causes, he 

certa:~ly e pi t o mi zed the person who b~came wide ly involved 

~n d0~~g g0od . 

~t is , ~o we ve r, th e absence of strident rh e toric, the 

~ac~ of ~vider. c ~ o: censoriousness in his dealings with 

ethe r s wr0 ~sp~used di:f~r e~t tr.eological positions than his 

o wn wh:c~ is rasci~ating and yet, en!gmatic. To place his 
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l ~f~ alo~gside a~-~ - Shields is to f in d a person whose 

' ' &~ appears p~s~ t i ve: y peaceful. The stereotypical image 

n f t he ~u~dam antal~st ~inds a ~f irmation in Shields but not 

"' Fa r 5" !". s . 

P?rtaps th~ prcblem c: understa~dir.g the major figures 

0 ! t he :ate nine t een th century has bee n exacerbated by 

tisto r ica: aonbl 0 vis ion . Freguent:y t he tensions of t he 

1?20s ar.d ~Os ~av~ bee n transferred t c the earlier period. 

Pars?~s appears t~ t e an excellent case s tudy of the f allacy 

0 c tl:s s)rt ~f analys~s: one e xampl e in the life of Henry 

Pars?rs may , p~r~a ps , b~ t he best way to illustrate the 

p~ir. t . ~a~ry Pa rsens ' r eco rds sho w t ha t he had a certain , 

e ven ~~t~mate , &riendsh~p with the mi,ister of St. Andr ew's 

Pr esby t ~r:a ~ :hurch , th e Eev. D. J . Macdonnell . Macdo~nell 

r ad be ?n tri ~d fv r heresy bef0 r e the ~oronto Presbytery in 

•s76 r ~gardi~g his d?ubts ab?ut the existence of eternal 

pur.~stm~~t . Parsons ' predP.cessor at Kr.ox, Dr. 1'le xander 

Topp , was the moderator of ~oronto Presbytery at the time 

a ~d : e d th~ attack en Macdonnell . Parsons and Macdonnell 

carr~ ~d 0, c)rra sp0ndenc~ wtt h e ach ctler in the latte r half 

cf thP • 0ROs . [1 l D. J. Macdonnell spoke at Knox Church on a 

~u~1ay e vs r.:;g , Ju~y 1e , 189 0. ( 2 ] P~~ry Parsons delivered 

t he pr~par a t 0ry !ec tur~ fo r co mmur.ion at St. An dre w' s 

-------- ----~---
" 

pp . 

r~, s~~ Journa l Book-·" Att~nda~ce at Church Services. 
:r tr~ s"!c t.:..cn "Let t e rs Feceived ar. d Sent" during 1886 , 
:7s- ~ao . 
[: ]~!2i.1 • , July 18, 188 0 (list of speakers). 
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r hurcr 0:1 1ct 0 ber 23 , 1885 .[ 3 ] Incidentally, James F. 

~c~u r dy , t ~e fathe r of Bibl.:.ca l studies in Canada a~d a well 

k :OW!1 :~h6ral t h i nke r, was a c los~ friend and later 

b:ograph~r of D.J. Macdo~nell ; he spokt at Knox Church on 

;pr : : ~e, 1 986 at tctb t he morr.ing and e vening services.[4) 

Fars0rs ' d:ary ~~t e~ that he had lur.ch at the Macdonnell 

r~use t 0g7t h~r wit h a Dr . Walker in Novembtr, 1890.( 5 ] 

f:~al:y , Parsons atte~ded Macdonnel~'s f uneral or February 

: 4, ~896 . [ 6 ] 

Ye t t her g is no doubt t hat Parsons was an avid 

supp0rtEr ar.1 pr actiti:1r. er of premiller.L.:.alism/ 

d!spgrsa t~cn al:..sm . : twas in t ~is arena, in t he development 

of a disp~:sa t~0~al:st i~ t erpretat:..or of scripture, where he 

r 9c 6~ v ed th€ widest acc:aim . :hus , r.o t only was he a part 

-f t re f11r.da m~~talis t mov ement, h~ was indeed onE of its 

s trorg : ~adcrs . 

~ht L Parso~s r etir ~d :rom t he active ministry in 1900 

(at ag 9 7:), ~= was appoint ed Minister ~meritus in honour of 

t:s tw ~rty y~ars of serv~ce t0 Knox Church. His successor 

at K:,x :h urch wa s th€ 3ev. A. B. Witche ster, who also 

t~cam~ a~ ~ffi port a~t f~.gu r e :.. & t hg f u&dam entalist mov e ment i~ 

[ ~]:b:d . ----, 
[ !!]:uid . 

---- I 
[ 5 J;J2ig . , 
[ E- ]~!2iil ., 

M~€t:..rgs "). 

