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PRESBYTERIAN PROGRESSIVES AND THE 

PROBLEM OF THE CITY IN TORONTO 

1881 - 1912 

"The city," wrote James A. MacDonald , editor of the Toronto 

Presbyterian journal, The Westminster , "is the strategic point in the 

warfare against evil; the storm centre is there ; there the fiercest battle 

rages. In the country the t emptations are fewer and less potent. For this 

reason people in the country sometimes fail to appreciate the strenuous­

ness of city life , the peril of it , the claims they have upon the country's 

support who stand all day long in the full front of the struggle for 

better manners, purer laws and a more wholesome life . " 1 

Urban historians in Canada have recently undertaken extensive 

research on the growth of Canadian cities and the responses of various 

groups to the opportunities and problems posed by urbanization . Several 

have noted the central role played by religion in a variety of movements for 

prohibit ion, Sabbath observance , labour and women ' s rights, and 

educational and administrative reforms in late nineteenth century Ontario. 2 

Some have paid particular attention to the rise of the radical wing of the 

social gospel, coincident with urbanization and industrialization, 

particularly in the West, and traced their gradual alienation from the 

mainline churches . 3 Church historians have examined the response to urban 

growth in Montreal 
4 

and the expansion of Toronto from 1850-90 
5

, but little 

attention has been directed to the response of the Presbyterian progressives 

in Toronto to what they called the problem of the city.
6 

1 
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This paper does not offer a detailed analysis of the Presbyterian 

response to urban growth in Toronto, but rather presents some preliminary 

observations about the changes that took place in analysis and practice 

among Toronto Presbyterians between 1881 and 1912. International experiences 

and influences played an important role in preparing the Toronto 

progressives for urban problems. When traditional methods and voluntary 

help proved unequal to the task, they introduced specialized institutions 

and professional workers . 

Changes and expansion in transportation , agriculture , manufactur­

ing and trade had increased the popultion of Toronto to 86,415 by 1881 and 

the city was fast emerging as the metropolitan centre for the entire 

province of Ontario. But the most dramatic changes took place between 1881 

and 1912. By the 1911 census, the population was 376,471 an increase of 

335%. 1,100 of the province 's industrial establishments were in Toronto , 

employing 27% of Ontario's industrial workers, as compared with 11% in 1881. 

Similiar growth took place in financial and other service industries . 

During these years Toronto burst its geographical boundaries and grew well 

beyond the Humber and the Don . Such changes brought ' the problem of the 

city' to the attention of Toronto Presbyterian ' s in a fashion that taxed 
7 both their imaginations and resources. 

Their analysis of the causes and solutions for the problem of the 

city focused on the weakening of those traditional institutions that had 

upheld the moral and social values of Protestant Ontario . By 1911, urban 

problems were seen to be central to the future of the nation: 

Who will rule these great cities? Grogsellers, 
gamblers and grafters and their demoralized and 
enslaved victims? Or a free, enlightened , highly 
moral Christian electorate? Will it be money or 
men, privilege or popular right? Will womanhood 
and childhood and even manhood be protected against 
exploitation and debauchery and bondage? Will the 
people be guaranteed sanitary homes , a plentiful 
supply of light and air , abundant opportunity of 
safe recreation and clean amusement, and protection 
against grinding poverty? Will there be slums? 



Will they honour the name of Christ? 
love the Church that bears His name? 
cities resembl e the New Jerusalem or 
of hell ?8 

The s cope of the analysis broadened: 

Will they 
Will these 

be typical 

Besides being a problem of Evangelism , it is a 
probl em of economics , of ethics , of philanthropy , 
of pol itics, of social and moral reform of every 
variety - temperance, gambling , Sabbath desecration , 
various forms of vice , of alien races and tongues 
of housing, sanitation , education , recreation , et c. 
Facing the problem of the city means facing all 
these problems in one.9 

As this analysis developed, it is little wonder that missions and 

volunteers were replaced by specialized institutions and professional 

workers . But central to the whole effort was the intention of 

maintaining traditional moral and social values. Religion was the 

essential basis of the good life and the church was a necessary 

institutional vehicle for i t s promotion: 

The Church's chief concern is the Church itself , 
the sanctifying and the strengthening of her life 
for th~ saYe and the saving of the world . 10 

Presbyterians insisted that the Church was the moral dynamic and 

spiritual guide of the nation . New tools of analysis and new methods 

were designed to str engthen and expand the t raditional influence of 

the Church . 

I 

Urban growth had come late to Canada . Europe and the United 

States experienced the combined impact of industrialization and ur ban­

ization during the nineteenth century. The awareness that Canadian 

churchmen had of the problem of the city dates from contacts with others, 

particularly in Great Britain and the United States , who were attempting 

to meet urban problems in their countries . 
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Two significant shifts took place among evangelical 

Protestants in the North Atlantic triangle in their attitudes to the 

problem of the city during the nineteenth century. In the wake of the 

Evangelical Revival in Great Britain and the Second Great Awakening in 

the United States , the negative view of man ' s possibilities held by the 

vast majority of Calvinists in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 

was softened and the scope of God's grace was seen to encompass all 

mankind.
11 

Such a shift provided strong impetus for missionary efforts 

and opened up the possibility of reform replacing charity in matters of 

social relief . Concrete expressions of this shift could be seen in 

the growth of urban missionary movements and the work in Scottish cities 

inspired by men like Thomas Chalmers. 12 Compassion and protection 

provided the dual motivation for much of this work. They argued that 

improvement in the conditions of the masses had to come through the 

development of their own frugal , industrious and self-restrained habits . 

These qualities would be instilled by an adequate moral and religious 

training. That training would also protect the values and institutions 

that were threatened by the existence of poverty and squalor in the 

midst of growing plenty. The aim of such reform efforts was to equip 

the poor to gain their fair share of material progress through personal 

f . 13 re ormation . 

During the latter part of the nineteenth century , there was 

another shift that affected the methods used in promoting such 

reformation . Typified in the work of Dwight L. Moody, there was a shift 

from conversion to nurture with respect to the "Christianization of 

civilization". The concern to nurture the nation in the Christian faith 

gave birth to a number of international organizations for Christian 

education at all levels of Church life. Sunday schools, the Y. M. C.A .' s, 

missionary organizations, young people's societies and student bodies 

all engaged in this movement. Personal regeneration was still held to 

be important , but the educational work that built and sustained a 

Christian life was seen as equally, if not more, important. 14 



, _ 
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As the cities of Europe and America industrialized during 

the nineteenth century , churchmen attempted to keep pace by expanding 

their facilities for promoting personal reform. The increasing number 

of problems brought a recognition on the part of some churchmen that 

personal reform was not enough. The causes of poverty and squalor 

could not, in their minds, be attributed solely to bad habits and vice 

on the part of the poor. Social as well as individual reform was 

h f d f . ·1· . 15 necessary to ensure t e sa ety an progress o civi ization. 

Canadian Presbyterians made contact with other churchmen 

engaged in the struggle to keep the city pure through a number of 

channels. Scotland was the place of birth and education for a number 

of the men who assumed positions of leadership as the problem of the 

city emerged. International bodies such as the Pan-Presbyterian 

Alliance and the Evangelical Alliance provided forums for the discussion 

of the problem of the city . There were an increasing number of 

religious journals catering to Canadian Presbyterians in the latter 

part of the nineteenth century which made important contributions to 

the awareness and analysis of the problem of the city. 16 

Early articles on the Church and the city revealed the twin 

influences of Britain and the United States. In 1891 an extensive 

article on the evangelization of the city appeared in the Knox College 

Monthlv written by Daniel McTavish, a D.Sc. from Queen's University, 

Kingston (1885) and minister at Central Presbyterian Church in Toronto . 

McTavish drew heavily on Josiah Strong's book, Our Country , 

published in the United Stat~s in 1885 while Strong was secretary of the 
17 Evangelical Alliance, for his analysis of the problem. The single 

most important development in the nation was seen to be the rapid growth 

in size and influence of the modern city. The causes of th~t growth, 

according to McTavish, were entirely different from the desire for 

protection and social life that had animated the growth of ancient cities . 

The modern city had a peculiar fascination, "a sort of witchery in the 

rush and roar of city life", that attracted many. Modern invention and 

discovery increased the centralizing tendency, while improvements in 



The principles that McTavish outlined were those that the 

Church attempted to follow in dealing with the problem of the city. 

From Britain, and Scotland in particular, Canadian Presbyterianism 

drew its theological attitudes. It was conservative in its view of 

7 

the necessity of the Church in national life and the importance given 

to evangelism in its work. But the similarities between the American 

and Canadian situations, especially with respect to immigration, led 

the Canadians to draw heavily on American work in their analysis and 

response to the new social problems posed by urban growth. The ideology 

was dominated by the Scottish influence, but many of the methods 

d d b h f A 
. . . 20 a opte ore t e stamp o merican progress ivism. 

There was, however, a uniqueness which Canadians sensed about 

their situation. This was largely due , in their minds, to the late 

emergence of the problem in Canada and the quality of the nation's 

leadership. George M. Grant, principal of Queen's University, Kingston, 

told a meeting of the Evangelical Alliance in Chicago in 1893 that 

Canadian churches were "as yet to be confronted with only the first 

beginnings of those grave social problerr,s of the city and the country 

which Dr. Strong depicts in his recent work, The New Era.'' He outlined 

the response which he expecter from Canadians as these conditions 

emerged: 

The questions that are be ing discussed in older 
and more crowded countries must be faced by 
the wise men and the young men of Canada, no matter 
what disturbance to deeply-rooted preconceptions 
may be the result. Movement in this direction has 
commenced already, as might be expected on the 
part of a t r uth-loving people coming into full 
consciousness of the meaning of the century in 
which it finds itself. Our institutions of 
learning ... are now filled with men and a due 
proportion of women, who combine that s el f -control, 
reticence , and modesty begotten by conservative 
training with love of learning and a deep 
religious spirit, and also with t hat freedom from 
routine and readiness to exper iment that L~l ongs 
to a new country.21 
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The sense of national mission, with its opportunity and 

responsibility, was captured in one of James A. MacDonald's editorials 

in The Westminster: 

God has given us in this land a great and goodly 
heritage. We have all the rich material 
endowment that goes to the making of a great 
nation . May we not cherish high ideals of what 
our country shall be? May we not cherish the 
hope that, in this formative period of our 
country's history, the teachers in our schools 
and colleges; the men who, in legislative halls, 
are shaping our institutions; the men who, 
through the press, have the ear of the people 
every day, and the men who are called to exercise 
the prophetic function, shall work together as 
a united force to permeate our people with those 
great, eternal principles of righteousness which 
alone can make a nation strong?22 

It was generally agreed that Canada had an unparalleled opportunity 

to control and shape her life as a nation and churchmen were determined 

t hat Christian values and principles would be a decisive force in that 

work. If the cities of the land were the strategic points in the 

battle for a righteous nat i on, the success or failure of the Church's 

work in the city was crucial t o their hopes. 

II 

As McTavish's article indicated, the initial response of 

Presbyterians to Toronto's growth took the form of strengthening and 

expanding traditional methods. Through church extension, mission work 

and voluntary organizations, Presbyterians attempted to preserve the 

"uplifting" influence of Christianity among the increasing number of 

Torontonians . 

As early as the 1870's, the conditions that character i zed the 

inner cores of the cities of Great Britain and the United States were 

beginning to appear in districts of Toronto such as the St.John's Ward. 

A Church Extension Society was established during the 1870's to plan 

and support the establishment of churches in the newer districts of 

the city . In many areas, however, self-supporting congregations could 
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not be maintained. The Presbyterian Ministerial Association of Toronto 

divided the city into districts and allocated these areas to various 

congregations for the establishment and oversight of mission work. By 

1886, John G. Shearer , later secretary of the Board of Moral and 

Social Reform , reported nine such missions. Much of this mission work 

was located in the new areas of the city , but some served older downtown 

districts that were being populated by immigrants and the unchurched 

poor. 

Shearer described the work of the Elizabeth St . Mission, 

connected with Central Church where Daniel McTavish was minister. There 

was a Sunday School , a Band of Hope (for the promotion of total 

abstinance among children and their parents), a penny savings bank , a 

girls's sewing class, mother's meetings, cottage prayer meetings and 

visitations , a medical dispensary, a group of tract distributors and 

a student missionary at the Church who conducted services at the mission 

and visited in the neighbourhood. 23 

Another important institution in inner city work was connected 

with St. Andrew's Church, King St . The Hork began with a Sunday School, 

an evening school and a penny savings bank in 1877. The Sunday school 

sought to establish religious i nfluence among children who were growing 

up in tenement districts where parents were too busy, indifferent or 

drunk to concern themselves with religious matters. The evening school 

was designed to provide an opportunity for young men who were unable 

t o attend school during the day to do so at night . In addition, 

a f ternoon classes were off ered for girls in sewing and mother's meetings 

were held, both directed at strengthening the home life of the district. 

The penny savings bank provided not only the immediate opportunity to 

save money, but also helped build the habits of thrift and self­

discipline. The object of these efforts, commonly known as 'The Dorset 

Schools ', was s ummed up in the final line of a poster which advertised 

the activities - "All welcome who desire to improve themse1 vc'". . 11 

The work grew until in 1891 St. Andrew's Institute was 

erected on Nelson St. The facilities included a gymnasium, swimming 

pool, kitchen, large club and reading rooms , small class rooms, and 
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living quarters for the caretaker ' s family and the Bible Reader or 
24 deaconess. 

Urban growth in the 1890's involved a geographical expans i on 

and shift in population that had not taken place during earlier 

periods . Not only was the Church faced again with the probl em of 

church extension, but also with the danger of l arge , well-to-do churches 

vacating sites and following their congregations to the comfort and 

affluence of the suburbs. 

The movement of churches from the down-town core did not 

pass unchall enged. When Knox Church proposed to move from its Queen St . 

site to Spadina Ave . in 1899, a long debate began on "the down-town 

problem." The Westminster, under its editor, James A. MacDonald , 

provided a running commentary on the debate and used the occasion to 

inform Torontonians of experiments in other cities, s uch as Manchester, 

England, where an inner city church had been refitted as an 

institutional church adapted to the needs of the immediate neighbourhood. 

MacDonald pleaded for a similiar spirit of inventiveness and concern 

in Toronto . 25 

By the time Knox Church closed its doors on Queen St. in 

1905 , Toronto Presbyterians seemed convinced that city work could not 

be left to weak and sporadic mission efforts. Fully equipped churches , 

established in a planned and orderly fashion , drawing on the expertise 

and financial support of the whole Presbyt ery, were, according to 

current opinion , the only lasting solution to the problem of 

maintaining a religious presence in the down-town areas. 

In March , 1903, a meeting was called by the Presbytery of 

Toronto to discuss the neglect of the city core . Commenting on the 

meeting, The Presbyterian, a companion journal to The Westminster, 

noted that the situation in Toronto was not acute, but trends that had 

created the problem of neglect in American and British cities were 

certainly developing . The Church had , up to the present, addressed 

herself to the relatively small influx of immigrants - the Jews, Chinese 

and Ital ians - but The Presbyterian expressed alarm at the "large number 

of our artisan population, intelligent, self-respecting, and in 
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comfortable circumstances, who are absent from God's house, and who , 

in increasing numbers, are becoming estranged from His Church.
1126 

More details on the conditions in Toronto were presented 

in November of 1903: 

Like a great octopus the city is throwing out 
its tentacles in all directions and drawing to 
itself all sorts and conditions of men. There 
are those who are attracted by the enlarged 
educational, social and commercial advantages 
of the city , but there are also those who are 
drawn by motives of an entirely different 
character, and the result is that within the 
limits of any great modern city the most 
startling contrasts and extremes are found. 

The article went on to say that lines of separation between classes 

were becoming more sharply defined , "quarters" were growing, and 

"moral infection" and degradation went on constantly among the ignorant 

and the immoral . In face of all of this, argued The Presbyterian , 

some of the large, wealthy churches were leaving those parts of the 
27 

city where th'ey were most needed . 