Octot e r 23 , 1 885 , p . 3 0 3 ("Extra Mee tings"). 
;_pr.:.1 18 , 188E {list cf speakers) . 
Nove mb~r ~ 89 0, p. 322 (" Extra Meetings"). 

fe trua r y 24, i q96 , p. 289 (" Extra 
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t h~ 20t h c entury. (Winchester , togetter with w. Gri! f itt 

~h~mas ~f wycl :.f : e Colle ge and an l-m e rican, Lewis Sperry 

Cr.a cGr , four. n ~d Dallas ~h eolgical Se minary.) 

r~r ~aps t h~ assessment of F.enry Parsons should 

u2. t:..ma t E-l y com '= from those wr.o knew him b~st, thP. 

c?~gr Egat iJn at Knox Church. One day after his death oL 

J a r.uar y 1 11 , 13 1 3 they d~scribed him with these words: 

Fa was po sse ssed in a si~gular degree of that charity 
wh : c:- ''hopet h and bel ieveth all things". He was 
:orb~dri~g and gentle at all timEs and never answered 
a~ y u ~k:..nd wcrds hastily. Pis genial and courteous 
pr es 0 ~c e favourably impressed all who met him. His 
gs~or ~us , lov~ng heart will be missed from among us and 
we al l f &e l that in losing him we have lost a 
:' r: er.d . ( 1 ] 

B!BL!OG'!=A PP. Y 

ViC M y ·:- y c; ')TT ?.C? s 

~ct s ana Pr oc~edings ~f th e Thirty-Nintr. General Assembly ot 
tt~ ur e sbyte ria~ Chur~t in canadaL 1913. 

;_:l , ' al ~0 .E'Hts f or Knox ChurchL }'.0ronto , 18 80-1 9 13. 

?ra 1. d.r <'l , ) av:.d 
Q):!g_.£t~.r1.Y , 
~"'7-!!83 . 

s ., ~:saac Farsons" , 
Whcle ~o. XLVI !: , Ne. 

[:]K~o x Fr~sbyte r:.an ChurchL 
:~£C rtL 1 91), f• 5 . 

~he Congre oati or.al 
4, October :870, p. 

1Q£QD.!£.L ~Il!l.!H!l 
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11 :-:111mu:-.:. or. ?0lJ. 11
, 1 €80- :900 at K!1ox Church . 'Ihis volume 

j :1clude s : ( 1 ) Hen ry Martyn Pars ons, " Recor d of 50 
Years cf Ssr vi ce in t he Mi n~stry f r om Nov. 15t h, 1854 
- Nc- v. 1 5 , 1904. 11

; ( 2) 11}.tt er. dar.ce at Churc h Servi ces 
c:-. !.ord ' s Da y and Week Day Services ,'' Apr. 188 0 - Dec . 
~?00 ; ( 3 ) " Day Book of Hen ry Parsens,'' p . 127-1 97 . 

:h.z 2.l2hi, - -::iro:itn, " Deat h o f Mr. S . F . Bri ggs ," Monday, 
: e pt<:: mb<=?r c; , 1€ 87 , p . 3 . (Al sc Sept. 6 & 7.) 

;h~ i12h!, :cro~ t o , "3e v. Dr. Parsc~s Dead i~ Eighty- Fifth 
Year ," W,; d~.~s day, J ar.uary 15 , 19 1 3, 1?• 9 . 

'' t:~~ r y Ma r t y 1 Pa r so ns ,'' Qhi,:tj!s.£1 If.£S1£~ Qi §I:gi\Qg.:t~2 Qf 
Ya~~L D~cedsea During Year tnding June 1L 1 9 1 3 , p. 
1s.,- 3se . 

" He:-: ry r.art y :1 rar sc :. .s," ~e mi - Center.ni al F.ecord of t h& Class 
c: 1 848 JX~1g ~Q1l~g~l, p. 65 & p. 71-1 2. 

Parsers , ~e v. He nry M. " The Ad vant ages of a Bjble Ser vice 
as or G of th 9 ?':!gular Se rvi c es on t he lcrd ' s Day; 
~ca r ess befo r e t he Connect i cut Sund ay School 
~o~ v~~t ion , 18 74 11 • 

~arsor~ , Fe v. H~ ~ry M. Ne w Year' s Sou venir~ 1885 . Knox 
Churc~, , ..,oror. t c , (..,o me mbers and adherer.ts ), 1885 . 

~arsor.s , :"'V. :! ':! nry M. The 'T wo ?..esurr ections . 'Ior onto , 
S. : . Fr :..ggs , 1885 . 

••-~ e S~co:1d :omi~g cf 0u r lord" Being PaRer s Eead At A 
con f 0 renc':! Hel d 1t Niagara~ ont. Jul~ 14t h !o 17t hL : ~~2 · ~or ont o , Can ada : S. R. Br iggs , ~oronto Willard 
:ract r eposi t o ry, r. . d . 

"t. -ta t e m-:1t 0: t r:e Cour se of' 
~ ., Ya l ~ C 0 l: e g e '' f r om 
:~~.'.±.::!~ , p . '.: c -:? ' . 

: r- s truct~cn , ~xper.ses , etc . 
Yal e Co l lege An nu a~ Catalogue 

w0 st , ra t \ ~r.~ 9: (ed ), Pr e mi l: gtnia l ~ssais . Chic ago , 1879 . 
~he re?~ r t ~f t h~ pr oc eedir.gs of t he fi r st American 
P~bl~ an) Pro ph~ t ic Confe r en c e , held i n Ne w York City , 
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