Out of the March meeting emerged the Toronto Presbyterian 

Union, an organization of leading laymen and cl ergy who hoped to 

strengthen and super vise the extension of the Church in Toronto: 

The great underlying aim is that the strong 
shall help the weak; that the efforts shall 
not be s poradic but systematic, and that money 
and couns~l and brains of the stronger churches 
shall ass ist those who with inadequate 
equipment of men and money seek to hold the 
hard places and to keep the life of the city 
free from t he debasing influences that swarm 
in the wake of neglect.28 

The need for such work, according to The Presbyterian, was 

urgent . Toronto had been growing at the rate of 10 ,000 to 15,000 per 

year , yet only one new church had been founded between 1899 and 1904 .
29 

A summary of the work which the Union was undertaking was 

presented in 1906 . Twenty-four churches and areas in Toronto were 

·listed as being in need of strengthening or new work . Eight of the 

twenty-four were down-town situations. In some , it had been possible 
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to build institutional churches , such as MacDonald had suggested. The 

Union met with moderate success in providing money and land for new 

churches, and did provide co-ordinated planning, but the annual reports 

to the Presbytery of Toronto suggested that support for the work of 
30 the Union was not as widespread as was deemed necessary. 

Traditional church methods and forms had proved inadequate 

to meet the problem of the inner city . By 1907, it was widely 

recognized that special measures would have to be adopted if the Church 

was to maintain an influential presence in the poorer districts of 

Canada's cities . As Presbyterians encountered the problems of the 

city, the understanding of some of the message and person of Christ 

and its application in the life of the Church and the nation had 

broadened from its personalist base to a more inclusive and comprehensive 

social gospel. James A. MacDonald described this development as a 

new evangelism for the old Evangel: 

The Evangel for the last year of the nineteenth 
century is the same Evangel that quickened and 
sustained men in the first , but the evangelism 
of the first year could not serve in the last. 
The changed conditions of life, the widened 
horizons of thought, the new knowledge and the 
new needs have made necessary a new evangelism 
if the old Evangel would reach men and be 
again, as it was of old, a recovering and 
redeeming power , 31 

In 1907, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 

provided an institutional framework within which the progressives could 

promote their new evangelism. 

III 

Having received overtures from several Presbyteries across 

the country , the General Assembly established a Committee on Temperance 

and other Moral and Social Reforms . The overture from the Presbytery 

of Toronto mentioned similiar bodies in the Presbyterian Church in 

the United States , North, and the Methodist Church in Canada. 
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In content , the concerns of the new committee were similiar to those 

of the Committee on Church Life and Work which preceded it , but there 

were two important differences. The first was the appointment of 

John G. Shearer as full-time secretary of the committee . Shearer had 

been secretary of the Lord's Day Alliance since 1900 . By 1906 , he 

had guided the Lord's Day Act through the Dominion Parliament and 

become a national figure in the field of moral and social reform.
32 

The second difference was the composition of the committee . With the 

establishment of the committee , those churchmen who advocated a more 

progressive approach to the problem of the city gained a national voice 

within the Church and a base for the organization and support of their 

work. 

In 1911 , George Pidgeon, then professor of practical theology 

at Westminster Hall in Vancouver and joint chairman of the Board of 

Moral and Social Reform and evangelism with C. W. Gordon , described 

four ways in which the reformers sought to promote their cause. 

Education, he said, was th _ first means, the foundation of all the 

rest . The people must be shown the danger and taught their duty . " 

Organization was the second step; legislation to protect the innocent 

from "the business of vice" · followed: and finally the need for better 

law enforcement and "an aggressive public sentiment behind our 

officials. 1
•
33 In general, the Board saw itself preventing the spread 

of evil and providing an environment in which each citizen could grow 

to his or her full potential within the brotherhood of men and under 

the fatherhood of God. 

Presbyterians were not alone in the push for reform . The 

Methodists had established a national committee in 1904. In 1907 , 

Shearer was instrumental in the organization of the Moral and Social 

Reform Council of Canada which he and T.A . Moore of the Methodist 

Church jointly headed. The Council, later to become known as the Social 

Service Council of Canada, was a coalition of church, labour and farm 

bodies in the interests of progressive reforms. 



The movement for change and reform set in motion by such 

organizations did not meet with universal approval . The task of 

laying bare some of the sores of a growing nation brought criticism 

upon the Board and some of its members. For example, in 1907, 

C. W. Gordon, who had achieved international fame as a novelist under 

the pen name Ralph Connor, together with Salem Bland and others, had 

been publically criticized for "meddling in politics". The Presbyterian 

responded with characteristic vigour: 

The sensitiveness to criticism and the virulence 
with which some public men resent any 
interference of the pulpit are an indication of 
the influence which a strong, sane ministry, with 
a prophetic passion for righeousness, might 
exert in the forming of a vigorous and healthful 
public opinion. If we are to be true to the 
ideals which animated the Fathers of Confederation, 
and are to preserve our splendid country from 
the things which bring weakness and decay, the 
evils which flourish at its centre must be laid 
bare and revealed in all t heir naked ugliness. 

' This is quite as necessary as the inculcating of 
sound ethical principles,34 

In 1908, two Presbyterian ministers were faced with libel 

suits over comments made concerning moral and social conditions in 

their communities. John Pringle, a Yukon missionary, had criticized 

law enforcement in the Yukon, while James A. MacDonald, by then 

editor of t he Toronto Globe, had incurred the wrath of Beattie Nesbitt, 

whom MacDonald had accused of introducing Tammany Hall tactics into 

T 1
. . 35 oronto po itics. 

In an a t tempt to mobilize the laity of the Church behind the 

cause of reform, C. W. Gordon and J. A. MacDonald introduced a laymen's 

organization, the Presbyterian Brotherhood, to Canada from the United 

States in 1907. The Brotherhood took as its motto a phrase made 

famous by the British journalist W. T. Stead, "The union of all who 

l ove in the service of all who suffer." Upon the organizing of a 

branch in Toronto The Presbyterian commented : 



The great aim of the Brotherhood is to recruit 
the manhood of the Church for definite, practical 
work in the extension of the Kingdom ... It may 
be described as a spirit rather than a finished 
organization . If the spirit of personal 
responsibility can be aroused it will organize 
for itself a suitabl e body , 36 

15 

Three major conferences of churchmen were organized between 

1909 and 1914 with the express purpose of informing and mobilizing the 

laity in the cause of reform . In 1909, Canada's Missionary Congr ess 

included addresses on home miss ions and reform work as well as 

foreign missions. In 1913, the Presbyterians held a large Pre-Assembly 

Congress in Toronto where such American social gospellers as Graham 

Taylor of the University of Chicago joined Canadian reformers i n 

urging support for moral and social reform. Another famous American 

s ocial gospeller , Charles Stelzle of the Presbyterian Church, North, 

was a keynote speaker at the Social Service Congress in Ottawa in 1914. 

The proceedings of all thrPe congresses were printed and distributed 
. 37 

across the country. 

Throughout this period of organization and mobilization, the 

analysis of city conditions was becoming more sophisticated. Several 

members of Shearer's Board had studied in the United States under 

leaders of the progressi ve movement there. W. J. Knox had spent a year 

at Teachers' College, Columbia University, New York, the main centre of 

the progressive movement in American education. 38 William Lyon MacKenzie 

King had studied in Chicago where he had worked with Jane Addams at 

Hull House, the foremost of the American settlements. King has been 

described during these early years of his career as "one of a new 

breed of social scientists who were appearing in many parts of North 

America, filled with the desire to find the means of resolving the 

tensions of industrial society . 11 39 Their approach was characterized 

by carefully gathered information, professional planning , and a 

rational , efficient use of resources with scientific expertise. This 

efficient bureaucracy of experts was emerging as a counterpart to 

groups within the commerce and industry. Its guiding principles were 
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expansion, efficiency , economy and expertise. Such an approach on the 

part of a Church body attracted the support of business interests 

whose well-being woul d be served by the reforms and work proposed. 40 

While Shearer's Board did not introduce this approach to the Church , 

it was a major vehicle for its application and acceptance in Church 

work . 

The need to educate Canadians in the "danger" and "duty" 

associated with the problem of the city , using carefully gathered 

information, led to the undertaking of a number of s0cial surveys . In 

1911 The Presbyterian war ned of the danger of fal se civic pride that 

blinded people to the nature and extent of moral and social problems 

in their cities . To combat "the Cult of the White-Washed Fence", i t 

advocated social surveys such as those conducted by William Booth in 

London, Rowntree in York , the Pittsburgh Survey in the United States 

and that compiled by Dr . Hastings on the slums of Toronto . Special 

mention was made of the Child Welfare Exhibit in Kansas City . 41 The 

surveys that were undertaken were sponsored by the Presbyterian 

Brotherhood and conducted in co-operat i on with the Methodist Church . 

The published results were aimed at informing and mobilizing opinion 

in the cities surveyed to improve the conditions found . 

In a further attempt to educate the public , both the 

Presbyterian Board and the Moral and Social Reform Council of Canada 

published comprehensive reading courses on social problems and the 

social sciences . The Presbyterians had engaged MacKenzie King and 

0. D. Skelton (then Sir John A. MacDonald Professor in Political and 

Economic Science at Queen' s University , Kingston) to advise in compili ng 

these lists. The reading courses sought to provide access for the 

church as a whole to a cross-section of the scientific expertise that 

was then available on the problems faced by Church and nation. The 

Board undertook to provide these books at cost .
42 

The Toronto progressives , having learned from the theory and 

practice of those who faced urban problems in Great Britain and the 

United States and having recognized the failure of traditional methods , 
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led the Presbyterians in adopting the insights of the new social 

sciences and the experiments of social reformers in British and 

American cities. The settlement house was the institution that 

combined new theories and methods in a comprehensive approach to the 

problem of the city. In 1912, the Presbyterian Board of Moral and 

Social Reform established a chain of settlements that eventually 

included houses in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver. St . 

Christopher House in Toronto served as the mother house and training 

centre for the chain. The settlements trained professional city 

workers, conducted detailed research into urban conditions and carried 

on a varied program of health services, education and evangelization 

geared to the needs of their inner city neighbourhoods . The complexity 

of urban problems, the need for professional workers, and, in the 

end, the demands on manpower at home and abroad during World War I 

made volunteer help channelled through traditional church institutions 

. . 1 f . . k 43 impractica , or inner city wor. 

As these preliminary observations suggest, much of the primary 

research into the response of Toronto Presbyterians to urban problems 

at the turn of the century remains to be done. Yet some tentative 

conclusions may be offered. First, the motivation of Presbyterian work 

in Toronto throughout the period from 1881 to 1912 was the preservation 

of the moral and social influence of Christianity . New ideas and 

techniques were adopted to that traditional purpose. Second, a multitude 

of influences from both sides of the Atlantic helped to shape the 

response of the Toronto progressives. However, the value they placed 

on social stability and the Scottish ties that remained dominant among 

Canadian Presbyterians moderated the influence of the more radical 

elements of the American social gospel. Finally, the Presbyterian 

progressives were as responsive as any group in Canadian society to the 

new social sciences and reform movements that sought to reshape Anglo­

Saxon society in the late nineteenth century . 
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PRESBTTERIAN WOMHS AND T}iE II.ITIANS

by

John Webster Grsnt

In booirs r,r.ith sueh. tiitres as Anna and the lni.ians and

Frqqqqq,eq4 lhE Creeq the Oar:.ad.ian wri"ce.r Nan $hlpl-ey

has narrated. the ad.ventures of several Metirodist wonerl

who devoted ihelr lives tc son€ foru of missionary servlce

anong the Ind.ian$ of Canad.a, rznd I sr.l*pect tilat she

provided the suggestion thar i unconsciousJ-y pickea i-rp

n proposing a iai:'*]- for thi"s pepcr, the story I nave to

tel-l j s ccnsiri.erabiy less pec.!;ed. with dranatic incld.ent,

althougir I hr:pe that :.t wj-Il n*t be wj-tiiout i-nterest. I
proFcse no't iCI .iesuribe the wo-rk of Presb;rterian wonen

nrissj-ona.ries, c.f e"e:"i tc *.,ssess its effectiveneser, bu.t

rather to dis.-:ugsr :1,:u ine }u'omanrs Forei-gn l{iss:-cnarj

Socie*;y of tire ?resby*ueriar: Church in Canad.a {}restern

Sectj-cn) caere to ijlonscr such a 1ar6e ehare of Presbyterian

lvork iri thls field.

fhrrt iire *,:ntribu'uron of Presbyterian women to Indian

mlssions was u.nusual}-y significant is not operr to doubto

altb.oug,ir one wori.l-d scarcel;' $ue$ij itE extent -from trie few

refer:ences to :t i* tlie annua-L reports *f t:;e ii'oreign

.Uisslcln Corunli;tee, I{y curl,csiiy eibo;.t tlie top;c wrs aroused,

indeedn bf cornlng; scross a statene.rri by i)r. ;dlr.iie-- E, Bairo

in 1895 tliat for severai yeers tne uen',"rers of tlie h'onanf s

'."rei-gn ili-seionar"' Soci-eiy

have borne ihe entire cost of tliat part of tire work wi:is is

'r''"t



especl-al"ly airected to women and chiid,ren, and" thie, slnce
it lncludes the butlding and^ maintenance of schoole, the
payment of the sslaries of nratrons arid. teacirers, erld elmj-lar
€xpenses, has a,nnounted to about two-thlrd.s of the Cornrnltteets
wirol e reveiiue. 1

The inportance of their roLe is underllneo by the fact that

Fresbyterians, aore "uhe.n any otiier denoininatl-on, concentrated,

thelr efforts a&ong the Ind.ten€ upon educational work.

The wonen of other denouilnatj-ons responded with equal

aiacrlty to apped.s fcr ti:eir lnvolvement j-n fu:ci.larr rnisslons,

and comparison of aetual contrlbutione j-s rns"ee difficult by

different nethods cf account:l-ng" fhe Methodlst Womanrs

I"llsetonary $ociety, iormed in 1881 , was invoi'.reci fron its
2

inception and thus ar"f,tcipated l-"cs FresbyterJ-an counterpart,

3y 1911-12 its givings tc this b-sanch of tire',vctrk were 
7

ror:ghJ,y two-third.s of those of the Presbyterj-an W.F.M.5.

The Wonenrs Aux$..liary to the }onestic ana tr'oreign lvlissionary

Society of the Churci, of Shrgi-and ln Cenaela, forrned i.n leg]

an'1 affiliated. iia n9OA with the liissionary Society of the

Canadiar: Cburch, gave prlority to Indian work from :;ne

suari, ancl was pressec to "t-nerease 1ts sr.t"pport as tire

Chur$n Xisslonary Soci"ety gradudly withd.rew its aia to
Ca.rra,C.a, by i912 lt ma;' i.ave been contributlng ag much as

4
its Presb,;lterian caanterpert, Siethc,rist sontribr"ittons vrere

alnost entlre}y d.ii'ected io a few in*tlti.ltions in Bri.tlsh
Cell-wabia, hovrever, while Anglicar: suppor'.; was scat'bered

over ;Bany phases o1' ai:i enterprise t!:.a.i wae in *o':"ui br.i.-"i"k

rnuch 1-arger than that cf ej-tk;er $ethocis*;$ or Presbyter.l-&.*s,

0f ne:tiier Anglican nor Methodlst societ;r couic irava 'been

sa*.; what .-;.ire Boara ,:f iiome Misslcrie conceaert wiien ii;
took over responsibili'hy in i 913, 'To ti:e W.}-t,M.S, mu$f,



be

1n

given the credlt for tho

thls bra.nch of the work"'

,:,. 
,1

Buccess that has been attained
5

the Womanre Forelgn Ivllselonary Soclety ceme tnto belng

at a nneeting of women cal"led together on 1! n'ebruary 1A7g

at the request of 'lhe Foreign Mlssi"on Courm:,ttee of the
0

newly fonoed, ?resbplbr*rj an Churcit in Canada" ?rofeseor

Wlll1arn Macl&ren of, Knox*Cal-Ie6e has been credlted with

lnspl::ing its formationu' ar:d tne wivos of K"ncx f,aculty

members were proninent from the outilet cn lts board of
management, .American pl"eceriente must have been very much

ln n1nd, for on ? Fsbrrrary 18?? tiae society:"nvited the

preeident of its "$*ire::ican counterpart to ad.dress its fj,rst
annual- mn*ting and ori ? llay ti l.netli;uted a l-ong-continued.

prectice r;f exchanging vleitors with tire Wonanrs Boarri of
Forelgn Mlsstons oi'" th* North West ii:lited. $tates, apperently

a mld"western hcd.y. At first the societ;r was designated the
rWomanf a Forej,gtr Mlusionary Society of forolito r, but after
tfre formation of ai;xll-iarie* el-sewhe::'e it was allowed to

style ltself as of rtire Prasbyterlan Churcli in Canada
b

(Western $ection).

The corrstltutj-on of, the soclety contained scme definite
restrlctions, It was to be auxj"iiary to the Soreign Miseion

Ceuunittee, wirj-ch r'{as to ma.ke appointnen'bs anc. aLtocate noney

i"n frj-i. ftreld.s while the W.}'"M"S, wo;l-cl::al$e incr;{rli and seek

tc rec::ulr 'fema]-e labouretrE!. Fund.e were ic: r)e used for
rwork aerng women aJrd chilriren ln heatkrqlrl Laiids'o:::'or the

sl:-.!ort of female mlsslonarlee* antl. f*r no o'bb"er luri]oses.
At firsi the eoeiety wao exclusiveiy conctrrnf;f, wi'L:ir work in
inuia, where tt r?rrp;,srted two wonen nissionarles under the



Amerlczur Preebyterlans before the Presbyi;orlan Cburch 1n

Canada becs$e folualJ-y lnvol-ved. The provl-ston6 of lte

constltutlon reflected condltlons ln that country, where

women were segregaied ln zen&n&s and thus apploachable

only by women mtssi,or:arles, but they were carrled over

into cther flelds as the work of the society expailded.

ft:,dian work i"n the Oanad.ran nortnwest fron iss

inception in 1866 was ti:"e responsibi}"ity of the Foreign

Iriiselon Oorninittee. there w&sr hov'ever, no suggeetlon t:hen

ilie socl-ety was inaugurated or for some yeers thereafter

that the W.F.M.S. nigiit lncltioe it w:ttb.in th.e range of its

operations, aJ.though the opening of a Fresbyterian field

in Folrffos& **as qul-ckiy foi-lowed by society support for 1t.

In 18?9 iucy Baker becelre the f:l-rst ?resbyterisrl woman

mlsslonary ta minister to th.e Indi-arrs, but she went to

?rince ,Llbert as a rrissi;n;rry of the cornnlttee and not of

t!:.e soelety" trt was evlc.eli-Eiy felt eiiher tft.at cespite

ti:el::: cCInilection wilh thu -f'"i"i "C, Inai"a;r slssi'ons ldere

not quite forelgn €riough ar that the pattern of segregation

'iira'u was ireld to justi-fy a spec:-ai roie for women i"n Ind'la

a*d iior:.riclui qiq not exiet arnong the ind.ians, Tiris situation

1,?&$ xo change sc qu:-cr-ty, a^nd yet $o lncarlspicuousS-y, that

by 15 Aprii 1885 tne boarci of riariagen*ilt coul-d. state ee its

policytiiat te.fforts in'rhe f.:.ture as !n tii* pasr $h411 be

ciirectea to the evangeiiaatl-On of worsen and. cn:"ln':cit j.;

heatherr iar:ds, l-nciuCirlg our *wn Indiar.s o.f ti:.e i'(orth \{estr .

ftrpar:.sion of mi*stonary i"ntereet was, :n "b!:e rnaln, a

nat',lraj. &no. spontanec,us process. A re6rr3-s,r feature of eari.y
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neetLngs of the board of managenent was the read.tng of

nlssj-onary letters, and wh1le corlegpondence from Indla

held the place of honour there was from the outset evldence

of keen lnterest in reports from the Idew Flebrides and trintdad

misslons of the Eastern Sectj.on of the church' as well ae

1n oceasional letters fron .Amerlcan misslonarles in sueh

countries as Ceylon and Turkey. In a way it is sLxrprielng

that the f,iret letter i'r'rm the northwest, the beginning of

a serles by George Flett of Okanaser appeared only on

5 Novenber '18?E. E?en l-n ttrte correspondence one may suspect

soae Aellberate attenpt to lnvolve th.e W.i'.M.S, more d,eeplyt

for it was Xrietlga*ued by lirs" Gecrge Bryce of Wlnnipegt

wlfe of a professcr at Fianitsba Col"lege wlro frequently

advlsed the Foreign i{ission Cormittee on Indlan nnatters arld

herself tire firsi ldofiten preeident of the lvlanitoba Historlcal
iu

Society, in aJIy c&$e j"t nust have had some effectr for it

wer$ reported to iiave rd.lrected ool.thougltts and prayers
tl

lnto new sr.d. important channel-sr.

Two personal contacts during the ealLy 1880s may have

given at Least nargi"nal- encourage,ment. 0n 1 Iiiovember 1881

a mo*thly neeti-ng wes ad.dressed by fliise Thna Baylie r a

Flontreal Congregatjonalist who had worked" arr,orig the fj"shers

of Labracor before transferring her dedlcated, althouglt

somewhat neurotic ."i;*tes to 'htre 0 jibwas €fi-or.- the nortii

shore o;. lak€ Huron. She was nOted aS hrivi,::.g 'aroused, muCh

interest and By,,rpatlryr and.r perilap$ signif,lcantlyr &$ being

knovm aj-ready to sone of the lariies, Tnen at tcite arrriual

neeiing of 12 Apr11 1883 a d.elegate of the newly fo'rmed

Methodist WomsJrrs Mli:siotrary Soclety brought not only SreetirLgs
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but an account of uork among various peoples lncludlng
rlndiaas on the conflnes of Araskar. It would not be

surprlsing if the effect were to stimulate Presbyterlan

women to emulate their efforts.
The actual dec:-sion to become lnvolved was taken

wlthout warning at the tag end of what must have been a

long neetlng on 5 Jme 1883 1n the fom of a resol-ution

'to state to the Forelgn Mieelon Comnilttee tha't we wl-ll

gladLy bear a$y expense i-n connection witl:. the chlldren

cf the Indians in our North !fe*t under the c&re of that
Comr*ittee end af,so tlla.t i{r*, iiarvie {t}re corr€sponuing

secretary for foreign fie)"de] corresponctr with Hise Baker

at presen"r, -ceaehing ln Frince Al_bert I . 1b.j_s action was

fo1-1owed, by eucr,' a iong silence i* tite wj-nutes that one

night be temp'bed io regard it &s st1l1born, but such was

not '[rre cese" 0n 6 l{overi:b*r a letter was read frorc.Oeorge

Flett llsting ed.ucatrcnel- needs, and by th.e next year the

society reported tnat it wss aid"ing zul school,s in the
t)

nortiiwest. thus wlthr:ut fanf,are tlre W.tr.M.S. entered.

wncleheartedl-y j-nto & r:eb. f:-el-d of laboutr,

A neu type of aid was lnaugurated in response to an

appeel received. on 7 October i&84 from the H.ev,:iug!. McKay

fos k,oxes of clothing for :leedy l::.'C.iar: far*ilies. This might

not eeem to women ot' ihe 19?0s the nost cxeati"se t'*m of
involveirrent, but tr:ere ea:r be no doubt of its s,t*"x&.cti-on for
Vtctoylan rviotilere arro a',;.nte, Re-qervos were all.c,cated to

preek;"lterlaL.s or aux"iliarj.es, wr.ich set t,r wo;:h with" a

rlri1i and. sent auring the firet yeat euppii- es valuec at ',wo
1q

ti?ouss,nC acl1&rs. ihj-s efr-ort had ti:.e effect of draw"ing
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a further flood of letters from the fleldr expresslng

profor:rrd gratltud.e but aleo ln nany caees aitachlng

detalled etatements of ed,ucatlonal needs.

So far the W"tr'.M.S. was mereiy assisting work carrled.

on by ottrers, but cn 4 August 1885 it was noted. that Mies

Isabel-la Rose of Woodstock was appl-yi-ng for appolntment

as a nlsslonary of the soclety in the northwest and on

1 September ihat e|:e had been eccepted by the Foreiglr

Ivlisslon Connittee. Mlss }lose, who was thus the socletyf o

flrst representative in thJ"s field., bad already spent some

tlme ln the rses-L and had acquired. sone Is:rowledge of the

Cree lan6uage. tsy the next year i"u wee reported that other
15

ladies wd,x'e appiying. ll6a"nwhi1e Lucy Baker, later
descr-!"bed ln an officlel histor:;r &$ tontr horiored. f:-ret

tb
misslonary of 'tire W.F,M,S, to the fndis.nsf had been ln
Prlnce Al-bert slnce 1879 " 0n 1 $eptember 188! the soctety

expressed renewe* interest in eecuring her serl,'lee$, but

she left the west for a tlme exhausted after ttr e North:West

Rebell"lon and. appeare<l on the Boclety'e list of nissisnari-ee

only in the 1888 Anv:'"tal- Report. Even ihen the lp.ck of

Indlan s-fricients at the Nisbet Acad,enny where she was teaching

gave rise'to questions.0n 2 0ctober 188? tfie i-:oard agreed

f for thls year' to pay ssJ,aries st the academy, but tliereafter
Ml-se Bakerrs rarn€ disappeared fronr the .llet fr,r &nother two

y earS .

Increaeed. involvement 1ed to more frequ*nt contacts,

whlch in turn stinulated further i-;rteress, J,etters of thar:"ks

for: cl,othlng burl'ciles began to outnumtrer tirose from Ind:-a,

especlall]' after Miss PleGregor, ti:.e oociety!$ most prol-ific
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correspondent there, was eunmoned. hone ae the result of
personel d,lffj-cuJ.t1ee wlth other miselonaries. 0n 6 July

1885 i{ugh McKay wao present at a neetlng of the board. of
management, and his posseselo:i of consld.erable personal

chartn was made eviCent by the CIollcltude thereaf*er shown

for his eehool at B.ou:rd iake" l{1ss Roee began to corregpond,

calling attentton to ihe rtouchlngly patnful lot of the

Ind.ian women and. girlet (5 0ctober 1886). Deepened intereet
suggeoted, stlil greater involvement, On 7 Aprii- 1885 tne

society voted $600 or.lt of lts surplus to Indtsn work.

Slrailar acti,on was taken at the next two annual neetings,

the surs tro*ied orl ) Aprli 188? b*tng $2u000 for school

bui.l-oings at 3.ound Lsrlee.

0n ? Jur:,e 188? "tne W,F.m,$. agreecl tthat the Foreign

Secretary write t* "che F,H. Conrmlttee ask*.ng for the usual-

eetlriiiites for our wo::k "for the preserit year ano stattng
*;h.ut we uril-l- be glad to support sJ-l the schools und.er the

care of our Churcl' anong the liiorth Hest Ind.iane, anq wil-l

unctertake to bear al-} tne expense of nTatntaining the puplls

alt ttie school at Rounei 1a"ker. Although lt is not aT-together

clear from the word.ing that the society intended. to accept

reeponslbiiity for the to'ual uupport of ei'l ed,ucetlonal

work ailorig Indians, tiris i-nter.prets.tj-o;:r seems to 'c,e assuiiled

in BJ-1 subeequent co:r'isponaence "r:q:tween tlre W";r**i,$" and

t;:.e For*rgrl }iisglor: Con,rclttee. i{ith ;n;"s reec}ution, t:ierefore,

our n&rrative nay well- cone to BJr end, for iate;: aevek:pnents

eonstituted simpl-y i,he trupiementation of liris c.eci6lorr.

For $,cme y€&rs J,t represented a hope ratrrer than an €tctue.l*ty,

a:"d :;rdeec tiie division of Labour was neve: enforced, wirh
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preciBe aecountlng. By 1S95, howevetr, as we haVe notedt

Balrd was able to refer to thie pollcy &s one long taken
17

for grunted. In 19OA the Indi.sn wori{ recelved, approxlnately

$161000 from the societlr' $11 t000 from the Foreign Mlsslon

Cornmittee, and. $14r000 from the Department of the lnterlor'

indicating that the propcrtlon give::. by tire women had been

whittled dor"'rr by the trerr.Lsfer of sone resporisibllity not

to the church as a vihole but rather to +uhe g6vernnerr*.t8

In reacing reports and nlnutes one is left with the

dtstinct inpreoeton that they d.o not tel} the whole story'

that nalty 'leei sione reached j-n casera were nel'el-y nibber-

stamped. by meetlhgsr and irrdeed tirat some of the most

J-mportanr Ones may nave renult*d from private conversati-ons

betweeri h*rebanils sJlci wives. l[everthelessn the record

eont&in$ enoufljl cir-i*s to give ns a falr understandlng of

the naln .factors tl.'at trnpeiled the 'y'1,F"1l1"S. lnto ELll

uni.nten.ded. ltne of ,vork. In some way$ th"ese constitute the

nost intereeting part of the etory.

1st" Beg:-nnln;l €is a gxoup of wonen in loronto wiro net

nonthiy j"n conjunctj'-r;i r,'itir the board of mariagement to hear

missionary ietters, the W.F.Pl.S. expanded ralridiy ln both

membershirr and gi-vings as brai:.,:h auxtllarles uere fonned

ln other catles a3d. then 1n congreg,atLonn. Before trong,

mgne)' was pouring in nuch fs,Stsr than \t'3.$ t€{ii:-red fOr the

society' s lnitlal comroitnents. Wj-thin the f irst,,lu* rlears'

indeec., the bud"get rose from $1 ,000 to $15t000. The

r;.,trl-t wa$ a growi4g si"rrpluo that enab.l.es.i tl're soOietyt

gra,lua11y and indeed accldentally, to j.ns-riti"tte what 'atas

later to becone 8. proudly self-eonscior{s policy of buctgeting
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on the basls of money on hand rather tha.n borrowing
20

against expected. revenue. in the first expansive years

the surplus was sometines so great that it was felt

necessary to authorize supplementary expend'J-t[Iegr &s

we have already not*tr for 1885, 1886, srld 1887. lur1ng

the 1880s the soclety tiaus had sore money thal it knew

vrhat to do with anil w&s actively seeking new uses for

its resourceB" !he uiembera of the Foretgn l'tissj-on Committeet

several Of whon were husband.s of women actlve On the board'

of the Il,l.F.X.S.1 nuet also have been sware of thj's untapped

gource.

2nd. " Iirese eariy J-ears c0:$eided with a period. of

expandi.ng r),i;-cfirtnitles fcr j-nv*lvemeilt ln InOia$'

ed.ucaticn. A repor.c by the Ca.tadj-srr journaiist Nlchol-as

Flood Davin 1n. 13?9 r,*coninenqj,ed tirat the gcverruaent

shoulO enn&rx on a prcgrtm of promori:r'g in*un:trieil' and'

oth*r schools f,or iil* newly setsied indians af tiee plains

anrl a.*C,:c, significa::tly' 1,hat cantrs.cts should be nade

rtth tire cnurches t0 pr6vide 1;ireru, The ?rest'yterienso

wlth fewer com:rj-trnente to exieting miesion statir:ns tnan

s6me Other rienOmina"tior:s, were in an ';-r?i:slta1ly favOurahl-e

pCsitton to take ailver;:.ttige of "l;i.* OppCs!'{";.n:-ty ti'i-ls Offered,

In '1882 Wi]ilam liaci,aren, tJle cohveh$f oil the Foreign

Ivilsslor; Committee, vlsiteu'frost sf the incti&il I::l"iisiofis

in coapa-1y wj-th Hugh InlcKell-sr, vlho hac been Iis';;i's

successor at Prlnce 1|ibegfi. fhetr rt*port suggesie* no

new globai poi-icy, bu1, its general, tofte -*as tnat of a

cali to buils new scnools and eniarge exisiin8 ones, to

il:-::e add.i-tj-cneil- teacfisrsr and to seek Out n€w areas of work.
?2
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In 1881 the coramittee sought government a1d for iniliart

schools througb a strong subcomml"ttee that lncluded the

Honourabl e AI exander llo rrt s , f o:m er l1eut onent-gov erno r
23

of llanitoba and the North-West Terrltories. In 1885r

ln the wake of the l,Iorth-west Rebe111on, lt took the

further step of resolving that tthe nlssion work 1n thre

North*Weet be extencled as rapldly as posslble eongistently
24

1rlth economy arld efflclencyr. Fiere were tenptlng

prospects for a soeiety with ]Iloney to spend''

lrd., we must not forget that the W.F.I{.S. was aware

of having a special nsnd.ate for work €unong women and.

chlldren. The soclety saw tn€ir needs as ;ustifylng 1ts

separate existence, and there are hints that it

occaslonally suspected the Foreign lvllesj-on Committee of

treating its contributions merely &s subsidies for its

reguiar* vt6ri(" 0n 5 lecenber 1882 it asked pointedly' in

relation to India zurd. Forngse.r whether all of its money

was being used j"n fact for vork smong women and chil'd'ren.

The educatton of lndian chj"ldren net the requirenents of

the W.F.M.S. constliution, especiall-y slnce unltke its

Anglican counterBart the society had no prejudice against

work among boys. the presence of Lucy Baker 1r. the west

may have been a f';rther precistrrosing factor' for the other

purpose of the society was to supl/o-rt woileri I';lssioneriee'

It nay not have been without stgniflcance that ti:e initj-al

resolutlon to 1>articipate ln Indie$ work was accompanled

by a decision to enter lnto corresponcierrce with ner' The

soclety also 11ked tire satisfaction of paying in full for

the work it sponso::ed, and ? February 188? was one of
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several occasions orr which it sougirt estj.mates of the

total cost of the work for whlch j-t was responsj-ble.

Once involved 1n Indian ed.ucation, thereforer it
preferred to undertake its entire support.

4th. the W"F.I{.S. was frequent}-y sub jected" to the

crlticlem that it was d.iverting noney from the regular

schemes of the church and" was under consts.nt pressure

fron sone of 1ts nenbers to exterrd lts eharter to includ'e

home mlsslong. Evldenee ot' gensj.iivi,ty to thj-s criticlro

comes nalnly from later decadeor sdlen presldentsr add.reeses

devoted consld.erable time to charges that even included a

lack of Casadla$ patrlottem, an<i on such occasions the

extent of involvenent 1n lnOian mleeions furni-sired a
75

read.y arrswer. trt may not be fancj-fu-l-r howeverr to see

some connectlon 'Uetideen the beginnlng of Indian work and.

a4. a4ltatlon in tiie $tr,awa 'orancir ttrat came to e head on

l June 1884 in e3 appeal, to the soclety to colllteract the

slrccess or- Roroen C:rthol,lc agents 1n the northwest.

Oertaln1y in the .f,oiiovilng year there was a minor flood

of requeets f,rom auxlltarles for greater efforts irr Cana,Xa.

As auxil|ar'ies were for:,ted l"n western Camaca, toor there

w&s sp,rntaneou$ locaj" i-n1;erest in lnciian niseions; tlre

schooi at ?ortage ia Prai-rj-e v,,ee fourr"Ae& by an insependent

wgnenrs sgciety tl:Lere. flris rel-UcterrCe tO see s0 urUch Of

ihe societyrs noney gorng abroad loay" &t any ri''Le' .:el-p

to account for a latel stateinent tl jrrly 1898) tnat r;issions

amonA the lndians vrere tpopuiar wj'th our ;ad,iesr,

5th, Thi-s iasl; statement 1s, i?owever, susceptible cf

aniother explanatlon" $upportere of miesions have argued. fov
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many years the relatlve rnerlts of a unj.fled. budget and

1oca1 choice of projects to be supported, and the lssue

ls by no means settled yet. the W.F.M.S. lnsisted firuly
on centralized. control, urging that only thus could uoney

be all-ocated, fairty to dlfferent branches of the work,

but the good ladles of foronto wetre unable to prevent

grumbtring in the bacndoc-irs" The ioglstics of packing and^

maillng boxes for tl:t* trndiims were such, however, that

there seerned to be no feasi-ble al-iernatlve to assigning

indlvldual reserves to particular auxiliarles and. presbyterlals.

Local groups thus were given ti:e personal contacts with the

field they craved, and in laany c&ses correspond.ence with

the local- mlssion::.ry ene;ued. Tlrege contacts were eiearl-y

not resp,rnsibl-e fcr l,ue socletyis involvement in Indian

work, for they bega:r oniy af'ter the c:ru.cial decision had,

been made,'Ihey must have done a good cleai- to stimr.rlate

a.rrd. sustain lnterest, however, and to encourage the soclety

to expand. its original brldgehead..

f The Presbyterian Church malntai-ns almos.t as inany

industrial boarding scirools &s at1 tire others put together -
and, und.oubtedly opend.s more of lier own rnoney tn the work of
fndian ed.ucation tharr i* s;:ent by any oiher church 1n the

?6
Northwestn Protestcurt or Cathollc. r fhis boasto vrhich da.tes

from 1891 , eould noi irave been riaiie apart froiu the major

contribution of tlie W"F.M.$. One can-not fiej-p .*nonaerjng

whetlier this soclety, looking about in i885 for ways of
putting a llttle extra mclney to the nost effe*;tj.ve r.r$e

permlttecl by its constitntion, realized the magnltude or"

the ccnmitment that u'ouid eventual_l-y resul.t. if not, it
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never showed. slgns of regret but ln.stead took a more

anrd more actlve part in the work. In 1896 it appoi-nted

a separate secretary for the northwest, l{r8' Cecilla

Jeffrey, and later it narned a.n addltionel secretary for

Bri.tish Columbla. Bren before that time its secretaries

had lnstituted, a practice of oecasional vislts to the
27

ni-sslons, and out of tlrese uJ-timately ca&e far-reaching

reconmendations to the Forelgn Mlsslo,: Comrnittee. Begun

as a mere auxiJ-iary to a mal-e corullttee ihat na.de all,

appoi-ntnents a"nd. aliocated all moneyr the W.F.lvl.g. became,

in 1arge part because cf its involvement in rndj-an niseionst

a powerful booy ti.,at, tnitiated proiecte and had a good deal

to say al-out tneir operation"
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THE CANADIANS IN NIGERIA, 19~4-1967 

Geoffrey Johnston 

For ov~•r a hundr0d Jl'nr~~ thP PrC'!sbytcr·i:rn Church in Crinad .. p'lid no 
attcnti.011 to i\fricri . The initial mi.ssiomry thrust in 1846 wns to the 
New Hebrides . In the 1860s thP Trinidad mission and the first of three 
fields ,imong the Chinese were opened . In the 1870s came the first of 
two operations in Indl~ a nd last but not least Kor ea at the end of the 
century. On thP eve of Union the Presbyt crinnR hRd over 200 missionqries 
abroad, exclusive of wives, 210 in the Orient and 20 i n the West Indies. 

The reshuffling that followed the crisis of 1925 did not change the 
pattern. Of the orir;inal Presbyt erian fields only a handful, Formosa, . 
Guy::ina , Gwalior and part of Indore remained with the church . On the basis 
of two dissident missionaries, Jom.thon Goforth a nd Luther Young two new 
missions were started, one in China and the other among the Koreans i n 
Japan. Finally I n t the end of the .Second World '.'var the church joined forces 
with the Church of Christ Ln China in Yunnan. The Manchuria Mission did 
not survive the war and the last of the Yunnan mis:,ionaries lef t in 1950. 
The church was almost bnck to where i t had been in 1926. Only the Japan 
mission survived of the post union ventures . 

The fifties were boom years in Camdi~n Christendomf the church had 
enerGY to spare after the closine; of its China work and Africa appea r ed 
as a pot entfo.l al t(!rn,ttive. l3u t the decision to enter Nigeria was almost 
entirely fortuitous. It beean at nn ecumenical conference in Germany, 
in conver~a tions between Laura Pel ton of the ,•n~s Western Division and her 
counterparts in the Church of Scotland. By early 1953 they were talking 
about locations and Nigeria was a chose juge'e. At this point the 
discus:3ions came to the attention of the General Board of Missions , the 
pri ncipal mir;0i.on c1.tency of the church. 

The General Bo;trd was in u stnte of flux . Its Overseas .Secretn.ry, 
'.'I .A.. Cameron hnd l<>ft the office to become Moderator prior to rl'tiring . 
Jn the interim his work was being shared by J.A. Munro, Secretary for 
Home Mis3ions and Go Deane Johns ton the Chairman. Johnston persuaded 
the w:-'.S to wai. t until he could brine; the General Bonrd into the 
conv•;rsa tion and make the venture a project of the whole church. In 
1954 he proposed to the Gener:11 Assembly that the Canadian church e nter 
into a cooperntive a rrangement with the Church of .Scotland for a period 
of five years , at which t ime the situation would be reviewed . After a 
def erritl and ti sharp debate the motion carried . Clarence Pitts, an 
Ottawa layman and one of the most articulate of the critics came across 
to Johnston when the vote was announced " Deane , " he said," I think you're 
crazy , but l think you ' re right." (1) In these a uspicious circumstances 
the church became invol ved in a country about which it knew little or 
nothine, an invol vement which would bring it more public notoriety than 
any other mi.c;s ion. 

The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria had begun when a pa rty of Scottish 
missionaries nnd Jamaican auxiliaries dr opped anchor before Calabar in 
1846 . Th~ church made slight progress in the nineteenth century, but the 
trauma of the British conquest shortly after 1900 crented the conditions 
for growth . For twenty years the church grew by leaps and bouhds unt il it 
was well establis hed on both sides of the Cross Hiver, at the mouth of 
which fo the city of C.'l.lnbar , the original seat of the misc.ion. 

The boom yi::ars between 1900 a nd 1920 were followed by a per iod of 
com;olidntion which d.id no t end until after the Second World Viar . By 

37 



J8 

1945 the church h~d n network of congregations and schools up the Cross 
River almost as far as the Cameroon border, a comprehensive post-primary 
institution in Calabar offerinc secondary school courses, teacher training 
and trades, a small secondary school in Calabar, a part share in a 
teacher training college for women, two hospitals, two leper colonies and a 
membership of about 12,000. In the early fifties a number of schemes, 
some in operation nnd some well on in the planning stage began to put a 
heavy strain on the missioMry staff . A theologic/\l college had been 
established in cooperation with the Anglicans and Methodists. Hitherto 
the PresbyteriR.ns could train ministers or not, depending on their staff 
und priorities, but once committed to a joint college they had a moral 
obligation to supply one third of the staff. Hope Waddell, their 
comprehensive school in Calabar was trying to get a Higher School, or 
university entrance programme started, with consequent heavy demands for 
graduate staff. Negotiations for a well eguipped training hospital to be 
run in cooperation with the Anglicans and Methodists were well advanced, 
and although the Presbyterians firmly refused to commit themselves to 
providing personnel they were clearly taking the project seriously. A 
secondary school for girls had recently been established in cooperation 
with the Methodists. None of these schemes were new, but as they came to 
maturity they meant a sharp increase in the number of missionaries 
required and the Church of Scotland was having trouble meeting its 
existing committments. Contrary to the tradition I heard as a young 
missionary the Church of Scotland Mission was not in danger of collapse; 
it simply could not keep up with its own creativity or the growth of 
the country. 

Between the end of 1954 and the outbreak of war in 1967 the Canadian 
church put seventeen people into Nigeria, plus wives, plus two couples on 
government servic e but recognized as missionaries. In the peak years, 
1964 and 1965 there were fourteen missionaries. But the most important 
appointment of all was the firs t, that of E.H. Johhson to be Secretary 
of the General Board of Missions. 

Johnnon h-i.d been a Manchurin mis.3ioM.ry before the war, and in the 
forties the organizer of the V.issionary Education department in Canada . 
rlefore becominc Overseas Secret~ry he had been with the Student Volunteer 
l·~ovement in New York. More than any other man he brought the Presbyterian 
Church into the post Tambaram era . His most obvious accomplishment in 
the t en years ~fter his appointment was the dismantling of the Mission 
Council s ystem in the older Presbyterian fields . In Nigeria he found this 
process well under way, 'lnd he also found a competent Scottish staff who 
were quite capnble of manaeing the routine of missionary operatfons. \'lith 
routine a nd constitutional questions out of the way he was free to put his 
mind on the newer problems before the church and the three \·1hich struck 
him as tfie most important were youth work, theological education and 
nurses' training. (2) We may look at each of these in turn. 

The first appointments to NiGeria had been by the \',1,!S, two young women, 
Agnes Goll~n and Joan Rochement , who had arrived in the country late in 
1954. A little over a year later Johnson and Laura Pelton had both visited 
l~igerfa and come back very unhappy with what the girls were doing. (3) 
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C.H. Denham, a vcLcran wom<'n ': ; worker had cimply taken them into her 
activities as the chief organizer of the women's work, teaching classes of 
various sorts in the traditional pattern. Johnson therefore recommended that 
the Board II approve the plan for the two women now on the field to give 
their ma_jor time to work among senior girls." (4) 

It was not an entirely new idea. Youth work had been a subject of 
discussion in Presbyterian circles for s ome years but until the arrival 
of the Canadian women little was done about it. The problem was 
straightforward; the church had begun as a network of classes for 
religion and literacy. As the church matured church and school began to 
go somewhat separate ways. As government interest in education grew the 
system became more and more secular so that few of the thousands of children 
who went through the schools became church members. (5) In 1956 the 
two women attended an ecumenical course for youth leaders and the woman 
who ran it, a Canadian from the United Church, was of the opinion that 
the CGIT programme could be adapted for Nigerian use. (6) 

The key decisions were thus taken in 1956 but the usual delays set in. 
The two women were due for leave and Miss Hochemont stayed home to get 
married. Agnes Gollan taught school for a few years until another woman 
could be appointed and a house organized at a place called Ohafia. The 
new companion turned out to be Dorothy Bulmer, a recent graduate with a 
talent for music who arrived early in 1959. F'rom that time things began to 
move ahead; the Christian Girls Club was under way in 1961. 

The CGC wns n tremendous success . It speciRlized in the ethical and 
spiritual nurture of girls between ten and fifteen. From the beginning 
it was a church organization, entirely independent of the schools and 
shaped by the ideas of the Nigerian constituency. The Canadians relied 
heavily on the support of teachers and ministers, and because they 
supported the programme it became one of the more permanent contributions 
of the Canadians. By 1966 it was well established with fifty-three:groups 
a leaders' manual, programme, uniform and pattern of leadership training.(7) 

Shortly after it had been decided to send the two womon into girls' 
work the iloard received an aprlicntion from E.F. Roberts indicating an 
interest in youth work. Roberts arrived in June 1957 and spent the next 
two years findine his feet. lie taught for a while in Duke Town Secondary 
School , partly because the school needed a graduate and pA.rtly because 
he wanted direct contact with Ni6erian adolescents. During 1958 he began 
youth work proper starting cautiously with what was already in operation, 
the Sunday Schools, workinc with present and prospective 8und~y School 
teachers. Within a year he had recohized that before he could get any 
kind of programme established in the churches he had to show it was 
por.!'::i ble; (8) On his return to Nigeria early in 1960 he took over a 
parish north of Calabar, intending to use it as a laboratory for new ideas. 
But he was not there very longf in January 1962 the Synod, recognizing 
his talents as an oreanizer, transferred him to the central office to 
become the chief ficure in the Forward Movement, a concerted effort to 
develop the financinl a nd spiri tu.-11 resources of the church for the 
newly i ndependent country . 
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ilut C,'lruidian jnvolvcment in youth work was not yet finished. In 
1963 Walter McLean, fresh from being President of the Student Council at 
the University of Toronto appeared on the scene. Synod sent him to 
Enugu, partly beca use a new church had just been started there, partly 
because a large number of post primary institutions could be found in the 
neighbourhood, but especially because forty miles away at Nsukka the 
new univers ity was bursting at the seams. For almost four years McLean 
divided his time between yhe congregation, the university and the post 
primary institutions. In the university he soon became well known to 
both staff and students part of a team of Christians in and around the 
university trying to get something started in a new field. In the post 
primary schools his work was rather like that of a Methodist superintendent 
maintaining a steady diet of preaching in some thirty institutioru:; . 

Significant though the Canadia n work among young people might have 
been it was not unique . Youth work had been a subject for discussion for 
some years before the Canadians arrived. Though the Canadians provided 
a good de~l of the leAdership they were not a lone. Parallel to the 
rise of the CGC and the work among students a youth movement grew up 
in the church from Nigerian initia tive. Young men like Nwosu Udoh, 
first as a student teacher and then as a theological student put in 
long hard hours organizing a network of youth groups where there had 
been none before. A good start had been made, but still when the 
church adopted a development plan it was still necessary to make a 
system of Christian Education independent of the schools a major priority. 
Unfortunately the exigencies of the emergency put the programme on the 
shelf. 

The second of Ted Johnson's concerns was theological education and a 
related problem, the interpretation of the Christian faith in African 
conditions. In this area the Canadian contribution was quite reasonable. 

During the nineteenth century theological education was organized in the 
missionaries ' spare time, through an annual class and whatever in-service 
training a m:=i.n could give hiR ass istants . The system produced a number 
of outstanding minis ters, but their numbers were few, only eight all told 
by the .First World War . In the middle of the war the missionaries found 
they had too much to do and for the first time in twenty years began to 
take theological educa tion seriously. The new system was a one man 
college at Arochuku. The course lasted four years, or two missionary 
tours, and the students went off on practical work while the tutor was 
on leave. For the tirne it was not a bad arrangement, but by the late 
thirties it was becoming clearly inadequate. Just before the Second 
'.for the Presbyterians proposed a joint college with the Anglicans and 
Methodists east of the Niger. Difficulties within the Anglican church 
helu the-plan up for some years , but it finally went ahead i n 1948, and 
the college moved to its new quarters in Umuahia in 1950. 

The initial class had a strong contingent of Presbyterians, most of 
whom went on to give distinguished service to the church. But in the 
19'.}0s recruitment went into n prolonged drought; candidates were few 
and frwquently of dubious quality . In the middle of this drought Ted 
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Johnnon appeared on the Geer.~, full of orthodox ideas about the 
importance of a well trained ministry. As early as 1954 he was in 
correspondence with the church on the subject. 
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The Board minute of 1956 setting out the guiding principles for 
Canadian involvment spoke both of the provision of staff and the 
awarding of scholarships. But it was not until the Scottish tutor was 
forced to retire on medical grounds at the end of 1963 that I was 
transferred to Trinity Collci:;e and the Canadinn contribution to 
theological traininc began. Two years later I was joined by Roy 
Gellatly, who remained on the staff until his evacuation early in the 
war. 

The evidence for the contribution Gellatly and I made to the college 
is scanty. ','/e did our share but certainly no more than our British or 
Nigerian colleagues. The leadership of the college was in the hands of 
the senior Anglican and Principal , P.J. Ross, a veteran school master with 
a real concern for the ministry of the supporting churches . Year after 
year his meticulous annual reports chronicled the progress of the 
college and prodded the churches into recruiting younger and getter 
~ualified men. During these years the quality and the quantity of the 
Presbyterian candidates certainly improved, but for that we can claim no 
credit. (9) 

Perhaps the one unusual contribution we made to theological education 
is one which, after ten year$ , is still unfinished. I had begun the 
teaching of African church history while at Trinity and soon discovered 
the almost complete lack of useful sources. In 1966 therefore I began 
a serious study of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria , completing the 
first version of the manuscript at almost exactly the same time as 
communications with the church were cut off by the Biafran secession. I 
will not trouble you with the unfortunate history of that manuscript; 
suffice it to say that a second, shorter and simpler version, is no• 
in the hands of the readers . 

The scholarship programme of the Canadian church was of greater 
significance . Overseas study for ministers had been discussed as early as 
the forties, but not until 1957 did the first man go off to Scotland 
for a one year study programme. The second man , Nwachuku F.me, came to 
Canada in 1958 at Canadian expense. He left behind him one of the 
few serious research papers we have from a Nigerian and returned i n 
1959 to become the Clerk of Synod , a position he held throughout the 
difficult years of wa r a nd reconstruction. 

The Scotti$h missionaries had no difficulty with a one year course 
which thQy insisted , ostenGibly on the basis of a Synod debate, should 
be as much a practical experience as an academic training. (10) When 
Ted Johnson suggested a degree course the Clerk of Synod, A.G • 
.3omerville, replied that it would be difficult to say no if the right 
man appe,red , but that he had serious doubts as to whether a graduate 
would st.y in the ministry . Ministers' salaries were almost derisory 
corr.pared to those of teache rs , to say nothinG of lawyers, and the 
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pressures of the extended family meant that gradU11te ministers norm,'llly 
went into teaching. (11) By 1957 the question was as it were no longer 
academic. A man with university entrance qualifications was already in 
Trinity nnd in 1960 Inya Ude came to Toronto on a course that led 
eventually to a double degree in Arts and Theology, the first man in the 
Presbyterian Church to be so qualified. 

Ude was but the first in a series. In the next few years two more went 
to university at Canada's expense , one in Canada a nd one in Nsukka. Ogbu 
Kalu, the man who came to Canada went on to take a PhD in history. But 
they were not the only ones. In 1958 Akanu Ibiam, a leading elder and 
long time advocate of higher education prodded the church into 
adopting R comprehensive scholarship programme financed by a contribution 
of 2d in the pound foom everyone on the church's payroll, including 
a few thousand teachers. Between 1959 and 1965 the church awarded 
forty-two scholarships including a number to ministers. Three men went 
to Scotland on one year courses, a fourth went to take a degree in 
Edinburgh and a fifth to Nsukka. If the Canadian scholarship programme 
made a useful contribution to the church it was because the church was 
ready for it. In the same way the staff at Trinity did not have to 
push for higher standards; all we had to do was support the Principal. 

As for Christian faith and Afr±can life the one Canadian initiative 
was buried in the political confusion of 1967. The development plan 
listed as one of the priorities for the church "the development of 
an articul~te body of Christian opinion which can speak with knowledge 
and authority on the problems of the country". The suggestion was mine, 
and it went to a comrni ttee of which Vial ter McLean was chairman. The 
committee recommended a series of pamphlets but the war precluded any 
advance in this direction. It is worth noting however, that when I was 
in Nigeria a year ago the principal subject of theological discussion 
seemed to be the relation of Christian faith to traditional African 
religion. Ted Johnson 's only fault was to be twenty years ahead of 
the church. 

The third of the priorities established in 1956 was the provision of 
a sister tutor, a nurse qualified to train nurses. Nurses' training was 
a new venture for the Presbyteria n church, an idea which began to take 
shape in the forties and was well established by the time the 
Canadi-4ns appeared on the scene . In the early days the only senior 
person in the Presbyterian hoGpitals was the doctor and he, often 
with the a s sistance of his wife, trained people in the various aspects of 
hospit~l routine. The sys tem worked reasonably well in the rather 
simple medicnl conditions of colonial Nigeria but the coming of more 
sophis ticated medicine and the nationalist movement put the older 
practice-out of date. Akanu Ibi~m, the only Nigerian doctor on the 
staff pushed hard for the training of nurses at Itu hospital and was 
active in the negotiations which led to the founding of the new hospital 
at Umu~hia, in cooper,, tion with the Methodists and Anglicans. This new 
hospital , known as ~ueen Elizabeth, was intended to be the major Christian 
teaching hospital east of the Niger , and it was for this new establishment 
that the tufor was required . 
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The Cnn:idinns never found o. nister tutor. The Scots provided the one 
at ltu and the other churches did the teaching at Umuahia. The 
Canadian contribution came in quite different and quite unexpected ways. 
Four people were recruited, two nurses, one at Itu and the other at Uburu, 
a pharmacist and a general practitioner. The two nurses turned in solid 
routine work, but the pharmacist and the doctor were deeply involved 
in some of the more creative and more vexing aspects of Higerian 
medicine in the 1960s. 

Sam Harder, the phafwacist and his wife, also a pharmacist, arrived in 
Umuahifl in January 1961. The hon pi fa.l hlld been without a pharmacist for 
some time before the Harders arrived and most of the first year was spent 
putting the dispensary on a sound basis. The second year saw the beginning 
of their more creative work, the central buying scheme and the manufacture 
of drugs • 

By Nigerian standards ~ueen Elizabeth was a large and well equipped 
hospital. It was also located in the middle of the old Eastern 1'ig1?ria . 
Hnrder took up an idea invented by his predecessor and became the sole 
purchser for drugs, both for (~ueen Elizabeth and for a number of country 
hospitals associated witp the supporting churches. In this way he became 
a major customer a ble to neeotiate substantial savings by buying in bulk. 
It may seem like a small thing , but for hospitals struggling to make ends 
meet under increusinely difficult circumstances it was a real boon. (12) 

To o.n outsider the most intriguing aspect of Harder's work was his one 
room dru~ factory. Making his own medicines was an idea he had developed 
even before he left Canada, and as soon as he had the dispensary 
functioning and the central buyine scheme in operation he taught one of 
his junior staff how to make some of the drugs in regular demand. In due 
course he was able to supply not only Queen Elizabeth but the country 
hospitals as well . (13) The only obstacle in the way of expanding this 
side of his work was time. One man, even with the assistance of his 
fully qualified wife could not manage the dispensary of a major hospital 
.:rnd run a small pharnceutical factory at the same time. Even though 
~,ueen I~lizabeth was better fin,·u1ced than the country hospit.-ils it 
could not manage the salary that would attract and hold a Nigerian 
pharmacist , much as Harder would have liked to have one. 

.r'inancinl stringency bring/5 us to the crisis in the country hospitals, 
in which Roy \'iard , the Canadinn doctor was deeply involved. Ward went to 
Uburu hospital in 1961 , finding the place badly equipped and nearly 
b·wkrupt . By dint of hard work and ricorous economy he managed to put 
the hospital on its feet, but it was a painful process . Apart from the 
mii:;.sionary staff the hospitals were financed by a fixed bed occupancy 
r;rant from the government and the patients' fees. As the cont of livinc; 
went up so did the salaries of the junior staff and despite Sam Harder ' s 
ingenuity the cost of drugs went up faster than the cost of living. Because 
the government grant was r el n tively cons tant the only wny to meet risinc; 
costs was by r aising fees , for a clientelle whose annual income Ward 
estimnted at ~1£0 a yeo.r . The church pressed the government for more 
gener ous grants, but the coverrunent wo.s also feeling poor. The enf orced 
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parsimony of the missionary staff created an almost chronic staff crisis 
from 1964 to 1966, one of the rnore strikine pieces of evidence for a 
conviction which h:\d been growing in the doctors' minds for some time. 
The one doctor hospitals had reuched the end of the road. 

Every doctor knew that most of his patients were suffering from diseases 
which were either caused by or complicated by the environment, by 
~alaria, malnutrition or intestinal parasites . Malaria could be treated 
by prophylactics but intestinal parasites required improved methods of 
handling water supplies and dealing with sewage, projects for engineers 
rather than doctors. Malnutrition required an understanding of the 
strengths and weaknesses of the traditional diet, an understanding which 
the doctors had neither the time nor the training to acquire. They had 
been trained in curative medicine and curative medicine took up all their 
time. Besides, the problem was so enormous it was difficult to see where 
to begin. 

At this point the Dutch appeared. The dispute over Papua New Guinea 
led to the explusion of the Dutch from Indonesia, their main mission 
field, and they had at their disposal a number of doctors some of whom had 
had experience in rutal health. In 1961 the Nigerians were in correspondence 
with them about medical personnel and the man who eventually arrived was 
Herman Middlekoop. He introduced to the Nigerian church a procedure which 
specialized in one of the most vulnerable sections of the population, 
children under five, offering pre and post natal care, vaccinations and 
nutrition. By using partially trained staff and working out of village 
clinics he was able to expand enormously the amount of effective medicine 
a single doctor could provide . All the Presbyterian hospitals followed 
l'.iddlekoop 's example. By 1964 Ward had six clinics , served by a team 
consisting of the doctor, two nurses, a midwife and a dispenser all armed 
with advice, drugs and free powdered milk" A Gift of the People of the 
United States" (14) 

In medicine as in so many other aspects of the church's life the 
Cnnr,dinns functioned as part of a team. Harder's work in pharmacy was 
a contribution to a hospital run by British and Nigerian personnelf Ward 
took over a functiong hospital and worked in cooperation with the 
Dcottish and Dutch s taff. The same can be said of the other areas in 
which the Canadians became involved, the urban ministry and architecture. 

With the partial exception of the trading states along the coast 
urban living was unknown in south eastern Nigeria until the coming of the 
British. When Port Harcourt in the Niger Delta was chosen as the terminus 
of the railway the economic life of the region shifted eastwards, away from 
the Cross River towards the Niger. But by the comity agreements the 
Presbyterians were concentrated in the Cross River valley. As the country 
developed the brightest young men drifted out of the Presbyterian area 
and settled in the new towns, Port Harcourt, Aba, Onitsha, Umuahia, Enugu 
and above all Lagos, the federal capital. Some even went as far away as 
northern cities like Kaduna and Zaria. But until the early fifties 
Presbyteriun policy held that Presbyterians settling in the new towns 
should attach themselves to the churches they found there. Anything else 
would tend to " denominational rivalry and strife". 

• 
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But durin~ the fjfties ns Njgerian lendership became more confident 
and as the cities themsclvrs grew by leaps and bounds, the traditional 
policy came under fire . In 1953 the worshipping communities in Aba 
and Umuahia were officially recognized and in 1956 they became a separate 
parish. But it was not until 1959 that traditional missionary resistance 
to opening churches in cities finally gave way. In March of that year a 
group of Presbyterians in Kaduna , capital of Northern Ni geria, asked 
Synod , as the legal holding body to take out a lease on a piece of land 
they had uc4uired for a church. Synod replied that they could only do 
so if they were recognized as an outstation of Duke Town church in 
Calabar,to which many of them belonged . 

Much of the credit for this discreet but significant advance must e;o 
to };tim Onuk, the minister at Duke Town. He had been in touch with this 
group for some time , Ho ·advised them on the approach to Synod, and he 
spent many weary days on the train over the next few years helping them 
get established . When he reported progress at the 1960 Synod it was 
a13reed that any group who wished to make application to Synod for 
recognition was free to do so . 

It was a rouhdabout way of saying that the Presbyterfans were about 
to open work in the major cities. Onuk immediately got in touch with 
people in Port Harcourt , Enugu and Lagos . In 1961 his informal i nquiri es 
gave way to an officinl committee charged with gettin13 the new churches 
started . The problem was not finding Presbyterians but finding ministers 
with the experience a nd education felt necessary to minister to people many 
of whom h"ld studied abrond ::ind held senior positions in the civil 
service . 

In the next few years the church recruited two Americans , one Scot 
and three Canadians for the city churches . From Canada came Walter 
McLean, whom we have already met. McLean wa.s the first minister in Enugu 
and associate to both Ray Pedrotti, an American and Agwu Oji the 
J,igerian who followed Pedrotti. McLean ' s official position is a little 
misleading . Because of his close association with the congregation in 
its early years and because of his friendship with a number of its 
more prominent members he was very much a pastor in Enugu. He was also 
one of the leading advocates of drawing the city laymen into the 
service of the church as a whole. When the church embarked on a serious 
policy review in 1966, McLean was quick to involve as many of the 
Enugu and L~gos laymen as he could ma.king, almost for the first time, 
the thinkinG of the educated lAymen a significant factor in the life of 
the church. (15) 

McLean ' s interests were not confined to Enugu. Early in his career 
he was io touch with the Prccbyterians i n Lo.gos doini:; some of the work 
which John Johns ton took up after his arr ival in lagos in 1964. Unl i ke 
most of the Nic;erian sb.ff Jo}ms ton came to Higeria with several years 
in the ministry behind him, in a s uburban Ottawa church. In his two 
years in Lagos he set the coni;regation coine and bei:;an an impressive 
'ouildini; campait;n . Unfortunately nfter a s erious automobile accident 
in 1966 he was forced to return to Cannda. Russel Hall , another veter;i.n 

4 
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make stater~ents about the faith that were both Christian nnd African. 

With the po::;sible exception of )fuf'ray Ross the CaM.dia.n missionaries 
can be described as having made a significant contribution within an 
existing system. From the beginning, when it was decided that the 
Cana.dianp would function as part of the Scottish Mission Council rather 
than set up a separate operation they were committed to partnership 
rather than cooperation. In medicine, in theological education, in youth 
work, in the city churches they were part of a team which included 
Scots ,Dutch and Nigerians alike. The Canadian contribution to the 
Presbyterian Church of IHgeria was a classic example of partnership in 
mission. 

From the very earliest days of missionary activity in Africa the 
development of indigenous churches was a settled objective . Missionaries 
might have been slow in actually relinquishing authority but the principle 
was not questioned . The Canadians came to Nigeria just as the process 
was reaching its conclusion. In 1960 the Calabar Mission Council, which 
had governed the church for the last sixty years was dissolved a nd its 
remainine functions handed over to the Synod . But the senior missionaries 
did not disappear with the Council . They remained in most of the key 
pos itions in church school and hospital . The partnership therefore was 
between the Cana dians on the one hand, and an emerging Nigerian l eadership 
and the Scottish establishment on the other. Because the Scots sat i n 
most of the key ·offices missionary questions received due attention. Letters 
were answered reasonably quickly and arrived in a form that the Toronto 
office could handle . But because the Scots were still in power the real 
problems of pa rtnership in mission were obscured. Heal partnership occurs 
when the indigenous leadership is in full control, and when both sides 
understand the other's problems and priorities. Because the Nigerians, with 
one ~xccption, were not involved in this administrative process they did 
not pick up this aspect of the church's life the way they picked up the 
congregations and the schools. In some churches this problem has been 
solved; an indigenous leadership does work effectively with its mission 
boards , but in Nigeria in the s ixties the problems of partners hip in mission 
were not yet recognized, let alone dealt with. 

., 
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sc0~T AtT D APD TH:<: PTTL?I'T' TH 'l'H~ EIGBTEENTH CSN'T'URY 

by R. Morton f>mith 

In thP usual considPrat1on of rcottish History (whi ch in 

~no-ltsh-s peaictn~ establishments occurs seldom , anrl in !nqlish 

P.ducat1ona1 estahlishrnents never) very little real thoupht is 

o-\vPn tn thP underlyin~ rlifference in society from the En~lish. 

~cnt]Rnd rqmained Celtic , and in many places still ~oes . It 

is realiZPd that l1ie-hlRnrlP.rs are Celts (and 11 :ce other 

fnrPiirners TTiay, ~1hile pAtience lRsts, be patronized by the 

bPnevnlent), and so mAy bP. qomant;ic (whatever that means) , 

~ut except in the Toth1Ans , in the rersP ,and to some de~ree 

1n FifP , thP suhstrAtUM 1"1f' the nation remained Celtic, whethe:r 

0 rythonic nr Gaellc , Anrl this fact should be remembered when 

cnns1derin~ both re11 u1nus and political life. 

Cel t ic cul turP is rner!cerl r,y R tremendous conservatism: 

th1ts fo r reconstructtro- Inrlo- ~uropean society of JOOO B,C., 

IrP1and is a most important source , thou~h our evidPnce only 

rlates from 500-1ono A. ~. ~n ton, the ?order Reivers of the 

stxte~nth century represent amon~ other things the old tradi ­

r.1nn of the cAttlP ra1rl outside the tribal territory as a 

mar!c of manhood -- the same also applies to Hi.crhland turbulence. 

~ociRlly the stronP-ly hier9rchical structure of Ce1tic society, 

dPpendPnt on hirth, shcrns clearly in the autnbio~raphy of thP. 

Pt~htPPnth cPntury divine , Jupiter Carlyle1 distant connections 

nn t~e ~Ale or distaff side are recorded of people only 

c-As1Jel ly mPrit ionect, and this information is Pxpected to help 

t~e rPaders to unrlerstAnd the aators and the situation -- thP 
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'.'1" ~: t 1'Tl1J ttor1 '11"' A c h ArTTl -- ,q_ rj o rr p npr .1=1 t prf r P1 1c n f t h<'> 8Af'Ct 1 ~y 

l"lf +- 1: 0 l")lr'l <iricr1. fl c 1 A1 !')n<;+- , t rio Tnd 1er. y 1.1p8 , 

TY' +- '10 t>\. <:ritPOY\t r'l C'-'Yltll!'Y vie hF.lVP trip last r 1 r,1 P.H nf 

t l-in lof'rn•mpti.--'1 , P.nrl t l-ir. "'1Prl1.P.PVP 1 !'Pl 1o-1nus sit1Jf1 t 1.l")Y\ is 

+'n .,.. .,..P11. c:r1.f'lt' ''"'lrl Prl ::-,.y -t-hp ,..,P.rl 1.RPVel f;F.Jthol t c church . '~in~ 

l"'l'lrl ...., r iost/rJ r 11 11 l-J orP. rn,.,,~1P."'1PntAry ollies in the r,1 ,., Tl"d n ­

'7,,-r.--r,P"n/Cnl t i" cin~~ o +- :• I '-·nth con~ri l:-11t1rirr to tht> Re curt ty ()+' 

.. ...._p t-r1rt> , FH''l vlhRt 0 ver t11~ l'-'(':Al ~~0si t ion mi e;ht hP, 1n,,jor 

""]f'\"JPr, ()'T' r 0 udP11 ZP, ri li:w ' thp t r 1 '\-ip/ft=>rnl 1 y P,'"{pPc t orJ t;() C.O"lt1:r111p 

ti") P""j()y thn ~ '-'A1 t '1 nf +i," 1'1~rl ~iV'-'n tn the ~rie~t:/chu.,..ch ; 

'"his 1s 

""" '' +'q"+nr 1'1 t'1P ' c-nrrn;-: 1 rm ' 0f tl-ip 1Ate Ca t- ho1 1 r ~hu r rh 

1"' '"' rl")t, .... ,.,rl , tr. 1,1'-Jy +-~ 0 ,-,,~,,.,.rh r11rl rn+ l-iP.VP full c.-- "" t ,rn1 nf i+-<• 

f''.~")" 1 "'+'"'"n t ~:; r ri r RrlnY1 rr.i 11:r +;'1P, cl-i 11.,..rl-i o-nt the lJYJ()1 P, nrl:l.UTTI nf 

1--,,-1 '1:''"'l"lin+ ments rl1lP \ ": ,~ro-1, "'lP,A~;11rP A1 sn t n pn11t1rA1 pr e~rnvr 0 ; 

1 <, • 
,.,,,~r1<:1h1 p rJo~,1 1 F.l;:A 1 "'1~;t t•l7 0"'1 :--rejnrl1.CP if, 1"l Sllb~tt+-nt- p ~(")r 

::',..."l/"'\f. 11"1~ 0 T. IP<: f'r.>'I" , pv1rJ t h 0 tr i l"l".)" f'PA:r , p~,rt 1 Yl trP t--r11:'>a1 

<ir,r1 n +- :r t::h":' C'\,,- 1 t>f Yl.PH t-l-)o :")r:i rPrt ~1• 8 ")ri0r1 f r e~c'l () T"1 f r nm 

cr1 +-1~1<• .... , "'f)'l"V"r ho 1 n~ 0 it l at-Pr . 

T"1 t!-;o L..,,.,,.., _ 't.',,rn.::-o~r ,:,y,rf +-ho n1rl So1 t- 1r t.;f)r1ot :r <'fl"!'Pr! 

r,y,,i <• 0 0u7 i:lr ,,,prp -n n t rl 1 <: '!; 1 v- r--t; , 8nr1 +i,o r 0 1 1,,.1.ous nr <><rctt~ 
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rn+,l-iPr st-ranp-e 1n thP CPl tic 1;1orlrl -- Pri tti:rny offP.rs m,rny 

0 xRmples. uut thP cnn~Pption of 8ainthnod 1;1as rathP,r different: 

+.~P CPlt ic saint was still tryln~. and had not yet received thP 

Pl-i~ in l-iollness ; nne p-rayArl fnr l-iim, and not to him as to the 

,,,Prliaeval 11oman saint -- thP Celt had been conservative also 

in ~is Christianity , a~n the culdee, the Christil.n her mi t , 

crrnt in11ed An nld t-rad i tion, AVAn if so'newhat sublimated . 

vRro-arPt ~urray has ~oirtP1 out that the persecution of witchPs 

in ti-JP sPventeenth century can be loniced on as the final at,taclc 

nf th 0 ~hurch on paP-anism 1 the Roman church , which has never 

expected much of human nature , reco~nizin~ its frailties, harl 

b"'"'" c'1ntP.nt with symrlosi<i in obscurity , but the more 

i~t 0 11Pct1rnl ;,.e fnr~atirm dPmendPd the end of evil. ~n the olrl 

pRgen\sm further dea-enerates into superstition during the 

0 1 o-"lt;eenth century , thn1Ja-h WP. fine'! the Kirlc 9essinn ta lc in~ 

~n~nizan~P of sorcery es 1 At e as 1743 in Balm Pri no. 

Whi l e there were u~dnuhtPrlly hnly • en i n our sense in late 

l")fl r!c Arre/e-Rr1y r'e-rlieAval ~cotland , it 1s stritcini: that there 

HA.f; rrnl y r,nP ~cott:1 sh m<'rliaeval saint of the Catholic church, 

t;~e t.;no-lishwom1=m Queen t'1arcraret , 1;1ho thouo-h hiP-hly adniira.ble , 

got thP honnur for po11~tcal reasonH, her Bomani zin~ of thP 

CPl tir, church , 1;1hich ,JAS certainly beneficial. Put there is 

nn PVide-nce of a pr ofoundly reliaious peoplP. in ~cotland b~fore 

+:he Reformation . TherP, 1s the quota of reli?"ious fr,r lcirlc 

and abbey , of crusaders end pil~rims; there wa s prnhebly as 

mu0~ and RS little reli"'ion as in ~ost other placPs. Eut 

~nntrest.in"' 1630 and 1430 two th1no-s arP reTT1arlcah1 ~, thP 

strnn• hnld nf rel1flnr, and the hatrec'l of Rome. 
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,,,hP Ar1imnR A~Ai -rst 1n111P rlnr\.rD" and AftP:r thP. q,..formA.t1 n n 

~u111An~s PYp1Anat1n-r ir ~cntl And At lr~st -- r,P\.thqr ~Athnl1c 

f'MJer 0f ~pA 1n or RrA n~P ,,,as .c:i.n AneMy . The church bRd always 

bPPn closP.ly connected 111th n8tional 1ndependPnCP; o ne 

r 0 ~Amh~r8 qish0 p rembPrton in 9ruce ' s time, end t his is still 

tr1rn under CA rd irAl r.Aaton . There were hardly tv1O dozen 

".'!A rt yrs , A.nd as t iniP ,1pr,t:; rm , fewer ~cots would ever have 

!rv1nr,1y, Cethn1 i c8 , YPt :1.n'Tl9 ts the eb0mir.ation 0f the 8carlet 

Wn'TI&YJ . ( ? nr t hat niattr->r hardly any would have !cr.owr A. Moslem, 

yPt Nr13l-i01'!1Pt/JVl'Ahoun is A nA.mP. nf thP Devil. ) The ,ieelth of thA 

ch1irc11 was ~Prtainly OY"P of the P"reat sources of hatred aaalnst 

P: , t11n\H'"h it was nnt A ~:ource 0f .c:i.thei srri. On i t8 pover ty , 1 t 

, s rr->unit Prl to the penr-1 P, ·,at1onAl ism was 13lso clonbt1.ess A 

fe~ tnr 'l,Jnr'ciY'lr- a{"eirst tl-ie Rnmen church just 1'3S 1 t is a factor 

~~rryina tn irtArni:itin~Rl ~oveniPnts today; but th~ proteatarts 

frrnnd th~"'18P1 ves snnY1 dri VAn to i ntPrr.fltinnal ism , And insular-

1 ty ~s ~ nAvPr a nationAl characteristic nf the ~cnts. The 

qnmer c~urr~ may hRV9 Prr~ravRted its opponents by t he obstinAcy 

r,f' i t~, inP.Yp11 cablP snrvival , one result of v1hich inexplica­

r-171 t,y 1,1,qs the laclr nf riPsit'P to 1P1derstand it , v1hich cortim.lPS 

tn t:h1s dey. 1.omP han hncnme useful ) Pv1ful PxamplP hy the 

0 1~~t,P 0 nth century. ~11° ~hyaicel indul~ence of the pre-

1,,f0r.>nPti0r- rlerP-y proviclP~l rrood aml'J'lur.1t10Y1 to the Reformers; 

this 1s thP rPASBP.rt1o~ of the conrection nf r e11~1~~ with 

mnrAlity , ,,1-i1ci, wes ,,.,nt r'l 0 "'lrrnderl ir triP pei,:en t-rridi+:1nn. !.rirl 

si:i r 0 cP.mP !T'nre sP.rinuc_:: , .io:r.-thy r,f areater i Yldi_r:nP tior.., 1•Ji th 

~hµ r~jPction of Ahsnlution by the confessinn ; ~A~ !T'U~t CArry 
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in the ei~hteenth century could be compared with those of 

Capital\8t or Colonialism today, whatever they mean (which 

~oen't mAtter much) these are bad things, 

~he deep pervasion of rel1~1on that occurred in the ordinary 

pPnple between 1550 and 1620 (the contrast with old times being 

pPrhaps ~reat,est 1n the ~orders) , ls perhaps best explained as 

a thanlc-offering for peace. Three centuries of poverty and/or 

anarchy and insecurity had come to an end. And there might be 

a greet.er willingness to seriousness about life now that one 

could do something with it, and was not condemned to the rounrl 

of sturt , strife and rapinP, 

Rut the reor~anizatinn of the church must also have had 

greet importance, With the retalcing of church and abbatial 

prop~rty by the nnblP. families, and the abolition of bishnprics 

l3nd hierarchy, the church cnuld no 1.on11;er tempt the ambition 

of youno-er ~nns n f thP n0bi1 i ty. '!'hese for some time could ta!ce 

~11itary service ahro8d , if not for the Auld Alliance, then in 

the anr,d caus"l of Protestantism and this may be another 

fActor in the revulsion fro~ Rome, that the 'enemy• had so 

nften been Catholics . When the reli~ious wars ceased they 

could turn in greAter nu~bers to the la\1, and in the eighteenth 

cPntury much of the best Scottish intellect was in that profe­

ssion. ~he ministry had to be rPcrulted from the non-noble , 

somewherP, down towArds thP, ~rass roots. There is perhaps a 

resur~P.ncP of the youn~P,r 8ons of gentry under thP episcopal 

~stablishmPnt of Char1P.s TT and JA~es VII , for Carlyle notPs 

A nP.w wave of lower rP cr1..i1 tment of a less cul tur~rl r ature 

owin~ to the rlP,arth of ?res½yterians after the fli eht nf J A~P.s 

\ l' 1 f-. 9() • 

.. 
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n,1t; ,11th thP cn"l.paret\ v?.ly small var1Rt1ons in stipenrl, therP. 

1,JA~ nn o-reiAt; 'T1()VP, fo:r rrnl'l'lnt1 r,n, enrl so t;he mtn1FJtP-r hart t/') 

l1vP 1,11th h'I.~ pPnp1 ,, ,:ir1cl !nv,,1 thflm; he ha.rl to 1,1nrlc amonp- thPm , 

~nrl rMlluinn was therPf0rP closely inteFrated into lo~al 

s0ciety. 

~he Rrtistic purltAnlsM of f.cntlanrl ooes demanrl some ex­

planatinn , at least aftP:r the inital period of destruction. 

~~erP is the fore'l.~n example of r.eneva end Holland, and therP 1s 

the intellectual anti-artistic strain transferred from the no~ 

def,mct monastic tradition, such as we can also find i n Plato. 

Put also, the mediaPval church, in partnership with princes, 

hArl trie rPsourceA for conspicuous consumption , and its lee.ners, 

ho'l.n~ v?.ry lar~ely from the noble classes, had the education 

fl')r it. Wl-lU e one wo1il d not n 1 scount the resentment of church 

1,1eal th fo:r envy is n"'ver absent - - and the anti - 1,1orldly 

strain is always potent;i~l in Christianity, the new leaders of 

the church did not comA from, or (in ~cotland) generally rise 

into th~ classes with monPy to thro1,1 about; and after the 

~efnrmation, the ~cotti8h church did not have money to thro1,1 

arnund either. The leaders were brought up in utilitarian, 

nnt; art 1st l e surrounil inrrs, and 1 t may well be that a 1,1eelcly 

11in~ bill for Comrnuninn would have been a severe strain on 

thP financAs of many country parishes in the SPVenteenth/earl y 

elghteAnth c~rtur ies . Art is essentially a self- irduJ~ence 

both of those 11ho malr~ 1 t and those who buy 1 t , and wrien 

'1,Jant 1. s nPver far ernay, it becomes a question of first thinp-s 

first -- an attitude prAserved in Canada by the ex-poor till 

the qPcond War . Thou~h there mi~ht be no doctrine l ~round for 
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'"hP r! ~ st rust l")f 

I..... 



rPme~bered that the discipline of the ~cottish life of the 

?resbyterian a~e was \mposed quite as much or more from belnw 

than from aboves howevPr hostile the church m1~ht be to art 

(for ~ihich it gets a bad press), it produced democ1'acy (for 

which the same critics o_:i ve it no credit), and the democracy 

cnuld ~1orlc because of the preparation of cHsc1pline . 

~~e enthusiasms of the seventeenth century continue into 

t~e ei~hteent~, even if they Fenerally descend in the social 

scale. We have men li lce "!:'homas Boston and the Marrowmen, or 

mnvel'Jlents lilce the ~eceders and the Relief churches, The 

emot1onRlism continues among the poor; ~11th the rise of the 

e~- , nor and the widPning horizons that their security and the 

P-Pner al peacP. afforrled , ~1e find the official dominance of 

~odera.ti sm , 0eplorP.d by purP Zion. In those who had them­

SP1ves nr their f athers suffered the persecutions of the late 

:-t11arts , such a s Boston "r the Ers lc ines, one 1s im pressed 

~11th the los:ricel strena-th of the mind and the narrmmess of 

thP founaation: just BR in the secular generation fine 

l.iterature was essentially poet-ry, so to the relie ious, 

rPF,din': was hasically rel \Q"ious readin13; the outloolr was 

still t~at nf the mediaeval world with the important difference 

that on the abolition of ~onesticism the faithful had to 

a ccrmmodatP., to llortr anrl 11 ve in the secular world. But 

~Paven WAS as real a goal as 1t had been in the ~1~11A Ages . 

In the next ~Pneration , that of Alexander Carlyle, a tinctur e 

of secular culture is acceptable in the ministry, end this 

trPnrt culminates in such ~en as Duncan of Ruthwell or Dou~las 

of ~a1ash iel s , who at thP end of the century werP contributin~ 
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t,.., tri"' r->c0n:0Mir. hPt. tPrmPYJt ()f thP-l r pA.rtshP.s. '.!'hrrrn.n;h 

r!?•'T'ncrRr-.y tri'-' r.rinrch nffArPCI s nc1A] mnb111ty , not pe-rhAps 1nt;n 

thP 1-Jtc,-h w-,rlcl , r11t t;,., R stAtus enrl respecteb11'\.t,y undP.rst.i:P1rl-

1;:i"blP tn 1311. 

'.!.'oday our sympflth'\.P8 A.rP very mucr1 with the Wod"'re.tes nr 

: P~l I tcht , a.n<'l mPn 11!cP ,,.,hn'TJBS ?oston are re~ard.erl \11th 

hnqt\11ty , or at best es c11r1ous rl1no8aurs. The favouritP 

prl"'!')AO"BndA 11nP 1s thE'lt the n0r!!lal 1ssuP. from the pulpit WAS 

t.rpl1 - f1r,:, . 'T'his ,1as r10t ebsent; . It may well heve been lAss 

<'le~ac,-inry t.hAn tts morlerr cnunterpert , the horror film. But 

1t \IAS stAtistically prnbBbly much l ess nominant thi=in 1s C""enP.rAl-

ly 'b,:,1 '\.PVP.d. !''arly 1 n 1.-iis cRrPPr, P.VP,n before hP, went to 

~1'11'1pr1"" , -=nston too!c t 11P 1-iint from a pe.r1sh1.oner that he 

prP-Ached too i'lllCh ~rp1 1 , Anr! 1 ":: ls better and more comfort1 nO' 

( t. e. ~trpnthen.i nP-) t,., - reach ri--racP. Boston , 1 i 'cP ~1.11y 

~rA~am, hAd A rPRpPr-tRrl~ Ml~rl , Rnd we do rnt au~~Pnt our 

.11•-;rlM1 ry nn+; undPrRtArvnn(l' his theolf")'?:lce.l ar::ument , eostnn'<• 

1 Arq-,rn c:ra rriay hP stronrYr->r tht=in ·up 11 Ice, Anri the Pl c:rhtPPnth 

CPntu,..y ,11vlne vies rnt ~nv;ed into beinr- mee.ly- rnontrerl 1r. thP 

~0dP-rn f~shinn for fpa~ f')f n-tv1n~ offencP . ThP pre~isA is thP 

~rirr11pttnr 0f human n.At,1.,rP., which 1 s 1:-e.spd on PYpPr1PnCP , 

Tni!)Prf~r.t-lol" 18 plAil" in r-iv,, ..,,.y ,a:rt of m/3.n , .1111 , eMotion a nrl 

ff ~od 1.s "nr,rlness , it is impossible to be q-ood 

p,,rrp,t hy ,...0d ,1ith"'1Jt 11.,,-1_rn- Gori or pa.rt of >-< 1m; t } 0 rpfore 

,,,,..,y,_r,ocJ , fl P8h or 1TIF1n , "lUHt br-> ~ote.1ly rlAp-rev0 r'l, e 0~d v1rtu,:, 

ts ~y ~orl ' s ~rRcr->; mA~ \s tntRlly dr->pr->ndPnt 0n Gnd fo,.. virtu r-> . 

!;nrr11ntt0n rli:.•se-rvr-•s rfai:i t h 1n l"at.ure , And pun1sr"·nent fnr ju~:t'rP 

tn ma~ , R"'d Gorl has rn nbl1~at\nr to it to do 1t ~ood . 
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ob11 ~a.tion as he has is to himself to be good . Rut s i nce t here 

t s free- wi ll, action on thP pa.rt of man is necessary, ~nd i t is 

pnRs1bl e -- turn to ~orl. 

'!',10 thinirs are clear from this r with all the hell- fi r e , 

th9 religion was one of hope ; ~race was available, and it is 

1'11portant to accept it wh1 le we still can, I i fe ~ia.s serious , 

e~d its purpose was not enjoyment ; one was not born into this 

ve1 e of tears ~,1th a ricrht to earthly happiness -- spiritual 

can only be won . The corrupt had forfeited rights, therefor e 

,1'1-tat was enjoyed was T'JPrC1Ps , for which 11ratitude is in 

0rrler -- a most unmodern messa~P for us who declAre we have 

rti:r'hts , 1.ncludine; that; to enjoyment, therefore without oblir:r­

Rt;ion , ~ostor•~ creerl aave a dynamic and code to society , 

.ih1ch hBR not been prncJucPcl by its 0pposite so much more 

cn~f0rtable in our sensP, the Pssential, i.e . real goodness 

of man , the RbsencP of stn , on which ri~hts f0llow . 91n certainly 

tnnlr o hPr forms, b11t triny rrnst h13.VP bPen less damag1n'7 to 

soclPty in view of the , ro2ress in ~cotland in the latter 

hA l f of th~ e1~htPenth c~ntury and after. 

1,/1'-v wa.s such A pessll"'J1 r·t;1c encl unflattering doctrine of 

hu~an1ty so popular? 0nP answPr Must be that the mat;Prial 

cnrditions 0f 8cott1~h 1tfe 1n tbe ei,crhtP,enth CPntury 

cliscrPtitterl eny hopP nf thP ei:i.rthly pa.rari1se, jusf, As the 

rrtAtPr1Al ~ASP and proRpPrity of today rrtalcP,S such a pa radise 

R human ri gh~ . But thPre 1s another factor of importa~ce, 

wh1ch 1s th~ spc0nd obsP,rvatinn we should malce : the presence 

n r 'i0d !)revents the outloolc on men from betng cynice.1 . • 

.. 
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,,.,,.. •;Pl f-.,...io-htPot1sne~f-: nf the hum.cintst has no l-lRY to escar" 

f.,...n~ rlPsp1.H1n"/cnndP,mr\n~ othPrs nnly; whilA sinnPrs can 

('nnpPrPtP to thP vtartl\ty of soc1Pty thA one just mar. must 

('-rip :r. ee<'I only rAAd :ioston nr F.rslrine to -realize tha+­

~·01 f-rii:rl-it;AouBnPss is !"'nt tl-tP tcpy-note, and that thP.y were 

P.c; .1Pll Pt.lA.TP nf thPir rrnr sinfulness, Eind as SPVPrP. judo-P<; 

nf \t; as nf that of any nf thet-r f]ock. ~he prPacher is 

.... "'tn't1ro- of ~od er.rl h\s f'lnc 'c , not; primer1ly nf himHPlf : 

ro 11VPct ,11th them , F!nci l1ts £tanrtard of livino- 1TJiirht be VPry 

11ttlP 1110-r"'r . l'T'lhe rri1ntstP.:!' harl An PXCP.llent "IOrl"l'S-PYP 

vt.,.i, nf rite; cono:rP.t:"'Rtlnn as l-JP.11 as ari ovPrsto-ht;. Tn thP 

rrPR~h 1~o-, rlP~pttP snm 0 liome1y 11lustrAtion , .,..P~Prk~bly 

11+.t.lP ts 8atr'l aro,l+ tr.P contP.mpo-rary world. The PTl'\phA.s1s tf· 

+-'1A+ PP p.,..,,. rnt hPrP fnr nur n,1n pl PB sure , hut fn.,.. A chBnc p '1f 

hlmsPl f ' r11t thpro 18 9 s +"l'.'nrn:r 8PY1SP of sin anrf 1P'1t.ll")T'thtness 

,p•,Jp.,.. .. nq+h, nf +hP "T'}'k+ 0 r1nng n,..,nt~nt Pr<'P r,f +ne <TTBCP of 

.... ,vi +rrnuc-'1 our I0rrl , TPfJ'.Hl Chr1 s+- -- "1P8n1nQ'f1i1 ,1nrrls, r,r, t­

r11c\,,P R, f0r ~P h BVP hPrn rathPr t;he re11~1ous q~thusias~ nf 

.... 1--.0 n~ rrio_11P , wtthnllt; 1t~; a rt: 

..,.,..n..,::>~!Prl" \lA<" "'l')!'P ~>o.,...1rPf'i'TP -·- it ·.ia.s <'P.rtP- l nl? "lot !J1nrq 

t-~,,,,_.f1r-1.n11 t,ho q r'\.t:P:r 1 'l fnthP:l" f'tlll ").Ari tl-i.<> ~""""fi+ 0f' .. i,.,, 
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.. i • ..., .,.. ,J,--.r-:rine, t;hn11!:h l"' the int;f-!11P.ctui=il way trivial thin~s 

~Prn~P "!"At;tPrs nf pr1nciple , P. ~. in trie BurFher/Anti - ~ur~hPr 

~n"'trovPr ~y , and the 8Pcts , born 1n cnntrnversy , may c;plit l'TlnrP 

+hR~ ti-JP ~Ain body. ~1i 0 rP. is prohab1y a psycholn~tcal fac+nr 

~Pres the Jews , TsrAel was a srnall nation , and eve~ of them 

1 t vJFIS nn1y Fl rer.me.nt triet ceme u~ to standard . ~cotland t;or-, 

1,1P.ti A sm.A 1 7 r,p.tj0~ , yPt f0r e t11'Tle had almost succ":?ed<?d v1itl-! 

R copy o~ the ~ost per~P.nt Zinn, ~e~eve. 1h~ fiphtin~ class 

Pt~ic pervades ~estar~ t~+ellectuRl culture also , and th~ rlPRtli­

v11 c;li 1-1111 ,:i1 ,,eys 7 PBVP. snme happy to bf' in ernbA.tt l Ad ninor1 ty 

with "!"f'lrP c!Pterrntnatinr nr nbsti~8cy thAn reesonA"b}e hnpe: ti") 

"'P rrn t"1P t·ide of virtue (A l Hays unrler attaclc) sRtisfiP.s t;hi~; , 

st "'C" thP es~;ertion nf truth i s elsn the assertion of li fe . 

..,,1t t;i,~ sprp~:~loni:: h?Vr-> Al s n nnP. fi,rther r esu1 t , that they 

..,,,:,;t he A~1f- 8ur,,nrt;ir,,..... ;'.'l-iP 11nnr havP. to support; thP.i r own 

f'1Prrry, Rrrl it is es+ori~:ht-r1 g rm, thP.y micce~n ir c'lniY\~ so : 

+~P s~Rll nnr,tributil")~ Cl")rnes irtn it~ nwn . This c'IOAR R gno~ 

rlPR1 +;n nrPpRrA t;hA ~nn~ for firBncina t~P ~Axt cP.rtury ' s 

Qn81 n1 i:3y1r! mi~1~~10rii=i.r~r m0v~•rr-erits in thP churcri . 

'T'h,.., ::mi r i t was e!" PVf'Pl lent VP.hicle for public ann0uncP.~ents, 

enrl thP pn~ition nf tl'}P rhurc~ as e social nucleus must not bP. 

fn:r.cro-t;t-Pn. fine could sr:iy that thP church 0cc11piPd the niche 

nr t;hP Pr-,11~P , wi th tho differe~cP that it operetPd on a 

philosn,hy that prPventi0n is better thBn cur e, anrl by its 

rAture , w1t;h A doct r inA +;hat must always be a fnrcP fnr Helf­

cnrtrnl Al ~o in sociP.t;y . And tn v1 ew of the tnrbul P.nCP and 

vinlPnCP of thP rPmP~hPre1 past p0ople m1~ht hAve ~A~n morP 

1,11111~"' +0 AC~P.pt thfC! "1J0ial tn-r,erferpnce , the rinJ.ice rolP., 

.... 
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n 11t Alsn the proximity 

f"tf hPBV<>Y j ns t ifiPrl rPst:rtr-t-trrns f"ln h1ma.n1ty basica.1.1y PVil 

nr nrMlP t0 w1 clrer1res <-l , I1'1ich T"li""ht hP 8BVPrl in srtte nf itsP1f • 

.,,1t .1'1PY1 fflt +:1-i in l-\<>e,rP-r fell8 , rP.strictinns nP.cessary for 

<> Yl rry ~<>rf"t~"' leH~ pAlntA~l<>, 

i:;.,,1rG'1 rllAn1rltnP i~: "''ic'1 tn th<> 'l'llnrl ()f :cir'c c.:pc.ic.:tnns , Rnrl 

~h<> onfnrrp~9rt nf EB~~Rth f"l~s<>rvanne as chu~ch attPnderice ts 

~.1Parino: vlBH alsn depl0rflrle 

-- PVPY1 tndfly thP 0 rP"bytPry nf' r.:ast ~nronto has hr-irl tr, r<>bu tc P, 

~1 -r, '"T'rrn'l<>PU for ton frP11_ 1.1Pntly tA'clnp- thP ne.mP of the Lord 

1!" VFlln ln rii~ pnr.lic nr ;>uhlici7Pd utterances , A.nd it cannnt-

h0 sR1r:I t'l-iAt four- lPttPrPd viords l-tAVP- b~antifierl 01ir P,Ypress1or.~. 

~~ ArlrlPrl r() nur in81~'1t- iri rprpnt years . 

('l'\-,t:cPni ty 11 !co ~:n,iearin...,. ls e.ri RSSPrtior of d1srPS!)PCt , whtcri 

rlnos nn t n11 t'riP whpe1R nf soci~ty , 

<':,ov111:1l nff'<>nCP wes ernth~r sur<> stanrihy I homosPx1ial i ty 

rin<-><: YI/")~ AJ:")PRr - - tt YIA': lpr,rally punishabl e , a...,.·d thP Sfl1P,s­

~Rri~h1p nf gnnsuAlity '1Fl d not yAt cheapPnAd orrlinary fnrn1cat1nn , 

\1n1 r '1 1 •· t-hP n ()rrnal trflY\<: rrres<i10n . 'T'he act under ,1hich ?:ff i P 

J"'B"'S fP11 rl~Ps su~~pst- A prPvelPnt evil , and it seems to 

nl'JVP bP<>l" rPi::irl A~ein frn!"l t"'IP pulpit at Banff in 1750 , But 

•;nr 1 A 1 prP~;sqre and p1Jbl 1 c censurP cioP.s SPPID to have discour­

l'J C"l'Prf fnr"'1CRt1on and e.dul +pry . ~he avPrA~e nu~bPr ~f cases in 

c. .q ,-, ff , .i111 ch was a p0pu1n,>s pBris~ , up t() 1762 ,10.s hPt-v1eer 

J i::l "'ri f.. CA~:,,<• pPr yPer ( <>vt-re'T!PS () and 12 in 1 ?h9 A.l"rl 1 ?OJ) , 

Br."! ~hP<:<-> f1r-1JrP ~ tnclurlr1 prP- rnarltal 1rt-PrcnursPJ nrly 2 

Ar! 1 il+r•r\P8 A,..,, rec0rdr>ct '\-,r,+.1Pen 171~5 an<l 1762. Enciton hart a 

""()~+ --l1•·t rpc.•~1:ni:r YPAT' 1v1 i:.-ttr1ctc ~1her. J illee-1t1mate t!rths 

.. 
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rv,,...11rr,,rJ ir ('In,, Y"Pr , 1--,1t- '1P hArdly l'l'lPl"t1.o~8 Any <"A~~•s 1r t-'1P 

nY- ~•111 r..,. hlr>Ylt-y , 0nP. f.n~t- ~~['P.fllu; for tl-i"' IYPl'lPTA1 "'IOT8l 1 ty ()f 

+-1-•f' rrl''",..,f)"' f)Pop1P , r~r .. 1-> 1 y i;:\.-iAt ()r," <;01JrCP of p0nr rPl \pf 1,•~s 

t-"'"'' ' ror~1 t 1 ,:,~; ' 1 r'f\f)()~:r•rl by 'r1 r!c sefision s fl") r ml ~,behflv1.0\1 r, 

•,1'11~1,, 1r. t;h0se sol-pr :·, .,.., sl-}pf: rn·o 'luc~d a WOP.fully 1ra<i':!qnate 

rp1_rom1P , 'I'~P s+at- 0 hP.r! Y'()t 1ntPTV0 npd tn matu~ tmprovirlPYlC" ~;P.fP , 

P.rr! s1nc 0 chi l dhlrth hnd it-~ dan~Prs , it is nnt clPAr that 

l"f!t- 11rP ' S di:>eth pP,r.Alty \JfW rpvur R detPrr.ont . 

~nt ~pv1Jcil YTl()T'PS •'"'TP fPr fro= t'1P 0r1ly or 'TlA\n ce11sp nf 

it t,1()1)1rJ 

9lc•0 t-Alc<> ('()O'l'l1ZBY'CP ()f' ~:19l"ldPr A!'lci rioh1;:cP t'1e o-11llty . Pnrl 

nr'3 ,.,,,1<•t- rp:-,,,mh.or hn,1 cl 0s~1 y thP ch1l'rch rriuf;t "ieVP PntPr ed 

1.r,tn '1nr,.,,q1 ., if P. 1'Pr.Pui· 0 ()f thP prPvnl Pnce of dP~th , es)"'Cl.el 1 y 

nf' c"'\lrlrpr -- l'l ()<;tnr 1 n<;t- 5 0 1Jt; nf 10 , JupitPr 8arlyle lost; 

Pl 1 "11 s fnnr , P.s i.:pl l A8 A y()11l"..,. t-rnthPr a:rirl sist 0-r , ~0r '1JR!1y 

-:h 0 c-h11rr"' ,inu, d hp +1,-, <> nnly nu+-1 P.t from thP rf:=t1 ly Pc0nomy Rr.rf 

1 :'rf i ff,:,r 0 11t- '1Pal th t.n A rf i ff PrP"lt- wnrlrl -- the harrlness of 

+-\.\pt- rj,=i 11 y 1 i fp a-nd +'1P "'''P.rl of rest ~xpl a ins t'hP. T orrl ' s DA v 

r~~Prvanc- 0 ~ct thAt. ~till survives to bP resentPrl i~ rnterin. 

\/h t 1 ,-, t"iP '8efnr rni=itt0 Y1 r11rl nn-+: Ail"' tn Abolish t-hP poor , Ar.ti 

!-:'1<"C'<3PriPrl 1.r t-1,pt Pi,.., rn 1:;,Pi.;t,Pr th1:ir• !":arv1sm , 1.t c-Prt;flinl v c.,t:ruc-'c 

'u:,ar, t;0 "1P..V 0 other f'Pnnl P ' S poor , 9.rid thP prPval ~nt- spirit WRf: 

t-hRt- f"lf t-hP '\.ne1Po-::1nt r,..nvPrh , t;n l{PPP ()UT atn fi<;ri ~utc.: for 

f'11r a'I"' ~Pf' "'lFll-J~: . rrh11~ ~,(.l rearf in l:anff in 1714 t:h1=1t- th<> 

SP<:~1lrH' rPl"().,.,.,.,Pl'1rlPd t;ho ,..,ao-i<•t-rAtP~; t-11 ~)1JrQ'e thP trrnr of irl1(\ 
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thoy wou]~ bP.come A chAn~P. nn the parish . A J1~it 0 d 

r,11mbPr ,-,f hP"'"'fi rR coul rf hP 11.ci:•n ~;P.rl, 1:-ut civil And rP11 P-inus 

A11t~r,r\t;1PP r P.pP.a tedly cnmb\nR tn rP.mnvP nther vAerRntA frnm 

thP pRrish ; thus in PAnff i n 1705 Isabella Christie end JPan 

~1,.., hP1na tw0 idle pPrsnns of no vood fame, it ,10.s recommended 

tn thP ~a""1strstes to rPrr.ovP them . ~here is a stmilsr recommPnd ­

Bt1on \n 1709 about an 1nfamrrns ynuni:: ,1oman , P-Uilty of unsPPMly 

~ArriArrP -- clParJy shP cnuld nnt have been deported from her 

tnwn , i:ind 1 f 1 n ~mp1oy,,,ent would not have needed to sol t cit. 

t~pcor rl s of expuls1nn out\1\ th the parish are eas11 y parallel led 

1n °i:ilmPr1no , r.alas"ltels, etc . -- thPrP is not carp Rbout whR.t 

~~pnPnH tn these unfortunates/undPs1rahles in the pari shes 

..,,~1 +;her thP.y ,1111 hRve "been -removed. 

9ut cha-rity wes not dPad. There is a continuous expend1turP 

or rP11Pf fnr the chrnn1cR11y or te~pnrQrily poor , a~d a 

surprizir,~ 0.mnunt nf th1~ P"OPS beyond the parish or local 

~nunrls . Thus from qa1me rinn 1 to a woman, widow with 5 childrPn 

rPcn~men~Pd by ma~istratPs 0.nd ministers of ~tirlin~ 1 for 

v~cttm~ nf sovPrP loss by fir 0 \n Sdinburgh (1709) , i n LesliP 

( 1 ?27): t'"' fltran~Prs , fln"" 0 fT'n"Tl 1rP1And I to a yo1)ritr boy in 

K\l ~Any , Ar\sh comP o~ h0ne~t parents , et school therP,. l or 

grp t;h0~P Ahrngd fnr~nttPn, P. g . fnr distressed Protestants tn 

rt~hnn A~~ TrPl~~a (1?0Q), the distressed PresbytPrian pRroch 

nf · Pl,I vnr1r ivi Al11ericR (1?2h). 'tAlRsh1e1s helps e l,1. ersey, 

R~rl 0 anff 1"' 1761 Aids rl1strPSSPd clervy in PPnnsy1vania. 

qpn~0~\~7 qcnts from p1rAtes nf Al~iPrs is a corn~nri Pntry 1n 

All P0.r1•:"'P•;, ~ome entriPf; .,..,,1,.,..\.-it ~111:rpri s e us as: ' AlJ'T'Prinn 

suhscr\ ~PR to a ~arbour A~ Cul]Pn , RRnffsh1re, an~ at L~ith; 
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r:111P ~·h1 p 1 8 f 0 r 0nP. At: '1 Py,nnutri. (,;;;yemout;h) ; Eenff to bul l ei 

s~~athinc-r t o the r PprPs~ntetinn Rt the Genera l assembly , 

"1-1"11c-'1 rnt:eten , arid 'Tl0TP people , ministers and e l ders wer e 

1rvn1VP~, qotet1or enrl rP~rPsent ation ensur ed the demo cratic 

0h::ir1H'ter nf trie ~atrie.,..1 nc-r , And 11111st; have contributed to thP. 

rl0~1rRnce nf tri.e churn~ hetn~ t:hAt of the rnirtsters, hut i n 

.:-~ntl q,-,rl t: rPy 1-1erl'> only prim1 int Pr PRres, end 1 t vlas the 

Activity nf t:hP elrlPrsrii p tha t. did so much i n lrf>eptrio- church 

R~d pP0ple in such close touch; ~ nre people (and therefore 

thP1r fA'T1111es) wei:-e t ~vnlved , and it is the d ecline of the 

tf'lrd s t0dey. 'T'he P1 n Pr•: t-no'c rart riot only i n the secular 

n rerft+;tnr, nf the churcri .cind 1 t~ charitable wortc , r.ut a1 so in 

n- ~PT'\F.l t YJS very ha rd tn sust;aln perpetual enthu~ta sm , 

1 s El rlrAt,-, nn strPn'?th . P l sn such en thusiasm m11~:t hy the pover ty 

sn Ronn pvhanst t?d , .:-n t n tl-ie Pi :!hteenth centur y too the worldly 

1t 11Po-tm; YJF.1.turally A.r1or1 0- tl-'iose 1,iho can P'Pt it , tri.P o-radual1y 

t-i:-011h1.Ps , hut AppPar1=1111::es tn thP pilln~y for forn :lcAt 1on, s ttl. l 

- _ _. __ - . _...._ . .. . - -.. 
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fines -- CRr]yle mana~prl to substitute these for the stool of 

r"'pentance Rt Inveres!c in the 1 ?80s, In fact the quantity of 

dissent was coming to metce the seventeenth century control and 
' ( 

discipline i~prectal . ~he whole enlightement was a revulsion 
' I 

fr011 the rel.i~ious warH of the previous centuries, end since 

pP0ple cannot be convinced unwil lingly , ore way of reducinP 

cnrfl 1nt R~d augmertin~ Bgreement was by turnin~ the religious 

e~p~Rsis from faith to works, 

Init;iRlly at least , thP P.mphes1s on worlc does not deemphasize 

~ora1ity: th.:>re may he 8 more liberal conception of it by a 

~nrP liberal attitude to ctisaereement, but this does nothin~ 

tn ~eny t hP seriousnes8 of life nor the need and VRlue of seJf-

1mprcwe'!leY>t, We must rerrnrnher the 80Cieties for self- improve­

"""'n+- S1lCh as P.urns joiY1 ~ct , and which flourished down to the 

Fi r~t 'tfar , t:ind we shnnl rl blush WhPn we thinlc whet scorn such 

r.ir av0werl fl1.TT1 woulrl rf'llse in a modern school or university , 

rrin_p yo Ire nf fai th 'TltlSt '"'"U id P tom1rd s emni ty for rl i sagreement, 

thBt of 1>1or1cs can be co.,.,,TT1itted to nn such emnity , thoup-h at 

s nm.., potnt truth may hRVP to innur it. The yo :u~ of 1-inrlcs 

f:l--lou ld th"'rPfore bf:! e8s1 er to bei:.tr , and 1-11 th the change of 

0~p~asi~ th~rP. is no rliminution of the influence of the church 

1 n the srna11 town or ru..,Rl ar~as -- onP. need only thin'c of thP 

1~flqP~c 0 of the clerqy 1~ thP Hi~hland emigrations , the old 

~Altic reverence for thP holy man being perhaps stren~thened 

by t~e al1Pnet1on of t~e old chi.:>fs , so that e.g. Mcleod coulrl 

lPAd ~is people to Cerif!da , and r,ovP the-rn on to Austra11a. 

In 9cotlarid sects tend to secedR on the conservative 8idP , 

- ~ .... -... • 
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Anrl to rPrrPsent the poor rA.ther than th~ rich . nne result of 

thp gpneraJ progress WAS tn bP.P-in the movement of the cJP.rP'y 

\ntn thP uppPr clAssPs sncially , which alsn affects the sects, 

if with R time- lag. An eArly example is Jupiter Carlyle , who 

benefittina f r om a worP liberal educatinn , a son of the mansP. 

v1'10 did not become a minister from evan11,el ical fervour , enjoyed 

the v1orlri end the f:'reat; yet t,'1ere 1 s no charge nf neglecti nQ' 

'1is pastoral duties, nr 1~pu~n1nQ' his sincerity; he was certain­

ly intPllP.ctwi11y satisfi 0 d with his faith. Ee who increaseth 

'mowledP-e increaset"l 11rnorance, and v1ider a.nd varied education 

loosens the sympathiP.s nf society. But in general, in ~cotland 

nwinv tn the importPnce nf birth \n the nld underlyin~ Celtic 

sncioty and \ts hiererchtc nature, class feelinv has nP.ver been 

so hnstile or stronQ' R~ \n F.ngland; thereforP., also owina to t,he 

rP~pect fnr P.ducatior, the sPpRratinn of the church fr.om the 

1 m1Pr/.rnrlcinP- clRSSPS was a much slower process then in Rnrrlard, 

And it waR elsn slowPrl hy the f~ct that many of the new rirh 

rnso frnrn tl-iP rel i crir>11~ pnnr durina the IndustriAl. ?.,wol ut ton 

enrl After, The church remained an avenue of social mobility , 

Anri nPw secessions mPrely TTJacie the ultimate opportunities rcore 

mv11Prnus, And thP fAct of en e"tucated clergy ma1ntAined 1 ts 

prPstiq 0 ; it could Ptt~nct crond minds , and the ~in1sters w~r~ 

l \ k"'l y tr, be at least in th 0 u !:)pPr quarter of their floclc 

1 rit,:..,1 l 0 ctw:,1 l y, l,Jhich ra.rnnt he 8airl today; th~y could aro-n"' 

,11th their o:,pnnent~;, Pna ci1d not, have to P"et or fashionab1P 

'b:ind-wi.Q'ons 1n the woclorn lT!a.nne-r. 

'T'hp,.-p 1R onP furthPr fflctor \IP should cons1rier ti") 11ccnunt 

fnr +hp hold nfthe chu~ch rorit,tnuin~ throuo-h to thP twentlPth 
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,.,,,r t,1r~•, ,,,111 cri Alsn 9f'r-r,11rt-~; for SOMP nf thP- dP.cl 1 n,:., nf th 0 

r;, r i 8C'O;l"' l 1 8Y',q , :tA...,,Ol y t- 'n,qt t;h P c\iurch .,, ttli i t8 '.)rPsryh=~ria r 

~p~t- l " 1?0 ? Rn~ t~ p fR~1,,rp of t'1P ~tuerts as a Y'R ttnne li st 

o.., .. , ,...p q,·•n11 ir 7?45 , o"'ly t:l-}(-> .J:ri0shy t (:!riA.11 churc"' ·w?s lP,ft. f?~; 

R rlt~tt~r.t 1nr fnr t~ 0 ~00+- t i~ri feP,lir~ 1r ~rttp1-n, RYJ.rl tht ~ 

,...PTl'IPiY' t>rl t-r11p nf "-l-\P. <•<>('t<• nf sr->C P8Sin-r.s hP.C81H~P trey Here t l-]p 

!-J')1ri t. cpn h9 jlluc•trA t- ~•r1 by +:)1P, r9n ~vll'll nf thP ';nVPY'Ant i Y: th'-' 

' 0 r- t-1P rrl~i 'by Covpni:1-n t9r~ nf t11° s011th-,1est in 1?37 , AYJ.rl in t'I-JP 

w1 +- n '._1JPhPc , ~l"iPr.o n r 1 y t.'1P. churcl; rPrnBi n~d ,1hi 1«> a ri s to c racy 

F.JY1rJ l"UR 1 .,..,r-><:~ l Pft fn-r: : ,...8l'l09 (l-1\t,l-t t'1e rNrnl+- +- hA +- t"iP An o-ln­

Y'\h')Y1 p f'r"J1Jlrl +- A'(e nv 0 :r ~hi.o f ~or t;ro} of the prnv1 nct:=i l_ Pcnrnmv) • 

::irrJ n r ly ,11 t-1--) +;ho •1,=,p 'rP"'1 ro- nf +-~P ~rmrc-h lAna-1,a n-~ lias hPCf"\'1'<> 

"'"r.1'"'1"10 ~y,,.,.11 ft 0 rl, hnt- "-1><;1Y>p~:<; W-H' f"!'Pr'P. T'A ll y lnnnll y cortrrill.,->cl 

·1-171 t-\i~ f!f t. Pr"Tl"lth nf thr• P'trst ':/A r, And th 0 le'Y1 ~llRQ''-' , ~:cotf· 

I',-.,,-, thP '-"1 r l~ Fl8 A r,a t i ,-., vA l Syll'!rnl , ~ven if it i.~l rnnch vleFl 1CP J". 

'T'") o '.i'!)18C0:'Rli91'1S +- o]')rj,::,rj h 1 +:h~ ri0r,11l. ar rnincl t0 bPC01'Tle P q u ~tod 

ti1+h +- ho 1<'.r rTl 1s'1 -- vi::-•r v '"lnr.h s n '1 11 n11r mir yr:, 1J t h -- end t hi <; 

1,/PS v 0 ry ""1'('11 l:1 0 ~11-J P r t \.il',• r1 shnp~: \,I PT'P rnt of _:lf',-., tti <lh h1 rt- 11 "Ir 

d1ff 0 rP"'('"~ tp~rl~ rl t ~ t'P '-''"l~hRS, ZPrl , P , (T , ~~rt0u q~o~s nf l 1fo 

r-11·•d Art-i~:-+,:-1" Ay,<'J nt\ii:> r r 11r·1 t:P n 1 ~'T' WH; ~co+-+-t~·h , :=ird :lcntf; "'Rri 
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!cr,m1R ri0,1 t0 w0rlc, • w~Al t;h/ r')(r;,er c0rrupts, i:rl ve us \1~01 th/pm,1e""' 

( Pnrl ~tn p cnrruption) . ? 0rtu~atp1y in past daya, escRpe frn~ 

rrnr:il pn,g \IRS not <; o P8.SY . 




